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91 91

 1. What might you see if you visited Oregon?

  _______ the deepest lake                _______ the widest lake

  _______ the coldest lake

 2. Some people went to Oregon because it had ______________ soil.
   rich    poor    dirty

A table of contents tells you where to fi nd things in a book. Use this 
table of contents to answer the questions.

    Table of Contents
   Map of Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
   The Oregon Trail. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
   Oregon’s Natural Beauty . . . . . . . . 17
   Famous People of Oregon. . . . . . . 25
   Oregon Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

 3.  If you want to fi nd out about Oregon’s 
national parks, turn to page (5, 17).

 4.  If you want to fi nd out where the city of 
Portland, Oregon is, turn to page (3, 25).

 1. Do you think there are farmers in Oregon? How do you know?

 2. What are a few words that describe Oregon?

X

rich

95

 1. What might you see if you live in Vermont?

  _______ green mountains                _______ green rivers

  _______ blue mountains

 2. You can climb

  _______ Bread Loaf Mountain.       _______ Meatloaf Mountain.

  _______ Butter Mountain.

 3. Maple tree sap is turned into syrup. This happens in a

  _______ milk house.       _______ sugarhouse.       _______ sap house.

 4. What does Vermont’s name mean?

  _______ Tall Mountains                _______ Maple Mountains

  _______ Green Mountains 

 5. Vermont’s name comes from two _______________ words. 

  _______ Spanish                _______ German                _______ French

 1. Would you want to live in Vermont? Why or why not?

 2.  What kind of tree is in the picture on page 94? How do you know?

X

X

X

X

X

maple; It is being tapped for syrup. 

95

93

 1. What island could you see in Rhode Island?

  _______ Block Island

  _______ Kidd Island

  _______ Watch Island

 2. Rhode Island is the _____________________ state.
   smallest    largest    prettiest

 3. Rhode Island has a nickname. It is

  _______ “Little Rhody.”

  _______ “Bay State.”

  _______ “Pirate State.”

 4. If you wanted to go to Block Island, you could take a 

  _______ ferry.                _______ train.                _______ bus.

 1. Would you want to travel to Block Island? Why or why not?

 2. Give Rhode Island another nickname.

 3.  Do you think that Captain Kidd’s gold is still buried on Block 
Island? Why or why not?

X

X

X

smallest

93

97

 1. What horse race takes place in Kentucky?

  _______ Kentucky Derby

  _______ Kentucky Doggie

  _______ Kansas Derby

 2. President _________________________ was born in Kentucky.
   Lincoln    Kennedy    Washington

 3. Kentucky has the longest ___________ in the world.
   cave    wave

 4. In what month does the Kentucky Derby take place? 

  _______ May                _______ June                _______ July

 5. What kind of school did Lincoln go to?

  _______ a log cabin school         _______ a small stone schoolhouse

  _______ a school for wealthy children

 1.  Do you like horses? Would you want to see a race? Why or why 
not?

 2. Give Kentucky a nickname.

X

X

X

Lincoln

cave

97
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 1. Noah Webster grew up in

  _______ West Hartford.

  _______ East Hartford.

  _______ West Hattyfi elds.

 2. He lived in a ________________ saltbox house.
   black     brown    red

 3. In what year did Noah publish his fi rst dictionary?

  _______ 1706                _______ 1806                _______ 1906

 4. In Connecticut in the winter, it is

  _______ very cold.

  _______ damp.

  _______ warm.

 1. Would you want to meet Noah Webster? Why or why not?

 2. Would you want to write a dictionary?

 3. Why do you think spelling bees are held at Noah’s old house?

X

X

X

red

103

 1. There are many _______________ in Wisconsin.

  _______ teachers          _______ dairy farmers          _______ cowboys

 2. Dairy farmers make

  _______ orange juice.           _______ cheese.           _______ cookies.

 3. Check the items below that are dairy products.

  _______ milk _______ apples                _______ butter

  _______ cheese _______ beef

 4. What fi nally ended up happening to “The Belle of Wisconsin”?

  _______ It got moldy. 

  _______ It was sliced and sold.

  _______ It was turned into butter.

 1. Would you want to live in Wisconsin? Why or why not?

 2.  Would you want to tour America in the “Cheesemobile”? Why or 
why not?

 3. What is your favorite dairy product?

X

X

X
X

X

X

103

101

 1. Robert Frost was a famous

  _______ song writer.

  _______ poet.

  _______ singer.

 2. Many of his poems are about

  _______ roses.                _______ buildings.                _______ nature.

 3. What do you think Robert Frost would rather write a poem about?

  _______ bikes                _______ trees                _______ trucks

 4. Which of these statements is NOT true? 

  _______ Robert Frost lived in a town called Derry. 

  _______ Robert Frost wrote poems about fall leaves. 

  _______ No one knows where Robert got his ideas.

 1. Would you want to live in New Hampshire? Why or why not?

 2. What would you like to write a poem about?

X

X

X

X

101

105

 1. Montana is called

  _______ “Big Time.”

  _______ “Big Sky Country.”

  _______ “Big Cow.”

 2. Grasshopper Glacier has _______________ of frozen grasshoppers.

  _______ a couple              _______ hundreds              _______ millions

 3. Why are the Rocky Mountain goats hard to see? 

  _______ There are only a few of them. 

  _______ They blend in with the mountain.

  _______ They live high up on the rocks. 

 4. In Montana, the sky seems to meet the

  _______ land.                _______ sea.                _______ lake.

 1. Would you want to live in Montana? Why or why not?

 2.  Which would you want to see more, a grasshopper, glacier, or a 
Rocky Mountain goat? Explain why.

X

X

X

X

105

Answer Key

704579 INT 1.indd   151704579 INT 1.indd   151 3/17/20   2:29 PM3/17/20   2:29 PM



152
Spectrum Reading Grade 1 Answer Key

107 107

 1. Nevada is the _______________ state in the United States.

  _______ rainiest

  _______ driest

  _______ hottest

 2. Huge piles of cement were used to make Hoover Dam

  _______ strong.                _______ gray.                _______ cold.

 3. Who was Hoover Dam named after? 

  _______ the person who built it

  _______ a president

  _______ the governor of Nevada

 4. The water in Lake Tahoe is 

  _______ clear.                _______ cloudy.                _______ shallow.

 1. Would you want to live in Nevada? Why or why not?

 2.  Would you want to help build a giant water dam? Why or why 
not?

X

X

X

X

111

 1. Over _______________ islands make up Hawaii.

  _______ one hundred

  _______ two hundred

  _______ three hundred

 2. The word aloha means

  _______ like.                _______ pretty.                _______ love.

 3. Volcanoes make Hawaii’s 

  _______ islands.               _______ weather.               _______ oceans.

 4. Saying aloha is a way to _______________ people. 

  _______ confuse

  _______ welcome

  _______ call

 1. Would you want to live in Hawaii? Why or why not?

 2. Would you want to tour a volcano?

 3. What is unusual about some of the plants and animals in Hawaii?

X

X

X

X

They are not found anywhere else.

111

109

 1. Texas is so big that it has _______________ time zones.

  _______ three

  _______ two

  _______ one

 2. If you visit Big Bend National Park, what might you see?

  _______ bats

  _______ bears

  _______ baboons

 3. Why did the author write this article? 

  _______ to tell about armadillos

  _______ to tell about the state of Texas

  _______ to make the reader laugh

 1. Would you want to live in Texas? Why or why not?

 2. If you visited, what animal would you most like to see?

X

X

X

109

113

 1. What might you see in Maryland?

  _______ bays

  _______ a rain forest

  _______ the tallest mountain

 2. Maryland has things to do for

  _______ everybody.                _______ a few people.

 3. Which of these is Maryland’s nickname?

  _______ “little America”                _______ “the Bay State”

  _______ “mini America” 

 4.  Francis Scott Key was on a _______________ in a harbor when he 
wrote America’s anthem. 

  _______ plane                _______ boat                _______ beach

 1. Would you like to live in Maryland? Why or why not?

 2. What would you nickname Maryland?

 3. How do you think Maryland got its nickname?

X

X

X

X

Possible answer: It has mountains, valleys, 
and beaches, just like America does. 

113
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 1. What might you see in California?

  _______ movie making                _______ cornfi elds

  _______ kangaroos

 2. Why do so many people visit California?

  _______ There are many pretty places to visit.

  _______ There are lots of cars.

  _______ There are lots of people.

 3. Based on the article, you know that California is near 

  _______ the ocean.           _______ Florida.           _______ a big lake.

 4. California is the largest state. Is this true or false? 

  _______ true                _______ false

 1. Would you like to live in California? Why or why not?

 2. What would you nickname California?

 3.  Look at the picture near the top of this page. What does it help 
you understand about California?

X

X

X

X

How big redwood trees are.

119

 1. What might you see in New York?

  _______ the Statue of Liberty              _______ the Painting of Liberty

  _______ the Statue of Freedom

 2. Why might it be fun to visit New York City?

  _______ There are a lot of fun things to do.

  _______ It is sunny.

  _______ There are a lot of roads.

 3. Which of these best describes New York? 

  _______ a small city    _______ a busy city    _______ a country town 

 4. New York has more ______________ than any other American city.

  _______ statues                _______ people                _______ buses

 1. Would you like to visit New York? Why or why not?

 2. What would you nickname New York?

 3.  When people are new to America, why do you think they go to 
New York?

X

X

X

X

119

117

 1. What might you see in Florida?

  _______ polar bears

  _______ alligators

  _______ bears

 2. What fruit is grown a lot in Florida?

  _______ bananas                _______ apples                _______ oranges

 3. In paragraph 2, what does the word launched mean? 

  _______ moved           _______ sent into the air           _______ stored

 4.  Based on the pictures, what kinds of trees do you think grow in 
Florida? 

  _______ palm trees     _______ redwood trees     _______ birch trees

 1. Would you like to live in Florida? Why or why not?

 2. What nickname would you give Florida?

 3. Tell what you know or have heard about hurricanes.

X

X

X

X

117

121

 1. What might you see in Pennsylvania?

  _______ the Liberty Bell

  _______ the Statue of Liberty

  _______ the Liberty Well

 2. Philadelphia is a city where famous people signed

  _______ baseball cards.     _______ important papers.     _______ art.

 3. Who is Pennsylvania named after? 

  _______ William Penn

  _______ Sylvia Penn

  _______ Ben Franklin 

 4. Which of these is NOT a city in Pennsylvania? 

  _______ Pittsburgh         _______ Philadelphia         _______ Penn City

 1. Would you learn a lot by going to Philadelphia? Why or why not?

 2. What are two words to describe Pennsylvania?

 3. Tell what you know about the Declaration of Independence.

X

X

X

X

121

Answer Key
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 1. Mount Rushmore has _______________ faces carved out of stone.

  _______ three

  _______ two

  _______ four

 2. The Badlands are

  _______ bad.            _______ good.            _______ fi lled with gorges.

 3. Whose faces are carved in Mount Rushmore? 

  _______ hikers                _______ presidents                _______ athletes

 4. What is a mesa? 

  _______ a desert

  _______ a lake

  _______ a hill with a fl at top

 1. Would you want to see Mount Rushmore? Why or why not?

 2.  Do you think it would be hard to carve people’s heads out of 
stone? Why or why not?

X

X

X

X

127

 1. Winters in Minnesota can be so cold that wet hair turns to

  _______ snow.

  _______ ice.

  _______ dark.

 2. Where might you go swimming in Minnesota?

  _______ lakes                _______ parks                _______ oceans

 3. The cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul are known as the 

  _______ “Double Cities.”                _______ “Twin Cities.”

  _______ “Chilly Cities.”

 4. Fishing and boating are fun to do in Minnesota during the 

  _______ winter.                _______ summer.

 1. Would you want to visit Minnesota? Why or why not?

 2. What are two words that describe Minnesota?

 3.  If you lived in Minnesota, would you like summer or winter better? 
Why?

X

X

X

X

127

125

 1. What president was born in Virginia?

  _______ George Washington

  _______ George Bush

  _______ King George

 2. What was the name of the fi rst English town?

  _______ Jamestown

  _______ Jimstown

 3. The fi rst English _______________ was built in Virginia.
   park    town    barn

 1. Would you like to visit Virginia? Why or why not?

 2.  What do you think you might see in an old fashioned town like 
Williamsburg?

 3.  In the second paragraph, it says that Jamestown was founded in 
1607. What do you think founded means?

X

X

town

Possible answer: started; begun

125

129

 1. The city of Denver is _______________ in the sky.

  _______ low

  _______ high

  _______ blue

 2. Some people come to this state to

  _______ ski.                _______ surf.                _______ see fi sh.

 3. What is the capital of Colorado? 

  _______ Rocky Mountain

  _______ Mile City

  _______ Denver

 1. Would you like to ski, bike, or raft in Colorado? Why?

 2. What are two words to describe Colorado?

 3.  What does the red star by Denver on the 
map mean?

X

X

X

It means that Denver is 
the capital of Colorado.

129

Answer Key
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 1. Why do people come to see the Grand Canyon?

  _______ the sunshine

  _______ the shapes of the rocks

  _______ the food

 2. What are some things you can do at the Grand Canyon?

  _______ look for fossils

  _______ take a train ride

  _______ make soap

 3. How many people visit the Grand Canyon every year?

  _______ millions             _______ thousands             _______ hundreds

 1. Would you like to see the Grand Canyon? Why or why not?

 2. What are two words to describe the Grand Canyon?

 3. How does the author feel about Arizona? How do you know?

X

X

X

Possible answer: The author likes it. The first 
sentence says that Arizona is a great place. 

Words to Know

 1. snap
  snail
  snore

 4. was
  wing
  wish

 7. am
  apple
  ape

 10. friend
  feet
  from

 13. kit
  kite
  kiss

 2. has
  hand
  her

 5. fox
  for
  from

 8. want
  wish
  will

 11. fl y
  fry
  fun

 14. gift
  give
  get

 3. pine
  penny
  pinch

 6. dinner
  dime
  don’t

 9. whale
  wink
  what

 12. sun
  star
  skip

 15. string
  step
  skunk

133

132

Words to Know

 1. duck
  dog
  did

 4. bowl
  bee
  big

 7. pond
  put
  play

 10. hop
  hat
  him

 13. pull
  push
  pail

 2. for
  fi sh
  from

 5. call
  can’t
  cold

 8. foot
  farm
  for

 11. road
  run
  red

 14. soft
  set
  says

 3. grass
  green
  go

 6. water
  wet
  won’t

 9. can
  class
  corn

 12. sun
  son
  sit

 15. sleep
  slip
  sled

132

134

Contractions

 1. do not  __________________

 2. let us  ___________________

 3. will not  _________________

 4. was not  ________________

 5. is not  ___________________

 6. that is  __________________

 7. can not  ________________

 8. did not  _________________

 9. I will  ____________________

don’t

won’t

isn’t didn’t

let’s

wasn’t can’t

that’s I’ll

134
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Lost Letters

 1.  Why does Little Duck want to fl y?

  He wants to see the blue s____y.

 2. How can he fl y?

  With his w____ngs.

 3. Do boys and girls have wings?

  N____t that I can se____.

 4. Do fi sh have wings?

  N____, but they have f____ns.

 5. Can Little Duck dive?

  Yes, he can d____ve.

k

i

o e

o i

i

Words to Know

 1. hall
  home
  hop

 4. green
  great
  good

 7. to
  two
  toe

 10. bars
  bug
  birds

 13. can
  cage
  call

 2. bear
  bee
  big

 5. bench
  boat
  belt

 8. bend
  back
  bath

 11. call
  can’t
  can

 14. play
  pan
  pin

 3. pat
  pet
  pit

 6. like
  love
  log

 9. big
  bring
  bow

 12. land
  lick
  lip

 15. ran
  run
  rock

137

136

Lost Letters

 1.   What animal did Carolyn pick?

  She picked a k____tten.

 2.  How did the kitten feel?

  The new kitten felt s____ft.

 3.  What kind of pets do most people have?

  Most people have c____ts or d____gs.

 4.  Do some people have different pets?

  Max has a pet fr____g and a pet t____rtle.

 5. Would a tiger make a good pet?

  No, a tiger wo____’t make a good pet.

i

o

a

o u

n

o

136
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