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Do you make New Year’s resolutions every 
year? What have some of your resolutions 
been?

1	 Nate and Sierra sat at the kitchen table 
in Nate’s kitchen. An empty pizza box lay 
on the table beside a plate of half-eaten 
broccoli and carrot sticks. It was 11 o’clock 
on New Year’s Eve, and Nate and Sierra 
were in the middle of a heated game. With 
one move, Sierra won and collected her 
pieces.

2	 “I’ve either got to find a new partner, 
or I need to improve my game,” said Nate 
gloomily. “I can’t remember the last time 
we played a game that I won,” he added, 
nibbling on a piece of limp broccoli.

3	 Sierra rolled her eyes. “Nate, that is just 
not true,” she said. “I think you won a game 
of cards a year or two ago,” she joked. 

4	 Nate tossed the piece of broccoli in her 
direction, and Sierra laughed as she ducked. 
“So, what should we do for the next hour?” 
Nate asked.

5	 “Have you ever made New Year’s 
resolutions?” asked Sierra.

6	 “Not really,” replied Nate. “My parents 
make them, and they ask my sister and me 
what ours are. Casey always has a list a mile 
long, but I’ve never really taken it seriously.”

7	 “Do you want to make real resolutions 
this year?” asked Sierra. “We could each 
choose three things that are important to us 
and remind each other about them during 
the next year.”

8	 “I know what my first one would be,” 
said Nate. He grabbed a pad of paper and 
wrote his name on one side. Below it, he 
wrote, learn how to ski.

9	 “I didn’t know you were interested in 
skiing,” said Sierra.

10	 Nate looked a bit embarrassed. 
“My entire family, even my cousins and 
grandparents, are great skiers. I haven’t 

gone on a family ski trip in years because I 
had a bad fall when I was little. I’ve been 
nervous about skiing since then. I’d like to 
give it another try.”

11	 “You’re good at everything you try, 
Nate,” said Sierra. “I know you can do it.”

12	 “What are you going to put on your list?” 
Nate asked.

13	 Sierra thought for a moment. “My sister 
and I argue too much,” she said. “Everyone 
thinks that twins will be each other’s best 
friend. In some ways we are, but I wish we 
got along better.” 

14	 “I have another one,” said Nate 
suddenly. “My grandpa and I volunteered 
at a food bank at Thanksgiving. It felt good 
to help people who were going through a 
rough time. I’d like to do something like that 
regularly.”

15	 Sierra nodded. “I’m going to put that 
one on my list, too,” she said. “Okay, we 
each need one more.” She looked down at 
her hands and sighed. “I suppose I should 
stop biting my nails,” she said. “It’s been a 
bad habit I’ve had since I was little.”

16	 “We’re going to have a fantastic year!” 
said Nate enthusiastically.

17	 “But you still need to think of one more 
resolution,” said Sierra.

18	 Nate threw a handful of confetti in the 
air as the announcer on the TV in the next 
room exclaimed “Happy New Year!” 

19	 “That’s easy,” said Nate. “I need to 
improve my game skills enough to beat you 
at a game once in a while!”
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	 1.	 Who is Casey?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Why do you think Nate wants to give skiing another try?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 What bad habit does Sierra resolve to break?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 Check the words that describe Sierra.

		  _____ supportive 

		  _____ timid

		  _____ competitive 

		  _____ kind

		  _____ nervous

	 5.	 Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement that is used to make a point. Find the hyperbole 
in paragraph 6, and write it on the line below.

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	 Who usually wins games when Nate and Sierra play? 

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	 Name one way Nate and Sierra are similar and one way they are different. 

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 If you were to make New Year’s resolutions today, what would they be? List at least three. 

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________
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How does your family welcome in the New 
Year?

1	 New Year’s celebrations are a little bit 
different all around the world. They are 
celebrated with different customs, traditions, 
and special foods. They may even be 
observed at different times of the year. One 
similarity is that they are all marked by a 
celebration and a symbolic welcoming of 
the new year while saying farewell to the 
old.

2	 In the United States, we use the Julian 
calendar, created by Emperor Julius Caesar. 
Celebrations usually begin on December 
31, or New Year’s Eve, and continue on into 
January 1, the first day of the new year. 

3	 Probably the most famous American 
celebration takes place in New York City’s 
Times Square. A large crowd gathers below 
the 1,070-pound crystal ball that measures 
six feet in diameter. At 11:59 P.M. the ball 
is lowered. It reaches the bottom of the 
tower at the stroke of midnight, and the 
crowd erupts into cheers and exclamations 
of good wishes. Many people watch the 
ball drop on television during their own New 
Year’s celebrations. It is common for people 
to count down to the new year as they 
watch the ball drop.

4	 Making New Year’s resolutions is another 
popular American tradition. Many people 
see the beginning of a new year as the time 
to make changes or have a fresh start. New 
Year’s resolutions can serve as promises 
or reminders to oneself of changes and 
improvements to be made over the course 
of the upcoming year. 

5	 Black-eyed peas, ham, and cabbage 
are traditional dishes to serve on New Year’s 
Day. They are symbols of good luck and 
prosperity for the coming year. People 
in other countries also have New Year’s 
traditions surrounding food. For example, 
the Dutch often eat doughnuts to welcome 
in the New Year. Because doughnuts are 
shaped like a circle, they are thought to 

symbolize the completion of a cycle—the 
beginning of a new year and ending of the 
previous year. 

6	 In Japan, people eat long soba noodles 
in celebration. Eating these noodles without 
breaking them symbolizes long life. In Spain, 
there is the tradition of eating 12 grapes 
at midnight. This marks successful grape 
harvests of the past and the hope for more 
in the future. 

7	 One of the most colorful New Year’s 
celebrations takes place in China and at 
Chinese festivals around the world. The 
Chinese New Year is determined by the 
lunar calendar, and falls between January 
21 and February 19. The festival lasts about 
two weeks. During this time, towns are 
decorated with colorful lanterns and flowers. 
People thoroughly clean their homes to 
symbolize getting rid of the misfortunes of 
the previous year. Parades and fireworks 
mark the festivities, and seafood and 
dumplings are traditionally eaten.

8	 The next time January 1 approaches, 
take some time to consider the events of the 
previous year. Think about your goals and 
hopes for the next year. Maybe you can 
even start a new tradition with your family 
and friends to welcome in each new year!
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	 1.	 Check the line beside the word that best describes what type of selection this is.

		  _____ fiction

		  _____ informational

		  _____ folktale 

	 2.	 How do people celebrate New Year’s Eve in Times Square?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Name two foods that people traditionally eat on New Year’s Day.

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 Why does the Chinese New Year fall on a different day than the American New Year?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

	 5.	 New Year’s customs and traditions ____________________ from country to country.

		  vary            decline            exist

	 6.	 The foods people eat in celebration of the New Year often ____________________ their 
wishes for the coming year.

		  cancel            explain            symbolize

	 7.	 Many people see the beginning of a new year as a time to make a ____________________ 
start.

		  special            fresh            careful

	 8.	 What do you do to celebrate New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day? 

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 Name one similarity and one difference between Chinese and American New Year. 

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________
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3

 Write the words from the story that have the meanings below.

 1. just before the present time

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. one half of Earth when divided by the equator

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

 3. opposite

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

 4. specifi c words or phrases

   _________________________________
 Par. 10

 A fact is something that is known to be true. An opinion is what a person believes. It may or may 
not be true. Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are 
opinions.

 5. _____ Gemma moved to the United States from Australia. 

 6. _____ Queensland is more than twice as big as Texas. 

 7. _____ It would be exciting to visit Australia. 

 8. _____ The weather in Australia is more enjoyable than it is in Massachusetts. 

 9. _____ Australia is in the Southern Hemisphere. 

 10. What is the Great Barrier Reef?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. What does fair dinkum mean?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. How are the seasons different in Australia than they are in the United States? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 13. If you could ask Gemma a question about living in Australia, what would it be? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

the largest coral reef in the world

honest

The seasons are the reverse of what they are in the United States. 

Answers will vary. 

recently

hemisphere

reverse

expressions

F
F
O
O
F

 1. What are baby kangaroos called in Australia?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why do koalas spend so much of their time sleeping?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What kind of pet is Gillian?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why do you think a baby kangaroo lives in its mother’s pouch for a while after it is born?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Which of these words describe Gemma? 

  _____  knowledgeable

  _____  competitive    

  _____  friendly     

  _____  stubborn     

  _____  irritable 

 6. Name one characteristic of marsupials. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What is the setting for this story? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. In the story, Vijay thinks that Australian animals are more interesting than American 
animals. Do you agree or disagree? Explain. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

joeys

They don’t get much energy from the leaves of the 
eucalyptus tree.

a wombat

so it has time to grow a bit larger in order to take 
care of itself and keep up with the others in the group

Possible answer: They carry their babies in a pouch. 

the patio behind the school’s cafeteria 

Answers will vary.

7

  1. Do you think cane toads will continue to be a problem in Australia? Explain your answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why were cane toads fi rst brought to Australia?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Why are there so many cane toads in Australia if only one hundred or so were originally 
released?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Check the sentence that best states the main idea of the selection.

  _____ Cane toads can weigh as much as four pounds.

  _____ Cane toads do not have any natural predators in Australia.

  _____  Cane toads were brought to Australia to eat sugar cane beetles, but they ended 
up becoming a dangerous pest.

 5. In paragraph 3, what does the word secrete mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Which has been a bigger problem—cane toads or sugar cane beetles? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What do you think is a good solution to the cane toad problem? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

to eat the beetles that were destroying the sugar 
crops

They lay many eggs and have almost no natural 
predators.

Possible answer: to produce a liquid 

Possible answer: Cane toads are a bigger problem. They have no 
natural predators, they eat wildlife, and they are dangerous to pets 
and kids. 

Answers will vary.

5

 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. people who live in a particular place

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. scientists who study past cultures

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 3. for a long time

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 4. has an effect on

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 5. left open to harm without protection

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

  6. Why did Aboriginal people move around instead of staying in one place?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What infl uences almost every part of the Aboriginal culture?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Another name for Australian wilderness is  _____________________________________________ . 

 9. How did life change for the better for aboriginal people in the 1960s? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Explain what a didgeridoo is. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

a trumpet made of a long, hollow piece of wood or 
bamboo

They were given the right to vote. The government started trying 
to make up for some of the unfair treatment they had suffered. 

nature
the bush

They moved around when they needed a new supply of 
food.

inhabitants

archaeologists

permanently

influences

exposed

9
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11

  1. Find one sentence that shows Gavin was not looking forward to going to the dance 
performance. Write it on the lines below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What problem did Gavin have at the beginning of the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. How did Gavin feel about the performance once it began?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 4. _____ Modern dance is interesting to watch.

 5. _____  Joseph has one of the lead roles in the performance.

 6. _____  The Capshaws took the subway to get to the theater. 

 7. _____ Gavin will be a good dancer.

 8. What does the word ornate mean in paragraph 7?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Do you think Gavin will try taking a dance class? Why or why not? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Do you think Joseph enjoys his job? How do you know? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer: Yes. He says he’s never worked so 
hard or had so much fun. 

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: decorated in a detailed or beautiful way 

He thought it was interesting.

He did not want to go to the dance performance.

Possible answer: “I don’t even like ballet,” Gavin 
complained.

O
F
F
O

  1. Check the words that describe Savion Glover. 

  _____ energetic 

  _____ motivated

  _____ nosy 

  _____ quiet

  _____ enthusiastic 

 2. In what show was Savion’s fi rst professional performance?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What story did Bring in ‘Da Noise, Bring in ‘Da Funk tell?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Who did Savion study to become better at tap dancing?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. The ______________________ Award is the highest honor a musical can receive.

 6. What is hoofi ng? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. How do you think Savion Glover has made people think differently about tap dancing? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. If you could go to a dance performance, what type of dance would you most like to 
see? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

The Tap Dance Kid

history of African Americans

Tony

Possible answers: Sammy Davis Jr., Gregory Hines, 
masters of tap dancing

a kind of street tap, where the movements are more 
acrobatic than regular tap

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

15

 Write T before the sentences that are true. Write F before the sentences that are false.

 1. _____  The performers in STOMP use common objects and turn them into instruments.

 2. _____  Luke Cresswell, one of the founders of STOMP, played the trumpet. 

 3. _____  There is a street called STOMP Avenue in New York City. 

 4. _____  STOMP’s fi rst performance was at London’s Bloomsbury Theatre. 

 5. _____  STOMP was formed by two Latin American musicians. 

 6. In Britain, what does the word busker mean?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why couldn’t Luke Cresswell use a traditional drum set when he was performing?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Which words best describe the founders of STOMP? 

  _____ caring

  _____ talented

  _____ creative     

  _____ shy

  _____ sneaky

  _____ imaginative 

 9. Give three examples of objects that STOMP performers might use as instruments. 

   _________________________________

   _________________________________

   _________________________________

 10. Why does STOMP appeal to people worldwide? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

because he played on the sidewalk

Possible answers: a trash can lid, a broom, a water jug

Possible answer: Everyone can enjoy it no matter what 
language they speak—there are no words or story. 

street performer

T
F
T
T
F

13

 Read the descriptions below. Write F next to the phrase if it describes Fiona. Write N if it describes 
Nora.

 1. _____ says she can’t see anything green from the window

 2. _____ feels like everything is made of steel, stone, and glass

 3. _____ points out several green things on the street below

 4. _____ says she misses their old farmhouse

 5. _____ says they found their piece of green in the city

 6. What do you think “green space” is?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What problem do Fiona and Nora have in this story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Where do you think Fiona and Nora used to live before they moved to the city?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Nora points out three green things she can see from the window. What does Fiona mean 
when she says, “You know that’s not what I’m talking about,” to her sister?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. On the lines below, summarize paragraph 8. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. Do you live some place where there is green space nearby? How important is that to 
you? Explain. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: They are not used to living in a big city.

Possible answer: on a farm in the country

Fiona uses “green” to mean trees, grass, and other 
plants, not just the color green.

Possible answer: The girls and their mom find a green, 
grassy park in the city, which makes them very happy. 

Answers will vary. 

F
F
N
F
N

17
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  1. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to tell a story about two sisters discovering rooftop gardens

  _____ to persuade the reader to start a rooftop garden 

  _____ to share information about the best type of plants to use in a rooftop garden

Dialogue is what a character says. The words in dialogue are always in quotation marks.

 2. On the line below, write the words that are dialogue in paragraph 5.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Check the word or words that best describe what type of selection this is.

  _____ historical nonfi ction

  _____ folktale

  _____ fi ction

 4. Do you think Mom will help the girls start a rooftop garden of their own? Why or why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 An idiom is a group of words that has a special meaning. For example, the idiom hit the hay 
means go to bed. Write the idiom from paragraph 3 on the line under its meaning.

 5. a talent for growing plants

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Why is the title of the story “A Garden in the Clouds”? Think of another title that could fi t 
this story. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why does Mom think that a rooftop garden won’t be a problem in their building? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. What is the main idea of paragraph 2? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

That looks like a tree on the roof!

Answers will vary. 

green thumb

It’s about finding rooftop gardens in the city. Answers 
will vary.

She has seen a family taking a picnic up to the roof in 
their building. 
                                    Possible answer: The sisters 
are finding that the city has many of the things they liked 
in the country, but they have to look harder to find them. 

 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. people who are guilty of something

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2.  working on its own; without being controlled

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

 3. covered with a material that keeps warmth or sound from passing through it

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

  4. How do solar panels work?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What types of recycled materials can tile and fl oors be made of?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Name two things you can do at home or at school to help the environment.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Does your school recycle? If so, what kinds of things are recycled? If not, what could you 
do to start a recycling program? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. What does it mean for a company to make protecting the environment a priority? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Circle the correct answer. 

  Everyday people can have a large (impact, resource) on the environment.

Possible answer: They put it first and make other 
sacrifices if necessary. 

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

Energy from the sun is turned into electricity.

Possible answers: glass, tires

offenders

automatically

insulated

23

  1. Why do the rooftops of buildings get so hot?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. How big is the rooftop garden at the Children’s Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Do you think that more buildings will begin to convert their roofs to green spaces? Explain 
your answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What is planted in the rooftop garden of the Royal York Hotel?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. A summary is a short sentence that tells the most important facts about a topic. Check 
the sentence below that is the best summary for paragraph 2.

  _____ Cities are warmer than rural areas.

  _____ Rooftop gardens can cool the air in cities and reduce the amount of energy used.

  _____ Buildings with rooftop gardens use less air conditioning.

 6. In paragraph 3, the author says, “The addition of plants to rooftops can even help clean 
the air.” What support does he or she give for this statement? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What are three advantages of rooftop gardens? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answers: They cool the air in cities, help 
buildings use less energy, and help clean the air in cities. 

The author says, “Plants use carbon dioxide and produce 
oxygen. Because people breathe oxygen, a large number 
of plants in an area creates more breathable air.”

a large herb garden

Answers will vary. 

7,500 square feet

Possible answer: They absorb sunlight, especially when covered with 
tar.

21

 Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 1. _____ Poetry can be exciting.

 2. _____ Ms. Jorge’s class will be going on a fi eld trip to a poetry slam.

 3. _____ Poetry slams can be interesting to attend.

 4. _____ Poetry has been a part of the oral tradition throughout history. 

 5. Ms. Jorge loves poetry because of its  _________________________________________________ . 

 6. Do you think any of Ms. Jorge’s students will participate in the poetry slam? Explain your 
answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What is a poetry slam?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Why do you think Taylor says that a poetry slam sounds like an Olympic event?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Name two things that Ms. Jorge says kids enjoy about poetry slams.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. If you were to write a poem for a poetry slam, what would you write about? Name three 
possible topics. 

   _________________________________

   _________________________________

   _________________________________

Answers will vary. 

a competition in which poets have three minutes 
to perform and are scored by a panel of audience 
members

because 10 is also a perfect score in the Olympics, 
and judges also give the scores

Possible answers: They get a chance to share their 
feelings; they get new perspectives.

Answers will vary. 

diversity

O
F
O
F

25
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  1. Number the events below to show the order in which they happened.

  _____ Shel’s fi rst book was published.

  _____ Shel died in 1999.

  _____ Shel began his career as a cartoonist.

  _____ Shel Silverstein was born in Chicago.

  _____ Where the Sidewalk Ends was published.

 2. What does it mean when the author says that Shel Silverstein illustrated all his children’s 
books himself?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. About how many copies of Shel’s books have been sold?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Write your own example of alliteration.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Check the words that describe Shel Silverstein. 

  _____ funny            _____ lazy            _____ talkative            _____ artistic            _____ clever

 6. In the last line of paragraph 3, it says that Shel’s pictures accompany his poetry perfectly. 
What does this mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Name four characteristics of Shel Silverstein’s poetry. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Shel’s book ______________________________________________ was one of the most popular 
books of kids’ poetry ever. 

 9. Tell about a poem or poet you’ve read and enjoyed. What did you like about it? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

He drew all of the pictures in them.

more than 30 million

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: The style of his art and poetry work well together. 

Possible answers: They are funny, they use alliteration, 
they often rhyme, and they have good rhythm. 

Answers will vary. 

Where the Sidewalk Ends

3
5
2
1
4

  1. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of nonfi ction 
selection this is.

  _____ historical nonfi ction

  _____ biography

  _____ how-to

 2. Check the sentence below that is the best summary for paragraph 3. 

  _____ Naomi uses descriptive language in her work. 

  _____ Naomi grew up in St. Louis, Jerusalem, and San Antonio.

  _____ Naomi’s poetry is infl uenced by the places she has lived.

 3. The author says that each of the places Naomi has visited or lived has its own “unique 
fl avors.” What does this mean?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Write the quote from the text that tells where Naomi gets her ideas. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. How has Naomi’s background infl uenced her writing? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. The author says that Naomi is an observer of the world around her. What could you 
observe and write about right now? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

“She is a great observer of the world around her.”

Her parents are from different places, and she grew 
up living in various places around the world. 

Answers will vary. 
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  1. Find one sentence that shows Ms. Donnelly is happy to be a poet. Write it on the lines 
below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to tell a story about a poet who visits a classroom

  _____ to tell the reader about the lives of famous poets

  _____ to explain how to write a poem

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

 3. Ms. Donnelly felt ____________________ about her best friend moving away.

  strongly    excited    joyful

 4. Ms. Donnelly is eager to share her ____________________ with the class.

  worries    experiences    confusion

 5. How often does Ms. Donnelly write? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Where does Ms. Donnelly get her ideas? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. If you could ask Ms. Donnelly a question about being a poet, what would it be? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer: I can’t think of a single job I’d rather 
have instead.

She writes every day so that she can be sure to 
capture the good stuff when it’s ready to be written. 

from her kids and their friends and from her own 
childhood

Answers will vary. 

strongly

experiences
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 Read the descriptions below. Write N next to the phrase if it describes Noah. Write D if it 
describes Daniel. Write B if it describes both Noah and Daniel.

 1. _____ is the older brother

 2. _____ is on a basketball team 

 3. _____ is nervous about a spelling bee 

 4. _____ gets stage fright sometimes

 5. _____ gives his brother good advice

 6. What problem does Noah have in this story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Name two times Daniel has experienced stage fright.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. What was Noah thinking about when Daniel was calling him at the beginning of the 
story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Why does Noah feel less nervous by the end of the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

  10. A simile compares two things using the words like or as. Find the simile in paragraph 4, 
and write it on the line below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. What were the two things compared to each other in question 10? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. Choose one item from question 11, and use it to create your own simile on the lines 
below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

stage fright

fourth grade play, basketball games

the spelling bee finals

my heart beats so fast that it feels like popcorn 
popping in my chest

heartbeat, popcorn popping

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: His brother will help him practice; his 
brother has given him advice about stage fright.

D
D
N
B
D
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  1. Why wasn’t a national bee held in 1943, 1944, or 1945?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Name two words that winners of the national bee have spelled.

  _______________________________________      _______________________________________

 3. What is one technique contestants use to spell unfamiliar words?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Check the sentence that best states the main idea of the selection.

  _____ Spellers cannot predict what words they will be asked to spell. 

  _____  A contestant in the Scripps National Spelling Bee can ask for a word’s 
pronunciation, defi nition, and language of origin. 

  _____  The Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. is a time for the best spellers 
to compete for a grand prize.

Write T before the sentences that are true. Write F before the sentences that are false.

 5. _____ During the fi rst round, contestants take a written test. 

 6. _____ The Scripps National Spelling Bee is held in the state of Washington. 

 7. _____ Contestants must be older than 16. 

 8. _____ The fi rst national bee was held in 1925.

 Check the sentence in which the underlined word has the same meaning as it does in the story.

 9. _____ Dominic was careful not to be stung by a bee when he walked across the lawn.

  _____ My aunt is going to a quilting bee next Saturday.

 10. _____ Do you have time to play a round of golf with me today?

  _____ The baby played with the round rubber ball. 

because of World War II

Possible answers: chlorophyll, crustaceology, insouciant, 
chihuahua, sarcophagus, logorrhea, esquamulose, and milieu

Possible answers: studying word patterns

T
F
F
T

  1. Number the steps below to show the order in which they should occur.

  _____ Add the beans to the tomato mixture. 

  _____ Sauté the vegetables in the skillet. 

  _____ Coat the baking dish with cooking spray.

  _____ Preheat the oven.

  _____ Bake the casserole until the cheese on top is bubbly. 

 2. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of nonfi ction 
selection this is.

  _____ how-to

  _____ biography

  _____ persuasive text

 3. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to tell a story about a family who makes a tortilla casserole

  _____ to explain how to make tortilla casserole

  _____ to show the history of casseroles in American cooking

 4. What are the two types of cheeses that are used in this recipe?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. The casserole should bake for __________ minutes. 

 6. What is a colander, and how is it used? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What do you need to do to the green bell pepper before you add it to the recipe? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Is this a recipe you would like to make yourself? Why or why not? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Monterey Jack and cheddar

a bowl with small holes in it; It is used for draining 
foods. 

chop it 

Answers will vary. 

3
2
4
1
5
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 Write the words from the story that have the meanings below.

 1. a pleasant scent or smell

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. get used to

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 3. not very bright

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 4. decorated with designs made by needle and thread

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

  5. What do you think Mrs. Juarez means when she says she uses a jalapeño pepper for zing?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Why wasn’t anyone else in Alicia and Marco’s cooking class?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Do you think that Alicia and Marco will cook anything for their parents? Why or why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Read the descriptions below. Write A next to the phrase if it describes Alicia. Write M if it 
describes Marco.

 8. _____ wants to learn how to make gazpacho

 9. _____ loves empanadas

 10. _____ enjoys watching the dancers at the fi esta

 11. What is gazpacho? What ingredients does it contain?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. How do Alicia and Marco feel about the cooking class? How do you know? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Alicia and Marco were the only people to register.

Answers will vary. 

a cold vegetable soup; tomatoes, cucumber, celery, 
peppers

They are excited. Marco says, “I can’t wait!” 

M
A
A

aroma

adjust

dim

embroidered
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  1. What happens during a reenactment of a battle?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What is a piñata?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Why is Cinco de Mayo such an important celebration, even though the French returned 
a year later and took power?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Check the sentence below that is the best summary for paragraph 2. 

  _____ The French were surprised to be defeated by the Mexican army in 1862. 

  _____ The French wanted Emperor Maximilian to become the new ruler of Mexico.

  _____ The Mexican army was smaller than the invading French army.

 5. A fi esta is a  __________________________________________________________________________ . 

 6. Tell about what you might be likely to see if you attended a Cinco de Mayo celebration. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Explain why words such as Cinco de Mayo, fi esta, and piñata are set in italics in the 
selection. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

People dress up in uniforms and have a pretend battle.

a colorful papier-mâché object that is filled with toys 
and candy and then broken open

Winning the battle was a powerful example of the 
spirit and determination of the Mexican people.

Possible answers: Mexican foods, music, games, 
dancing, parades, and fireworks

celebration  

They are foreign words. 
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 Write the words from the story that have the meanings below.

 1. different subject areas

   _________________________________
 Par. 4

 2. to produce a clear picture or image

   _________________________________
 Par. 4

 3. jobs; uses

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

 4. something that allows the body to use more oxygen and helps the heart get stronger

   _________________________________
 Par. 8

  5. In paragraph 2, Kwame lists several different activities. How are these activities similar?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. How are voluntary and involuntary muscles different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What are Eva and Kwame trying to persuade their classmates to do? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Name two types of aerobic exercise that are not mentioned in the story.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Do you think that Kwame and Eva will get their pictures in the Santa Rosita newspaper? 
Explain your answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Sometimes, authors have more than one purpose in writing. The author’s purpose for 
writing this selection was to entertain and ____________________. 

 11. What kind of exercise would you do if you were in Kwame and Eva’s class? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

They all use muscles.

We can choose how and when to use voluntary muscles. 
Involuntary muscles move automatically as needed.

to exercise 30 minutes each day

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

inform 

categories

focus

functions

aerobic

 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. carry; transport  ___________________________________________
 Par. 2

 2. looked at; considered  ____________________________________
 Par. 3

 3. create; establish  _________________________________________
 Par. 5

 4. places where art is displayed  _____________________________
 Par. 5

 5. not resembling anything real  ______________________________
 Par. 6

  6. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to share information about the elephant artists of Thailand

  _____ to persuade the reader to buy a piece of elephant artwork

  _____ to inform the reader about the different types of animals living in Thailand

 7. What problem were the elephants of Thailand having before Komar and Melamid 
stepped in?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. About how many elephants are there in Thailand today?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Name one artist whose work some people believe resembles the elephant artwork.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. What is the name for the elephants’ style of painting?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. A ____________________ is an elephant trainer. 

 12. If you had the money, would you purchase a piece of elephant artwork? Why or why 
not? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

They did not have any work, and they were being abused.

less than 5000

Possible answers: Jackson Pollock, Vasily Kandinsky

abstract

Answers will vary. 

haul

regarded
found

galleries

abstract

mahout 
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  1. Why do a snake’s neck muscles need to be strong?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. About how far can a lion leap?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. According to the selection, what is one way snakes and lions are similar?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

 4. A lion’s strength is important for its ____________________. 

  interest          survival          body

 5. An elephant can ____________________ many types of tasks with its trunk.

  accomplish          forget          create

 6. In your own words, explain how a snake’s muscles help it move. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. In paragraph 6, what does specialized mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. An elephant uses its trunk similar to the way people use their ____________________ and 

  ____________________.

so it can swallow large prey

35 feet

Possible answer: They both use their muscles to hunt prey.

Possible answer: Snakes contract their muscles, which 
makes a wavelike motion and pushes them along the ground. 

used for a specific purpose 

survival

accomplish

fingers
hands 
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  1. What has Pollock’s technique been called? Why?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Name two artists whom Pollock admired.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Is this passage a fantasy, or does it take place in reality?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. How did Pollock change painting forever?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Why did critics think that Pollock’s style of painting was more similar to music than to 
realistic painting?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Find the simile in paragraph 4, and write it on the line below. What does it mean?

 6.  ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. In paragraph 3, what does the word intrigued mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How was the way Pollock painted different from the way most artists painted? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What are three adjectives you could use to describe Pollock’s paintings? 

   _________________________________

   _________________________________

   _________________________________

action painting; Answers will vary.

                                         Possible answers: 
Pablo Picasso; Joan Miro; Diego Rivera;Thomas Hart Benton

It takes place in reality.

He changed people’s ideas of what art was.

Possible answer: In the same way that music is about sound, Pollock’s 
paintings were about paint and did not represent something else.

like music for the eyes; Even though they did not 
create an image, they were exciting to look at.

interested or curious about 

Instead of using an easel, he laid huge canvases on the 
floor so he could drip and splatter. 

Answers will vary. 
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  1. What kind of earrings was Ms. Kaye wearing?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why was Samir’s painting unusual?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What do you think a still life is?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What problem did Matthew and Samir have at the beginning of the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What is one way in which Mathew and Samir are different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Write a summary of paragraph 6 on the lines below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. In paragraph 10, what does perspective mean? How do you know? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Circle your answer. 

  Ms. Kaye’s words were (intimidating, reassuring) to the boys.

They spelled art.

He used unusual colors.

Answers will vary. 

They were intimidated by artwork that previous 
students had done.

Possible answer: Samir prefers to paint, and Matthew 
prefers to draw.

Answers will vary. 

point of view; Matthew talks about how things look 
through the cricket’s eyes. 

  1. Do you think Lena will be a scientist one day? Explain your answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What is one reason why Lena’s dad thinks people will never be able to visit Saturn?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What part of the story is a fantasy for Lena? What part takes place in reality?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. The protagonist is the main character in a story. Who is the protagonist in this story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Saturn has ________ moons. 

 6. Do you think that Lena and her dad have used the telescope together before? Why or 
why not? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. In Lena’s dream, how does she decide what to name Saturn’s newest moon? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Possible answers: It is made mostly of gases; it is too windy.

When she accepts the award, it is fantasy. When she 
looks at Saturn with her father, it is reality.

Lena

Possible answer: Yes. She asked her dad to get her up 
to see Saturn if it was a clear night. 

62

She names it after her dad. 
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. trying out different things

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. more than one; several

   _________________________________
 Par. 4

 3. like an adult

   _________________________________
 Par. 5

 4. a feeling of being content and fulfi lled

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

  5. Why was it so unusual that Alexandra painted in the style of Cubists when she was very 
young?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Find one sentence in the passage that shows Alexandra loves what she does. Write it 
below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of selection this is.

  _____ biography _____ fi ction _____ how-to

 8. Check the words that describe Alexandra.

  _____ creative _____ ambitious _____ generous

  _____ scientifi c _____ impatient

 9. Number the events below to show the order in which they happened.

  _____ Alexandra had her fi rst public show. 

  _____ Alexandra’s works were shown in galleries and museums around the world.

  _____ Alexandra’s parents thought she should spend less time coloring. 

  _____ Alexandra began painting with acrylic and oil paints. 

  _____ Alexandra was born in Romania.

She had not seen any of their paintings before.

Possible answer: She cannot imagine doing anything else 
that would bring her such joy and satisfaction.

satisfaction

mature

multiple

experimentation

4
5
2
3
1
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. came to a decision

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. the place something or someone is going

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 3. carefully moving or guiding

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

 4. remains; leftovers

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

  5. Check the line beside the word that best describes what type of passage this is.

  _____ informational

  _____ fi ction

  _____ myth

 6. What did Galileo think the bulges on either side of Saturn were caused by?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. How long did it take the Cassini-Huygens spacecraft to travel from Earth to Saturn?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How do scientists think the rings of Saturn were created?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What important discovery was made in 2014? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

He thought the bulges were other planets.

seven years

They are the remains of a moon that was destroyed.

An underground ocean with liquid water was 
discovered on one of Saturn’s moons. 

concluded

destination

maneuvering

remnants
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. places; locations

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. guided or directed

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 3. possible

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

 4. buildings that are used for a specifi c purpose

   _________________________________
 Par. 4

 5. words that describe something

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

  6. Check the line beside the word that best describes what type of nonfi ction selection this 
is.

  _____ biography            _____ informational            _____ persuasive 

 7. On the lines below, write a sentence that summarizes paragraph 1.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. In which mountain range is Kitt Peak located?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Nebulae is the plural form of ____________________. 

 10. Who are the Tohono O’odham? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. NOAS is an acronym. What do the letters stand for? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. If you saw the Milky Way through a telescope, what would it look like? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Quinlan Mountains

a Native American tribe who has lived in Arizona for centuries 

National Optical Astronomy Observatory

a thick band of light 

sites

conducted

potential

facilities

descriptive

nebula 

  1. What does it mean to sail before the wind?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why does a sail need to be able to rotate?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. When does a sailor need to travel in a zigzag pattern?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What purpose does a sailboat’s keel serve?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to share information about how a sailboat works

  _____ to entertain the reader with a story about funny experiences with sailing

  _____ to inform the reader about great sailors of the past century 

 6. Check the line beside the word that best describes what type of selection this is.

  _____ informational

  _____ fi ction

  _____ autobiography

 7. In paragraph 6, what does harness mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. The author compares the keel to a ____________________. 

 9. When the wind pulls a boat forward, it is called ________________________________________.

The wind is behind you.

to be able to use the wind regardless of the direction it is blowing

when the sailor needs to travel directly into the wind

It keeps the boat traveling straight ahead.

to control something so you can use it 
knife or fin

sailing off the wind
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  1. Check the sentence that best states the main idea of the selection.

  _____ Pilar asks her grandpa what the fl ashlight, mirror, and whistle are for.

  _____ Sarah moved to Ohio from Iowa a couple of years before. 

  _____  Sarah and Pilar go on a sailing trip with Pilar’s grandparents and learn some safety 
tips about boating. 

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 2. _____ Sarah and Pilar helped load supplies on the boat.

 3. _____ Sailing is a good way to relax.

 4. _____ PFD stands for personal fl otation device.

 5. _____ Mrs. Roma is a better sailor than Mr. Roma. 

 6. _____ The characters in this story all live in Ohio.

 7. How do you signal SOS?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Do you think that Sarah and Pilar will go sailing with Pilar’s grandparents again? Why or 
why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Find the simile in paragraph 2, and write it on the line below.

 9.   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Now, write your own simile about a blue sky. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. Have you ever been on a boat before? If you have, tell about your experience. If not, tell 
why you would or would not like to take a trip by boat. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Using a light, make three quick flashes, three longer 
flashes, and then three more quick flashes.

Answers will vary. 

The sky was as blue as the bottom of a swimming pool.

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

F
O
F
O
F
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 Circle the word that best completes each sentence below.

 1. The challenger ____________________ against the defender. 

  competes    rebels    supports

 2. In the Louis Vuitton Cup, boats compete to see who will challenge the 
____________________ champion.

  original    future    current

 3. The ____________________ is passed from one winning team to the next.

  tradition            trophy            competition 

 4. Name one thing that was similar about all America’s Cup races before 1983.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Name two countries that you think have the best chance of winning the next 
America’s Cup.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Where did the fi rst America’s Cup take place?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What country held the longest winning record in sports history? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Why was the Challenger Selection Series begun? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. America’s Cup contestants are likely to be very ____________________. 

  _____ suspicious

  _____ frustrated

  _____ competitive

competes

current

trophy

competitive

Possible answers: Isle of Wight; English Channel; England

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: The United States always won.

the United States 

because so many countries wanted to compete against 
the U.S. 
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  1. What is the name of the island where the group had their picnic?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why was Pilar’s grandma a good person to have nearby when Sarah was stung 
by a bee?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Read the sentences below. Write B next to the sentence if it tells about something that 
happened before Sarah was stung. Write A if it tells about something that happened after.

 3. _____ Pilar and Sarah began playing catch.

 4. _____ The girls helped Mrs. Roma unpack the lunch.

 5. _____ Sarah looked at the red welt on her arm.

 6. Why did Mrs. Roma want to know if Sarah had been stung before? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Do you think Sarah will want to go sailing again? Find a quote from the story that supports 
your answer. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How does Sarah react when she gets stung? How would you react? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Kelleys Island

She used to be a nurse.

She wanted to know if Sarah was allergic. 

Possible answer: Yes. “Sarah had decided that she 
loved everything about sailing.”

She’s pretty calm. She doesn’t panic. Answers will 
vary.

B
B
A

  1. Do you think this story takes place in reality, or is it a fantasy? Why?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Do you think that Dante and Ethan will want to go rock climbing again? Why or why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What is the purpose of a carabiner?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement. For example: I am so hungry, I could eat a 
horse. Find the hyperbole in paragraph 1, and write it on the line. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Write the idiom from paragraph 12 on the line next to its meaning.

 5. to enjoy and get used to something unexpected  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. In the story, what does belay mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Based on the story, how do you think the author feels about rock climbing? Use examples 
from the story to support your answer. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Circle the correct answer.

  Katsu wants to share his (competition, enthusiasm) for climbing with his friends.

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

To join together; in climbing it attaches the belay 
device to the harness

Dante and Ethan had asked him a million questions 
about it.

gets under your skin

to secure a climber with a rope

Possible answer: The author finds it interesting and fun. 
Dante and Ethan can’t wait to try it. Katsu enjoys it. Nicole 
says that after her first time, she couldn’t wait to try it again. 
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. hard to understand

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. over and over again 

   _________________________________
 Par. 4

 3. a group of animals that live together

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

 4. to crowd closely together 

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

 5. very interesting and appealing

   _________________________________
 Par. 8

 Read the descriptions below. Write Q next to the phrase if it describes queen bees. Write W if it 
describes worker bees.

 6. _____ dies after stinging

 7. _____ builds the nest

 8. _____ has a smooth, curved stinger

 9. _____ lays more than a thousand eggs a day

 10. _____ cools eggs by fanning their wings

 11. What is one place in the world where honey bees cannot be found?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. How long can a queen bee live?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 13. The only purpose of a drone is to ______________________________________________________. 

 14. How does the author feel about the way bees communicate? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Antarctica

one to three years

The author thinks it is fascinating.

mate with the queen

complex

repeatedly

colony

huddle

fascinating

W
W
Q
Q
W
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  1. Check the sentence that best states the main idea of paragraph 2.

  _____  Alpine climbing, ice climbing, and rock climbing are the three main types of 
climbing. 

  _____ Alpine and ice climbing are usually done in teams. 

  _____ Rock climbers look for walls or cliffs to climb almost anywhere. 

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 2. _____ Free climbers use chalk and tape to keep their hands dry.

 3. _____ People who enjoy rock climbing are adventurous and brave.

 4. _____ Bouldering is one way new climbers can practice somewhere safe.

 5. _____ In aid climbing, a person can use different types of tools. 

 6. _____ Rock climbing competitions are very interesting to watch.

 7. Why do you think rock climbing competitions are usually held indoors?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How are people’s reasons for climbing today different than they were in the past? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Explain what bouldering is. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

People used to climb to hunt or to find grazing land. 
Today, they climb for excitement and adventure. 

Bouldering means finding large rocks that are near the 
ground to use for practicing climbing moves. 

F
O
F
F
O
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  1. On the lines below, write one sentence from the selection that shows the author was 
trying to persuade you that climbing Mount Everest is a dangerous goal.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence below.

 2. The height of Mount Everest is ____________________ slightly every year.

  decreasing            increasing            moving

 3. Every year, many people ____________________ to reach the summit of the mountain.

  regret            pretend            attempt

 4. The ____________________ of an avalanche is always on the minds of the climbers.

  threat            awareness            belief

 5. In paragraph 5, what does civilian mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Explain how the title is related to the selection. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why do so many people attempt to climb Everest in spite of the danger? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Is there any dangerous activity you’d be willing to try? Why or why not? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer: Something is so intriguing about 
Mount Everest that people are still willing to risk their 
lives to climb it.

someone who is not in the military

Forehead in the Sky is the meaning of the Nepali word 
for Everest. 

Possible answer: It is a challenge and a thrill. 

Answers will vary. 

threat

attempt

increasing

 1. Number the events below to show the order in which they happened.

  _____ Ms. Pond read the names of the different class offi cers. 

  _____ Ms. Pond told the class she had the election results. 

  _____ Ahmad said he would like to create a volunteering club.

  _____ Li Chen suggested that Ahmad and Olivia be co-presidents.

  _____ Ahmad and Olivia waited in the hallway.

In fi rst-person point of view, the reader knows the thoughts and feelings of the person telling 
the story. In third-person point of view, the reader only knows what an outsider knows about a 
character. Mark each sentence below F for fi rst-person and T for third-person.

 2. _____ I wonder if Ahmad and Olivia would mind being co-presidents?

 3. _____ Olivia walked to the front of the room.

 4. _____ Ahmad said he would do his best to be a good president. 

 5. _____ I can’t believe that I am going to be class secretary!

 6. What problem did the class have at the beginning of the story? What was the solution? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Name one way that Olivia and Ahmad are similar in their goals and plans and one way 
that they are different. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How do Olivia and Ahmad feel about the decision at the end of the story? How do you 
know? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Olivia and Ahmad received the same number of votes. 
They will be co-presidents. 

Possible answers: Both Olivia and Ahmad would work 
hard to be a good president. Olivia would organize a 
dance. Ahmad would start a volunteering club. 

They are happy about it. They smile and shake hands. 

2
1
4
5
3

F
T
T
F
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  1. Check the words that describe Olivia.

  _____ confi dent

  _____ thoughtful

  _____ lazy

  _____ ambitious

 2. What does Ahmad think his strength as president would be?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What does Jenna think Olivia should emphasize in her campaign?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Alliteration is the use of words that begin with the same sound. Find the alliteration in 
paragraph 4, and write it on the line.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write the idiom from paragraph 5 on the line next to its meaning.

 5. sounds good  _________________________________________________________________________

 6. In paragraph 8, what does utensils mean? How do you know? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Would you vote for Olivia or Ahmad? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. If you ran for school offi ce, what characteristics or strengths would you want people to 
know about? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

He can bring some fresh ideas to school politics.

her experience

Articulate, Authentic, and Approachable; Always 
Ahmad

It’s got a nice ring to it.

things that can be used for writing; The author gives 
examples of things like markers, pens, and crayons. 

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. a public event or issue about which two sides have different views

   _________________________________
 Par. 1

 2. the least  _________________________________________________
 Par. 3

 3. feeling nervous and uncertain  ____________________________
 Par. 5

 4. gave up or gave in  _______________________________________
 Par. 5

 5. lived in; occupied by  _____________________________________
 Par. 7

 6. makes sure  _______________________________________________
 Par. 7

  7. Check the line beside the word that best describes what type of selection this is.

  _____ informational            _____ persuasive            _____ fi ction 

 8. What is the smallest number of electoral votes a candidate must receive to win the 
presidency?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Why do some states have more electoral votes than others?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Why do some people feel that the Electoral College is not a fair way to elect the 
president?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. Why do some people believe that the Electoral College is a good system to elect the 
president?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. Why did people want the votes in Florida to be recounted?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

270

Some states have larger populations than others.

They feel that when a candidate wins the election in a state, the 
votes for the other candidate do not count because the winner 
receives all of the electoral votes.

They think it helps smaller, less populated states have 
a voice in the election.

It was a close race, and the election results in Florida 
could make a difference in the outcome.

controversy

minimum

anxiously

conceded
populated

ensures
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  1. Check the sentence below that is the best summary for paragraph 3. 

  _____ Mr. Chandler handed out the list to the students. 

  _____ Mr. Chandler gave the students tips about being careful during the scavenger hunt. 

  _____ Mr. Chandler said, “May the best team win!”

 2. What does each team have to do during the scavenger hunt?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Name three items that are on the list Mr. Chandler distributes.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What does Alex offer to exchange for a yellow highlighter?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

  5. Write the idiom in paragraph 9 on the line below its meaning.

  waited anxiously

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Which word best describes the students’ mood during the scavenger hunt? 

  _____ enthusiastic

  _____ thoughtless

  _____ adventurous 

 7. Why did students try to hide what they were carrying from other teams? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. In paragraph 3, Mr. Chandler says, “Use your best powers of observation.” What does this 
mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer: Look carefully. Pay close attention. 

so the other teams couldn’t see where they found things 

held their breath

a large paper clip and an extra cap eraser

Answers will vary. 

find every item on the list

  1. How did the cofferdam make the work of the archaeologists easier?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why were the archaeologists pleased that a layer of mud covered the bottom of the 
boat?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Name three things that were found in the wreckage of the Belle. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Where were the four boats in the French expedition supposed to be headed?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write T before the sentences that are true. Write F before the sentences that are false.

 5. _____ The Belle sank in 1656. 

 6. _____ The explorer La Salle led the French expedition. 

 7. _____ The Belle was an Italian ship. 

 8. _____  Almost everything in the wreckage of the boat had decayed and was no longer 
recognizable. 

 9. _____ A marine archaeologist discovered the wreckage of the Belle.

 10. In paragraph 5, what does the word artifacts mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. On the lines below, write a summary of paragraph 5. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

It allowed them to work in a dry area instead of deep 
underwater.

It helped preserve things.

Answers will vary. 

the mouth of the Mississippi River

things created by humans during a certain period of history

Possible answer: Mud helped preserve artifacts from 
the Belle. 

F
T
F
F

T
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  1. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to inform

  _____ to persuade

  _____ to entertain

 2. How are archaeologists and treasure hunters similar?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. How are they different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. In the opinion of archaeologists, what is valuable about shipwrecks?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. How have archaeologists and treasure hunters compromised?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. In paragraph 6, the word see is set in quotation marks. What was the author’s purpose for 
doing that?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 7. _____  Treasure hunters have the right to use the contents of a shipwreck in any way they 
like.

 8. _____ Dr. Robert Ballard discovered the Titanic. 

 9. _____ Both the treasure hunters and the archaeologists have a good point. 

 10. Would you rather be a treasure hunter or marine archaeologist? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

They both search for undersea treasures.

Archaeologists study shipwrecks as a piece of history, 
and treasure hunters hope to profit from the wrecks.

They see the wrecks as a valuable snapshot of how 
citizens from past cultures lived and traveled.

Treasure hunters allow scientists to spend as much time as they 
need to study the wreck, and scientists have provided better 
equipment for exploration.

The sonar doesn’t actually see things, but it can 
identify where they are.

F
O

O

Answers will vary. 
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  1. Check the words that best describe La Salle.

  _____ adventurous

  _____ unfriendly 

  _____ courageous

  _____ funny 

  _____ determined

Read the sentences below. If the event described happened before La Salle returned to France 
in 1683, write B on the line. If it happened after, write A. 

 2.  _____ La Salle and his crew landed at Matagorda Bay.

 3. _____ La Salle established himself as a fur trader. 

 4. _____ La Salle was killed when his men mutinied. 

 5. _____ La Salle named Louisiana after King Louis XIV. 

 6. Where was La Salle when he thought he had reached the mouth of the Mississippi?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What was the name of the fi rst ship to sail the Great Lakes?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How did the state of Louisiana get its name?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What group of people used the Mississippi for many years before the European explorers 
arrived?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. In paragraph 4, what do you think indigenous means? What clues can help you fi gure it 
out? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Matagorda Bay in Texas

Le Griffon

LaSalle named the region Louisiana after King Louis 
XIV of France.

the indigenous people of the area or Native Americans

native; having always lived in a certain area; The river 
had been used for centuries by the people. 

A
B
A
B
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 Mark each sentence below F if it is in fi rst-person point of view and T if it is in third-person point of 
view. 

 1. _____ Annette enjoys her job. 

 2. _____ I have to remind myself that the zoo animals are still wild creatures.

 3. _____ Takashi thinks Miki should start changing the litter box at home.

 4. _____ I would love having a job where I could work with animals every day.

 5. Do you think Miki will continue to look for more information about becoming a 
zookeeper? Why or why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. On the lines below, write one sentence from the story that shows that Miki might enjoy a 
job as a zookeeper. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why does Mr. Yamamoto tell Miki she should talk to the zookeeper?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Why don’t zookeepers usually teach the zoo animals to do tricks?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Zookeepers often treat the zoo animals like pets. Is this statement true or false? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Would you enjoy working in a zoo? Explain. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: I don’t think I would ever get tired of 
seeing the animals.

so Miki can learn more about what it’s like to be a 
zookeeper

They don’t want the animals to do tricks just to 
entertain people.

false

Answers will vary. 

T
F
T
F

 Circle the word that best completes each sentence below. 

 1. Cats use their tails for ____________________. 

  running            balance            protection 

 2. There are many ____________________ in the colors and patterns of cats’ fur. 

  characteristics            coats            variations

 3. Some people think that cats are ____________________ creatures.

  independent            wild            lonely

 4. Name two ways in which domestic cats and wild cats are similar. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. How is the Manx cat different from other cats?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What is the legend surrounding the name of the Maine coon cat?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. In paragraph 8, what is the author trying to persuade the reader of?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. On the lines below, write a summary sentence for paragraph 8.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Why is there an old saying that cats have nine lives? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Do you have a cat? If you do, tell about it. If you don’t, tell what characteristics you 
would want in a cat. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answers: Both types of cats have claws they can retract, 
sharp senses of hearing and smell, excellent night vision, and muscular 
and flexible bodies.

It has a very small stub of a tail or no tail at all and its 
front legs are shorter than its back legs.

According to legend, it is part raccoon.

to adopt a cat from a shelter instead of buying a 
purebred cat

Adopting a cat from a shelter is a good idea because 
there are many homeless cats.

Possible answer: They are agile. They can survive a lot 
of things. 

Answers will vary. 

balance

variations

independent
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 Write the words from the selection that are homophones for the words below.

  1. pear 

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 2. billed 

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

 3. paste 

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

 4. fourth 

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

  5. What do Muschi and Maeuschen mean?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What is humorous about the names Muschi and Maeuschen?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why were Muschi and Maeuschen separated?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How did Francine Patterson and Koko communicate with one another?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. How did Koko treat All Ball?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Check the sentence that best states the main idea of the selection.

  _____ Koko showed a great deal of interest in stories about cats.

  _____  Some animals can occasionally form strong friendships with animals from other 
species.

  _____ Muschi and Maeuschen live at the Berlin Zoo in Berlin, Germany. 

Muschi means pussycat and Maeuschen means little 
mouse.

Maeuschen is a large bear, not a small mouse. Also 
cats and mice are not known for being friends.

The zoo was building a new, larger cage for 
Maeuschen.

using American Sign Language

with gentleness and tenderness

forth

paced

build

pair
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 Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 1. _____ Cats are excellent companions. 

 2. _____ Ancient Egyptians appreciated that cats kept the number of rodents under control. 

 3. _____ The artwork on the inside of Egyptian tombs is beautiful.

 4. _____ Archaeologists have found mummifi ed cats in Egyptian tombs.

 5. _____  The Egyptian goddess Bast is often shown to have the body of a woman and the 
head of a cat.

 6. Why did the ancient Egyptians fi rst form relationships with cats?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. How have archaeologists learned so much about cats and the ancient Egyptians?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How do you think the author feels about cats? Use specifi c examples from the text to 
support your answer. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. The ancient Egyptians began keeping cats as pets more than ____________________ years 
ago.  

Wild cats were helping the Egyptians by keeping 
animals like mice and rats away from their supplies 
of grain.

through clues that have been found in the tombs of 
Egyptians and in Egyptian artwork

Possible answer: The author likes cats. He/She says 
they make excellent companions and are loving and 
intelligent. 

O
F
O
F
F

4,000
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  1. Is the part of the story in which Sam is being interviewed fantasy or reality? How can you 
tell?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What is something that Sam and his dad have in common?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Why does Sam say that his dad deserves part of the credit for his discovery?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. In Sam’s dream, who grants him permission to explore the hidden room?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Do you think that Sam and his dad will actually travel to Egypt one day? Explain your 
answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Check the words that best describe Sam. 

  _____ curious

  _____ lazy

  _____ enthusiastic

  _____ imaginative

  _____ anxious 

 7. What is Sam worried will happen before he grows up? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. In paragraph 3, what does logical mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

It is fantasy. Possible answers: He is an adult. He is 
in Egypt. He has made an important discovery in the 
pyramids. His father wakes him up from a dream.

They are both interested in archaeology and Egyptian pyramids.

because his dad was supportive and encouraged his interest

the Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities

Answers will vary. 

He is worried that all the mysteries of the pyramids 
will be solved. 

something that makes sense 

 Write the words from the story that have the meanings below.

 1. a machine that contracts or presses together to push out air or gases

   _________________________________
 Par. 5

 2. no longer in use

   _________________________________
 Par. 11

  3. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of selection this is.

  _____ science fi ction            _____ fable            _____ informational

 4. Is this story a fantasy or does it take place in reality? How can you tell?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What does Grandpa persuade Finn to change his mind about, and how does he do it?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Dialogue is what a character says. The words in dialogue are always in quotation marks. 
On the line below, write the words that are dialogue in paragraph 13.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Name two elements of the story that tell you the story takes place in the future.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. When was the picture with Grandpa and his minivan taken?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Based on the information in the story, what do you think a windpack is? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 10. If you wrote a story that takes place in the future, what would you write about? Describe 
something from the future you would include in your story. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

It is a fantasy. It contains things that do not exist.

Grandpa persuades Finn to appreciate the benefits of windpacks. He 
explains how they are cleaner and easier to care for than cars were.

“That’s nearly 50 years ago!”

Answers will vary. 

2025

Possible answer: a wind-powered backpack that is used for 
transportation 

Answers will vary. 

compressor

absolete
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  1. Why is the Great Pyramid only 450 feet tall today when it was originally 480 feet tall?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. About how much does the Great Pyramid weigh?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. How do scholars think the ancient Egyptians moved the stones they used to make the 
pyramids?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Who were the pharaohs of ancient Egypt?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What conclusion can you come to using the information that the sides of the pyramids 
faced exactly north, east, south, and west?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to inform            _____ to persuade            _____ to entertain 

Use the table below to answer the questions that follow.

 Egyptian Pyramid Statistics
 Pharaoh  Location  Height (ft.)
 Userkaf  Saqqara 161

 Khufu  Giza 480

 Menkaure  Giza 213

 Sahure  Abusir 154

 7. For which pharaoh was the pyramid in Abusir built?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How tall is the pyramid in Saqqara?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Which two pyramids are closest in height?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Which two pyramids are located in the same place?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

because of erosion

8 million tons

with sleds and ramps

the rulers of ancient Egyptian kingdoms

that the ancient Egyptians had some way of determining direction

Sahure

161 feet

Userkaf and Sahure

Khufu and Menkaure
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 1. Why are windmill farms built?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What is another name for windmills?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Name two types of fossil fuels.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What is one way in which fossil fuels and wind power are different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Why are open plains, the ocean, and mountains all good places for windmills?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. On the lines below, write a short sentence that is a summary of paragraph 3.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

 7. By the 1940s, electricity was ____________________ to people in most parts of the country.

  removed            donated            available

 8. One advantage to wind power is that it does not create ____________________.

  noise            pollution            energy

 9. In paragraph 1, what does abundant mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. ____________________ is the country that uses more wind energy than any other country.

to create large amounts of energy

wind turbines

coal and gas

Possible answer: There is an endless suply of wind, and 
wind power is cleaner.

Possible answer: Wind power allowed people in remote 
areas to have electricity when it was still new.

plentiful; not in short supply 

They are the windiest places.

available

pollution

Germany 
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. not required

   _________________________________
 materials list

 2. a v-shaped cut

   _________________________________
 Step 1

 3. parallel to, or level with, the horizon

   _________________________________
 Step 3

 4. the point where two things meet

   _________________________________
 Step 4

 5. an amount greater than needed

   _________________________________
 Step 5

  6. Where can you fi nd the heavyweight paper to make your kite?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Name two optional materials you can use to decorate your kite.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. For which task will you need the help of a parent or other adult?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. How much larger than the kite frame should your piece of paper be?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of selection this is.

  _____ fi ction

  _____ how-to

  _____ persuasive 

at a craft store

Answers will vary. 

to cut the notches in the dowel rods

2 inches all the way around

excess

intersection

horizontal

notch

optional

  1. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of selection this is.

  _____ historical fi ction

  _____ biography

  _____ myth

 2. Check the words that describe Gertrude Ederle.

  _____ artistic _____ nosy

  _____ courageous _____ athletic

  _____ determined _____ talkative

 3. Find a phrase in the selection that shows that the author admires Gertrude Ederle. Write it 
on the lines below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why was Ederle disqualifi ed the fi rst time she tried to swim the English Channel?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What are two dangers of swimming the English Channel?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Write the idiom from paragraph 7 on the line next to its meaning.

 6. earned a part  ________________________________________________________________________

 7. The English Channel is located between ____________________ and ____________________. 

 8. What are the two things that damaged Ederle’s hearing? 

  _______________________________________      _______________________________________

 9. Tell about something you’ve done that took a lot of determination. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Her trainer reached out to help her because she was 
coughing.

Answers will vary. 

landed a role

Answers will vary. 

measles swimming the Channel

France England  
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 Read the sentences below. Write B next to the sentence if it happened before Molly dove into 
the water. Write A if it happened after.

 1. _____ Uncle Connor told Molly that her mom was a graceful swimmer.

 2. _____ Molly grabbed her towel from the bench.

 3. _____ Molly’s mom and uncle were each holding up a single fi nger in the air. 

 4. _____ Molly’s mom gave her a kiss on the top of her head. 

 5. _____ Molly heard the whistle blow. 

 6. On the lines below, write a short sentence that states the main idea of the story.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Do you think Molly will swim in future meets? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Find the simile in paragraph 5, and write it on the line below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What two things were compared to each other in number 8? 

  _______________________________________      _______________________________________

 10. Choose one of the answers to number 9, and use it to create your own simile on the lines 
below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

Your uncle sinks like a rock.

uncle rock

Answers will vary. 

B
A
A
B
B
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 1. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to entertain

  _____ to explain the history of hot air balloons

  _____ to persuade the reader to try traveling by hot air balloon

 2. Who were the three passengers in the fi rst hot air balloon trip?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What was Steve Fossett’s accomplishment?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why is hot air used in the balloons?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Between which two states did the fi rst example of airmail travel?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Why do you think people were so excited by the Montgolfi er brothers’ accomplishment?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. It was not a good idea to use hydrogen in hot air balloons because it is a 

  ____________________ gas. 

 8. Gases that are ____________________ than air can help hot air balloons fl oat. 

 9. The Hindenburg burst into fl ames, so hydrogen was no longer used in hot air balloons. In 
this sentence, what is the cause, and what is the effect? 

  Cause: _______________________________________________________________________________

  Effect: ________________________________________________________________________________

a sheep, a duck, and a rooster

He became the first balloonist to fly solo around the world.

It is lighter than the air outside the balloon.

Pennsylvania and New Jersey

because it was the first time they saw that people 
might be able to fly one day

The Hindenburg burst into flames.

flammable 
lighter 

Hydrogen was no longer used in hot air balloons. 
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  1. Check the line beside the word or words that best describe what type of selection this is.

  _____ folktale

  _____ historical fi ction

  _____ informational 

 2. What problem did the people of Chelm have in the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Why didn’t the elders want to place oil lamps on the streets?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why was it becoming dark earlier?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Were the village elders wiser than the townspeople in the story? Explain.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. If you had been one of the townspeople, how would you have explained why the plan 
to capture the moon wouldn’t work?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 7. _____ The townspeople were unhappy that they couldn’t see well at night.

 8. _____ The elders were smarter than the townspeople. 

 9. _____ We should have guarded the moon more carefully. 

 10. _____ They crept up to the bucket and quickly covered it with a thick piece of fabric. 

 11. _____ They peered into the bucket, but all they could see was dark water.

They had difficulty seeing at night when there wasn’t a full moon.

It was too expensive.

The seasons were changing.

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

F
O
O
F
F

 Mark each sentence below F if it is in fi rst-person point of view and T if it is in third-person point of 
view.

 1. _____ The kitten’s face was illuminated by the light of the moon.

 2. _____ I hope we get to keep the kitten.

 3. _____ I heard a mewing sound coming from the bushes.

 4. _____ Nita unzipped the door of the tent. 

 5. Where were Pablo and Nita camping?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What did Pablo and Nita’s parents say they had to do before they could keep the kitten?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why does Nita want to name the kitten Luna?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Find the simile in paragraph 10, and write it on the line below.

 8.  ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Name one way in which Pablo and Nita are similar. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. In paragraph 6, what does emerging mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. If you found a kitten, what would you do? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

in their backyard

find out if she belongs to anyone

Her tongue is as rough as sandpaper.

They found her by the light of the moon.

They both want to help the kitten. 

coming out of 

Answers will vary. 

T
F
F
T
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. different stages

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 2. kept from happening

   _________________________________
 Par. 5

 3. for only a brief period of time

   _________________________________
 Par. 6

 4. a discussion in which there are different points of view

   _________________________________
 Par. 7

 5. information that helps one come to a conclusion

   _________________________________
 Par. 7

 6. What is one way that a lunar eclipse and a solar eclipse are similar?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What is one way that a lunar eclipse and a solar eclipse are different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Why are there different phases of the moon?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write T before the sentences that are true. Write F before the sentences that are false.

 9. _____ Some scientists believe the moon was once part of Earth. 

 10. _____ A solar eclipse is the only time the sun’s light is prevented from reaching the moon.

 11. _____ During an eclipse, the sun, the moon, and Earth are in a straight line.

 12. _____ A solar eclipse is more common than a lunar eclipse.

They both occur when the sun, the moon, and Earth are 
in a line.

Answers will vary. 

because the sun, the moon, and Earth are always 
moving

T
F
T
F

phases

prevented

temporarily

debate

evidence
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  1. Check the words that describe Neil Armstrong.

  _____ shy

  _____ courageous

  _____ ambitious

  _____ funny 

  _____ strong-willed

 2. Number the events below to show the order in which they happened.

  _____ Armstrong and Aldrin entered the Eagle.

  _____ The Columbia spacecraft was launched from the Kennedy Space Center. 

  _____ Armstrong and Aldrin planted a fl ag on the moon. 

  _____ Armstrong steered the Eagle to a less-rocky surface. 

  _____  President Kennedy said the United States would land a human being on the moon 
by the end of the decade.

 3. What were Armstrong’s fi rst words on the moon?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What do you think Armstrong meant when he said this?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. The Eagle was a ____________________________. 

 6. The astronauts left behind a plaque on the moon. Is this statement true or false? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Sending a human to the moon was one of the biggest events in the lives of people from 
an earlier generation. What has the biggest public event been in your life so far? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

“That’s one small step for [a] man, one giant leap for 
mankind.”

Armstrong was physically taking a single step onto the 
planet, but what he was doing was important for all humans.

true

lunar module 

Answers will vary. 

3
2
5
4
1
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  1. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to instruct

  _____ to explain

  _____ to entertain 

Read the sentences below. Write B next to the sentence if it describes something that 
happened before Daniel went outside. Write A if it describes something that happened after. 

 2. _____ Daniel was glad his chestnut tree hadn’t been damaged. 

 3. _____ Daniel drank his orange juice. 

 4. _____ Something caught Daniel’s eye.

 5. _____ Mrs. Ivanovic said that Daniel was observant. 

 6. _____ Mrs. Ivanovic explained why the construction crew wasn’t working.

 7. Do you think Daniel will be able to identify the fossil he found? Explain your answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Write the idiom from paragraph 1 on the line next to its meaning.

 8. to be unable to identify something or fi gure it out

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What is the setting for this story? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. What do Daniel and his mom decide to do to make sure the fossil is not damaged? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

couldn’t put his finger on it

Daniel’s house and backyard  

call the Natural History Museum for help 

A
B
A
A
B

  1. Check the words that describe Mary Anning.

  _____ determined _____ scientifi c _____ intelligent

  _____ suspicious _____ outgoing 

 2. Check the word that best describes what type of selection this is.

  _____ fi ction            _____ legend            _____ biography

 3. Check the sentence that best states the main idea of the selection.

  _____  Mary Anning’s father died while she was still a child, and she and her brother 
helped support the family. 

  _____  Mary Anning was a fossil hunter from the 1800s whose contributions are still 
recognized today. 

  _____ Mary Anning lived near the cliffs at Lyme Regis in Great Britain.

 4. Who bought the fossils that Mary and her brother found?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. How was Mary Anning different from other women of her time? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Use the time line below to answer the questions that follow.
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 6. In what year did Mr. Anning die?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What happened in 1828?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. How many years passed between Mary’s discovery of the Plesiosaur and the 
Pterodactyl?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

local collectors and tourists

She was a scientist and fossil hunter, when most women weren’t a 
part of these fields. 

1810

Mary discovered a pterodactyl skeleton.

7
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  1. Where can you fi nd a good example of a petrifi ed fossil?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why is it so valuable for scientists to fi nd animals that have been preserved in ice?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Name two types of animals that have been found in the La Brea Tar Pits. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. How do insects or small animals become preserved in amber?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Why is the work of paleontologists important?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. On the lines below, write a summary of paragraph 5.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What is one way that plants and animals trapped in amber are similar to those trapped in 
ice?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. What are the origins of the word fossil?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

 9. The soft parts of a plant or an animal usually ____________________.

  harden            decompose            uncover

 10. In petrifi ed fossils, the soft tissues have been ____________________ by minerals.

  determined            trapped            replaced

in Petrified Forest National Park in eastern Arizona

Scientists can gather information they don’t usually 
have access to.

Answers will vary. 

The word fossil comes from a Latin word that means to dig.

They become caught in the sap of certain trees and 
cannot free themselves.

They bring us closer to understanding the history of 
the natural world.

Animals caught in organic material are often well 
preserved.

Possible answer: Parts of the animals that usually decompose are 
preserved.

decompose

replaced
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  1. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to entertain

  _____ to instruct

  _____ to explain

 2. What problem does Jamila have at the beginning of the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. How does Tyler help her solve the problem?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why does Mrs. Johnson like Tyler’s idea?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 5. _____ Jamila wants to buy a new bike.

 6. _____ Jamila helps her mom weed the garden. 

 7. _____ Tyler is a creative thinker.

 8. _____ Tyler hopes that Jamila and her mother will make cookies. 

 9. _____ Jamila’s parents should buy the bike for her. 

 10. Name one way Jamila and Tyler are similar. Name one way they are different. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. Why does Jamila think her parents might want some help with chores? Quote the text to 
support your answer.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

She doesn’t have enough money to buy the bike she 
wants to train for a fundraiser.

He suggests that she can earn money by doing chores for her parents.

Answers will vary. 

Possible answers: They both earn money by doing chores. 
Jamila wants a bike. Tyler wanted a skateboard. 

Jamila says, “My parents are always saying that there 
just aren’t enough hours in the day for everything they 
need to do.”

F
F
O
F
O
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 Write T before the sentences that are true. Write F before the sentences that are false.

 1. _____ On average, coins last about 50 years. 

 2. _____ U.S. currency is printed on a special type of paper. 

 3. _____ Today, all U.S. currency is printed in Washington, D.C.

 4. _____ Two-dollar bills have not been printed since 1946. 

 5. _____ USA appears on the security thread of bills issued today. 

 6. What is one way in which a 5-dollar bill and 50-dollar bill are similar?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What is one way in which they are different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Why does advanced technology make it more of a challenge for the government to 
outwit counterfeiters?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What are the seven denominations of bills?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. What is a watermark?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. U.S. bills are a blend of ____________________ and ____________________. 

 12. What organization is responsible for printing paper money? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer: They both contain security thread.

Possible answer: the length of time they last

It is easier for people to make realistic-looking copies 
of money.

$1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50, and $100

a security mark that is visible when the bill is held up to 
bright light

the Bureau of Engraving and Printing

F
T
F
F
T

cotton linen

  1. What is a numismatist?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. In the United States Mint’s 50 State Quarters Program, how many new quarters were 
released every year?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Name two reasons that people like to collect coins.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. How does the demand for a coin affect its value?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Where can you fi nd more information about starting a coin collection?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Why do you think that serious collectors handle their valuable coins so carefully?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Use the table below to answer the questions that follow.

 United States Mint 
50 State Quarters Program

State Year Minted # out of 50
Delaware 1999 1

Florida 2004 27

Kentucky 2001 5

Louisiana 2002 18

Missouri 2003 24

 7. Which state’s quarter was minted in 2002? _____________________________________________

 8. In what year was Kentucky’s quarter released? _________________________________________

 9. Which state’s quarter was the fi rst released in the U.S. Mint’s program? __________________

a coin collector

5

Answers will vary. 

The greater the demand, the more valuable the coin.

Louisiana
2001

Delaware

at the library or on the website of the United States Mint

so they don’t damage them or cause them to become less valuable
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  1. The protagonist is the main character in a story, or the person the story is mostly about. 
Who is the protagonist in this story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What is Jamila saving her money to buy?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What is one reason that a savings account would be a good idea for Jamila?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. If Jamila left her money in a savings account for a year, would it earn more or less interest 
than if she left it there for two years?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mark each sentence below F if it is in fi rst-person point of view and T if it is in third-person point 
of view. 

 5. _____ The key to my piggybank doesn’t work.

 6. _____ Jamila and her mother went to the bank to open a savings account. 

 7. _____ The bank specialist smiled at Jamila.

 8. Circle the correct answer. 

  Before she gets a bank account, Jamila is a little (thoughtful, careless) with her money. 

 9. What do you think Jamila will do the next time she earns some money? Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. When you earn money, what do you do with it? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Jamila

a new bike

Answers will vary. 

less

Answers will vary. 

Answers will vary. 

F
T
T
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  1. Do you think that Raj and Malcolm would choose to work on another project together in 
the future? Why or why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Does this story take place in reality, or is it a fantasy?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What is one way in which the Galápagos Islands and the Amazon are similar?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What is one way in which the Galápagos Islands and the Amazon are different?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What does Raj fi nd most interesting about the Amazon?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What is the longest river in the world?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Check the words that describe Malcolm.

  _____ enthusiastic            _____ intelligent            _____ lonely            _____ rude

 8. Is the author’s purpose to entertain, instruct, or both? Support your answer with examples 
from the story. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. If you were assigned the same topic as Raj and Malcolm, what place would you choose? 
Why? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary. 

It takes place in reality.

Answers will vary. 

Possible answer: The Amazon has the largest rain 
forest in the world.

Answers will vary. 

the Nile

both; Possible answer: It is told like a story, which is entertaining. 
It contains lots of facts, like the size of the islands and the 
number of butterfly species found in the Amazon. 

Answers will vary. 
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 Write the words from the passage that have the meanings below.

 1. a light shade of a color

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 2. very bright and strong

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 3. difference

   _________________________________
 Par. 2

 4. sets apart or makes different

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

 5. blended or joined together

   _________________________________
 Par. 3

  6. Check the best summary for paragraph 5.

  _____ Myths and legends surround the pink dolphin. 

  _____ Conservation groups have reason to be worried about pink dolphins. 

  _____ Rivers where botos live are becoming more polluted. 

Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 7. _____ More than 20 species of dolphins exist. 

 8. _____ Dolphins tend to have friendly faces. 

 9. _____ Botos do not develop their pink coloring until they are adults. 

 10. _____ Because of their unusual coloring, botos are the most beautiful species of dolphin. 

 11. _____ More should be done to help protect botos.

 12. Name two threats to the safety of botos.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 13. Why do South Americans tend not to hunt botos? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Possible answers: fishermen’s nets and pollution

There are many myths and legends surrounding them. 

F
O
F
O
O

tint

vivid

variation

distinguishes

fused

  1. What problem do the four cousins have at the beginning of the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. How do they solve their problem?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Why does David tell his dad that “language is way overrated”?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What does Elena try to explain to Luis about her skills as a runner?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Why didn’t Mrs. Rodriguez translate for the cousins?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Number the events below to show the order in which they happened.

  _____ Luis gives Elena the thumbs-up sign. 

  _____ David asks his cousins if they play baseball. 

  _____ Mr. Rodriguez sets the table for dinner. 

  _____ Elena tells Luis that she is a runner, too.

  _____ Mrs. Rodriguez decides not to translate. 

Read the descriptions below. Write E next to the phrase if it describes Elena. Write D if it describes 
David. Write B if it describes both David and Elena. 

 7. _____ don’t speak much Spanish

 8. _____ is a good runner

 9. _____ says Luis is a fast runner

 10. Why had David and Elena always meant to learn Spanish? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. What is the main theme of this story? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 12. Why does David jokingly tell his dad that they need acting lessons? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

They do not speak the same language and they have to find a way to 
communicate.

They act things out.

He is excited that they have found ways to communicate.

She tries to tell him that she is not a fast runner but she can run 
for long distances.

She said they would have to figure out a way to make themselves 
understood sooner or later.

They knew it was important to their parents. 

Possible answer: Four cousins find out they can communicate 
with each other, even if they don’t speak the same language. 

                                                             because the 
cousins act out much of what they want to communicate 

4
1
5
3
2

B
E
D
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  1. Check the phrase that best describes the author’s purpose.

  _____ to inform

  _____ to entertain

  _____ to instruct 

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

 2. The eggs of the Galápagos tortoise are ____________________ by other animals.

  protected            threatened            ignored

 3. Conservationists ____________________ the young tortoises when they can defend 
themselves.

  breed            feed            release

 4. The Galápagos Islands are located in a ____________________ area.

  remote            urban            new

Read the descriptions below. Write S next to the phrase if it describes the saddle-backed 
tortoise. Write D if it describes the domed tortoise.

 5. _____ lives on hotter, drier islands

 6. _____ has longer legs and neck

 7. _____ has a rounder shell 

 8. _____ lives on wetter, cooler islands

 9. Why did the crews of whaling ships capture the giant tortoises?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 10. What is the biggest threat to the survival of the Galápagos tortoise today?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. In paragraph 1, what does vertebrate mean? How do you know? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

so they could have fresh meat during long voyages at sea

predators that eat the eggs and young tortoises

an animal with a backbone; The text gives the definition 
following the word. 

S
S
D
D

remote

release

threatened
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 Write F before the sentences that are facts. Write O before the sentences that are opinions.

 1. _____ Messages can be sent in Morse code using sound, light, and radio signals.

 2. _____ Morse code allows people who speak different languages to communicate.

 3. _____ More people should learn to use Morse code today. 

 4. _____ On May 24, 1844, Morse and Vail sent their fi rst long-distance message.

 5. _____ Morse code is a simple system to learn.

 6. On the lines below, write the words come see in Morse code using the information from 
the selection. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. In paragraph 7, what does the word abbreviated mean? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. You can send messages in Morse code using sound, ____________________, or radio 
signals. 

 9. In paragraph 6, the author says that Morse code is a versatile method of communication. 
What support does he or she give for this statement? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

a shortened form of something 

light 

Possible answer: Messages can be sent in a variety of 
ways. They can be understood even when there is a 
weak signal. 

-·-·  ---  --  ·       ···  ·  ·

F
F
O
F
O
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  1. What is fi ngerspelling?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What are the four basic hand forms of ASL?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Why do some hearing people know and use sign language?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why do you think that sign language might be part of the cultural identity of being deaf?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Why are ASL and BSL viewed as two separate languages?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write T before the sentences that are true. Write F before the sentences that are false.

 6. _____ Only deaf people use sign language.

 7. _____ Fingerspelling is slower than using other signs. 

 8. _____ There is only one dialect of ASL.

 9. _____ Some signs may translate to an entire phrase or sentence. 

 10. _____ About two million people in North America use ASL.

 11. What do the abbreviations ASL and BSL stand for?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write the idiom from paragraph 2 on the line next to its meaning.

 12. do something quickly  _________________________________________________________________

 Use the key below to read the sentence in sign language. Then, write the sentence on the line.

 13.  ________________________________________

A I L S W

using the signs for individual letters to spell words

hand shape, hand location, hand movement and hand 
orientation

so they can communicate with friends or family members who are deaf

Possible answer: It is a skill that they share that not 
many other people have.

They contain as many differences as British English and American 
English do.

American Sign Language and British Sign Language

fly through the motions

I saw Will.

F
T
F
T
F

  1. Check the line beside the word that best describes what type of selection this is.

  _____ fi ction

  _____ informational

  _____ folktale 

 2. How do people celebrate New Year’s Eve in Times Square?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Name two foods that people traditionally eat on New Year’s Day.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Why does the Chinese New Year fall on a different day than the American New Year?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence.

 5. New Year’s customs and traditions ____________________ from country to country.

  vary            decline            exist

 6. The foods people eat in celebration of the New Year often ____________________ their 
wishes for the coming year.

  cancel            explain            symbolize

 7. Many people see the beginning of a new year as a time to make a ____________________ 
start.

  special            fresh            careful

 8. What do you do to celebrate New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 9. Name one similarity and one difference between Chinese and American New Year. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

by watching the ball drop

Possible answers: black-eyed peas, ham, cabbage, 
grapes, doughnuts, soba noodles, seafood, dumplings

It is based on the lunar calendar, not the Julian calendar.

Answers will vary. 

Possible answers: In both cultures, people celebrate 
the New Year. The dates of the celebrations are 
different.

vary

symbolize

fresh
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  1. Who is Casey?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why do you think Nate wants to give skiing another try?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What bad habit does Sierra resolve to break?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Check the words that describe Sierra.

  _____ supportive 

  _____ timid

  _____ competitive 

  _____ kind

  _____ nervous

 5. Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement that is used to make a point. Find the hyperbole 
in paragraph 6, and write it on the line below.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Who usually wins games when Nate and Sierra play? 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Name one way Nate and Sierra are similar and one way they are different. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8. If you were to make New Year’s resolutions today, what would they be? List at least three. 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Nate’s sister

because his family enjoys it; because he hasn’t gone on 
a family ski trip in years

biting her nails

Casey always has a list a mile long.

Sierra 

They both want to start volunteering regularly. Nate wants to learn 
how to ski, while Sierra wants to stop arguing so much with her sister. 

Answers will vary. 
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