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This is the first level of a six-level course for pupils
starting English at the age of six or seven. It can be
used with children who are total beginners or who have
done some English at pre-school. The course provides
teachers with-a very rich and flexible set of teaching
materials, allowing them to expand the language
syllabus into other areas of the curriculum, and
providing a wide range of optional additional materials
to cater for different timetabling needs. The context is
fresh, light-hearted, and fun while the underlying
methodology is sound and well-established.

Class Book

This is an 88-page colour book containing all the
presentation material you will need for your lessons,
including stories, songs, games, and other activities.
The nine main units of the book are eight pages long
and are based on topics familiar to children of this age-
group.

After the main units are three festivals sections (on
Peace Day, Christmas, and Mother’s Day), and three
culture sections focusing on the lives of four children
from around the world.

At the back of the book you will find the words for the
songs, and a syllabus summary.

Activity Book

This is a 96-page black-and-white book full of
challenging and entertaining puzzle-type tasks to
practise the language. The activities include matching,
sorting, labelling, crosswords, and mazes, and are
designed to motivate and challenge the pupils.

A key feature of this course is the ‘parallel stories’. In
each unit, pupils use their imagination to draw
elements into a set of framework pictures in the Activity
Book which parallel the story they have encountered in
the Class Book, so producing a personalized alternative
version. This allows pupils to make the story language
‘their own’ and to practise, explore, and personalize the
language at different ability levels.

To offer the teacher maximum flexibility, an extra page
of writing practice for each unit is provided at the back
of the book (this is the optional Lesson 5a — see page 14
for further details).

The course structure integrates the Activity Book fully
with the Class Book in the lessons, and in this level it is
intended that the Activity Book should be used in class
rather than for homework. However, some activities are
appropriate for completion at home, e.g. completing
the colouring for a listening activity.

The Activity Book includes a self-evaluation exercise

at the end of each unit, designed to make pupils aware
of their own learning (see the Lesson 10 section on
page 16 for further details).

A further feature of the Activity Book is a nine-page
Picture Dictionary with stickers, designed to help pupils
organize and memorize key vocabulary.

Picture Dictionary

The Picture Dictionary pages are found at back of the
Activity Book, along with the accompanying stickers
which cover the core vocabulary of each unit, There is
one dictionary page for each of the nine units. Each
dictionary page has two separate areas for the unit’s two
vocabulary sets (vocabulary input from Lesson 1 and
Lesson 7). At the end of each unit pupils stick in the
vocabulary stickers, matching them with the words on
the page. '

Pupils can either leave the Picture Dictionary pages in
the Activity Book or cut out the pages to make a
separate Picture Dictionary (in which case they can put
the pages in a folder, or make a cover). Such-dictionaries
can be displayed and could form part of any portfolio
work to show pupils’ achievements (see p182).

Teacher’s Book

The Teacher’s Book serves as a clear and flexible guide

for the teacher in all aspects of the course. It contains

the following:

e The course syllabus;

e This introduction, which sets out the overall objectives
and principles that underlie the course, as well as
giving an outline of how the course works;

« A resource bank of games and activities (pp18-20);

e A list of sample classroom language (pp21-22);

* Step-by-step teaching notes for every lesson in the
book, including ‘Teaching tip’ boxes with extra
teaching ideas or suggestions for classroom
management;

e Transcripts for all the recordings;

» Answers for all activities (unless these are included in
the transcripts);

» Teaching notes for the three festivals, including
cultural information;

. Photocopiable test pages (see below);

» Photocopiable portfolio pages (see below);

A wordlist containing the core vocabulary and other
key language;

» Tests CD (packaged with the Teacher’s Book)
containing all the listening material for the unit tests.

Test / Portfolio section

This section in the Teacher’s Book includes flexible test
material that reflects the objectives of the course. It
contains nine end-of-unit tests that review what pupils
have done in each unit and three end-of-term tests that
can be used after Units 3, 6, and 9. These tests use
similar exercise formats to the activities pupils have
become familiar with in their Activity Books. For
flexibility, there are two parallel tests (Tests A and B) for
each end-of-term test. Teachers can set both tests at the
same time to avoid cheating, i.e. in pairs one pupil has
Test A and the other has Test B. Alternatively, the teacher
can set just one test, and save the other test to use as a
remedial test, or a follow-up test later in the year.
Photocopiable record cards are included to allow you to
keep a continuous record of pupils’ attitudes and
behaviour, and a unit-by-unit record of their
achievements in reaching linguistic objectives.




In addition to the test material there are six
photocopiable pages which allow pupils to create the
framework for their own Language Portfolio, to which
they can add examples of their work, exam certificates,
material from trips abroad, etc., in accordance with the
recommendations of the Council of Europe. (For further
information on portfolios, see page 182.)

CDs

For level 1 of the course there are two CDs to support
teaching in class. These contain recordings of all the
songs, chants, stories, and other listening activities.
Songs and chants can be used to change the pace of the
lesson and to help manage the transition from one stage
to another. In level 1 the songs also carry the ‘Learning
for life’ message (see list of topics on page 11).

There is also a Tests CD for level 1, which is packaged
with the Teacher’s Book.

Teacher’s Resource Pack

The Teacher’s Resource Pack contains material for levels
1 and 2 of the course. The level 1 components are
described below.

Flashcards

There are 147 picture cards for level 1. These include the
main unit vocabulary for Units 1-9 (10 words in most
units, plus eleven colours) as well as numerals 1-12, the
course characters, and the additional vocabulary input

from the ‘Learmng through Enghsh‘ lessons (see page 11).

Flashcard hst e
The ﬂashcards are double v

e‘d, ,sd each card (except

.29 11 / chick
30 12/ puppy
31 circle / kitten
32 triangle / run

1 Fred /.-wood
2 Flo / fabric

3 Titch / hands .
4 Poppy / feet

58 bread roll / cloudy
/59 carrot / cold '
60 rnllk 7/ rmnmg

61 sugar / windy

62 car / living rQOm_

5 Bing / fingers
6 Norton / toes

7 Mr Eixit / head

8 red / body

9 blue / arms
10 green / legs
11 yellow / face
12 black / hair :
13 white / eyes
14 brown / nose
15 grey / mouth; s
16 pink /ears:
17 purple / dog -
18 orange / cat
19 1 / hen
20 2 / duck
21 3 / cow
22 4 [ sheep
23 5/ goat
24 6 / rabbit
25 7 [ horse
26 8 / donkey
279/ lamb
28 10/f0 o

33 square / walk

‘34 rectangle / hop

35 Mum / fly

- 36 Dad / jump

37 Grandma / juggle

38 Grandpa / ride a bike
- 39 aunt/ kick a ball

40 uncle / climb a tree

41 cousin (Dan) /

- ‘throw a frisbee

42 cousin (Rosa) / swim
43 man / draw
44 woman / talk
45 boy / write

46 girl / read

47 orange / trousers
48 apple / T-shirt
. 49 banana / skirt
- 50 yoghurt / shoes
51 biscuit / jacket

52 juice / dress

53 sandwich / shorts

54 cake / jumper

55 fizzy « dnnk / hat

56 chocolate / socks
57 cereal bar / hot

73 plastic /|
74 cinema

63 robot  bothreom
64 teddy / bedroom
65 train / Kitchen

Text cards

There are 138 text cards for level 1. These include the
main unit vocabulary for Units 1-9, the ‘Learning
through English’ vocabulary, and the character names.
The text cards can be used in combination with the
flashcards to increase language exposure and provide
support for reading. Their use is optional in Units 1-3,
to provide flexibility for teachers who do not wish to
introduce the written word until later in the school year.
The text cards are contained in a photocopiable booklet.
Photocopying onto card or stiff paper is recommended.
Teachers with large classes may like to enlarge the cards
when photocopying, so that they can be seen more
easily from the back of the classroom.

Photocopy Masters Book (PMB)

The PMB has 48 pages of material:

* pupil word and picture cards for each unit

e the course ‘bookmark’ (see below)

 a cut-out for the ‘Learning through English’ section of
each unit (see below)

¢ an optional extra lesson for each unit (‘Learning
through English’ extension)

e ‘Children around the world’ pages that pupils can use
to personalize their Culture lessons

Word and picture cards

The cards for the main vocabulary input are prepared
by the pupils in Lessons 1 and 2 and used by them in
activities and games throughout the unit. The cards for
the ‘Learning through English’ section (additional
vocabulary input) are prepared in Lesson 7 and used in
activities in Lessons 7-10.

Photocopying onto card rather than paper is
recommended in order to make the cards last longer.

If timing is an issue when preparing the cards, pupils
could take the picture cards home and colour them in
preparation for the next lesson.

Once the cards are prepared they should be kept in the
classroom in separate sets, e.g. in envelopes (with the
pupils’ names on) so that pupils can use them many
times for games and revision.

As with the text cards, use of the word cards is optional
in Units 1-3.

The bookmark

The bookmark on page 3 of the PMB is made in Unit 1,
Lesson 2, and then used regularly in each unit. It has an
opening to allow pupils to isolate what they are looking
for on the page. This supports concentration by limiting
the pupils’ focus to individual pictures, words or letters.
Pupils can personalize their bookmark by colouring it
and writing in their name and class.



Photocopying onto card or stiff paper will help the
bookmark last longer. Pupils can make a pocket in the
front of their Class Book or Activity Book in which to
keep their bookmark (by sticking down three sides of a
piece of cardboard 22cm x 10cm or by sticking in an
envelope or plastic wallet).

Lesson 8 cut-outs

A key feature of this course is ‘Learning through
English’. Each unit contains a specific section which
aims to connect with other areas of the curriculum
(including additional vocabulary input). This section
covers two lessons in the Class Book and Activity Book,
of which the second lesson (Lesson 8) always involves
making a cut-out. All the Lesson 8 cut-outs are provided
in the PMB.

Lesson 8a pages (optional extra lessons)

These pages offer extra material which follows on from
the main ‘Learning through English’ topic, giving you
the opportunity to further develop the themes explored
in the content areas of each unit. The activities aim to
extend the pupils’ interest in the topic, and add to their
enjoyment of learning through active participation.

Children around the world

These pages (PMB pp43-47) form the ‘Personal album’
part of the Culture lessons. They allow pupils to describe
their lives in the context of children around the world,
and highlight similarities and differences in children’s
lifestyles in different countries.

Story Frames Book

This 144-page book reproduces the Class Book stories,
giving each frame a whole page, for story-telling at the
front of the class. This enables you to retell the nine
unit stories in a different way, e.g. with pupils seated in
a semi-circle away from their desks.

The Story Frames Book can either be used as a flop-over
book, or alternatively teachers can cut out and
laminate the pages to use as storycards (this will allow
you to do sequencing activities, such as jumbling up the
cards and asking pupils to reorder them).

The lesson notes suggest that the Story Frames Book is
used in Lesson 5 for revision of the story, but it may also
be used in Lesson 3 for story presentation.

Puppet

There is a Norton glove puppet for the teacher. Norton
the bird is one of the story characters in the book, and
so acts as a link between the classroom and the
imaginary world of the course. His main role in class is
to assist the teacher in presenting vocabulary and
revising it throughout the unit, but he also has a ‘kit
box’ of lesson materials (see below) which is kept in the
classroom. With this he helps to make the pupils aware
of their learning objectives as he reveals the materials
they will be working with at the beginning of each
lesson.

To start your English lesson it is useful to have a routine
that pupils are familiar with and look forward to. As
Norton welcomes the pupils and presents the materials
you will use, you can interact with him in English. This
is a marker of the change from lessons in the pupils’
mother tongue to English lessons.

In flashcard presentations, by asking Norton to handle
the flashcards you have the first opportunity to say
what is on each card and to naturally repeat the word
as Norton gives you the card. Norton can also be used

to model activities, e.g. you can ask him to point to or
find a flashcard. Allow Norton to make mistakes
sometimes, so that pupils feel more comfortable with
their own mistakes.

Norton can also act as your partner while you model
dialogues or pair-work activities for the class, e.g.
Norton: Where's my (ball)?

Teacher: It’s here. (Teacher gives Norton the card.) OR [t
isn’t here. (Teacher shrugs.)

Norton: Tharnk you.

If you have never used a glove puppet before you may
find it useful to practise turning and moving the puppet
as ‘he’ speaks. When Norton is speaking he should look
at the children, and should open and shut his beak in
time to what he says.

Norton'’s kit box

This is a box in your Teacher’s Resource Pack (you will
need to make it up from a flat template into a box). It
is where you can keep the A5 lesson materials which
will be needed for any particular lesson (flashcards, text
cards, CDs, completed cut-outs, PMB picture / word
cards, etc.). In the lesson notes you will see that
Norton’s kit box is used as the starting point for your
lessons. Pupils say a kit rhyme, asking Norton to look in
the kit and show them what is in it for today. As you
and Norton take the materials out of the box you can
mark the transition to English by interacting with the
puppet, and telling the pupils what activities they will
be doing. Similarly when you are finishing your lesson
and putting away the materials you can use the box to
review the lesson content.

In addition to the course materials, use realia wherever
possible to give a flavour of the coming lesson and to
keep pupils curious about what might be in the box. For
example, when introducing a new unit topic, try to find
small items to put in the kit which could represent it — a
biscuit for the food topic, a small plastic animal for the
animals unit, a toy boomerang for the ‘Children round
the world’ section, etc.

The Fixit Game poster

This poster is used to make pupils aware of their
learning throughout the unit, and to play a game at
the end of the unit. It is used in three specific lessons
(though it can be kept on the wall and referred to at
any point):

Lesson 1 — Unit overview

In Lesson 1 the poster is used give an overview of what
is to come. Pupils are asked to look through the new
unit in the Class Book, and to tell the teacher what
activities they think they will be doing.

Lesson 6 — Mid-unit review

In Lesson 6 the poster is used to review the language of
the unit so far. At this mid-point in the unit there is the
opportunity for reflection and re-evaluation. When you
take out the poster you can ask the pupils to recall the
vocabulary and talk to them about the activities they
have been doing. This can encourage and motivate the
pupils to continue to participate in the lessons as they
recognize and remember what they have done.

Lesson 10 — End-of-unit review

In Lesson 10 the poster is used to recall the activities
and related language and to prepare pupils for self-
evaluation. As in Lesson 6 there is opportunity for
reflection. Pupils can discuss their personal learning,




saying what they like, and what they find difficult /
easy. Pupils then use the poster to play a game in
groups, to see how much they have remembered .

The Fixit Game

The Fixit Game is played in groups. Each group has a

story character counter (see the sheet in the Resource

Pack) which is moved around the poster as the group

completes each task. The groups take turns to move.

The game is finished when all characters have arrived

at the Finish.

Each station has a task. If a group completes the task,

their character is moved directly to the next station. If

they can’t complete the task, their character is moved to

the book icon, and the pupils chant Look in the book,

look in the book! Pupils then look in the Class Book to

help them complete the task. They then continue to the

next station.

e Words station 1 - pupils say three words from page 1
of the unit.

* Song / chant station 1 — pupils say or sing a line from
the song / chant on page 1 of the unit.

* Story station - pupils remember a line of dialogue
from the story, or retell part of the story in L1.

¢ Sentences station — pupils remember a sentence from
page 4 of each unit (the grammar structure).

the song / chant on page 5 of each unit.

Words station 2 - pupils remember one word from the
‘Learning through English’ section on pages 6-7 of
each unit.

How to play the Fixit Game

o Tell the pupils they are going to play a game where
they remember what they've done in the unit.

» Divide the class into small groups of 3-6.

e Each group chooses a character counter. The teacher

places each counter under the first Words station.

The teacher reminds the pupils of the topic of the

unit, e.g. toys, and asks group 1 to remember the

words for three toys. If group 1 completes the task,
their character progresses to the next station. If the
group can’t think of three words, the character is
moved to the book icon, and pupils chant Look in the
book, look in the book!, and group 1 looks up more
words on page 1 of the unit. The group then
progresses to the next station.

» Each group takes turns on each station. The teacher
can accept the same answers once pupils start to run
out of vocabulary / song lines!

* The game is complete when all the groups have
reached the Finish.

DVD and DVD Activity Book

(Levels 1 and 2)

An optional DVD (covering Levels 1 and 2) and an
accompanying Activity Book are available to support
the ‘Learning through English’ aspect of the course,
which aims to connect English with other areas of the
curriculum. The DVD provides exciting reports on
cultural and educational topics, linked with the
‘Learning through English’ strand of the course
syllabus, and featuring a distinctive interactive format.
The DVD Activity Book provides activities for pupils and
notes for teachers so that these components form a
stand-alone easy-to-teach thinking skills course as well
as offering an extension of the book material.
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Song / chant station 2 - pupils say or sing a line from

The metaphor for this course is a toolbox or ‘kit’ which
represents the multiple nature of language learning ,
and teaching. In the compartments of our metaphorical
box teachers find what they need to teach and children
discover what they need to learn and function in

English. The kit concept is represented by Mr Fixit’s tool
kit in the stories (this also appears on the poster and in
the self-evaluation activity) and in Norton's kit box
which is used in the classroom to reveal teaching
materials.

The learning objectives

The learning obijectives of this course are based on

fundamental educational aims. They recognize the

importance of helping pupils to apply their learning
and develop interpersonal and intrapersonal skills. Six
threads run through the course:

1 Language

2 Strategies for learning

3 Learning for life

4 Understanding myself and others

5 Learning through English

6 Assessment

These strands are further explained below.

1 Language

Language in context

Children are likely to learn a second language more

effectively if they hear and see the language used in

meaningful contexts before they use it and if they are
involved in enjoyable activities. In line with this
approach it is hoped that the teacher will:

« make connections with the pupils’ developing
understanding of the world;

« use the pupils’ mother tongue as a bridge to their
learning of English;

« take as many opportunities as possible to speak in
English;

« be aware of the potential for absorbing English when
organizing and preparing activities and talking to
pupils about their immediate surroundings.

In Level 1, language (initially primarily oral language)

is presented and practised in a clear context through the

four skills and is not analysed into its component parts.

The vocabulary and structures listed in the ‘Language

surmary’ on Class Book p87 are the ‘core’ language

from Units 1-9. This is what pupils should be able to
understand and use by the end of the book. In addition
to this language, pupils will also absorb language from

a range of sources such as:

e the festivals and culture sections;

 language for setting up and doing activities;

« the off-page narrator’s lines in stories (on the CD);

« the interaction between Norton and the teacher;

» the many classroom situations that offer opportunities
for meaningful use of English.

The language focus

In level 1 the focus is on the acquisition of vocabulary
and structures in the form of chunks of language, e.g.
car, It’s red , Pass me ... Pupils are encouraged to add



vocabulary to the chunks they know in order to form
phrases of their own, e.g. Pass me a (food or drink),
please.

The skills-based syllabus

Language is practised through the four skills — moving
from listening and showing understanding of single
words (e.g. Teacher: Show me yellow) to speaking and
showing understanding by responding (e.g. Teacher:
Where is it? Pupils: It's in C4).

Optional reading and writing

For the first three units reading and writing are
optional. This allows the teacher to choose the
language skills practice most suited to the pupils’
ongoing general development in reading and writing.
In Units 1-3 of the Activity Book the optional reading
and writing activities are part of a two-stage activity.
The first part of the activity is a listening task. The
second part is reading / writing, which can be omitted if
preferred. (The first three unit tests also contain similar
optional reading / writing sections.)

The additional lesson 5a at the back of the Activity
Book provides extra writing for all units including the
first three.

In the Class Book all text is optional reading
throughout Level 1. Text is included in the form of
vocabulary labels, the story text, the speech bubbles on
song pages, etc. but these are additional to the visuals
which support the central listening and speaking focus.

2 Strategies for learning

Pupils need to: -

¢ become effective and independent learners;

¢ develop an awareness of their own learning strategies;
¢ do activities to suit their diverse learning styles;

* have opportunities to reflect on how they learn best.
This course upholds these objectives by providing
material to support a range of different types of
intelligence:

» Linguistic:

* Musical:

e Kinaesthetic:

stories, teacher talk
songs and chants
action games, tracing and joining
activities, ‘make and do’ activities
artwork, diagrams, flashcards, ‘cutting
and sticking’, observation such as ‘look
and find’ activities
* Mathematical: activities that call on the pupils to
sequence and order items
activities based on the natural world,
including observation, categorizing,
cycles
¢ Interpersonal: circle games, pair and group work
s Intrapersonal: personal word collection (Picture
Dictionary), reflecting on and talking
about own styles and abilities, target
and goal setting
The course also offers a rich visual and auditory context
which encourages pupils to become visually and aurally
literate through:
e predicting, listening to, and reading stories;
¢ meeting familiar characters in pre- and post- story
activities;
e interacting with the puppet;
e using visual supports (Class Book / Activity Book
- pictures, flashcards, PMB picture cards, the poster, and
R

* Visual:

* Natural:

all the visual material that individual pupils make in
class). .
3 Learning for life
A focus on personal, social, and health education is
introduced in songs and through stories, chants, and
follow-up activities.
Song topics
Unit 1 - Following instructions
Unit 2 — Supporting our friends
Unit 3 — Washing our hands before meals
Unit 4 - Sharing and playing together
Unit 5§ — Cooperating and taking turns
Unit 6 — Caring for animals
Unit 7 — Exercising to keep fit
Unit 8 — Playing games and obeying rules
Unit 9 — Helping at home
Elsewhere in the course every opportunity is taken to
encourage appropriate behaviour, community feeling,
caring for others and developing good relationships.

4 Understanding myself and others

Cultural awareness and intercultural learning are part

of language education.

It is important for children to:

» develop an awareness of the people around them;

+ learn about people who live in other countries;

» understand and reflect on the differences and
similarities between their own and other cultures.

The intercultural learning objectives are based on

pupils’ immediate experiences, and include:

learning about celebrations around the world and comparing

them to their own

* Peace Day, Christmas, Mother’s Day (see pp75-770of
the Class Book)

becoming aware of children’s.lives in other countries

¢ 'Children around the world’ (see pp78-83 of the Class
Book)

These sections include topics which allow for

comparison: family, food, toys, pets, and clothes.

' 5 Learning through English

This key element of the course links directly to subjects
such as Maths, Science, Art, and PSHE (Personal, Social,
and Health Education).

All nine units contain a specific section which aims to

connect with a subject topic and act as a starting point

for teachers who wish to explore it further with their
classes.

This section includes:

* new vocabulary;

* listening and reading activities which develop the
pupils’ understanding of the subject and practise
subject-specific skills;

* g practical activity which allows pupils to become
personally involved in the topic (e.g. a cut-out);

* a photocopiable worksheet for teachers who wish to’
pursue the topic further (this is the extra optional
lesson 8a).

In this section the focus is as much on the content as

the language used to convey it.







