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TO THE USER

What is Conversation Lessons?

Conversation Lessons is designed with both the frustrated student and teacher in mind. It is easy
to use and very practical. The student will find language to help him or her sound more natural.
The teacher will find exercises that are both easy to manage and student-centered.

What is different about this book?

First of all, this book is largely based on a Lexical Approach. This means that the focus is on
larger, easily recalled, natural-sounding ‘chunks’ of language. The language chosen is widely used
and is easy to pronounce. Most importantly, the language is put into activities where there are
many opportunities to practice, but where there is always a focus: to become a better speaker in
conversation.

Getting the best out of this book

This book was designed for speaking. However, it is up to you to decide how long to spend
practicing. Encourage students to personalize their input. Let the book be just a starting point.
For example, if you use a phrase that has not been included, by all means include it! This book
was designed to inspire. Be creative! Dream up as many opportunities to practice as you can!

How to use the tape |

The accompanying tape is designed to make the dialogues come to life for the student. There are
many ways of using the cassette. You may choose to play the cassette first before reading the
dialogue, or after, depending on your aims. You can also try ‘pause-listening’ — a technique where
you pause the tape in key places to have the student complete the phrase. It is also a good idea
for students to listen to the dialogues later to remind themselves of language they need to
remember.

Why the dialogues are the way they are

The dialogues are designed to be funny and interesting, but most importantly, they are designed
to put the language being studied in each unit in a natural spoken context. When you first read
a dialogue, you may not notice any special language at all. This is what is supposed to happen.
After all, in real life we listen for meaning only, not for particular language, In this book students
have a chance to do both.

What to do with the exercises

Again, the focus in this book is on speaking. It is not recommended that you spend much time
writing things down. When it comes time for speaking practice, however, it is recommended that
some time for preparation be allowed for the student. This will help the student reduce the stress
involved in speaking in front of others and make for a more useful practice. Feel free to use the
activities in a different order if you wish. Also, don't be afraid to have fun!

Students using the book for self-study

Although this book was mainly designed for use in the classroom, it can also be used by itself. If
this applies to you, then the only thing that will be different is that you will have to supply the
people and situations to practice with. Remember: practice makes perfect.

Ron Martinez, Berkeley, California
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Lesson 15

Lesson 16

Lesson 17

Lesson 18

Lesson 19

Lesson 20

Lesson 21

Lesson 22

Lesson 23

Lesson 24

Lesson 25

Lesson 26

Lesson 27

Lesson 28

Lesson 29

Lesson 30

Answer Key

Conversation FIame 3.« s« v smus s o o s m v o v ovia w6 ae 605 o % s 60 o % 8 0 o s
“I mean, | could see if . . "
Not a nice Daddy

Sharing Secrets
“Off the record . . "
Insider Information

Angry with Yourself. . . .. ... ... . ... i e e
“Me and my big mouth.”
Eddie’s Disastrous Date

Conversation Taboos 3
“Are you married?”
The Stranger

Sharing ProbBlemis. s sivs s o 5m s @5 bs st s s s 5is 5v % ¢ 56 598 s 9 5 &% 8 %9
“l know the feeling.”
English Troubles

The State of Things . ... ...... ... . ittt inanenas
“It's come a long way.”
A Good Opportunity

Conversation Frame 4. . . . ... ... ... ittt ittt eenonnnons
“What good is a CD player?”
Dale is not impressed.

Being NEgatiVe: i miw i i s @eim i mi M isa i o B i W il s @i m e g5 5 i
“How should I know?”
The Information Booth

23[R L L T T M T
“Just off the top of my head.”
Car Problems

Conversation Taboos 4 . . .. ... ... . ittt iiinraennas
“I'll see what I can do.”
The Deadline

Avoiding Commitment. . .. ......... ...ttt e
“Don’t quote me on that.”
The New Girl

Termination
“Let’s get this over with.”
Helga the Health-Nut

Conversation Frame 5
“It may be small, but . . .~
Self Defense

Surprise
“| can’t believe it!”
Amazed Amy

Conversation Taboos 5
“I'm just looking, thanks.”
Shop Talk

Compliments. . ................... T R T T
“I'm not just saying that. | mean it.”
Stepping Out

---------------------------------------------

........................................

-----------------------------------------------

........................................

--------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------
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6.When you meet a friend, what would you say:

a) Hi!

b) How are you?

) How you doing?
d) Hey! What's up?
e) Hey! What's new?

7. If a friend said to you How are you, how would you reply:

a) Great!
b) Fine thanks, and you?
) Not so great.
d) Lousy.
e) Not bad.

8. Which of the following statements is closest to your view:
a) [ want to speak perfect English.
b) [ don't mind making a few mistakes — after all, I'm only learning.
€} | don’t care how many mistakes I make — [ want people to like me.

9. Each of the following is a typical student mistake. In your view, which is the most
serious and which is the least serious:

a) Correct: As far as I'm concerned, she's the best ['ve ever seen.
Incorrect: As far as I'm concern, she’s the best I've ever seen.
b) Correct: My brother lives in Sacramento.
Incorrect: My brother — he live in Sacramento.
Q) Correct: Could I have some more dressing, please.
Incorrect: You must give me dressing.

10. Which, if any, of the following would you feel silly saying?

a) What are you doing?
b) What're you doing?
) What're ya doing?

d) What're ya doin?

e) Whatcha doin?

11. Do any of the following sound too informal?
a) Do you have any questions?
)

b You have any questions?
) Have any questions?

d) Any questions?

e) Questions?

12. Which of the following topics do you NOT want to talk about in class?

a) the weather h) homosexuality
b) food i) religion
) death penalty i) abortion
d) homelessness k) drug abuse
e) sports ) computers
f) healthcare m) your family
g) politics n) holidays
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1 Matching

In pairs, make a phrase by matching the correct words and phrases. Try to do it without
looking at the dialogue.

1. refresh your a. right!

2. come b. a blank

3. it slipped my c. tongue

4. That's d. memory

5. to draw e. to think of it

6. for the life f.  escapes me.

7. it's coming g. you mention it
8. It's on the tip of my h. mind

9. Now that i. to me now
10. The name i. of melcan't remember

2 Sorting

Sort the phrases above into the two boxes below. Compare with a partner.

Remembering Forgetting

3 Dialogue Practice
In pairs, one person play Inspector Gordon and the other Ingrid.

1. Read the dialogue sitting down.
2. Read it while physically acting out the scene.
3. Do it without the script as much as possible, until you feel comfortable.

4. Do it for the class to see which pairs could win an Oscar.
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6 Role Play — Do you have any comment?

Work in pairs with the following information. Prepare alone for a few minutes.

Student A Student B

You are a candidate for President of
The United States. Your press agent
has advised you to claim you don't
remember a lot of things about your
past. If the journalist has proof, say a
little, but do your best to avoid
answering.

You are a journalist trying to get a big
story. Ask about the following
subjects. Don't take no for an answer.
Pursue your line of questioning.

You know what politicians can be like.

1. The money for the presidential campaign.
Where did it come from? (You have a document with the exact figures.)
What is the name of the largest contributor?

2. Stories about when the candidate was at college.
Drug use? (Several old college friends swear that the recent statement
denying any involvement is a whitewash.)

3. Rumors about a trip to Rome last year.
Reports in the Italian Press last year about an affair with the famous Italian
opera singer Maria Bellini were denied by the Press Office, but there are
rumors of compromising photographs.

7 Discussion

Are you the kind of person who remembers everything — every little detail — or can you never
remember anything — even your own telephone number?

1. What techniques do you use to remember things?

2. How do you remember new vocabulary?

3. How do you remember people’s names?

4. Do you ever forget a face?

5. What do you do (and say) when you see someone you know but can't remember their name?
What if you have to introduce that person to a friend?

6. What is the most embarrassing situation you have been in when you could not remember
something?

7. Would you ever reply to the advertisement below? Do you know anyone who would / should?

HAVE YOU EVER SUFFERED THE AWFUL
EMBARRASSMENT OF MEMORY LOSS?
Forgotten someone’s name at that crucial moment?
Wanted to drop through the floor and disappear?
Never again let your failing memory fail you in public.
We run evening sessions which guarantee complete
success within 4 hours. Enrol now and put all those
embarrassing moments behind you! Dial 471-7676 - a
number you won't forget for a course you'll always
remember.

11
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1 Phrase Jumble

Re-write the following in the correct order.

1. toward I'm leaning Adela

N

. 1 way go either could

3. I'm go going with to vanilla

4. mind my I can’t up make

5. But tea also again then like I

6. | mixed about feelings them have

7. 1 heart my on had set food Mexican

8. On thought chocolate second I'll the have one

9. I'm whether debating to call her or letter her write a

10. On side the plus beautiful it's; minus the on expensive side it's

11. On hand one the we out go can; other the on hand home stay can we TV and watch

Now go back and underline the part of these expressions which you want to remember.

2 Dialogue Practice

1. Practice the dialogue in pairs.
2. Take turns being Fernando and Mercedes.
3. Practice until you can do the dialogue without reading it.

4. Do it for the class.
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