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All Wrapped Up

What kind of wrapping paper do
Stephanie and her mom use?

' “Do you really think he’ll like it?” 1
asked Mom for the fiftieth fime. She
gave me the same answer every time.

2 “Of course he will, Steph, and
mostly because you made it.”

¥ Twasn’t completely sure about

her answer. | wanted him 1o like his
Father’s Day present because it was
great, not just because I made it.
Dad had been talking about building
a birdhouse all winter. He just hadn’t
had time. So, I asked Mom to help
me make one. One wall was a little
crooked, but other than that it looked
pretty good, [ thought.

" We had nailed the roof on after
school. Now, we were hunting in the
attic for a box to put the birdhouse in.

® “Is this one big enough?” [ asked,

holding up an old shoe box.

5 “*Mmm, [ don’t think the roof would
quite fit. Here’s one. What do you
think?” asked Mom.

7 “Looks good. I'm sure that’ll be big
enough. Let’s go wrap it.” Father’s Day
was two days away, but [ was eager
to have my present all ready.

& “Okay. I have a great idea for

wrapping paper,” said Mom. She
loved to drop hinfs.

9 “Oh, did you buy some new stuff?” |

asked.
0 “Nope,” said Mom simply.

Spectrum Reading Grade 3
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"' *Uhhh, well, what's the ideq, then?”
You just never knew with my mom.

> Mom spread out a big sheet of
plain light brown paper. There were
already some paints sitting on the
counter, along with some sponges and
rubber stamps. Mom waved her arms
over the collection. "We're

going fo print our own wrapping
paper. Won't that make your present
extra special?”

s Well, I thought my present was
already extra special, but if it made
Mom happy, [ guess [ would do if.
"Okay. Extra special paper for an extra
special present. Let’s do it.”



NAME

Write the best word to complete each sentence below.

Stephanie and her mom look for a box in the
(attic, entrance, ending)

. Stephanie was proud that she had her present.

(waved, built, filled)

Stephanie was about Mom'’s wrapping ideaq.
(clever, crazy, curious)

Explain how Stephanie will make the wrapping paper.

Write two adjectives you could use to describe Stephanie.
and

Look at the picture. Where do you think Stephanie and her mom are?
in the living room in the garage in Stephanie’s room

. From whose point of view is the story told?

. Do you think Dad will like Stephanie’s gift? Why or why not?

Spectrum Reading Grade 3
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Making Prints

Read to see how fo create your own
prints.

' Making prints is easy and fun, and
there is no limit to the designs you
can make.

Supplies
paints (fempera or acrylic)
paintbrushes
stamps* (see note below)
sheets of tissue or craft paper
plastic lids
newspaper

* Use store-bought rubber or
sponge stamps. Or make your own
stamps, using household materials
such as fruits or vegetables,
kitchen utensils, bottle caps, office
supplies, and so on.

\
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Instructions

2

Cover your work area with
newspaper.

Pour small amounts of paint into
plastic lids (so you can easily dip
your stamps into the paint).

Lay out a sheet of paper. Imagine
the design you are going to print.

Dip a stamp into some paint. If you
want fo use more than one color
for a stamp, apply paint to areas of
the stamp with a paintbrush.

Press the stamp, paint side down,
firmly on the paper without
jiggling or sliding the stamp from
side to side.

Hold the paper down with one
hand while you liftf the stamp.

. Repeat steps U, 5, and 6 until your

design is complete.

. Let paper dry. To clean up, wash

stamps and paintbrushes in warm,
soapy water,

In addition fo making wrapping

paper, you can use this same
process to decorate boxes, book
covers, or even walls and furniture
(with permission, of course). Use your
imagination and print away!



NAME

I. The author used a numbered list for the instructions. Why do you think this was
done?

2. What other kinds of instructions, with numbered lists, have you seen?

3. Number the sentences to show the order in which fo complete the stamping
project.
Dip stamp into paint.
Press stamp on paper.
Put paint in plastic lids.
Let dry.
Lay out sheet of paper.
Lift the stamp.

4. Why do the instructions say you should put small amounts of paint in plastic lids?

5. What can you think of that you would like to decorate with stamps?

6. Explain how you can make your own stamps.

N

. What is the author’s purpose?
to instruct tfo entertain to persuade

8. Does this sound like a craft you would like to try? Why or why not?

Spectrum Reading Grade 3
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Answer Key

. This story is mostly about
_____asleepover.
______Sam’s parents.

_ X two boys’ plans.

At the beginning, when Sam and Kent are talking on the phone, what did you
think they might be talking about?

Answers will vary

[

©»

In the story, when did you find out what the boys are planning?

when Sam asks his parents for permission

=

Why do you think Sam told his dad about the grass clippings?
Answers will vary.

o

Why does Sam mention being warm enough and when the lights will be
turned out?

Answers will vary.

o

Now that the boys have permission, what do you think they will do next?
Answers will vary.

~

. In paragraph 5, why are the words Now, if we can only falk our parents info
letting us do thisin italics?

Sam is not speaking out loud. He is thinking those words.

What is the author’s purpose in writing this selection?

to entertain

B

Have you ever been worried about asking your parents to do something? What
was it, and how did you ask them?

Answers will vary.

I. One of the boys usually has the ideas. The other one seems to go
along with those ideas. Which boy is the “leader”?

Sam

2. What details from the story helped you answer question 1?
Answers will vary.

3. Kent says he might help his mom with supper. What does that tell you about
Kent?

Answers will vary.

4. Based on what you know about camping, how do you feel about all the stuff
the boys have in their fent? List what you think they need and what they don’t
need.

What They Need

Answers will vary.

What They Don’t Need
Answers will vary.

o

. In some stories, the author fells you what is happening. In this story, the author
uses mostly dialogue, what the characters say, to let you know what is going
on. Choose one line of dialogue and write what it helps you know about the
character.

Dialogue: Ex.: “Oh, no! We’re camping. Those are justforin
the house...”
Answers will vary.

o

. Why does Kent think that Sam knows more about camping?
Possible answer: The tent belongs t m’ Kent
figures Sam knows something about camping.

N

How do you think the boys feel about camping out together? Explain your
answer.

Answers will vary.

]

w

=

o

o

N
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. What do you know about pitching a tent? Do you have anything to add to

these instructions?
Answers will vary.

Number the senfences to show the order of steps to pitch a fent.
3 Spread out groundcloth.
7 Tighten and peg guy lines.
__1__ Choose and clear an area.
5 put together tent poles.
2 Lay out equipment.
4 Pound stakes through loops.
6 Raise the poles.

If you don’t know or understand what a guy line is, which illustration helps you
figure it out? Tell how.

The illustration that goes with Step 7; the guy lines are
stretched out, just as the text describes.

Choose one illustration. Explain what it shows.
Answers will vary.

In the first paragraph, the author says that pitching a tent alone is difficult. Why
do you think this is?

Possible answer: It is hard to put in the poles and raise the
tent alone.

What is the purpose of a groundcloth?

Possible answer: to protect the bottom of the tent

Which two steps explain what to do with the poles?

5 and 6

After reading these instructions, do you think you could pitch a tent? Why or
why not?

Answers will vary.
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. Which sentence best describes this story?

X Nothing exciting happens to the boys in the tent.
The boys have a crazy night in the tent.
In the morning, Kent plays a frick on Sam and scares him.

. Why did the boys stop playing badminton?

Sam finds crumbs in his sleeping bag.

Read the sentences below. Write F next to sentences that are facts and O next
to sentences that are opinions.
Kent eatfs too many crackers.
F _ Sam’s dad had been telling camping stories for almost an hour.
F__ Breakfast is ready.
_ O sam’s dad fells the best camping stories.

What do you think the boys were hoping would happen?
Answers will vary.

In paragraph 3, why does Kent furn red?

Answers will vary. Possible answer: He was surprised.

Write C next to the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the
sentence that is the effect.

E  Kent landed on top of Sam.

C _Sam’s mom startled the boys.

. This story has two seftings. What are they?

Sam’s kitchen and _the tent

Answer Key




Answer Key

. What is causing Mikki to worry?

Sh lights flashin tside.

What does Mikki do to try to get to sleep?

First, she turns away from the window and closes her eyes

N

Then, she rolls toward the window and tries to figure out what it is

w

What is causing the flashing lights?

There is a thunderstorm far in the distance. Mikki is seeing
only the lightning.

Have you ever been kept awake at night by something that bothered or
puzzled you? Write about it.

Answers will vary.

=

o

From whose point of view is this story told?
Mom's X__ Mikki's Uncle Walt’s

o

Which word best describes Mom in the story?
impatient confused X__kind

~

. Is this story realistic? Why or why not?
yes; Possible answer: The things that happen in the story could
happen in real life.

8. Name three things that Mikki thinks the lights could be. Possible answers:
car lights police car flashers  space ships

. The author wrote this article to
______enfertain.
__X__ give information.
persuade.

N

. Which comes first, thunder or lightning?
Lightning comes first.
. What causes lightning? Give a brief answer.

build-up of - roplet

w

=

. How does lightning cause thunder?

sudden changes in air temperature cause the sound.

o

. If you read only the two headings in this article, what would you learn?
Answers will vary.

o

. Write T for true or F for false next to each statement below.
F__ Thunder always takes the same amount of time fo reach Earth.
T __ Light fravels faster than sound.
F__ Thunder and lightning are not related to each other.

N

What is the main idea of paragraph 4?

Possible answer: Lightning happens when the electrical
charge in droplets has to discharge.

®

. Which of the following is the purpose of paragraph 1?
X__introduction author’s purpose conclusion

Put a check next to the sentences that are frue.
1. _ v/ Theidea for Smokey the Bear started in the 1940s.

2. Smokey the Bear lives in New Mexico.
3. The Forest Service made posters in honor of a bear cub that died in a
fire.

u. v Smokey the Bear was a drawing first, and then a real bear.

Write M next fo the sentences that tell about make-believe things.

5. Smokey the Bear lived in a zoo for many years.

6. _M __smokey the Bear speaks to campers about the danger of forest fires.
7. _M__Smokey the Bear used to help firefighters put out fires.

8. Why was Smokey the Bear created? Write the phrase or sentence from the

article that tells you.
to protect America’s forest:

o

In paragraph 2, what problem did U.S. leaders have?
They were worried about having enough wood for the war.

10. What was the solution?
to start a campaign to prevent forest fires

. What organization created the fire safety posters?
the Forest Service

12. In the posters, did Smokey the Bear look realistic? Explain.
Possible answer: No, he was wearing a park ranger’s hat.

13
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A fact is something that can be proven frue. An opinion is what someone thinks or
feels. Check the sentences that are facts.

I. L Vegetables can be grown in pofts.

2. Creating a garden on a fire escape is difficult.
3. Anygarden is beautiful.

4. L Plants need soil and water.

5,

. Number the sentences to show the order in which things happened.
3 Rosa bought potting soil.
2 Rosa fook the pots home.
4 Rosa planted her seeds
__ 1 Rosa saw the pofs.

o

Check the words or phrases that best describe Rosa.
selfish
tends to waste fime
V/_likes the outdoors
v appreciates beauty

~N

. Why do you think Rosa slept well the night after she bought seeds and soil?
Possible answer: She felt happy and content.

®

The author repeats a line from paragraph U in the last paragraph. What line is
it? Why do you think the author repeats it?

“masses of flowers and fat, glowing fruits.” Possible answer:
It's something Rosa likes to repeat to herself to remind her of
what her garden will be like.

o

Have you ever planted something and watched it grow? Tell about how it
made you feel.

Answers will vary.

17
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Answer Key

I. Why is Rosa worried about her plants on this day? I. What do you know about peppers, or what experiences have you had growing

She is afraid the heat and lack of rain will hurt her plants. or eafing peppers?
Answers will vary.

Write T if the sentence is frue. Write F if the sentence is false.

) o Wi
2. F _ This story is mostly about Rosa worrying about her garden. 2. Do you like pe_ppers. Witie why or why not.
I Answers will vary.
3. _F  Rosais careless about her garden.
ili ? li 2
4. T Rosa plans fo share her flowers with ofhers. 3. Holw are bell peppers and chili peppers the §0me. How are they different?
e Write what the arficle tells you about each kind.
5. T Too much sun causes Rosa’s plants to dry up. Bell Peppers
Compare how things really are with how they used fo be, or with what Rosa size apple-sized
imagines. Shape round
6. The strongest, tallest tomato plant is_pale and dry looking . Color red, yellow, or green
It had been _green and smooth . Flavor less spicy
7. Rosa bites into an_apple . Chili Peppers
She imagines that it is a_big, juicy tomato . Size MNANY sizes
shape long and skinn
8. she chops a catrol ' Color red, yellow, or green
. olor
She imagines that it is a shiny green pepper . N
Flavor _hot or spic
9. Fornow, Rosa works at a factory 4. What two headings does the author divide the article into? How is this helpful?
She dreams of running her own flower shop Bell Peppers and Chili Peppers; Possible answer: The sections
10. Why do you think Rosa spends so much fime daydreaming? help you know where to look for information in the article.
Possible answer: She doesn’t like her job, and her life is not
very colorful or interesting. 5. Write T for frue or F for false next to each statement below.

Hot peppers can make your eyes water.
F__ Bell peppers are very spicy.
Answers will vary. T Peppers can be prepared in many ways.
F__Bell peppers are red, and chili peppers are green.

. What details from the story helped you answer question 10?

12. Which of these is mostly likely to be true? 6. What makes chili peppers burn your mouth?
Rosa lives in the country. a chemical in them
v/ Rosalivesina city.
7. What two vitamins are peppers high in?
A and C
1. What was Joseph’s main goal in getting a job at 177 I. As you began to read about Mr. Fellini’s walk in the park, what did you think
to help support his family was going to happen?
Answers will vary.
2. Why did Joseph always make a point to walk past the bakery?
He loved the way it smelled. 2. Predict what Mr. Fellini will do next.
Answers will vary.
3. Who starfed work earlier, Joseph or the pie bakers? 3. Which of these does Mr. Fellini see on his walk?
the pie baker a work of art
Ihe pie baker i
— X__ children and turtles
X__mothers and baby strollers
4. Who is the main character in this story? — anest of young birds
oseph Fellini 4. Which of these best describes Mr. Fellini?
/_ thoughtful anxious impatient
5. Would you describe young Joseph as serious or dreamy? Write why. 9 P
Answers will vary. 5. Reread the last two lines of paragraph 8. Why is it odd that the cars waited
: patiently?
Possible answer: If there is a line of cars, I would expect the
drivers to be impatient.
?
6. How did Jose;?h feel cibouf is job? B R 6. Why does Mr. Fellini think that the power-walking mothers should slow down?
He had enjoyed it. It made him feel important. . . .
so that they can take the time to notice the birds and flowers
7. Do you think Joseph was a good worker? Explain.
Answers will vary 7. Write C next fo the senfence below that is the cause. Write E next fo the
sentence that is the effect.
C _Aline of mothers and baby strollers marched by.
8. Do you think Joseph has lived in the same city his whole life? Explain. E M. Felin had fo st  tho sid K
Possible answer: Yes. He walked past the bakery in high —=— M refinthadtio siep off ihe sidewal
school. As an old man, he still lives in the same area. 8. Give an example of a line of dialogue from fhe sfory.
_ Possible answer: “What'll it be today, Mr. Fellini?”
9. At the end of the story, how does Joseph feel when he sees a young pie man
act impatiently?
Possible answer: He thinks the young man should slow Q. Mr. Fellini appreciates the small things in life. Do you agree or disagree? Why?
down—he is just at the beginning of his career. Answers will vary.
Spectrum Reading Grade 3 Answer Key
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Answer Key

®

o

N

w

=

o

o

N

. The article contains a feature box titled “Central Park by the Numbers.” What

kind of information is in the box?
Th X gives information t the size of th rk and th
number of things in it.

Why do you think this information was shown in a separate list instead of in the
text?

Answers will vary.

When was Central Park planned?

1858

The park was a daring project because

the land was rocky, swampy, and muddy

If you walked on all of the walking paths in the park, you would walk

58 miles

Which is greater, the number of frees or the number of benches?

the number of trees

For what reason was Central Park created?

as a green space that gives people a break from the busy
city

. How is Central Park different from an average city park?

It is much, much larger.

. Have you ever visited Central Park? If you have, tell what it was like. If you

haven't, tell what you might like to do there.
Answers will vary.

27
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. In most stories, a character has a problem. What is Perry’s problem?

. What information in the story helped you answer question 1?

. Find a line of the coach’s dialogue. What does it tell you about the coach?

. Coach thinks that a passing exercise is important because

. What is the setting for this story?

. Practice was awful. Is this a fact or an opinion?

. The last line of paragraph 5 says that Perry didn’t even wait for his mom’s usual

. Which word or phrase best describes Perry in this story?

. Have you ever wished you could quit an activity? Tell about it.

He feels awful during soccer practice.

Answers will vary.

Dialogue is what the characters in a story say. What did you learn about Perry
from his dialogue?

He doesn’t ever want to go back to soccer practice.

Dialogue: Answers will vary.

What it tells: Answers will vary.

the players need to be able to pass the ball well during a
game

the soccer field

an opinion

question. What do you think her question is?
Possible answer: How was practice?

confident full of energy v exhausted

Answers will vary.

~

N

w
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o

o
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. Mrs. Rothman is speechless because

Perry has just said he wants to quit soccer.

Check two words that tell how Perry probably felt.
v/ disappointed
proud
eager
v/ frightened

Perry says he wants to quit soccer because
he is weak; doesn’t have what it takes

Have you ever fried to do something that was hard, or that you had fo work at?
What was it?

Answers will vary.

Did you get discouraged? Did you quit?
Answers will vary.

Do you think Perry’s decision is reasonable, or do you think he is giving up foo
easily? Explain.
Answers will vary.

Mrs. Rothman probably feels
surprised angry entertained

. What problem does Mrs. Rothman think Perry is having?

He didn’t have a good lunch, so he was low on energy.

How does she plan to help Perry?
She’s going to make him a power snack to eat right before
the next practice.

What do you think would be a good example of a power snack? Explain your
choice.

Answers will vary.

29

31

Spectrum Reading Grade 3

Write these steps in the correct order. (Not all of the recipe’s steps are here.)

N

Recipes offen use short forms of words called

abbreviations. Match the common recipe S LCERE)
: Fahrenheit tabl:
words in the box with their abbreviations. Siemne; ablespoon
8. 1. tablespoon 10. F _Fahrenheit
Q. c.cup 11. tsp. teaspoon
12. The directions say, “"Bake until center is set but not firm.” What does this mean?
Possible answer: The middle should not be gooey, but it should
not be overbaked either.
13. How long do the energy bars need to cool?
They need to cool completely.
I4. What is the longest you could keep these bars? What would you need to do fo

. grease the pan

oo £ w N

* spread mixture info pan

* drizzle glaze

 grease the pan

* mix sugar, oil, and eggs

* remove from oven and cool

mix sugar, oil, and eggs

spread mixture into pan

remove from oven and cool

drizzle glaze
How long do the directions say to bake the bars?
16 to 22 minutes

The directions say to “drizzle honey glaze over bars.” How did you know what
honey glaze was?

Answers will vary.

them?
six months; freeze them

33
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Answer Key

. When you read the story’s title, did you guess about how the story ended? Was
your guess close fo being correct? Explain.

Answers will vary.

I

Circle the word that best describes the coach’s words before the game.

angry
Have you ever been in a sporting event or a performance that didn’t turn out
the way you expected? Did something funny or weird happen? Write about it.
Answers will vary.

w

=

At the end of paragraph 2, Coach says that the players have “dribbled to the
moon and back.” This is a figure of speech. What does it mean?

Possible answer: They have dribbled a great distance.

o

Give one example of dialogue in the story.

Possible answer: “Okay, everybody listen up!”

Now, give one example of a character’s thought that is not spoken out loud.
Possible answer: Now that was a solid kick.

o

How are the two examples in question 5 written differently from each other?
The first one is in quotation marks, and the second one is in
italics.

~

. Why is it funny that someone in the crowd says, “It's a home run!”?
Possible answer: There are no home runs in soccer. The
person was confusing soccer with baseball.

35
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. This arficle is mostly about

. Historians think that soccer might have started out as a

. Why did King Edward Il pass a law against soccer?

. What punishment did Queen Elizabeth have for soccer players?

. What important rule change made the game into what we know as soccer?

. If you wanted to find out about the beginnings of soccer, under which heading

. Under which heading would you find information about soccer during the last

. Write T for true or F for false next fo each statement below.

. At the end of paragraph 3, it says, “the game could not be stopped.” Why do

. What was the author’s purpose for writing this article?

how soccer was named.
the rules of soccer.
v/ soccer's history.

skill-building exercise for soldiers

the game was rough or violent

a week of jail

When did it happen?
In 1869 a rule against handling the ball with the hands was
made.

should you look?
Earliest Record

century or so?
The Modern Game Emerges

T __ Kicking and biting were common in soccer games long ago.
T__ In Brifain, soccer is called “football.”

F__Today, you are allowed to touch the ball with your hands in soccer.

you think this was true?
Possible answer: It was popular, and people loved it too
much to stop playing.

to tell about the history of soccer

. The person who wrofte this article is the author. The author probably wrote this
article to
make you laugh.
X__ give information.
persuade you to do something.

The author states some facts in the article. She also gives her opinion. Write F next fo
each sentence that is a fact. Write O next fo each sentence that gives an opinion.

2. _F_ Add adults info the mix, and you come up with more than 18 million
Americans playing soccer.

3. O First, 1 think there’s the international appeal.

4. F  Though accidents may occur, body contact isn‘t supposed to be part of
the game.

5. _ O And findlly, I think there is the running factor.

o

Look back at the sentences you marked as opinions. What do you notice about
them?

Answers will vary.

~

. What is the main idea of paragraph 5?
Soccer is only for boys, just like other sports.
/_Soccer is a good sport for both boys and girls.
Soccer has caught on with girls.

*®

Why is soccer less expensive than some other sports?
You don’t need a lot of equipment.

B

Look at the focus question under the title. What do you think its purpose is?
Possible answer: It tells you something to look for or think
about as you read.

10. Have you ever played soccer? If so, tell about your experience. If not, explain
why you would or would not like to try it.

Answers will vary.

37
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. Do you think Sharla, Tess, and Lee will be able fo work together? Write why or

why nof.
Answers will vary.

Think of fimes when you worked with classmates on projects. Was it hard or
easy? Explain.

Answers will vary.

Would you say that you are more like Sharla—full of ideas—or more like Lee—
eager fo stop talking and get to work? Write why.

Answers will vary.

Does the teacher who is writing the journal seem thoughtful or worn out? Write
why you think so.

Answers will vary.

At the end of the first paragraph, the feacher says, 1 knew something was going
to blow up, and it wasn’t the volcano.” What does she mean?

Possible answer: She knows that the girls may end up having
a fight.

From whose point of view is this selection told?

Sharla Lee v/ the teacher

What do you predict will happen next in the story?
Answers will vary.

If you wrote a journal entry, what would you write about?
Answers will vary.

Ui
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Answer Key

This story is written in the form of a journal entry. The person who is writing uses I to 1. In most stories, the characters have a problem. What problem do the characters
refer to herself. She is the narrator, or the person felling the story. in this story have?
1. Find a sentence that fells you that the narrator actually took part in the action They disagreed about how to finish their project.
of the story. Write the senfence here. 2. What caused Mrs. Holt to call the girls up to her desk?
Answers will vary. They weren’t done with their project.
3. What is Tess's idea?
2. The narrator, Sharla, disagreed with Lee about __X__to show flowing lava
whether to make the sides of the volcano smooth or rough . ~——- fomake bofh sides smooth
to make the village larger
3. Sharla was upset because . X
. . P 4. What is the result of Tess’s idea?
she thought it was unfair to have to stay inside at recess. . . .
The girls agree to make one side smooth and one side
rough. Sharla and Lee can both get what they want.
4. Did you expect this journal fo be written by Mrs. Holt, the feacher? Why or why X .
not? 5. Where in the story do we learn that the teacher, Mrs. Holt, knows the girls are
Answers will var nof getting clong?
- In paragraph 5, it says, “knowing perfectly well that there
was a problem.”
5. Why did the girls decide to make a village around the base? . o X ) o
T Id d thi ithout & hi th I ' 6. What is the main difference in the way this story is written, compared to the
€ss cou |0 somerthing WIthout rouchin € vVolcano paste. other two about the same characters?
6. Which of these words best describes Sharla’s attitude toward the other two girls? _____This story is told from Lee’s point of view.
impatient understanding comforting ______Sharlais not a character in this story.
7. Explain how the picture adds to your understanding of the story. —/_ltisnot witten s journal entry.
Possible answer: I can get an idea of what the volcano will 7. :;Iov‘v QO you think Mrs. Holf feels about the girls solving their own problem?
. . . xplain.
look like. I can see that Tess is not really helping. P .
Answers will vary.
8. Write C next fo the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the
sentence that is the effect.
The girls didn’t make much progress on ftheir volcano. 8. What is the setting for this story?
E__ Mrs. Holt made the girls stay in af recess. a school classroom
Q. The girls learned how to build a volcano by doing this project. What else do you
think they learned?
Possible answer: They learned how to get along and work as
a team.
1. This story is mostly about In nonfiction writing, the author sometimes callls attention to words that the reader
becoming best friends after working together. may not know. Those words appear in bold type. The author usually gives the
X__ what the girls leamned from their project. meaning of the bold word in the same sentence.
—— how ateacher helped the girs get along. Below are the bold words from the article. Write the meaning of each word.
2. How do the girls feel about their volcano project? 1. molten melted
They are proud of it. )
2. expand get bigger
3. When it is Lee’s turn fo speak, she feels 3. fissures_cracks
X__nervous. 4. active_€xperience eruptions
__ happy. . )
cross. 5. dormant inactive
4. Why did Sharla’s face turn red when Mrs. Holt asked about how they completed Write F next to each sentence that is a fact. Write O next to each sentence that is
their project? an opinion.
She was embarrassed. 6. O Volcanic eruptions are one of the most striking natural events.
7. _O A volcanic eruption is more frightening than a hurricane.
5. What experiences have you had working with other people? Were there fimes 8. __F__Volcanoes are located in many places in the world.
when you didn’t agree or get along? Write abouf it. .
. Q. What does the illustration show?
Answers will vary. e
the inside of a volcano
- ’ 5 10. Trace with your finger the path that magma would take from under Earth’s crust
6. When it is Tess’s furn fo speak, what does she tell about? to the surface. Describe the path in your own words.
a famous volcano and a town that got covered by mud and Answers will vary.
ash
7. Make C:\AChiCk\fthrk next Toffhe thing that happened first 11. Write C next fo the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next fo the
ra s C,) ?:‘j ‘? aues \oln . sentence that is the effect.
—_— N?e s'_?'ﬁ" kls '; OT" Vo Zono‘ E Parts of Earth’s crust open up.
— Mrs. Holtlooked pleased. C __The molten rock gets very hot and expands.
8. g;glziglr\s had to work tfogether again, how do you think they would do? 12. What are scientists who study volcanoes called?
) . volcanologists
Answers will vary. g's
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Write the best word to complete each sentence below.

1. The students were especially noisy on Monday morning.
(noisy, quiet, confused)

Miss Eller wrote the fopic on the board . (notebook, list, board)
The teacher waved her arms all around. (ruler, book, arms)

. Zach was only __Kidding  about the grasshopper’s knees.
(wondering, kidding, thinking)

5. What do Miss Eller’s students do as they begin their day? Find five details from

the story and list them in order.
empty backpacks, sign in, morning math problems Morning
Meeting, weather chart

What do you think will happen after lunch, when the students meet fo talk
about their new unit?

Answers will vary.

7. What kind of decision do the students need to make?

They need to choose a topic about the natural world.

Why does Miss Eller tell Kayla that Alaska might not be the best topic?
It is too big.

Q. According to Miss Eller, what does the natural world include?

everything around us, and everything around people all over
the world

. Is this story realistic? Why or why not?
Yes, the details are all things that could happen in real life.

51

. Which of the students’ ideas do you like best? Write why.
Answers will vary.

N

. Write R next to the sentences that tell about what Miss Eller’s students could do
for their study of the natural world. Write M next to the sentences that are about
made-up things.

M _ Isaac goes to the South Pole.
R Tasha collects seeds.

R Justin sets up a bird feeder.
M __ Megan climbs the Alps.

[

What does this sentence from the story tell you about Miss Eller?
“Miss Eller’s quiet presence at the meeting rug was a signal for everyone to
seftle down and join her.”

Answers will vary.

=

Look for another sentence that tells you something about Miss Eller. What does it
tell you?
Answers will vary.

o

Why does Andy narrow down his fopic?
There are too many kinds of trees to study them all.

What is this story mostly about?
the natural world
how Miss Eller gets her class to behave
v aclass coming up with ideas for a new unit of study

o

N

What problem does Miss Eller have at the end of the story?

She’s worried about how the class will agree on what to study.
If you were the teacher, how would you solve the problem?

Answers will vary.

®

N

o

1o

=

o

® N

. This story is mostly about
solving a problem.
how to do research.
getting ready for school.
. Why does Miss Eller let the students offer so many ideas?

She wants them to help decide what they study.

Write in your own words what Miss Eller’s solution is.
Answers will vary.

What are the students supposed to do during their sales pitch?
convince the class to choose their topic to study

. Based on the story, do you think Miss Eller is a good teacher? Back up your
answer with events from the story.

Answers will vary.

Andy wants to study redwoods

Tara wants to study _fuzzy animals

53

What does Enzo ask at the end of the story? Why does this make Miss Eller think
that her idea was a success?

“Can I give out plastic snakes to help convince people?”
Possible answer: She can tell that the students are excited
about her idea.

55
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1. What four common characteristics do mammals have?
warm blood, backbones, milk fed to babies, and hair or fur

In the article, the author showed some words in bold type. The meanings of those
words are given as well. Find the meanings of the words, and write them here.

2. habitat natural conditions

insectivores insect eaters

w

=

. rodents_ gnawing animals

5. carnivores meat eaters
6. Hoofed animals are named for the kind of _feet they have.
7. Give one example of each kind of forest dweller.
%oss?bfe dnsglers:
insect eaters: ___moles gnawing animals: __beavers
hare-like animals: __rabbits meat eaters: __coyotes

hoofed animals: __MOOse

Why do you think a forest is a good habitat for many different kinds of
mammals?

Possible answer: There are lots of trees to provide shelter.

L

o

. Think about what you know about mammals. Name two kinds of mammals that
are not mentioned in the article. Possible answers:

dogs and _dolphins

10. Meat eaters eat smaller mammais, such as rabbits, mice, and moles. Is this
sentence a fact or an opinion?
a fact

57
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The author of this artficle chose to share her own point of view. Find a sentence in
which the author uses the word I. What idea is the author sharing in that sentence?

I. The sentence begins with
Answers will vary.
The author is saying Answers will vary.

2. Do you think the author likes snakes, dislikes snakes, or is neutral? Write a
sentence from the arficle that supports your answer.

Answers will vary.

Write F next to each sentence that is a fact. Write O next o each senfence that is
an opinion.

3. _O People dislike snakes because they have no legs.

4. __F__Snakes control the rodent population.

5. _ O Not meeting many snakes is a good thing.

6. Name one difference between mammals and reptiles.
Possible answer: Mammals are warm-blooded, and reptiles
are cold-blooded.

7. What is one way in which snakes are useful?
They help control the rodent population.

8. What is the main idea of paragraph 4?
__ Ifyou get bitten by a poisonous snake, seek medical help.
L Some snakes are poisonous, but that’s not a good reason to dislike all snakes.
______ Poisonous snakes are very vicious.

9. Tell how you feel about snakes and why.
Answers will vary.
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. To see a redwood tree, you have to go to Oregon or California

N

. Why do redwoods grow there?

They need moisture from the ocean.

w

. What might happen if someone tfried fo grow a redwood tree in Kansas or
Missouri, for example?

Answers will vary.

=

. What do you think is most special about redwood frees? Write why.
Answers will vary.

o

. Why do you think the author chose to use questions for the headings?
Answers will vary.

o

. If you want to find out what conditions redwoods need to grow, under which
heading would you look?

Why do redwoods grow there?

If you wonder what the big deal is about redwoods, under which heading
should you look?

What's special about redwoods?
. What three objects are shown in the diagram?
a building, a tree, and a van

N

o

o

What is the author’s purpose for writing this selection?
__ toentertain

______persuade

L to inform

10. About how long can a redwood live?
as long as 2,000 years

Complete each sentence with the correct word.

[ author  dialogue narrator

1. When characters speak, their words make up the story’s
___ didlogue .
2. The person who wrote the story is the author .
3. Within the story, the person or character who tells the story is the
narrator
4. In most stories, the main character has a problem. Miss Eller’s problem is that
she needs to find a topic that will make everyone happy.

5. Look af the illustration. What did Miss Eller’s students do during their study of
redwood forests?

Answers will vary.

6. Where did Miss Eller get the idea of how tfo solve the problem?
She saw a poster of a woodland scene on the wall.

7. How do you think Miss Eller’s class feels about the project?
L excited
____worried
_ upset
8.The last paragraph says that the classroom had been fransformed. What does
this mean?
Possible answer: It has been changed to look like something else.
Q. Write C next to the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next fo the
sentence that is the effect.
__E _students raise their hands to answer the question.
__C Miss Eller asks what lives in a redwood forest.

6l
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In a tall tale, the author uses details that can’t possibly be true to make the story
funny. This is called exaggeration. Exaggeration is what makes a tall tale a tall tale.

I. Caleb, the narrator, tells us that the hamster has lived for 24 years. That is an
exaggeration. Find another exaggeration in the story.

Answers will vary.

N

. Look at what you wrote for question |. Why or how is it an exaggeration?
Answers will vary.

w

. What was the author’s purpose in writing this story?
to entertain or amuse

=

. Do you think this story is realistic or a fantasy? Explain why.
a fantasy; Possible answer: Many things that happen in the
story could not happen in real life.

o

. Personification means giving human characteristics fo an animal or a thing.
Give two examples of how the author personifies Felix.

Possible answers: Felix can talk and write his own songs.

o

. In the story, how does Felix make electricity for Caleb’s family?
by running on his wheel

~N

. Felix is a musical hamster. Find a line from the story to support this statement.
Possible answer: I would see Felix tapping his little claws
against the bars of the cage.
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I. What do you know about taking care of a pet? How is taking care of a hamster
the same or different from taking care of other kinds of pets?

Answers will vary.

2. In the wild, hamsters sleep during the day and gather food during the night. Pet
hamsters tend to follow the same schedule. If someone is thinking of getting a
hamster, why is this important information to know?

Answers will vary.

The author forgot to include headings in the article. Write where each heading
should go.

w

Equipment should go before the ___third paragraph.
Feeding Time should go before the fifth paragraph.
Choosing a Pet should go before the __second _ paragraph.

o o £

List the equipment you’ll need to buy for your hamster.
a cage, bedding. nesting material, an exercise wheel, a
water bottle, a food dish, and food

N

The cage is the most expensive thing you will need to purchase.
What are some examples of good treatfs for a hamster?

carrots, raisins, cheese, acorns

After reading this article, would you like fo own a hamster? Why or why not?
Answers will vary.

*®

o
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. The story gives details about Frederick and the world in which he lives. Number
these details in the order in which the story gives them.
2 Noise had been a problem.
5 Frederick liked his job.
Y4 Frederick is a skyway sweeper.
| The skyway floors are padded.

3 People stayed inside all the fime.
6 __ Frederick had never stepped on the ground.

N

. As the story gives details, several sounds are mentfioned. What are they?

the swish of a broom, the sound of a footstep

w

. Which of these best describes the story?
__ redlistic fiction
___ afairy tale
__V/_science fiction

=

. Write C next to the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the
sentence that is the effect.

C __ Noise had become a big issue.

E  Plastorub was put down everywhere, and the noise died down.
What does Frederick like about his job?

He liked to see how things changed, and he liked the view.

o

o

. What is the setting for this story?
skyways in a city

~

. Would you like to live in a world of skyways, like Frederick does? Explain.
Answers will vary.

. Write R next to the sentences that tell about something real. Write M next to the
sentences that are about made-up things.
M __ People do not know what dirt feels like.
M __ The whole world is covered up with buildings.
R __ People grow vegetables in gardens.
M __ People stay indoors and never have to go outside.

In some stories, the problem is obvious. For example, maybe the character breaks an
arm and has to learn how fo write with the other hand, or something like that. In this
story, the problem is not as obvious.
2. What problem does this character have?
He has never felt real dirt and wonders what it’s like.

w

According to the story, what is the word sirf supposed to make people think of?
soil and dirt

£

In the story, how did all the real diirt get used up?

There were too many people to feed and too many buildings
covering up the ground.

How could you describe Frederick?

_ lazy

_V/_ahard worker
hilarious

o

o

What effect does water have on sirt?

It doesn’t change it at all.

. Reread the last paragraph. What do you predict will happen next?
Possible answer: Frederick might try to find some real dirt.

~

®

In what time period do you think this story takes place? Why?
Possible answer: the future; There is no dirt left, there are too
many people, and people live in skyways.
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Nonfiction articles and books sometimes have words in bold type. The author is
poinfing out a new or important word. Find the two bold words in the article. Then,
look nearby for their meanings. Write them here.
1. Bold word: fragments
Meaning: _tiny pieces

N

. Bold word: humus
Meaning: _a dark, slightly sticky substance that helps plants grow
. What three things make up the soil?
minerals, remains of dead plants and animals, and living
organisms

w

4. When was the last fime you dug in the soil? What did you see there?
Answers will vary.

o

Now, look at the picture on page 72. What do you see there?
Answers will vary.

o

. How does this compare with what you saw when you dug in the soil yourself?
Answers will vary.

~

. How thick is the soil in most of North America?
6 to_10 inches

. What organisms help break down the dead material?
bacteria, fungi, earthworms, and insects

®

o

Write T for true or F for false next to each statement below.
T __ Not everyone has the same definition of dirt and soil.
Minerals come from rocks that have been broken info fragments.
__F__soil does not contain any living things.
F__ Humus is harmful to plants.
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I. Where does this story take place? 1. The author’s purpose was probably to
Answers will vary. —_— entertain.
X__ give information.
persuade.

2. What is Frederick’s dream? ) 2. Improvements in elevator design made it possible to build taller buildings
to touch the ground. feel the dirt because Answers will vary.
3. Whatls Fredericl’s secref? ) . 3.What ideas did Wiliam Jenney have that changed how tall buildings could be?
He is growing fruits and vegetables in real dirt. He had the idea of using a steel frame with a thin “skin.”
Y. Is it easy or difficult for Frederick to find a patch of dirt? . . . .
difficult Y. 1Is this article fiction or nonfiction?
nonfiction
5. Why does Frederick receive an award? 5. '—:%W Ttol\ }NOS ;t_anrr\ley’s first tall building?
. . . T I
for growing outstanding fruits and vegetables stones hig
6. Write C next to the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the
6. The story doesn’t tell us what happens after Frederick fills his shoes with dirt. senfence‘ thot is the effect.
) ) . E__Buildings could be made taller.
What details from the story help you figure it out? S
C __Elevator design improved.

He wins an award for his fruits and vegetables. The
newspaper headline wonders what his secret is.

7.In paragraph 5, the article says that spires are included. Look up spire in a
dictionary. Write the definition below.

Possible answer: spire: a sharp, pointed roof, like a steeple

7. Write two words fo describe how Frederick feels when he finds real dirt.

Possible joyful excited
answer:

75 77

I. This story is mostly about 1. How was the magic trick supposed to work?
—X_ two boys frying fo do a magic frick. Josh would pull Wiggles down through the bottom of the box.
a boy teaching another boy a magic trick.
how fo do a magic trick. 2. What actually happened?
2. Josh got wet because the flower vase tipped and spilled Wiggles actually got out without the boys noticing.
3. Why was Josh under the table? Write the best word to complete each sentence below.
to pull the flower vase down; to make the flowers disappear 3. They should have thought of Wiggles ___SOONer . (brighter, sooner, calmer)
4. The magic words made the boys ___laugh so hard. (laugh, lame, learn)
4. Write C next to the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the 5. It made Gary feel like a real magicion when he __waved s arms.
sentence that is the effect. (waved, cried, tapped)
_E_The vase tipped and got Josh wet. 6. The boys couldn't __believe  wiggles was gone. (agree, scramble, believe)
C __The bottom of the box got stuck. . X
) 7. Write R next fo the senfences that fell about something real. Write M next to the
5. Why were the boys so excited about the old table they found? sentences that are about made-up things.
It was perfect for doing magic tricks because of the hole. R Rabbifs eat lettuce.
M _ Rabbits disappear and reappear.
R Magicians say magic words.
6. Doing magic is (easier) than the boys had expected.
7. Gary thinks fhat h o Josh g | thi he tells Josh " | 8. In the story, who is the magician, and who is the assistant?
. Gary thinks that he and Josh need real things, so he tells Josh fo go get a rea . . . .
v o 99 Gary is the magician, and Josh is the assistant.
rabbit
8. Read the sentences below. Write F next to sentences that are facts and O next aD fhink the b sed that Wiogl fual > Wh
to sentences that are opinions. X f‘youm ink the boys were surprised that Wiggles was actually gone? Why or
F__ Gary held his breath. whynotz
__ O The boys should use real flowers. Answers will vary.
o Being a magician is hard work.
F__ Josh’s hair was wet. , ]
10. Which words best describe the boys?
Q. What do you think will happen next? v good-natured
Answers will vary. sneaky
imtated
I'l. What do you think will happen next in the story?
Answers will vary.
Spectrum Reading Grade 3 Answer Key
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1. The author wrote this arficle to
_____ persuade.
make you laugh.
X__ give you information.

Write F next to each sentence that is a fact. Write O next to each sentence that is
an opinion.

2. F__ Harry Houdini died more than 75 years ago.
3 F__ Houdini could escape from handcuffs.

[0) Harry Houdini was the only “real” magician

O Houdini’s magic tricks were wonderful

3
y
5
6. The article gives details about Houdini and his life. Number the details in the
order in which the author tells about them.
__ 3 He escaped from a straitjacket, hanging upside down.
7| Houdini had his first magic shows when he was 17.
_ 4 Houdini exposed “fake” magicians.
i Houdlini’s magic tricks became more showy and daring.
7. Which of these old sayings would Houdini have agreed with?
L Practice makes perfect.
___ You are what you eat.
___ A watched pot never boils.

8. Houdini believed he had special powers and could talk to spirits. Is this
statement true or false?

false

1. David Copperfield is an _illusionist .

2. What did he start doing af age 12?
performing magic

3. What was he doing by age 16?
teaching college-level classes

Check all answers that are correct.

4. Which of these words do you think best describe Copperfield?
thoughtless

lazy

hard-working

talented

v/
v/

o

. What do you think a magician could learn from Copperfield’s collection of old
magic books and equipment?

Answers will vary.

o

. If you were a magician or an illusionist, what kinds of fricks would you like to do?
Answers will vary.

~

. The headings below belong in this article. To which paragraph does each
heading belong?
Copperfield’s Beginnings _ 2"
What Is an llusion? __I*!
Saving Magic for the Future Ljth
Project Magic _3"

L

In your own words, explain what an illusion is.
Possible answer: An illusion is like a trick on the eyes or the
senses.

. The youngest person ever to be allowed to join the Society of American

Magicians was David Copperfield

10. Why do you think Copperfield believes that his best work is Project Magic?
Possible answer: It’'s something he has done that helps other
people and makes a difference in their lives.

o
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2 _ Gary laughed about their magic words.

4 The boys heard Josh’s mom.

5 __The boys discovered Mom and Wiggles.

3 The boys figured out how fo say the words backward.
| Gary felt great because their frick worked.

6 The boys tried fo make Mom's flowers reappear.

2. What problem do the boys have in this story?
They can’t find Wiggles the rabbit.

3. What problem does Mom have?

Wiggles has eaten her flowers.

4. How do the boys try to help Mom? Do you think it will work?
They try to do a magic trick to make her flowers reappear.

5. Who does Wiggles belong to?
Josh

6. Do you think Wiggles has escaped before? What details in the story helped you
answer this question?
Yes, because Josh’s mom says, “Now how many times . . .”
This sounds as though Wiggles has escaped and eaten
flowers many times before.

7. Do you think the boys will continue working on their magic tricks? Why or why
not?
Answers will vary.

I. Number the sentences fo show the order in which events happened in the story.

. The children notice that the town of Rockville is _quite smalll .

What three sights do the children see out the bus window? Write the parts of the
sentences from the story that fell you.

“This is a little town... tall

4

wall”

The place where a story happens is the setting. An author might describe how
a place looks, how it feels, or how it smells. The author of this story described the
setting in the first paragraph. Answer these questions.

3. During what time of year does this story take place?
October

What kind of day s it?

windy

What detail tells you that it might be a little chilly?

It is windy, and the children have jackets on.

=

o

o

How do the students feel about the field trip?
annoyed
worried
/_excited

~

. Name one detail from the story that helped you answer question 6.
Posible answer: The story says that the wind “added to their
excitement.”

Write C next fo the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the
sentence that is the effect.

E__ No one is really looking out the windows much.

C _The students are playing a game.
What do you think might be behind the long wall?

Answers will vary.

L

B
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Write Tif the sentence is frue. Write F if the sentence is false.
1. __F __The children saw a castle.

__F__The wall was on only one side of the bus.

_ T Jason had a book on the bus.

__F  The walls surrounded a lake.

What does this story tell you about Jason? You may check more than one.
v He likes to joke around.
v/ _He s inferested in history.
He doesn’t get along with Steven.
He has never been on a field trip before.

o

Do you think Jason is reading a fiction or nonfiction book? How can you tell?
Possible answer: nonfiction; The title sounds like an
information book, not a story.

~

. What is the purpose of the long gray wall?
to block highway noise from people in the neighborhood

[

Why do the children decide that there’s probably not a lake on the other side of
the walls?

There aren’t any lakes that big around, and the wall is on
both sides of the highway.

o

What is the author’s purpose for writing this story?
to entertain

10. Mrs. Mason .
/_knows a lot about the area
is foo busy to falk fo the students
probably just moved fo the area

Qi

1. The Great Wall of China was built

___asaplace for soldiers to live.
X__to protect China.
to honor the emperors.
Write the best word to complete each sentence below.

2. It took hundreds of years to build the Great Wall of China.
(move, build, climb)

3. Peasants were poor __people who did not have farms.
(people, emperors, walls)

4. Today. people may visit the Great Wall and walk along it.
(twist, visit, hear)

5. What does the map show?

China, the city of Beijing, and the Great Wall

6. Based on the map, describe how the Great Wall might look from high above
Earth.

Answers will vary.

Write the correct abbreviation in each blank.
[ mi.  ft. |

7. If you are standing on the Great Wall, you could be about 25 ft. above the
ground.

8. The top of the wall was made 12 ft. wide so soldiers and carts could travel
along the wall.

Q. If every curve of the wall is measured, it is 1,500 mi. long.

10. If a straight line were drawn from one end of the wall to the other, the line would
be 1,200 _MI. _long.

I1. The Great Wall of China was built by a single emperor. Is this frue or false?
false

12. Why do you think watchtowers and cannons were added along the wall?
for extra protection

13. What else can you think of that is another great human feat?
Possible answer: sending humans to the moon

. This article is mostly about
__ Maya Ying Lin.
the Vietnam War.
X__ the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

]

The wall was completed in
1982
How many names are on the wall?
58,245
Why was the Vietham Veterans Memorial built?

to remember everyone who served in the Vietnam War

w

=

o

Look at the picture of the wall. Then, look back at the design requirements.
Write how you think the wall meets one of those requirements.

Answers will vary.

o

How is the wall different from most walls?
It brings people Iogefher instead of separoiing them.

. Do you think that holding a contest fo find a design for the wall was a good
idea? Why or why not?

Answers will vary.

~

®©

The author’s purpose for writing this article is
_____toentertain.
V/_toinform.

to persuade.

o

. If you visited the Vietham Veterans Memorial, how do you think you would feel?
Answers will vary.

Qa3

a5
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I. What kind of day is it?
a windy day

2. What are the children going to learn about?
how people farmed and lived in the 1860s

3. How is Luisa’s clothing different from Mrs. Hoff’s?
Mrs. Hoff is in a long dress, apron, and a little cap. Luisa is in
jeans, a shirt, jacket, and sneakers.

4. Have you ever been on a field frip? What kinds of things did you do?
Answers will vary.

5. Why is Mrs. Hoff dressed in old-fashioned clothing?
to help students see what life was like long ago

6. About how old is the farm?
100 years old
v/ w0 years old

160 years old

7. Is this story realistic? Why or why not?
Yes, everything in the story could happen in real life.

8. What is the setting for this story?
Fairfield Farm

9. What do you think will happen next?
Answers will vary.
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I. In the barn, the students saw
a man and some sheep

In this story, the author uses dialogue to move the story along. For each piece of
dialogue below, fill in the name of the character who said it. Then, write what the
dialogue tells you about the character or the story.

2. " was just checking to see how the wool was growing.”

Mr. Brown; He knows about wool and sheep.

“Does wool really grow?”

a student; The student doesn’t know about wool or sheep.

"I clipped these sheep just about down to the skin in spring.”

Mr. Brown; Mr. Brown is the one who clipped the sheep’s wool.

Write R next to the sentences that tell about something real. Write M next fo the
sentences that are about made-up things.

R _ Farmers raise sheep.

R Asheep’s coat is wool.

M _Sheep come in many bright colors, just like yarn.

1o

*

o

o

Number the senfences to show the order in which wool is processed.
3 Card the wool.
6 Weave the wool.
| Clip the wool.
5 Spin the wool.
2 Wash the wool.
4 Dye the wool.

~

. Why is Mr. Brown’s name funny to Luisa?
Everything he’s wearing is brown, so his outfit matches his name.

What material is Mr. Brown’s clothes made of?
wool

[

o

Then, someone weaves it into cloth. Is this statement a fact or an opinion?
a fact

I. It's hot in the kitchen because
the wood stove is heating up the room

2. What does the woman mean when she says, “The stove is hungry”?
She means that the fire is going out and she needs more
wood to keep it going.

3. Is Steven eager to taste the bread? How can you tell?
Yes; at first he likes the smell. At the end he thinks, “with
pleasure.”

Write F next fo each sentence that is a fact. Write O next fo each sentence that is
an opinion.

y._F some people still bake their own bread.
5. i Bread is best when baked in a wood stove.
6. _O Allbread smells good when it's baking.
7. Why did farm wives bake bread only once a week?
I’s a long process, and the kitchen gefs very hot.

8. After they fill up the wood box, what will the students do next?
get back on the bus
start a fire
v sample the bread

9. On the farm in the 1860s, Saturday was _baking day
10. Have you ever baked something from scrafch before? Tell about it.
Answers will vary.

aq

. What did Evelyn Seeley do before she retired?
She owned a bakery.
What does she do now that she’s retired?

She bakes bread.

Number the sentences to show the order of the steps in the bread recipe.
3 Add eggs.
6 Letrise.
4 Add milk, flour, and salf.
__|__Put yeast in water.
5 Add yeast.
__2 Cream butter and sugar.

[
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What type of selection is this?
a biography
a newspaper article
a short story

Recipes offen use short forms, or abbreviations, cups package
of words. Look af the common recipe words in Fahrenheit tablespoons
the box. Write each word next to the correct i teaspoons

item from the recipe.

5. 40-45 min. minutes

6. 6T. butter tablespoons
7. 350° F Fahrenheit

8. 3 c. flour _CUpPS
Q. | pkg. dry yeast_package

10. I} tsp. salt _teaspoons
11. Does the photo add anything to the arficle? Explain.
Answers will vary.

12. Why does Seeley think she’ll never run out of recipes now?

Possible answer: She can look up new recipes on her computer.
13. Who runs Seeley’s bakery tfoday?

her grown-up children

I. This sfory is mostly about
what the students learned on their field trip.
_ X what the students liked best about the field trip.
how much Jason liked the geese.
2. What is Luisa’s favorite part about the farm?

the sheep

3. Which student seems unsure about his favorite part?
Steven

4. How can you tell?
First, he says the geese were his favorite, then the sheep, and
then he says the bread was perfect.

5. Would you say that Steven is hard to please or easy to please? Explain.
Answers will vary.

6. Where are the characters when they have this conversation?
in the barn
in the kitchen
X__on the bus
outside

7. Write first, next, and last to fell in what order the events below happened.
last  steven had a dreamy look on his face.
first Steven and Jason got on the bus.
next Mrs. Mason said she liked the bread best.

8. Do you think Mrs. Mason really wanted fo curl up in the pen with the sheep?
Why or why not?

Possible answer: No, she was just trying to tell how cozy sh
thought the sheep looked.
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Write the best word to complete each sentence below.

. Up ahead, the line of cars went around a __curve .
(curve, ledge, movement)

N

. Jason was worried about the bus being late . (hard, late, extra)

w

. Steven wanted to count the cars. (spin, read, count)

=

Have you ever been stuck in fraffic? Write about how it felt
Answers will vary.

o

What might cause a traffic jam? List as many reasons as you can.
Answers will vary.

o

How do you think the bus driver feels about the traffic jam?
amused
joyful
/_frustrated

N

If the bus is late, what will the bus driver do?
radio the school to let them know

@

Write C next fo the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next fo the
sentence that is the effect.

C _Lots of cars are on the highway at the same time.

E  Thecarsare causing a traffic jam.

107

. What kinds of things do we count? List two examples from the article.

Ex.: inches of rain, students, government spending, voters,
\i,\r/ﬁlfﬁc cccliden!s efc

2 at do we learn frdm counting things?
Ex.: t how things n to chan r how thin r
changing

3. How do you think the information shown in this graph affects you and your
community?

Answers will vary.

=

. What can the number of traffic accidents tell us?

where new stop signs and lights should go

o

. How many years does this chart cover?

40 years

o

. Why is the title of the chart important?
It tells you what the chart shows.

Use the bar graph to answer these questions.

7. For each year, which is greater, the population or the number of cars?
the population

8. If you want population data for 1950, would this graph help you? How can you
tell?

No. The title says that the graph includes data only for 1960-
2000.

. What was the population of the United States in 19707
about 203.2 million, or just over 200 million

o

10. How many cars were there in 19907
about 133.7 million, or about 130 million

. Tatsu is sitting in the shade on the front steps because
itis a very hot day
. Tatsu titles her drawing “Heat” because

the sun is what is making her so hot

N

w

. Write R next to the senfences that fell about something real. Write M next to the
sentences that are about made-up things.
M __ A person can make shade by drawing a picture of it.
M A person can draw a picture of heat.
R A person can draw a picture of the sun

The narrator is the person who fells a story. Answer these questions.

Y. Because the narrator is also a character, she uses the words I and me to tell
her story. Find a place in the story where one of these words is used. Write the
sentence here.

Answers will vary.

5. Where in the story do you discover what the narrator’s name is?
When her brother asks her a question.
6. Do you think Tatsu and Fujio live in the city, in the country, or in a small town?
Why?
a city; Possible answer: They live in an apartment building.
The picture looks like a city, with lots of concrete.
7. From whose point of view is the story fold?
_ v Taftsu's ___ Fujo’s ___ Notenough information is given.
8. The author uses lots of descriptions fo tell how hot it is. List three details from the
story that help you imagine the heat.
Possible answers: Everything feels hot and sticky, including my own
skin; I feel like the glass greenhouse at the city park; I can count on
the fingers of one hand the number of leaves moving in the breeze.
9. What do you like to do on a super hot summer day?

Answers will vary.
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. Why do Mario and Katie choose to draw pictures of cool water and a snow bank?

because it helps them think about being cool on a hot day

4

Why does Tatsu cross out her own picture of the sun?

She thinks it might be making things feel hotter.

1

Which word best describes the group of friends?
energetic
/__ creative
anxious

F

. Mario doesn’t use words fo ask Fujio what he drew. How does he ask instead?
He raises his eyebrows.

o

What is the author’s purpose in writing this story?
to teach to persuade vV to entertain

Why is the story titled “Wishes on the Sidewalk”?
Possible answer: The kids draw pictures on the sidewalk of
things they are wishing for.

o

N

Do you think that thinking about cool things can help a person cool down?
Write why or why not.

Answers will vary.

4

Can you remember a hot day? How did it feel? Describe it so that someone
else can imagine it easily.

Answers will vary.
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. This article is mostly about I. Would you like to have a mural in your home? Write why or why not.
animals that lived thousands of years ago. Answers will vary.
X __early cave art.
how early people survived.

2. Do you think the author wrote this article to make you laugh, give you
information, or persuade you to do something?

to give information

N

What did early cave artists use for paint?
animal fat mixed with dirt or berries

. Wh i ly arfist: ke theil ings?
3. Where did ecrly orfists make their crawings 3. The author included some bold words in the article. He wanted readers to learn
on walls deep inside caves those words, so he included their meanings nearby. Find one of the words and
4. Early cave art has been found in more than 130 caves. look for its meaning. Write the word and its meaning here.
5. How do you like the cave art shown on this page? How is it the same or Answer should site murals, myths, or mosaic, along with its
different from other drawings you have seen of mammoths? meaning from the article.
Answers will vary. Write the best word to complete each sentence below.
4. Iwould like a __picture  of a garden on my wall.
(jacket, picture, notebook)
6. Who is the author addressing, or talking fo, in this article? 5. The bread in the Roman __bake mural looks yummy.
the reader (bakery, crown, sticky)
A ”’? people who made the cave paintings 6. Would you like to use a million tiny ___pieces _ to make a mosaic?
— artists of today (pieces, motions, signs)
7. Why is this an unusual way to write the article? 7. Write T for true or F for false next to each statement below.
Possible answer: Those people have been dead for __T Romans created sculptures on the sides of their buildings.
thousands of years. They are not reading the article. —F_ Amosaicis cavedinto astone wall

E__ Murals do not fell us much about the ancient Romans
T__ Myths are traditional stories.

8. Most of the cave drawings have been found in _France and
England v wing v una 8. What is paragraph 4 mostly about?
Q. What is the main idea of paragraph 4? Roman murals and what they showed
People drew what they saw around them. Q. What kind of artwork hangs on the walls of your home? What does it say about
your family?

Answers will vary.

10. About how many years ago were the cave paintings made?
about 17,000 years

115 117

1. The memibers of Lucy’s family are I. What do all beaches have in common?
her father, mother, and brother . They all have some kind of rock or stone material.
2. What is Lucy’s real name?
Lucinda 2. Why do beaches have stones or sand on them?
3. Where does Lucy’s pen pal live? How do you know? The water, wind, rain, and frost break down rocks into smaller
In the Dominican Republic; Lucy wonders whether the water pieces.
in North Carolina had come from there. 3. What causes waves?
4. What details do we learn about Lucy from her letter? wind
She has red hair; she is in third grade; she has two parents 4. Why does the article mention a rug?
and a brother; she sings in a choir The rug is an example of how a wave works.
5. What do you think will happen after Lucy finishes writing her letter?

Answers will vary. 5. This article has two sections. What are they titled?
“The Beach” and “The Waves”

6. How do Lucy’s teacher and Isabel’s teacher know each other?
Their teachers used to be pen pals. 6. If you were especially interested in water, what section would you look under?
The Waves
7. What makes Lucy feel closer to Isabel? 7. “They can nibble at your toes in the sand, or they can be loud and crashing
She imagines that they have touched the same water. and dangerous.” What is the author descrioing?
the waves
i 2
8. What is paragraph U of Lucy’s letter mostly aloout? 8. What forces work together to break down rock into smaller pieces?

waves, wind, rain, and frost

her trip to the beach in South Carolina

Q. Is this selection fiction or nonfiction?
nonfiction

B

If you had a pen pal, what important details would you share about yourself?
Answers will vary.

10. Have you ever been to the beach? If so, describe it. If not, tell about what kind
of beach you would like fo visit.

Answers will vary.
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Isabel wrote a friendly letter to her pen pal. She began the lefter with *Dear Lucy.”
That is the greeting. She ended her lefter with “Your pen pal, Isabel.” That is the
closing of the letter.
1. Suppose you are writing a letter. Write the greeting of your letter here.
Remember to put a comma after your greeting.

Ex.: Dear Grandma,

2. Now, write the closing of your letter. Note that there is a comma between the
closing words and your name.

Ex.: Love, Simon

Write Tif the sentence is true. Write F if the sentence is false.
3. __F_Isabelis the oldest child in her family.
4. __F Isabel's father makes his living by playing guitar.
5. __ T Isabel thinks her mother is a good cook.

6. T Isabel sometimes feels bossed around by her sisters.

7. Name three things that Isabel and Lucy have in common.

Possible answers: They both have at least one sibling; Their
fathers work with houses; They both enjoy the beach.

8. What does Isabel say Lucy should do the next time she sees the moon?
She says that Lucy should think of Isabel and her mama
dancing on the beach.

Q. The Dominican Republic is an island. Is this frue or false? How do you know?
true; In paragraph 6, Isabel says, “on my island.”

10. If you were writing a letter back to Isabel, what would you want to ask her
about her life?

Answers will vary.

123

. The Dominican Republic is about as big as Connecticut and Rhode Island
combined.

N

. Which population is larger---the Dominican Republic’s or Connecticut and
Rhode Island’s?

the Dominican Republic’s
. What does the article say about the Dominican Republic’s weather?
It is tropical.

What do you know about the weather in Connecticut and Rhode Island? How
would it compare to the Dominican Republic’s weather?

It would be colder in Connecticut and Rhode Island than it
would be in the Dominican Republic.

. If the author wanted to add this sentence fo the article, under what heading
should it go?

w

£

o

Workers also harvest valuable lumber from the coastal forests.
What Happens There?

o

If you need a quick reminder about the location of the island, under what
heading should you look?

Where Is 1t?

Look af the map to answer these questions.

7. Which city is the capital? How can you fell?
Santo Domingo; It is marked with a star.

®

. What city is farther north than the others?
Santiago

. What country lies to the west of the Dominican Republic?

Haiti

o

10. Why is February a good time to visit the Dominican Republic?

You can go to Carnival.

1. Lucy is excited because she just got a letter from her pen pal
2. Lucy’s mother is just retuming from _grocery shopping .

3. Does Lucy seem helpful or selfish in this story? Give reasons for your answer.
Answers will vary.

Lucy noftices that she and her pen pal, Isabel, are alike in some ways and different
in others. Help her compare. Write what is the same about both girls in the space
provided. Then, write what is different about each girl.

Isabel

has four
older sisters

has one
younger
brother

beach; dads
are in house-
building
business;
mothers are
great cooks

=

Choose one piece of dialogue from the story, and write it on the line. Tell what
the dialogue tells you about the character or the story.

Possible answer: “Well, that’s natural.” Mom is reassuring and
kind.

o

In paragraph 14, why does Mrs. Teeman look crushed?
She thinks that Lucy thinks that she is not a good cook.

o

Write C next to the sentence below that is the cause. Write E next to the
sente