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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Have you ever heard of the Gullah people 
of the southeastern United States?

1	 If you look at a map of the southeastern 
United States, you will see a string of islands 
that runs along the coast of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and northern Florida. These islands 
are often called the Sea Islands. On the 
map, they probably appear no different 
than anywhere else in the country. But if you 
were to visit the islands, you would discover 
a unique culture and way of life that have 
been preserved for more than a century. 

2	 The name Gullah refers to both a group 
of people and a language. Many Africans 
were brought to America against their 
will to work on southern plantations. They 
harvested cotton and rice, among many 
other crops, as well as cared for the families 
of the plantation owners. 

3	 When the Civil War ended in 1865, the 
slaves were freed or abandoned. Many 
stayed to live and work in the area. Because 
the islands were accessible only by boat, 
the people were isolated from mainstream 
culture. The customs and traditions they 
brought with them from Africa remained 
largely unchanged for many years. 

4	 The Gullah language evolved as a 
way for people who didn’t speak the 
same language to communicate with one 
another. It is a combination of many West 
African languages mixed with English. An 
English speaker would be able to pick out 
familiar words here and there, but you 
probably would not understand most of 
what was being said. 

5	 For many years, it seemed as though the 
Gullah language was in danger of dying 
out, as the culture became more influenced 
by the culture of the rest of the United 
States. However, historical preservationists 
have been recently recording people 
speaking the language, as well as compiling 
dictionaries of various words and their 
meanings and pronunciation. They are 

doing their best to insure that the language 
is preserved for future generations.

6	 The Gullah language isn’t the only 
unique aspect of the native Sea Islanders. 
They have many traditions that are an 
important part of their culture. For example, 
the art of basket weaving has been passed 
down for many generations. A native 
grass that grows near the ocean, called 
sweetgrass, is used by the Gullah to create 
beautiful handmade baskets. The grass 
is coiled and then sewn together using a 
needle made from a spoon handle, bone, 
or nail. 

7	 Fish nets are also traditionally handmade 
in the Gullah culture. Fishing has been an 
essential part of life in the Sea Islands for 
many years. Fishermen knitted their own nets 
by hand using a needle made of palmetto 
wood, in a tradition carried over from 
West Africa. It is less common to see these 
handmade nets today, but some fishermen 
preserve the craft so that it remains a part of 
life on the islands.

8	 Today, you can still see the influence of 
the past in the South Carolina Sea Islands. 
The beauty of the Gullah people’s way of 
life still exists, and it brings a wonderful local 
flavor and color to the area. As interest and 
awareness in this historical culture grows, so 
does the chance that it will survive for future 
generations to appreciate. 

A Slice of Sea Island Life
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	 1.	 Where are the Sea Islands located?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Why did the Gullah language evolve?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	� Name two Gullah traditions that are still practiced today.

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	� What is one reason the African customs of the Gullah people remained  .
unchanged for so long?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	� Do you think it is important for the Gullah heritage and way of life to be preserved?  .
Explain. 

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	� What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing this selection?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word that best completes each sentence below. 

	 7.	� Historically, the Gullah have been _______________ craftspeople.

		  cultural    talented    preserving

	 8.	� In today’s world, the Gullah culture is a(n) _______________ snapshot of the past.

		  unreasonable    temporary    unique

	 9.	 On the lines below, write a summary for paragraph 5.

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME 
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What inspires Gullah artist Jonathan Green?

1	 If you have ever seen the art of Jonathan 
Green, it is not likely that you will soon forget 
it. His paintings are bold and colorful, lively 
and cheerful. Green depicts a way of life 
that is rapidly disappearing. It is a way of life 
that he remembers with fondness from his 
childhood in the South Carolina Sea Islands. 

2	 Jonathan Green was born in 1955 in 
Gardens Corner, South Carolina, a region 
of the state known as the Low Country. 
The second of seven children, Green was 
raised by his maternal grandmother, Eloise 
Stewart Johnson. As he grew up, he was 
immersed in Gullah culture—a culture that 
placed great value on tradition, family, and 
community. Although Green had to travel 
to other parts of the world before he could 
fully appreciate his rich heritage, the basic 
elements of his culture eventually found 
their way into his unique form of artistic 
expression. 

3	 After Green graduated from high school, 
he joined the military. It seemed like a good 
opportunity for him to see the world and to 
receive an education. When he completed 
his military service, Green attended the Art 
Institute of Chicago. While he was in school, 
he worked part-time as a security guard at 
an art museum. This allowed him to study the 
work of the masters. He imitated their work 
at first, learning what made them so well 
respected. Then, Green found his own style 
and direction and began painting South 
Carolina’s Gullah Islands, the world he knew 
best.

4	 Jonathan Green’s artwork is filled 
with everyday images of Gullah life as he 
remembered it growing up. His paintings 
show people hanging laundry out to dry, 
picking oysters, telling stories, and attending 
weddings and funerals. Water is found in 
many of his paintings because it plays an 
important role in the lives of people who live 
along the coast and on the islands. 

5	 Human beings are also found in nearly all 
of Green’s work, indicating the importance 
of family and community to the culture. 
The faces of the people in his paintings 
are usually without features. This can be 
interpreted as Green’s way of showing 
how the everyday lives and experiences of 
people are universal. 

6	 The Gullah way of life is changing as 
children grow up and move away to larger 
towns and cities. The Gullah dialect is 
disappearing with the older generations. 
Even the landscape of the islands is 
changing, as condominiums, malls, and 
fast-food restaurants begin to take over. 
Jonathan Green knows that his artwork 
cannot change what is happening to the 
area where he grew up. But his paintings 
can raise awareness of what is in danger of 
being lost and preserve the memories of a 
rich and colorful way of life.

The Art of the Islands 
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	 1.	� Check the words that best describe Jonathan Green.

		  _____ athletic

		  _____ artistic

		  _____ talkative

		  _____ creative

		  _____ caring

	 2.	� Check the word that best describes what type of selection this is.

		  _____ autobiography		  _____ fiction		  _____ biography

	 3.	� Do you think Jonathan Green will continue making paintings of his Gullah heritage?  .
Why or why not?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	� Name two things that frequently appear in Green’s paintings.

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	� Which of the following would be the most likely subject of one of Green’s paintings?

		  _____ �a realistic portrait of a mother and child

		  _____ the skyline of a city at night

		  _____ fishermen hauling in their nets 

	 6.	� How many children were there in Green’s family?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	� Why do you think that Green had to go away in order to be able to appreciate his  .
culture and heritage?

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	� Do you think that artwork can help preserve a culture? Explain.

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME 
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

A .fact .is .something .that .is .known .to .be .true . .An .opinion .is .what .a .person .believes . .It .may .or .may .
not .be .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .
opinions .

	 1. . _____ .Sushi .is .delicious .

	 2. . _____ . .The .chef .spreads .a .layer .of .sticky .rice .over .the .sheet .of .seaweed .

	 3. . _____ . .Wasabi .ruins .the .flavor .of .sushi .

	 4. . _____ . .Mrs . .Ito .makes .some .suggestions .about .what .to .order . . .

	 5. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .informational .text

 .  . _____ .fiction

 .  . _____ .tall .tale

	 6. . How .are .Alex .and .Emily .different?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Why .isn’t .everyone .surprised .that .Alex .likes .sushi?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .What .holds .everything .together .in .a .roll .of .sushi?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. . What .is .wasabi?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .Why .does .Mr . .Godfrey .say, .“Our .kids .are .turning .into .some .very .well-seasoned .eaters”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

O
F
O
F

Alex is more adventurous than Emily is about trying 
new foods.

He was looking forward to trying authentic Japanese 
food.

a thin sheet of seaweed

a very spicy condiment

Alex and Emily both enjoy the sushi and want to find a 
restaurant at home that serves it.

9
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Write .the .words .from .the .passage .that .have .the .meanings .below .

	 1. .  .the .process .of .growing .and .caring .for .something

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .to .trim .away .the .unwanted .parts .of .a .tree .or .bush

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. . copied; .made .again

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 4. . _____ . .The .tradition .of .raising .bonsais .was .begun .in .Europe . .

	 5. . _____ . .Japanese .bonsais .are .usually .grown .in .containers .outdoors .

	 6. . _____ . .The .owner .of .a .bonsai .must .spend .some .time .caring .for .the .plant . .

	 7. . _____ .There .are .three .basic .styles .of .bonsai .

	 8. .  .What .do .you .think .the .phrase .time-honored tradition .means?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 9. .  .What .are .the .three .elements .needed .to .create .a .successful .bonsai?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .How .are .the .cascade .and .semi-cascade .styles .of .bonsai .similar?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ .for .pleasure .or .entertainment

 .  . _____ .for .information

 .  . _____ .to .form .an .opinion .about .bonsais

NAME	

F
T
T
F

cultivation

prune

reproduced

something that is respected because it has existed for 
a long period of time

truth, goodness, and beauty

The leaves and the branches cascade down toward the 
base of the plant.

5
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	 1. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .passage .

 .  . _____ . .Although .baseball .is .thought .of .as .an .American .sport, .there .are .many .fans .and .
talented .players .of .Japanese .baseball, .or .yakyu . .

 .  . _____ . .American .teams .toured .Japan .in .the .early .1900s .and .played .exhibition .games .
against .the .local .amateurs . .

 .  . _____ . .Horace .Wilson .brought .baseball .to .Japan .in .the .1870s . .

	 2. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Horace .Wilson .introduced .baseball .to .his .students . .

 .  . _____ . .World .War .II .interrupted .Japanese .baseball . .

 .  . _____ . .The .Giants .won .nine .consecutive .national .championships .

 .  . _____ . .Babe .Ruth .and .Lou .Gehrig .played .baseball .in .Japan . .

 . 3. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .inform

 .  . _____ .to .entertain

 .  . _____ .to .persuade .

	 4. .  .Why .is .Sadahara .Oh’s .last .name .so .appropriate?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. . Why .did .Japan’s .leaders .like .baseball?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	What .is .the .literal .meaning .of .yakyu .in .Japanese?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	During .World .War .II, .many .of .the .players .became . .______________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

1
3
4
2

It means king, and he is the king of baseball in Japan.

It contained elements that were already part of 
Japanese culture.

field ball
soliders

3
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. . Why .were .the .Godfreys .in .Japan?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .do .you .think .Emily .meant .when .she .said, .“American .baseball .may .never .be .quite .
as .interesting .again”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .is .one .way .American .and .Japanese .baseball .are .similar? .What .is .one .way .they .are .
different?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Do .you .think .that .Alex .and .Emily .will .go .to .another .JBall .game .if .they .have .a .chance? .
Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .

	 5. .  .Alex .and .Emily .decide .to .try .food .that .they .would .not .be ._______________ .to .find .at .an .
American .game . .

 .  . allowed . . . .likely . . . .impressed

	 6. .  .The .Godfreys .are ._______________ .to .learn .how .American .and .Japanese .baseball .are .
different .

 .  . curious . . . .refusing . . . .apprehensive .

	 7. .  .Noisemakers .are .a .popular .______________ .at .Japanese .baseball .games .
 .  . explanation . . . .resource . . . .custom

An .idiom .is .a .group .of .words .that .has .a .special .meaning . .For .example, .the .idiom .hit the hay .
means .to go to bed . .Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .8 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 8. .  .something .of .interest; .something .a .person .enjoys . . ____________________________________  .

 . 9. .  .Would .you .enjoy .attending .a .sporting .event .in .another .country? .Explain .why .or .why .not . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

to visit Mrs. Godfrey’s college roommate

In comparison to American baseball, Japanese baseball 
seems more interesting and exciting to her.

Possible answers: Some of the snacks served are the 
same. Japanese baseball has male cheerleaders.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Yes, they 
seemed to enjoy the game and were interested in the 
similarities and differences.

cup of tea

Answers will vary.

Answer Key
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of . .
nonfiction .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .how-to . . . _____ .biography .  . _____ .persuasive .text

	 2. .  .Number .the .tasks .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .should .be .done .

 .  . _____ . .Combine .the .cheeses, .eggs, .and .spices .

 .  . _____ . .Ask .an .adult .to .drain .the .lasagna .noodles . .

 .  . _____ .Boil .a .pot .of .water . .

 .  . _____ .Simmer .the .vegetable .mixture .

 .  . _____ .Allow .the .lasagna .to .cool . .

	 3. .  .Why .do .you .think .you .should .wash .your .hands .after .handling .the .eggs?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .For .how .long .should .you .boil .the .lasagna .noodles?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .is .the .total .amount .of .time .the .lasagna .will .bake?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. . What .five .vegetables .are .used .in .this .recipe?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ . .to .tell .a .story .about .a .family .who .makes .a .lasagna

 .  . _____ .to .explain .how .to .make .lasagna

 .  . _____ . .to .persuade .the .reader .to .make .lasagna .for .dinner

	 8. .  .How .is .this .recipe .similar .to .and .different .from .other .types .of .lasagna .you’ve .had?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Is .this .a .recipe .you’d .like .to .try .at .home? .Why .or .why .not? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

4
2
1
3
5

Possible answer: You could become sick.

8 to 10 minutes

30 minutes

red bell pepper, green bell pepper, yellow onion, 
tomatoes, and zucchini

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below .

 . 1. .  .The .students .put .a .great .deal .of ._______________ .into .the .preparation .of .the .meal .

 .  . effort . . . .guidance . . . .transformation

 . 2. .  .Ms . .Milano ._______________ .Drew, .Emilio, .and .Michi’s .contributions . .

 .  . regrets . . . .appreciates . . . .plans

 . 3. .  .The .stepping .stones .are ._______________ .with .their .names .and .the .date .

 .  . requested . . . .remembered . . . .engraved

 . 4. .  .Name .two .things .the .students .did .to .transform .the .lunchroom .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .did .Ms . .Milano .give .Drew, .Michi, .and .Emilio .stepping .stones?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Why .do .you .think .Ms . .Milano .was .skeptical .when .the .students .first .presented .her .with .the .
idea .of .starting .a .school .garden?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .About .how .much .of .the .food .the .students .served .did .they .grow .themselves?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .In .paragraph .8, .what .does .perseverance .mean? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .List .three .adjectives .that .describe .how .you .think .Drew, .Emilio, .and .Michi .feel .at .the .end .
of .the .story . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They added 
tablecloths and flowers.

to thank them for their hard work and to help future 
students remember their contributions

She knew it would be a lot of work and was not sure 
if it would be successful.

about three-quarters of the food

continuing to do something even when it gets difficult

Possible answers: proud, excited, happy

13
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

The point of view tells the reader whose view of the story he or she is reading. In first-person 
point of view, the reader knows the thoughts and feelings of the person telling the story. In third-
person point of view, the reader only knows what an outsider knows about a character. Mark 
each phrase below F for first-person and T for third-person.

 1. _____ My cousin P.J. lives in Washington. 

 2. _____  Emilio’s aunt is the co-owner of a nursery.

 3. _____  Mr. Hasselbach has a vegetable garden.

 4. _____ I hope Ms. Milano likes our idea.

 5.  What problem do Drew, Emilio, and Michi have at the beginning of the story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 6.  Where did Drew get the idea to start a school garden at his middle school?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 7.  How do Drew, Emilio, and Michi know that Mr. Hasselbach has a garden at home?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 8.  Name two ideas that the students have that they think will make Ms. Milano more likely to 
approve their plan.

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Write the idiom from paragraph 6 on the line next to its meaning.

 9.  to start something _____________________________________________________________________

 10. What is the setting for this story?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

 11. Would you like to have a garden at your school or at home? Why or why not?

   ______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME 

F 
T 
T 
F

They have to figure out how to convince Ms. Milano 
that  the garden is a good idea.

from his cousin’s school in Washington

He brings in vegetables to school that he grew in his 
garden at home.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They can tell 
Ms. Milano they will organize a bake sale or yard sale. 
They can present Ms. Milano with a reasonable plan.

up and running

a picnic table at a park

Answers will vary.

11
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 . 1. . What .is .composting?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Name .four .fruits .or .vegetables .that .are .grown .in .the .Edible .Schoolyard .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Do .you .think .that .other .schools .will .create .gardens .based .on .Alice .Waters’s .ideas? .Why?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main	idea .of .the .selection, .or .tells .what .the . .
passage .is .mostly .about . .

 .  . _____ . .Alice .Waters .owns .Chez .Panisse .Restaurant .in .California . .

 .  . _____ . .Students .look .forward .to .the .time .they .spend .gardening .each .week . .

 .  . _____ . .Alice .Waters .founded .the .Edible .Schoolyard, .a .program .in .which .students .learn .to .
grow .and .prepare .their .own .foods .

	 5. . Check .the .words .that .describe .Alice .Waters .

 .  . _____ .generous

 .  . _____ .unfriendly .

 .  . _____ .talented

 .  . _____ .ambitious .

 .  . _____ .stingy

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .2 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

 . 6. . goes .together .________________________________________________________________________

 . 7. . Why .does .Alice .Waters .believe .that .students .should .know .how .to .cook .and .garden?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 8. . Do .you .have .a .school .garden .at .your .school? .If .so, .what .do .you .grow .there? .If .not, .what . .
 .  . could .you .do .to .help .start .one?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

a process in which leftover scraps of fruits and  
vegetables are used as fertilizer

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: lettuce, kale, carrots, 
beets.

hand in hand

Possible answer: She wants to teach students that a 
healthy body and a healthy environment go together.

Answers will vary.

Answer Key
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 . 1. .  .What .kind .of .animal .is .Sadie? .How .can .you .tell?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .problem .does .Paloma .have .at .the .beginning .of .the .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Find .an .example .of .a .sentence .or .phrase .Paloma .uses .to .create .tension .in .her .story . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .The .next .time .she .has .to .write .a .story .for .school, .do .you .think .Paloma .will .put .it .off .again? .
Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. . Where .does .Paloma .get .her .story .idea?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Mark .each .sentence .below .F .if .it .is .in .first-person .point .of .view .and .T .if .it .is .in .third-person .point .of .
view . .

	 6. . _____ . .I .was .relying .on .Sadie’s .calmness .to .get .me .through .the .hurricane .

	 7. . _____ . .Paloma .reread .Mr . .Molina’s .assignment .

	 8. . _____ . .I .looked .up .at .the .staircase .and .shuddered .

Find .the .simile .in .paragraph .4 .and .write .it .on .the .line .below .

	 9. .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. . If .you .were .given .the .same .assignment .as .Paloma, .what .would .you .write .about?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Sadie is a cat. She curls up on Paloma’s lap and meows.

She is having a hard time thinking of a short story to 
write, and she is running out of time.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

from a trip her family took to the Outer Banks

F 
T 
F

The heavy rain beat against my lighthouse like a 
thousand footsteps racing up and down the walls.

Answers will vary.

23
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .How .do .we .know .that .lighthouses .have .existed .for .at .least .3,000 .years?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. . How .far .can .the .Fresnel .lens .project .light?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Why .aren’t .lighthouse .keepers .necessary .for .today’s .lighthouses?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .are .two .ways .in .which .lighthouses .may .be .different .from .one .another?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .historians .think .it .is .important .to .preserve .lighthouses?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .did .early .versions .of .lighthouses .look .like?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .share .the .history .of .lighthouses

 .  . _____ . .to .persuade .the .reader .to .visit .a .lighthouse

 .  . _____ . .to .explain .how .lighthouses .were .built

	 8. .  .In .paragraph .3, .what .does .the .word .automated . .mean? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. . What .is .the .main .idea .of .this .selection? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

In Homer’s Iliad, which was written about 1200 B.C., he 
refers to lighthouses.

28 miles

Almost all the lighthouses are automated.

Answers will vary. Possible answers: Lighthouses can 
have different patterns and lengths of flashes.

Answers will vary.

They were made of iron baskets that were suspended 
from long poles.

works by itself

Possible answer: Lighthouses are an interesting and 
important part of coastal American History.

21
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .How .are .barn .owls .different .from .common .owls?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Why .is .the .owl’s .sense .of .hearing .important .to .its .survival?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .How .do .archaeologists .know .that .ancient .Egyptians .respected .owls?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .is .unusual .about .the .owl’s .neck .and .eyes?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .In .what .part .of .the .world .does .the .smallest .owl .live?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .is .one .reason .that .owls .have .been .feared .in .some .cultures?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .A .summary .is .a .short .sentence .that .tells .the .most .important .facts .about .a .topic . .Check .
the .sentence .below .that .is .the .best .summary .for .paragraph .3 . .

 .  . _____ .Owls .hunt .at .night . .

 .  . _____ . .Owls .have .a .sharp .sense .of .hearing, .which .helps .them .to .be .strong .night .hunters . .

 .  . _____ . .Some .owls’ .ear .openings .are .positioned .asymmetrically .

	 8. .  .What .was .the .author’s .purpose .in .writing .this .selection?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .In .paragraph .4, .enhances .means .
 .
_____ .makes .weaker

 .  . _____ .makes .better .or .stronger

 .  . _____ .changes . . . . .

NAME	

Barn owls have a light colored heart-shaped face. Common 
owls have different patterns and colors and a round face.

because they hunt at night

They found mummified owls in Egyptian tombs.

The owl’s eyes do not move, but its neck can turn 
about 270 degrees.

Mexico and the southwestern United States

They are nocturnal creatures.

to inform the reader about the varieties, habits, and 
characteristics of owls.

19
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .story .that .have .the .meanings .below .

 . 1. . causing .fear

 .  . ____________________________

	 2. . held .tightly .together

 .  . ____________________________

	 3. . needing .immediate .attention

 .  . ____________________________	

 . 6.	  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ .Savannah .switched .off .her .flashlight . .

 .  . _____ . .Savannah .and .her .mom .saw .the .owl’s .eyes .gleaming .in .the .moonlight . .

 .  . _____ . .Savannah’s .dad .poured .himself .a .glass .of .orange .juice . .

 .  . _____ . .Savannah .ran .into .her .parents’ .bedroom . .

 .  . _____ . .Savannah’s .mom .looked .for .her .slippers . .

	 7. .  .Find .one .sentence .that .shows .Savannah .was .frightened .by .the .screaming .she .heard .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .If .Savannah .hears .a .barn .owl .again .someday, .do .you .think .she .will .be .frightened? . .
Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .What .problem .did .Savannah .have .in .the .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .Why .weren’t .Savannah .and .her .mom .surprised .when .the .owl’s .cries .didn’t .wake .up . .
Savannah’s .dad?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .How .were .Savannah .and .her .mom .able .to .identify .the .owl’s .call?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 4. . well .known .for .something .unpleasant . .
 .  . or .unfavorable .
 .
 .  . ____________________________

	 5. . stretching .the .neck .to .see .better

 .  . ____________________________

NAME	

bloodcurdling

clenched

urgently

notorious

craning

1
4
5
2
3

Possible answer: Savannah lay stiffly and silently in her 
bed waiting to see what would happen.

Answers will vary.

She didn’t know what was making the screaming noises.

He is notorious for sleeping through anything and had to 
set multiple alarms just to wake up in the morning.

They listened to sound bytes from a web site that  
Ms. Petrovic had recommended.
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31
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 1. . _____ . .Keeping .a .photo .diary .is .a .difficult .assignment .

	 2. . _____ .Dante’s .brother’s .name .is .Wesley . .

	 3. . _____ . .Dante’s .classmates .will .find .it .easy .to .create .a .narrative .from .his .photos . .

	 4. . _____ .Mrs . .Carter .spilled .some .orange .juice .

	 5. . _____ .Mr . .Carter .has .a .good .sense .of .humor .

	 6. .  .The .protagonist .is .the .main .character .in .a .story, .or .the .person .the .story .is .mostly .about . .
Who .is .the .protagonist .in .this .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Why .doesn’t .Dante .want .to .leave .out .any .details .of .his .day?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Why .does .Wesley .joke .that .photos .of .him .will .be .valuable .one .day?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .During .what .time .of .day .does .the .story .take .place? .How .can .you .tell?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .What .is .the .setting .for .this .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .If .you .were .to .make .a .photo .diary .of .an .average .day .in .your .life, .describe .four .photos .
you .would .want .to .be .sure .to .include .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

O
F
O
F
O

Dante

He wants it to be a realistic narrative.

because he wants to be a famous basketball player

Morning: The Carters are having breakfast and Mrs. 
Carter says that it is 7 o’clock in the morning.

the kitchen in Dante’s house

Answers will vary.

33
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .passage .that .have .the .meanings .below .

	 1. .  .make .a .copy .of

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par . .1

		 2. .  .a .piece .of .equipment .used .for .a .specific .purpose

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par . .2

	 3. . allowed .to .be .reached .by .light

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par . .3

	 4. . to .make .up .for .something

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par . .7

 . 5. .  .How .is .a .camera’s .aperture .similar .to .the .iris .in .a .human .eye?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .is .one .example .of .a .time .you .might .want .to .use .a .slow .shutter .speed?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .What .does .the .Latin .term .camera obscura .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .How .are .digital .cameras .different .from .traditional .cameras?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .What .are .the .two .main .devices .that .control .light .in .a .camera?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .Why .do .you .think .it .is .easier .to .use .an .automatic .camera .than .a .manual .camera?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .persuade

 .  . _____ .to .entertain

 .  . _____ .to .inform

NAME	

reproduce

device

exposed

compensate

They are both circular openings that can be adjusted 
to let in more or less light.

Possible answer: taking a picture in low light

dark chamber

Digital cameras use a light-sensitive electrical device.

the shutter and the aperture

Answers will vary.

29
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. . Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Ida .Lewis .

 .  . _____ .hardworking . .  .  . _____ .strong-willed

 .  . _____ .determined .  .  . _____ .unpredictable .

 .  . _____ .nosy

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 2. . _____ . .It .was .more .common .for .women .than .for .men .to .be .lighthouse .keepers . .

	 3. . _____ . .After .his .stroke, .Captain .Lewis .was .able .to .resume .his .job .as .lighthouse .keeper . .

	 4. . _____ . .Ida .kept .the .light .at .Lime .Rock .for .39 .years .

	 5. . _____ . .President .Ulysses .S . .Grant .visited .Ida .in .Rhode .Island . .

	 6. . _____ . .Today, .Lime .Rock .Lighthouse .is .called .Ida .Lewis .Lighthouse . .

	 7. .  .Why .did .all .the .attention .make .Ida .uncomfortable?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .we .don’t .know .for .sure .how .many .people .Ida .rescued?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .How .old .was .Ida .when .she .began .tending .the .lighthouse? .______________________________

	 10. .  .What .were .two .jobs .of .lighthouse .keepers .before .lighthouses .became .automated?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .Do .you .think .you .would .have .enjoyed .being .a .lighthouse .keeper? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

F 
F 
T 
T 
T

Ida was used to solitude and quiet of a lighthouse 
keeper’s life.

Answers will vary.
15

cleaning and polishing the lamps and lenses, keeping 
the lamps filled with fuel

Answers will vary.

27
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .People .were .worried .that .the .lighthouse .would .collapse .

 .  . _____ .The .relocation .was .a .success . .

 .  . _____ . .The .Cape .Hatteras .Lighthouse .was .completed .in .1870 . .

 .  . _____ . .The .lighthouse .was .removed .from .its .existing .foundation . .

 .  . _____ . .Onlookers .watched .the .slow .progress .of .the .lighthouse’s .move .

	 2. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .biography .  .  . _____ .fiction

 .  . _____ .historical .nonfiction

	 3. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .passage .

 .  . _____ . .The .Cape .Hatteras .Lighthouse .in .Buxton, .North .Carolina, .is .the .tallest .lighthouse . .
in .the .United .States . .

 .  . _____ . .The .process .used .to .move .the .Cape .Hatteras .Lighthouse .was .very .slow .

 .  . _____ . .In .1999, .the .Cape .Hatteras .Lighthouse .was .moved .further .inland .to .prevent . .
its .destruction .due .to .erosion .

	 4. . What .are .the .Diamond .Shoals?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .is .one .reason .that .some .people .protested .moving .the .lighthouse?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .is .the .Graveyard .of .the .Atlantic?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Do .you .agree .with .the .decision .to .move .to .the .lighthouse? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

2
5
1
3
4

a dangerous, shallow area about 14 miles off the 
coast of Cape Hatteras

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They thought it 
was too expensive to move it.

an area around the Outer Banks, where thousands 
of ships have sunk

Answers will vary.
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41
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .What .kinds .of .exotic .animals .did .Ari .and .his .mom .see .when .they .were .online?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Why .did .Ari .decide .to .write .a .letter .to .the .television .show .he .watched?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Why .did .Mrs . .Stein .say .that .Ari .was .mature .and .responsible?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Do .you .think .that .Ari .will .be .a .good .pet .owner? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Mark .each .sentence .below .F .if .it .is .in .first-person .point .of .view .and .T .if .it .is .in .third-person . .
point .of .view . .

	 5. . _____ . .I .can’t .believe .we’re .going .to .get .a .dog .or .cat!

	 6. . _____ .Mrs . .Stein .put .down .her .knitting .

	 7. . _____ .Ari .turned .on .the .computer .

	 8. . _____ . .I .think .that .writing .a .letter .is .an .excellent .idea .

	 9. . Tell .about .a .time .when .you .read .something .or .watched .something .that .presented .only . . .
 .  . one .point .of .view . .How .did .you .feel .about .it? .Did .you .want .to .learn .more .about .the .other . .
 .  . point .of .view?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary.

Ari thought the show was irresponsible for not 
explaining both sides of the story.

because he made a mature decision about owning an 
exotic pet

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Yes, he cares 
about the well being of animals.

F
T
T 
F

Answers will vary.

39
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .selection .

 .  . _____ . .Margaret .Bourke-White .photographed .Cleveland’s .steel .mills .in .the .1920s . .

 .  . _____ . .Margaret .Bourke-White .was .a .talented .photojournalist .who .traveled .the . .
world .and .broke .new .ground .for .women . .

 .  . _____ . .Margaret .Bourke-White .was .one .of .LIFE .magazine’s .first .four .photogrphers .	

	 2. .  .Is .this .selection .a .fantasy, .or .does .it .take .place .in .reality? .How .can .you .tell?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Why .was .Bourke-White’s .job .unusual .for .a .woman?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .did .Bourke-White .plan .to .be .before .she .discovered .photography?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .was .unusual .about .Bourke-White’s .industrial .pictures?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Bourke-White .photographed .the .liberation .of .the .concentration .camps .

 .  . _____ . .Bourke-White .began .working .for .LIFE .magazine .

 .  . _____ . .Henry .Luce .hired .Bourke-White .to .work .at .Fortune .

 .  . _____ . .Bourke-White .graduated .from .college . .

	 7. .  .What .do .you .find .most .interesting .about .Margaret .Bourke-White’s .life?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

reality; Answers will vary.

At that time it was still customary for women to 
work mostly in the home.

a herpetologist

They made photos of machinery and factories 
artistic and beautiful.

4
3
2
1

Answers will vary.

37
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .historical .fiction

 .  . _____ .biography

 .  . _____ .persuasive .

	 2. .  .Check .the .sentence .below .that .is .the .best .summary .for .paragraph .7 . .

 .  . _____ . .Adams .was .an .environmentalist .who .was .able .to .help .the .cause .he . .
believed .in .through .his .photographs .of .natural .places . .

 .  . _____ . .Adams .visited .Sequoia, .Mount .Rainier, .and .Glacier .National .Parks . .

 .  . _____ . .The .Sierra .Club .is .a .conservation .group .

	 3. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Ansel .Adams . .

 .  . _____ .talented .

 .  . _____ .anxious

 .  . _____ .enthusiastic

 .  . _____ .creative .

 .  . _____ .suspicious

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 4. . _____ .Adams .was .born .on .the .East .Coast . .

	 5. . _____ . .Adams .received .his .first .camera .from .a .teacher . .

	 6. . _____ .Adams .was .also .a .talented .musician . .

	 7. . _____ . .The .majority .of .Adams’s .photographs .are .black .and .white . .

	 8. . _____ . .Adams .is .still .alive .and .lives .California .today .

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .1 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 9. . to .sound .familiar .______________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .In .paragraph .7, .it .says .that .Adams .was .an .“avid .environmentalist .” .What .does .this .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . .

NAME	

F 
F 
T 
T 
F

ring a bell 

Possible answers: Someone who very strongly 
believes in and works for environmental causes

35
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Why .does .Dante .want .to .record .his .interview .with .Mr . .Salinas?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .job .did .Mr . .Salinas .have .before .he .became .a .photographer?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Name .two .people .who .have .influenced .Mr . .Salinas’s .work .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. . What .does .Mr . .Salinas .like .about .his .job?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below .

	 5. .  .Mr . .Salinas .was ._______________ .with .the .work .of .Alfred .Stieglitz .and .Walker .Evans .

 .  . uninterested . . . .impressed . . . .disappointed

	 6. .  .Dante’s .questions .for .Mr . .Salinas .were ._______________ .

 .  . irritating . . . .encouraging . . . .thoughtful

	 7. .  .Mr . .Salinas ._______________ .that .his .work .can .be .frustrating .at .times .

 .  . mentioned . . . .aspired . . . .demanded

	 8. .  .After .his .interview .with .Mr . .Salinas, .do .you .think .that .Dante .will .still .want .to .become . .
a .photographer? .Explain .your .answer .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. . List .three .adjectives .you .could .use .to .describe .Dante .in .this .story .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

He does not want to be distracted by having to take 
notes.

high school English teacher

Possible answers: Elizabeth Chu, Walker Evans,  
Alfred Stieglitz

Possible answers: It does not feel like a job.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Yes, at the end 
of the interview Dante tells Mr. Salinas what an 
inspiration he has been.

Possible answers: Curious, interested, polite
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45
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 1. . _____ . .The .Everglades .National .Park .covers .about .1 .5 .million .acres . .

	 2. . _____ . .Melaleuca .trees .consume .a .great .deal .of .water .

	 3. . _____ . .Everyone .should .visit .the .Everglades .at .least .once . .

	 4. . _____ . .The .Everglades .are .most .beautiful .in .the .summer . .

	 5. . _____ . .The .Everglades .are .the .only .place .in .the .world .where .crocodiles .and . .
alligators .coexist .

	 6. .  .What .is .the .author .trying .to .persuade .the .reader .of .in .this .passage?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Think .about .what .you .know .about .rain .forests . .Name .two .ways .in .which .rain . .
forests .and .the .Everglades .are .similar .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .About .how .many .species .of .birds .are .there .in .Everglades .National .Park?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Why .were .melaleuca .trees .planted .in .the .Everglades?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .

	 10. .  .Many .people .believe .it .is .important .to ._______________ .our .nation’s .wild .places .

 .  . destroy . . . .investigate . . . .preserve

	 11. .  .It .can .be .difficult .to ._______________ .the .balance .of .an .ecosystem .

 .  . explain . . . .maintain . . . .cancel

	 12. .  .What .would .you .find .most .interesting .about .a .trip .to .the .everglades?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

F 
F 
O 
O 
F

that the Everglades are worth protecting

Answers will vary.

350

to consume water

Answers will vary.

43
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .entertain . .  .  . _____ . .to .instruct

 .  . _____ . .to .inform

	 2. .  .An .analogy .is .a .comparison .between .two .things .that .may .seem .to .be .unalike .but .that .
have .at .least .one .similarity . .An .analogy .is .used .to .compare .two .things .in .paragraph .7 . .
What .are .they?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Name .two .animals .that .are .nonnative .species .in .southern .Florida .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .is .it .hard .to .care .for .a .full-grown .Burmese .python?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .are .exotic .pets .more .likely .to .survive .in .the .wild .in .a .state .like .Florida .than .they .are .in .
a .state .like .Ohio .or .Montana?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Do .you .think .that .abandoned .exotic .animals .will .continue .to .be .a .problem .in . .
Florida? .Explain .your .answer .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .How .would .you .define .the .term .invasive species?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .In .paragraph .2, .exotic .means

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Would .you .ever .purchase .an .exotic .pet? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

dominoes and the environment

Answers will vary. Possible answer: anteater and 
African water monitor lizard.

because it is so large

because Florida’s climate is warmer, wetter and more 
tropical

Answers will vary.

Possible answer: nonnative species that have a negative 
effect on the local environment

unusual; from another part of the world

Answers will vary.

49
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Hyperbole .is .an .exaggerated .statement .that .is .used .to .make .a .point . .For .example, .the .
sentence .I am so hungry, I could eat a horse .means .that .the .speaker .is .extremely .hungry, .
not .that .she .could .actually .eat .a .horse . .Find .the .hyperbole .in .paragraph .3, .and .write .it .on .
the .line .below . .Then, .explain .what .you .think .it .means . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Why .do .you .think .Mr . .Vasquez .says .they .should .look .for .a .trail .that .isn’t .too .wooded .and .
that .has .open .areas .and .some .water?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  . .Find .one .sentence .that .shows .that .Mr . .Vasquez .is .knowledgeable .about .birding .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Name .two .birds .that .Jaya .and .the .Vasquezes .saw .on .their .walk .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .is .a .bird’s .shape .often .a .better .clue .to .identifying .it .than .its .color?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Do .you .think .that .Olivia .and .Jaya .will .want .to .go .birding .again? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Check .the .sentence .in .which .check .has .the .same .meaning .as .it .does .in .paragraph .10 .

 .  . _____ . .David .wrote .a .check .to .pay .for .the .groceries . .

 .  . _____ . .Did .you .check .the .oil .level .in .the .car .this .morning?

	 8. .  .Check .the .sentence .in .which .bill .has .the .same .meaning .as .it .does .in .paragraph .13 .

 .  . _____ . .The .woodpecker’s .bill .is .long .and .thin .

 .  . _____ .Please .ask .the .waiter .for .our .bill . .

NAME	

We don’t want to be eaten alive out there. Answers 
will vary.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Mr. Vasquez says 
this will probably give them the best chance of making a 
number of sightings.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Also, male and 
female birds frequently have differnt coloring, which 
can change by season.

Answers will vary.

because a bird’s coloring can appear different  
depending on the light

Answers will vary.

47
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .biography .  .  . _____ .historical .fiction

 .  . _____ .myth

	 2. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .selection .

 .  . _____ . .Audubon .was .born .in .Haiti .but .moved .to .the .United .States .as .a .teenager .

 .  . _____ . .The .National .Audubon .Society .was .founded .to .honor .John .James .Audubon .

 .  . _____ . .Audubon .was .a .painter .and .ornithologist .who .created .one .of .the .most .compre-
hensive .catalogs .of .birds .in .America . .

	 3. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .John .James .Audubon .

 .  . _____ .intelligent .  .  . _____ .artistic

 .  . _____ .cheerful . .  .  . _____ .adventurous

 .  . _____ .unfriendly

	 4. .  .Explain .how .Audubon’s .bird-banding .experiment .worked .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .today’s .conservation .groups .would .not .approve .of . .
Audubon’s .methods?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. . On .the .lines .below, .write .a .summary .of .paragraph .6 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . In .paragraph .4, .excursions .means

 .  . _____ .hunting .trips

 .  . _____ .presentations

 .  . _____ .trips .or .journeys

NAME	

By tying yarn to the birds’ legs, he was able to see that 
they came back to the same nesting place each year.

because he killed so many birds

Answers will vary.

47 49

43 45
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55
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1.	 	Check	the	line	beside	the	word	or	words	that	best	describe	what	type	of	selection	this	is.

	 	 _____	fiction	 	 	 _____	autobiography	 	 	 _____	biography	

	 2.	 	How	can	you	tell	that	Ms.	DeJohn’s	class	is	excited	about	their	trip	to	the		
Smithsonian?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 	Why	can’t	the	class	visit	all	of	the	Smithsonian’s	museums	during	their	trip	to		
Washington,	D.C.?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 	What	does	Chris	want	to	see	at	the	National	Museum	of	American	History?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 	What	problem	does	Ms.	DeJohn’s	class	have	at	the	beginning	of	the	story?		
How	do	they	resolve	it?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	 Who	are	Anita	and	Arabella	and	why	were	they	sent	into	space?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	 	Why	would	it	be	special	to	see	the	giant	pandas	at	the	National	Zoo?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 	In	paragraph	2,	what	does	the	word	array	mean?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 	Which	of	the	Smithsonian	museums	mentioned	in	the	story	would	you	most	like	to	see?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They have 
researched various museums in order to share with the 
class what each one has to offer.

There are too many different museums.

the computer artifacts

deciding which museums to visit; they decide which four 
sound best

They are space spiders; to see if they could spin webs 
in space.

They are only there temporarily on loan from China.

variety

Answers will vary.

57
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .passage .that .have .the .meanings .below .

 . 6.	 Approximately .how .many .items .are .there .in .the .Smithsonian’s .collection?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Do .you .think .that .the .Smithsonian .Institution .will .continue .to .accumulate .more .artifacts? .
Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .How .is .the .Smithsonian’s .National .Zoological .Park .different .from .its .other .museums?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .What .body .of .government .decided .how .Smithson’s .money .would .be .used?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .Name .two .items .you .could .find .displayed .in .the .National .Museum .of .American .History .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .Does .this .selection .take .place .in .reality, .or .is .it .a .fantasy? .How .can .you .tell?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 12. .  .Check .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .how-to

 .  . _____ .informative

 .  . _____ .biography

	 1. . objects .that .are .worth .remembering

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par .1

	 2. . enormous; .wide-reaching

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par .1

	 3. . financially .supported

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par .1

	 4. . the .act .of .scattering .or .spreading .out

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par . .2

	 5. . moved .to .action

 .  . ____________________________ .
 .  .  . Par . .6

NAME	

memorbilia

vast

funded

diffusion

inspired

143 million

Answers will vary.

Possible answer: the exhibits are living animals

Congress

Answers will vary. Possible answer: a basketball 
jersey and a boxing robe.

reality; Answers will vary. There is important 
information about different museums.

53
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Why .are .sandhill .cranes .classified .as .omnivorous?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .The .selection .says .that .Rowe .Sanctuary .provides .blinds .for .visitors . .What .do .you .think .this .
means?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Where .do .sandhill .cranes .live .during .the .winter?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. . What .attracts .the .cranes .to .Platte .River?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .passage .

 .  . _____ . .Every .spring, .thousands .of .sandhill .cranes .stop .at .Nebraska’s .Platte .River .during .their .
northern .migration . .

 .  . _____ . .The .most .distinctive .features .of .sandhill .cranes .are .their .long .necks .and .legs . .

 .  . _____ . .Rowe .Sanctuary .in .Gibbon, .Nebraska, .is .one .of .the .best .places .for .viewing .sandhill .
cranes .

Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 6. . _____ . .The .summer .homes .of .sandhill .cranes .are .in .places .like .Canada .and .Alaska .

 . 7. . _____ . .There .is .nothing .as .beautiful .as .a .sandhill .crane .taking .flight . .

 . 8. . _____ . .Sandhill .cranes .like .the .environment .of .marshes .and .bogs . .

 . 9. . _____ . .The .best .place .to .view .sandhill .cranes .is .Rowe .Sanctuary .

 . 10. . _____ . .Large .numbers .of .people .come .to .watch .the .cranes .migrate .every .spring .

	 11. . Which .word .in .paragraph .1 .means .“occuring .once .a .year”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

because they eat both plants and animals

Answers will vary.

Texas, New Mexico, and Northern Mexico

Possible answer: It’s a wide, shallow body of water in a 
dry area.

F
O
F 
O 
F

annual

51
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .entertain .  .  . _____ .to .instruct .  .  . _____ .to .persuade

	 2. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Jaya .says .they’ll .have .to .learn .the .rest .from .experience . .

 .  . _____ . .Olivia .began .to .gather .up .the .books .on .the .table . .

 .  . _____ .Jaya’s .gym .class .took .their .heart .rates .

 .  . _____ . .Olivia .tells .Jaya .that .there .are .more .than .300 .species .of .hummingbird . .

 .  . _____ . .Olivia .said .she .would .start .a .list .of .plants .that .hummingbirds .like . .

	 3. . How .did .hummingbirds .get .their .name?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .were .Jaya .and .Olivia .researching .hummingbirds?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. . Why .are .hummingbird .feeders .usually .red?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .If .you .added .one-quarter .cup .of .sugar .to .a .hummingbird .feeder, .how .much . .
water .would .you .need .to .add?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . How .often .do .hummingbirds .need .to .eat?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. . From .whose .point .of .view .is .this .story .told?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. . What .kinds .of .birds .would .you .most .like .to .attract .and .observe? .Why?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

5
4
1
2
3

The beating of their wings makes a humming noise.

They wanted to have plants in their garden that would 
attract hummingbirds.

because they are attracted to red flowers

one cup

every ten minutes

the narrator’s point of view

Answers will vary.
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65
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below .

	 1. .  .Jack .Thompson .became ._______________ .to .living .in .the .path .of .an .active .volcano .

 .  . related . . . .accustomed . . . .furious

	 2. .  .Thompson .enjoyed .living .in .a .beautiful .and ._______________ .area .

 .  . terrifying . . . .common . . . .remote

	 3. .  .Thompson .used .several ._______________ .energy .sources .

 .  . alternative . . . .expensive . . . .unrealistic .

 . 4. .  .How .was .Royal .Gardens .different .than .other .subdivisions?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .does .it .mean .to .live .“in .close .quarters” .with .the .volcano?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .Thompson .refused .to .move .when .everyone .else .sought .shelter .in .
safer .places?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Check .the .sentence .below .that .is .the .best .summary .for .paragraph .3 . .

 .  . _____ . .The .lava .that .flowed .near .Thompson’s .home .averaged .about .2,000 . .
degrees . .

 .  . _____ . .Thompson .respected .the .power .of .the .volcano .but .had .become .used .to .living .so .
close .to .it . .

 .  . _____ . .The .lava .consumed .many .homes .in .Thompson’s .neighborhood . .

	 8. .  .How .would .you .feel .about .living .in .a .dangerous .place, .the .way .Jack .Thompson .did? .
Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary. Possible answer: There was only 
one resident.
It means living close to, or side-by-side, with the  
volcano.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

61
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Check .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .historical .fiction .  . _____ .historical .nonfiction .  . _____ .legend .

	 2. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Charles .Lindbergh .

 .  . _____ .adventurous

 .  . _____ .quiet .

 .  . _____ .determined

 .  . _____ .kind

 .  . _____ .daring .

	 3. .  .What .did .Lindbergh .have .to .do .in .order .to .win .the .Orteig .prize?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .was .Lindbergh’s .plane .named .The Spirit of St. Louis?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .do .you .think .Lindbergh .was .one .of .America’s .first .celebrities?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. . Where .is .The Spirit of St. Louis .kept .today?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .passage .

 .  . _____ . .The .dance .called .the .Lindy .Hop .was .named .for .Charles .Lindbergh . .

 .  . _____ . .Lindbergh .graduated .first .in .his .military .pilot .class . .

 .  . _____ . .Lindbergh, .one .of .America’s .first .celebrities, .flew .nonstop .from .New .York .City . .
to .Paris .

	 8. .  .In .paragraph .5, .what .does .customized .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Why .do .you .think .Orteig .wanted .someone .to .fly .from .New .York .to .France?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

fly nonstop from New York City to Paris

because the city of St. Louis financially supported his 
flight

Answers will vary.

the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum in 
Washington, DC

built to meet specific needs or according to specific 
guidelines

Answers will vary.

59
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .On .the .lines .below, .write .a .summary .for .paragraph .5 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .happens .when .the .Hope .diamond .is .exposed .to .ultraviolet .light?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .According .to .legend, .what .happens .to .owners .of .the .Hope .diamond?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .How .did .Harry .Winston .send .the .Hope .diamond .to .the .Smithsonian .Institution?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Who .owned .the .Hope .diamond .before .Harry .Winston?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Mrs . .McLean .had .the .Hope .diamond .reset . .

 .  . _____ . .Lord .Francis .Hope .sold .the .Hope .diamond . .

 .  . _____ . .Harry .Winston .donated .the .Hope .diamond .to .the .Smithsonian .Institution .

 .  . _____ . .Jean-Baptiste .Tavernier .traveled .to .India . .

 .  . _____ . .The .French .Blue .diamond .was .stolen .in .a .robbery .of .the .French .crown . .
jewels . .

	 7. .  .What .is .a .carat?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Where .did .the .Hope .Diamond .get .its .name?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary.

It will glow red for a few seconds.

They will have great misfortune.

through the U.S. postal service

Evalyn Walsh McLean

4
3
5
1
2

a unit of weight for measuring the size of a precious 
stone

from its owner at one point in time, Henry Philip Hope

63
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .story .that .have .the .meanings .below .

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .6 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 6. . trying .not .to .cry .______________________________________________________________________

 . 7. .  .Why .do .Mr . .and .Mrs . .Mahaulu .think .that .the .family .needs .to .move?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Mr . .Mahaulu .says .that .volcanoes .are .a .fact .of .life .in .Hawaii . .What .does .he .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Find .a .sentence .in .the .story .showing .that .one .or .both .of .the .girls .are .not . .
enthusiastic .about .moving .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10.	 	What .arguments .do .Leilani .and .Kala .use .to .try .to .persuade .their .parents .not .to .move?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .instruct .

 .  . _____ .to .persuade

 .  . _____ .to .entertain

 . 1. . gloomily; .in .a .depressed .way

 .  . ____________________________

 . 2. . certain .to .happen

 .  . ____________________________

	 3. . without .wasting .time .or .energy

 .  . ____________________________

	 4. . producing .the .desired .effect

 .  . ____________________________

	 5. . extra

 .  . ____________________________

NAME	

dejectedly

imminent

efficient

effective

spare

fighting back tears

The danger of living next to an active volcano is too 
great.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They are a normal 
occurence in Hawaii.

Possible answer: “There are so many things I’ll miss 
here,” said Kala quietly

The volcano has not erupted yet; the government has 
warning systems in place.
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71
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Mark .each .sentence .below .F .if .it .is .in .first-person .point .of .view .and .T	if .it .is .in .third-person . .
point .of .view . .

	 1. . _____ .I .love .making .s’mores!

	 2. . _____ . .Charley .rinsed .the .dishes .in .a .tub .of .clean .water . .

	 3. . _____ . .I .went .to .San .Antonio .to .visit .a .friend .from .college . .

	 4. . _____ . .Mr . .Rosen .said .that .vampire .bats .don’t .live .in .North .America . .

Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 5. . _____ .Mattie .gathered .wood .for .the .fire . .

	 6. . _____ . .Everything .is .more .enjoyable .when .you .are .camping . .

	 7. . _____ . .Mexican .free-tailed .bats .come .to .Bracken .Cave .to .give .birth .and .raise .their .young . .

	 8. . _____ .The .sky .is .most .beautiful .at .dusk . .

	 9. .  .How .do .you .think .Mattie .and .Charley .will .feel .the .next .time .they .see .a .bat? .Why?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. . What .ingredients .are .used .to .make .s’mores?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .Find .one .sentence .that .shows .that .Mattie .enjoys .camping . .Write .it .on .the .lines .below . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 12. . Where .is .Bracken .Cave .located?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .10 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 13. . watched .or .observed . . ________________________________________________________________

NAME	

F 
T 
F 
T

F 
O 
F 
O

Answers will vary.

graham crackers, chocolate, and marshmallows

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Mattie loved 
the smell of wood smoke and taste of gooey 
marshmallows melting the chocolate between crisp 
graham crackers.

Texas

Kept an eye on

73
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. . Explain .how .echolocation .works . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .is .the .author .trying .to .persuade .the .reader .of .in .this .selection?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .How .can .you .encourage .bats .to .live .near .your .home?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .do .you .think .some .people .are .afraid .of .bats?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Write .two .ways .in .which .species .of .bats .may .differ .from .one .another .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write	T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 6. . _____ . .Some .bats .pollinate .plants .and .flowers . .

	 7. . _____ .More .than .3,000 .species .of .bats .exist .

	 8. . _____ .Bats .are .nocturnal .creatures . .

	 9. . _____ . .The .smallest .bat .in .the .world .weighs .less .than .a .penny . .

	 10. . _____ .Bats .feed .only .on .insects . .

	 11. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .instruct . .  . _____ .to .inform .  . _____ .to .entertain

	 12. .  .In .paragrah .6, .the .author .mentions .bats’ .“incredible .diversity .” .What .does .this .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 13. .  .After .reading .the .article, .has .your .opinion .of .bats .changed? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Possible answer: Bats make a noise and then listen for 
its echo, forming a mental picture of their surroundings 
based on the way the echo sounds.

that bats are good creatures to have around

by building a bat house

Answers will vary.

Possible answers: size, coloring, eating habits

T 
F 
T 
T 
F

Possible answers: There are many different bats with 
different types of characteristics.

Answers will vary.

69
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .that .best .describes .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .biography

 .  . _____ .informational

 .  . _____ .fiction .

	 2. .  .What .does .the .word .tsunami .mean .in .Japanese?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. . What .are .two .possible .causes .of .tsunamis?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .is .one .way .in .which .tsunamis .are .different .than .other .waves?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .is .one .positive .effect .of .the .1946 .tsunamis?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 6. .  .Name .three .countries .that .were .affected .by .the .tsunami .of .2004 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 7. .  .Why .didn’t .the .Pacific .Tsunami .Warning .System .alert .people .of .the .2004 .tsunami?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below . .

	 8. .  .Tsunamis .can .cause .great .______________ .

 .  . accuracy . . . .destruction . . . .earthquakes

	 9. .  .Scientists .are .looking .for .ways .to .be .able .to .better ._______________ .the .arrival .of .tsunamis .

 .  . explain . . . .control . . . .predict

	 10. .  . .Tsunamis .are .not ._______________ .caused .by .meteorites . .

 .  . frequently . . . .oddly . . . .powerfully

NAME	

harbor wave

earthquake or underwater volcanic eruption

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They are larger 
and last longer.

creation of the Pacific Tsunami Warning System

Thailand, India, Indonesia

There was no warning system for the Indian Ocean.

67
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .What .is .one .difference .between .the .way .that .scientists .view .volcanoes .and .most .other .
people .view .them?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .For .what .reason .is .the .San .Andreas .Fault .well .known?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .The .author .compares .the .rate .at .which .Earth’s .plates .move .with .something .that .is .more .
familiar . .What .is .the .other .element .in .the .comparison?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Name .two .continents .that .border .the .Ring .of .Fire .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .percentage .of .the .world’s .volcanoes .are .located .in .the .Ring .of .Fire?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. . Why .does .magma .rise .to .the .surface?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .passage?

 .  . _____ .for .pleasure .or .entertainment

 .  . _____ .for .information

 .  . _____ .to .learn .how .to .solve .a .problem

	 8. . In .paragraph .4, .which .word .means .“the .rubbing .together .of .two .objects .or .surfaces”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Possible answer: People see volcanoes as erupting 
mountains, but scientists see them as temporary 
structures.

Possible answer: because earthquakes are common 
there

the growth of human fingernails

Possible answers: Asia, North America, South America

75 percent

because it is lighter, or less dense, than the rocky  
material that surrounds it

friction

71 73
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79
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .passage .that .have .the .meanings .below .

	 1. . sensible; .having .good .judgment

 .  . ____________________________

	 2. . changed .the .order .of

 .  . ____________________________

	 3. . meant .to .be

 .  . ____________________________

	 4. .  .not .speaking .too .highly .about .one’s .abilities .or .accomplishments

 .  . ____________________________

 . 5. .  .Check .the .word .that .best .describes .what .type .of .passage .this .is .

 .  . _____ .autobiography

 .  . _____ .biography

 .  . _____ .fantasy

	 6. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Yao .Ming .

 .  . _____ .sensible . .  . _____ .rude

 .  . _____ .creative . .  . _____ .hardworking .

 .  . _____ .athletic

	 7. .  .Why .weren’t .Yao’s .parents .surprised .when .he .grew .to .be .7 .feet .6 .inches .tall?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .What .persuaded .Yao’s .parents .to .allow .him .to .attend .the .junior .sports .school?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Why .do .you .think .Yao .Ming .gained .fame .and .popularity .so .quickly?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

levelheaded

reversed

destined

humble

His parents are both much taller than average.

They thought it would give him a better chance of 
attending a good college.

Answers will vary.

81
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .T	before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write	F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 1. . _____ . .The .first .military .wheelchair .basketball .team .was .called .the .Kansas .City .Wheelchair .
Bulldozers . .

	 2. . _____ . .Today, .there .are .more .than .160 .NWBA .teams .

	 3. . _____ . .The .first .NWBA .tournament .was .not .held .until .the .1990s .

	 4. .  .How .does .the .physical .advantage .foul .rule .help .keep .the .game .fair?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .was .wheelchair .basketball .first .invented?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .was .the .name .of .the .original .California .wheelchair .basketball .team?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Why .are .points .awarded .to .each .player .depending .on .the .severity .of .his .or .her .disability?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ . .to .persuade .the .reader .to .attend .a .wheelchair .basketball .game

 .  . _____ . .to .explain .the .origins .and .rules .of .wheelchair .basketball

 .  . _____ . .to .instruct .the .reader .on .how .to .join .a .wheelchair .basketball .league

	 9. .  .The .Latin .root .mob .means .move . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .1 .with .the .root .mob .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .The .Latin .root .act .means .do . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .1 .with .the .root .act .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .The .Latin .root .form .means .shape . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .2 .with .the .root .form .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

F

T 
F

All players must remain fully seated, so they remain 
equally matched in terms of physical ability.

as an outlet for the energy and athleticism of WWII 
vets who were in wheelchairs

Birmingham Flying Wheels

to make sure the teams are fairly matched

mobility

activity

formed/forming

77
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .What .benefit .do .people .expect .to .gain .from .drinking .or .bathing .in .the .hot .springs?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .When .were .most .of .the .bathhouses .on .Bathhouse .Row .constructed?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. . What .is .the .average .temperature .of .the .water?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .How .did .NASA .scientists .use .water .from .the .hot .springs?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Do .you .think .the .hot .springs .at .Hot .Springs .National .Park .will .ever .run .out .of .water? .Explain .
your .answer .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 6. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Many .bathhouses .were .built .in .Hot .Springs, .Arkansas . .

 .  . _____ . .Hot .Spring .Reservation .was .renamed .Hot .Springs .National .Park .

 .  . _____ . .Native .Americans .used .the .hot .springs .for .many .years .before .Europeans . .
discovered .them .

 .  . _____ . .Hot .Spring .Reservation .was .established . .

 .  . _____ . .The .U .S . .purchased .the .Louisiana .Territory . .

	 7. .  .How .is .the .way .that .Native .Americans .used .the .hot .springs .similar .to .the .ways .that .the .
springs .are .used .today?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Which .word .in .paragraph .3 .means .“relating .to .a .treatment .or .cure”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

They believe it can heal their ailments and improve their 
health.

during the 1920s

143 degrees Farenheit

to store samples of moon rock

Possible answer: No, because the hot springs have 
existed for thousands of years and they produce about 
850,000 gallons of water a day.

5  
4
1

3
2

They used them as a place to bathe and relax.

therapeutic

75
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ .The .Rosens .drove .to .the .trailhead . .

 .  . _____ . .Mrs . .Rosen .lowered .her .feet .into .the .water . .

 .  . _____ . .Charley .and .Mattie .looked .for .their .bathing .suits . .

 .  . _____ .The .Rosens .made .scrambled .eggs . .

 .  . _____ .Charley .took .a .picture .of .the .quails .

	 2. .  .Find .the .example .of .hyperbole .in .paragraph .14, .and .write .it .on .the .line .below . . .
Then, .explain .what .you .think .it .means . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Dialogue .is .what .a .character .says . .The .words .in .dialogue .are .always .in .quotation .marks . .
On .the .line .below, .write .the .words .that .are .dialogue .in .paragraph .13 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .do .you .think .“Charley’s .and .Mattie’s .eyes .grew .wide” .in .paragraph .8?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .is .the .setting .for .this .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Use .the .table .below .to .answer .the .questions .that .follow .
 
Spring             Temp (ºF)   Area    State

Healing 
Spring 
Scenic  
Hot Springs
Baker  
Hot Spring 
Caddo Gap  
Springs 
Morning Mist  
Springs 

 . 6. . Which .hot .spring .has .the .hottest .water? .

 .  . _______________________________________________ .
 .
 . 7. .  .What .is .the .name .of .the .spring .located .near .

Seattle, .Washington? .

_______________________________________________

 . 8. . Where .is .Caddo .Gap .Springs .located? .

 .  . _______________________________________________

86

122

108

95

205

Roanoke

Seattle

Concrete

Little Rock

Ashton

Virginia

Washington

Washington

Arknasas

Wyoming

NAME	

2
4
5
1
3

I never would have guessed in a million years; Answers 
will vary.

Your bathing suits are in my backpack.

They saw the surprise and were excited.

a campsite and a hiking trail

Morning Mist Springs

Scenic Hot Springs

Little Rock, AR

79 81

75 77
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89
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .Write .one .sentence .from .the .story .that .indicates .how .the .Taylors .felt .about .discovering .
the .bioluminescence .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .happened .when .Sophie .kicked .the .water?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .explanation .does .Mrs . .Taylor .have .for .why .the .water .is .glowing?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .do .you .think .the .Taylors .didn’t .notice .the .glowing .water .right .away?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Do .you .think .that .Sophie .and .Miles .will .try .to .learn .more .about .bioluminescence .when .
they .get .home? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Read .the .sentences .below . .Write .B .next .to .the .sentence .if .it .tells .about .something .that .
happened .before .Miles .and .Sophie .noticed .the .water .was .glowing . .Write	A .if .it .describes .
something .that .happened .after .

	 6. . _____ . .Mrs . .Taylor .swirled .her .hands .in .the .water . .

	 7. . _____ . .Mr . .Taylor .collected .the .game .pieces .from .the .coffee .table . .

	 8. . _____ . .Miles .and .Sophie .picked .out .constellations .in .the .night .sky .

	 9. . _____ . .Miles .and .Sophie .took .off .their .flip-flops . .

	 10. . _____ .Mrs . .Taylor .knelt .beside .Sophie . .

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .1 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 11. . felt .refreshed ._________________________________________________________________

A .metaphor .is .a .comparison .of .two .things .without .using .the .word .like .or .as . .For .example, .Her 
fingers were icicles . .Find .the .metaphor .in .paragraph .1, .and .write .it .on .the .line .

	 12.	______________________________________________________________________________________ .
 .

NAME	

Possible answer: This is incredible.

There was an explosion of a milky-green light.

She says there is a high concentration of tiny 
organisms in the water that create light.

They were looking at the stars in the sky.

Answers will vary.

A 
B 
B 
B 
A

caught their second wind

the sun was a ball of fire

87
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .What .are .some .types .of .fitness .activities .mentioned .in .the .selection .besides . .
running?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. . What .do .you .think .cross-training .is?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .is .the .best .way .to .begin .training?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4 . .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ .for .pleasure .or .entertainment .  . _____ .to .learn .how .to .become .a .runner

 .  . _____ .to .form .an .opinion .about .running

	 5. .  .Write .a .summary .sentence .for .paragraph .5 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .kind .of .information .could .you .record .in .a .runner’s .log?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Do .you .think .the .author .is .trying .to .persuade .the .reader .of .anything .in .this .
selection? .Explain . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .In .bullet .3, .what .does .hydrated .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Are .you .a .runner? .If .so, .explain .what .you .like .about .it . .If .not, .would .you .like .to .take .up .
running? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

hiking, ice skating, jumping rope, and playing basketball

exercising by participating in different types of 
activities that work different muscles

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Find a running 
buddy.

Possible answer: It is a good idea to vary your 
activities and to rest at least one day a week.

the weather, your route, the distance you ran, and how 
you felt

Answers will vary.

supplied with water

Answers will vary.

85
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. . What .problem .does .Tasha .have .in .the .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .How .does .Julio .help .her .resolve .the .problem?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Name .one .way .in .which .Tasha .and .Julio .are .similar .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Name .one .way .in .which .Tasha .and .Julio .are .different .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .charitable .organization .will .Julio .and .Tasha .help .by .running .the .race?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Why .does .Julio .think .that .it .would .be .a .good .idea .to .ask .their .neighbors .to .pledge .money .
during .the .block .party?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .The .theme .of .a .story .is .its .subject . .It .tells .what .idea .the .story .is .mostly .about . .Check .the .
word .below .that .best .describes .the .theme .of .“A .Reason .to .Run .” .

 .  . _____ .fitness .  . _____ .friendship .  . _____ .loyalty

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below . .

	 8. .  .Tasha .feels .that .she .can ._______________ .with .Julio’s .support .

 .  . win . . . .succeed . . . .apply

	 9. .  .Julio ._______________ .Tasha .to .have .more .confidence .in .herself .

 .  . encourages . . . .discourages . . . .requests

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .7 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 10. . easy; .simple .to .do .__________________________________________________________________ . .

NAME	

She is nervous about asking people to sponsor her for 
the race.

He gives her a pep talk and gives her suggestions of 
people to ask.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Neither of them 
had raced before.
Answers will vary. Possible answer: Tasha is nervous 
about asking people to be sponsors. Julia is not.
The Leukemia Society

He thinks that everyone will be in a good mood.

a piece of cake

83
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .What .analogy .does .Uncle .Jorge .make .when .he .is .talking .about .his .everyday .tires .as .
compared .to .his .racing .tires?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .How .is .a .racing .wheelchair .different .from .a .regular .wheelchair? .How .are .they .similar?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write	F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 3. . _____ . .Uncle .Jorge .has .completed .a .marathon .before . .

	 4. . _____ . .Uncle .Jorge .will .probably .complete .the .marathon .in .less .time .than .his .friend . .

	 5. . _____ . .Tasha .and .Julio .ate .the .pretzels .Uncle .Jorge .baked . .

	 6. . _____ . .The .package .contained .Uncle .Jorge’s .racing .gloves . .

	 7. . _____ . .Uncle .Jorge .makes .the .best .soft .pretzels . .

	 8. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Uncle .Jorge .

 .  . _____ .impatient .

 .  . _____ .competitive

 .  . _____ .determined

 .  . _____ .lonely .

 .  . _____ .enthusiastic .

	 9. .  .How .is .the .Boston .Marathon .different .from .most .other .races?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .What .kind .of .relationship .do .Uncle .Jorge .and .his .best .friend .have?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

The differnce between wearing running shoes and 
loafers.

Possible answer: They both have two large wheels, but 
the racing wheelchair has an additional small third wheel 
in front.

F 
O 
F 
F 
O

It’s one of the few races in which you need to have a 
qualifying time to compete. 

They are close but very competitive.
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93
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ .Mr . .Taylor .shook .the .lifeguard’s .hand .

 .  . _____ . .The .Taylors .watched .a .seagull .catch .a .fish .

 .  . _____ . .The .lifeguard .cleaned .the .sting .with .alcohol . .

 .  . _____ . .Sophie .pointed .to .the .sand-covered .jellyfish . .

 .  . _____ . .The .lifeguard .smeared .meat .tenderizer .on .Miles’ .foot .

	 2. .  .If .you .don’t .have .alcohol .and .meat .tenderizer .at .home, .what .else .can .you .use .to .treat .a .
jellyfish .sting?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Under .what .circumstances .does .the .lifeguard .recommend .that .Miles .see .a .doctor?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .does .meat .tenderizer .soothe .a .jellyfish .sting?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .were .the .Taylors .looking .at .when .Miles .was .stung?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .How .did .the .Taylors .determine .what .Miles .had .stepped .on?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .The .climax .of .a .story .is .the .point .of .highest .excitement . .What .is .the .climax .in . .
“A .Stinging .Surprise”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Find .the .simile .in .paragraph .1, .and .write .it .on .the .line .below .

	 8.	  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Have .you .ever .been .stung .by .something, .like .a .bee .or .some .fire .ants? .How .did .you . .
react? .How .did .you .treat .it?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

5
1
3
2
4

vinegar, baking soda, and water

if the area becomes any more irritated in the next 
couple of hours

It is an enzyme which breaks down the protein of 
jellyfish poison.

They were watching a seagull catch a fish.

Sophie saw a sand-covered jellyfish on the beach.

when Miles gets stung by a jellyfish

The late afternoon sun reflected off the water and 
made it sparkle like a sea of diamonds.

Answers will vary.

97
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Why .does .Kerry .think .that .Sophie .and .Miles .should .start .out .using .longboards?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .do .you .think .Kerry .means .when .she .refers .to .the .“sweet .spot” .on .a .surfboard?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .is .one .way .in .which .Miles .and .Sophie .are .different?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. . What .does .Miles .think .surfing .will .feel .like?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .are .the .surfing .terms .for .the .front .and .back .ends .of .a .surfboard?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 6. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .selection .this .is .

 .  . _____ .poetry .  . _____ .fiction .  . _____ .science .fiction .

Mark .each .sentence .below .F .if .it .is .in .first-person .point .of .view .and .T .if .it .is .in .third-person .point .of .
view . .

	 7. . _____ . .I .wish .I .was .as .adventurous .as .my .sister .

	 8. . _____ .Sophie .waved .to .her .parents . .

	 9. . _____ . .I’ve .been .surfing .since .I .was .only .five .years .old . .

	 10. . _____ . .Dylan .shook .himself .off .when .he .got .out .of .the .water .

	 11. .  .Find .the .simile .in .paragraph .2, .and .write .it .on .the .line .below .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 12. .  .What .two .things .were .compared .to .one .another .in .question .11?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 13. .  .Choose .one .of .the .answers .to .number .12, .and .use .it .to .create .your .own .simile .on .the .lines .
below .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

They are easier to paddle, and they catch waves more 
easily.

the center of the board

Sophie is more eager to try new things than Miles is.

He thinks it will feel like flying through the water or 
riding a bike down a steep hill without using the brakes.

nose and tail

F 
T
F
T 

her dark hair, which was as sleek and glossy as an 
otter’s fur

dark hair and otter’s fur

Answers will vary.

95
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Why .does .the .author .say .that .the .description .of .a .jellyfish .might .sound .like .a .riddle?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .How .much .of .a .jellyfish’s .body .is .composed .of .water?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. . What .are .nematocysts?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .entertain

 .  . _____ .to .inform

 .  . _____ .to .persuade .

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 5. . _____ . .All .species .of .jellyfish .are .totally .harmless .to .humans . .

	 6. . _____ . .Jellyfish .do .not .have .most .of .the .organs .that .are .common .in .other .animals . .

	 7. . _____ . .Jellyfish .can .move .only .where .the .wind .and .the .tides .take .them . .

	 8. . _____ . .Only .about .one-third .of .a .jellyfish’s .body .is .water . .

	 9. . _____ . .A .few .freshwater .species .of .jellyfish .do .exist . .

	 10. . What .three .things .is .a .jellyfish .lacking .that .most .animals .have?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. . An .invertebrate .has .no .____________________ .

	 12. . How .do .jellyfish .move?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

The description is worded like a riddle. The question 
sounds as though it does not have a real answer.

95%-99%

stinging cells

F 
T 
F 
F 
T

brains, bones, circulatory system
backbone

The wind and ocean currents push them along, but they 
can also move slowly by contracting muscles.

91
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Write .a .sentence .that .tells .the .main .idea .of .the .passage .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Explain .one .way .in .which .an .animal .can .use .bioluminescence .to .lure .prey .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .kind .of .creature .produces .much .of .the .visible .bioluminescence .near .the .ocean’s .
surface?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .How .does .bioluminescence .help .camouflage .the .bobtail .squid?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .How .is .bioluminescence .different .from .the .light .produced .by .a .lightbulb?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. . What .can .cause .dinoflagellates .to .glow?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .selection .this .is .

 .  . _____ .science .fiction . . _____ .informative .  . _____ .fantasy

	 8. .  .The .Latin .root .mar .means .sea . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .1 .with .the .root .mar .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .The .Latin .root .fic .means .make .or .do . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .2 .with .the .root .fic .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .The .Latin .root .tract .means .pull .or .drag . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .4 .with .the .root .tract .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Possible answer: Many sea animals have the ability to 
produce light.

Possible answer: Patterns of bioluminence on a shark’s 
belly may resemble small fish to predators like tuna or 
Possible answer: Patterns of bioluminence on a shark’s 
belly may resemble small fish to predators like tuna or 
mackerel.

dinoflagellates

It spews a cloud of bioluminescent chemicals at its 
predator and allows the squid to escape.

Most of its energy is used to create light instead of 
heat.

any disturbance, including the motion of waves, a boat, a 
porpoise, or a hand.

marine

efficient

attract

95 97
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105
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .What .was .the .first .TV .show .to .be .regularly .shown .in .color?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Who .are .the .two .people .that .are .often .given .credit .for .inventing .television?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .Latin .and .Greek .roots .are .found .in .the .word .television? .What .do .they .mean?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .About .how .much .would .a .1930s .television .have .cost .in .today’s .dollars?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ . .to .entertain

 .  . _____ . .to .inform

 .  . _____ . .to .persuade

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below . .

	 6. .  .Televisions .became ._______________ .priced .after .World .War .II .

 .  . significantly . . . .reasonably . . . .highly

	 7. .  .John .Watson’s ._______________ .thinking .led .to .the .invention .of .cable .TV .

 .  . creative . . . .unimaginative . . . .selfish .

	 8. .  .Farnsworth .and .Zworykin .both ._______________ .the .invention .of .the .modern .television . .

 .  . developed . . . .requested . . . .contributed .to

	 9. .  .In .paragraph .3, .which .word .means .“an .original .model”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .When .did .televisions .first .start .becoming .more .common?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Bonanza

Philo Taylor Farnsworth and Vladimir Zworykin

tele and visio; far and sight

$7,000

prototype

after WWII

103
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .What .prize .will .the .team .that .wins .the .championship .receive?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Do .you .think .that .Mr . .Ishikawa .is .a .good .coach? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .In .paragraph .5, .the .author .describes .Ms . .Cane .as .having .“an .infectious .laugh .” .What .do .
you .think .this .means?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .are .three .words .you .could .use .to .describe .Ms . .Cane’s .personality?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ .for .pleasure .or .entertainment

 .  . _____ .for .information

 .  . _____ . .to .learn .how .to .be .on .an .academic .game .show

	 6. .  .Why .does .Ms . .Cane .say .that .the .questions .are .rated?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . The .student .contestants .are .nervous .before .the .quiz .show .starts . .How .do .you .calm . .  .
 .  . yourself .when .you’re .nervous .before .a .big .event?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Each winner will receive a $1,000 college savings bond. 
The winning schools will receive new computers.

Answers will vary.

Possible answer: Her laugh makes other people want to 
laugh too.

Possible answers: friendly, helpful, knowledgeable

It helps to make sure that the difficulty level 
progresses as the game goes on.

Answers will vary.

101
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .What .are .two .jobs .that .Kahanamoku .held .that .were .unrelated .to .swimming .or .surfing?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Do .you .think .that .surfing .would .have .spread .to .other .areas .of .the .world .without .Duke .
Kahanamoku’s .encouragement .and .enthusiasm? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Find .a .sentence .in .the .selection .showing .that .Kahanamoku .was .a .talented .and . .
successful .swimmer, .and .write .it .on .the .lines .below .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Check .the .sentence .that .best .states .the .main .idea .of .the .selection .

 .  . _____ . .Duke .Kahanamoku’s .full .name .was .Duke .Paoa .Kahinu .Makoe .Hulikohoa . .
Kahanamoku . .

 .  . _____ . .Duke .Kahanamoku .was .the .first .person .to .be .inducted .into .both .the . .
Swimming .Hall .of .Fame .and .the .Surfing .Hall .of .Fame .

 .  . _____ . .Duke .Kahanamoku .was .known .as .the .“father .of .modern .surfing” .because .he .
helped .bring .the .sport .to .areas .of .the .world .outside .of .Hawaii . . .

Use .the .timeline .of .Duke .Kahanamoku’s .life .to .answer .the .questions .that .follow .
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 .	 5. .  .In .what .year .were .the .Olympics .held .in .
Antwerp, .Belgium?

 .  . ________________________________________

 . 6. .  .Was .Kahanamoku .inducted .into .the .U . .S . .
Olympic .Hall .of .Fame .before .or .after .his .
death?

 .  . ________________________________________

 . 7. .  .In .what .year .did .Kahanamoku .marry?

 .  . ________________________________________

NAME	

actor and mayor

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: He also traveled 
around the world as a water saftey instructor for the 
Red Cross in between Olympics.

1920

after

1940

99
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 1. . _____ . .Laird .Hamilton .is .the .most .talented .surfer .alive .today . .

	 2. . _____ . .Surfing .became .very .popular .in .the .1950s .and .1960s . .

	 3. . _____ . .The .surfing .spot .Teahupoo .is .located .near .Hawaii . .

	 4. . _____ . .No .one .can .appreciate .the .power .of .the .ocean .the .way .a .surfer .does . .

	 5. . _____ . .Laird .Hamilton .has .surfed .at .speeds .of .up .to .50 .miles .per .hour .

	 6. .  .Why .did .the .new .fiberglass .and .foam .surfboards .cause .a .rise .in .surfing’s .popularity?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . What .draws .people .to .high-speed .activities?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. . What .is .tow-in .surfing?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .What .do .you .think .the .surfing .term .wipeout .means?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .Write .a .summary .sentence .for .paragraph .4 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .Have .you .ever .tried .surfing? .If .you .have, .describe .your .experience . .If .not, .explain .why .you .
would .or .would .not .like .to .try .it .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

O 
F 
F 
O 
F

They were less expensive and easier to use.

the adrenaline rush they feel

the use of jet skis to tow surfers to areas that are 
farther from shore

Answers will vary. Possible answers: fall, crash, tumble

Possible answer: Surfers tend to enjoy surfing because 
they love the ocean and adrenaline rush they get from 
riding big waves.

Answers will vary.
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111
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .What .is .one .benefit .to .beavers .of .having .the .entrance .to .a .lodge .located .underwater?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. . How .old .is .the .Ma’rib .Dam?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Why .do .dams .cause .problems .for .migrating .fish?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. . Why .do .canals .often .contain .locks?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .are .two .reasons .the .Three .Gorges .Dam .is .being .constructed .in .China?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ .for .pleasure .or .entertainment

 .  . _____ .for .information

 .  . _____ .to .learn .how .to .build .a .dam

	 7. .  .On .the .lines .below, .write .a .summary .for .paragraph .2 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Name .one .benefit .and .one .drawback .of .the .construction .of .Three .Gorges .Dam .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________
 .  .

NAME	

The pond serves as a natural defense against 
predators.

about 2,700 years old

The fish are kept from moving up and down stream for 
feeding and reproduction.

so that boats can travel on rivers that are blocked by 
dams

to control flooding and to fill some of China’s electrical 
needs.

Possible answer: Humans have been building dams since 
the beginning of civilization.

Possible answer: benefit: It will control flooding. 
drawback: It will affect migrating fish.

113
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1. .  .On .the .line .below, .write .a .sentence .that .describes .the .main .idea .of .the .selection .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Why .does .the .author .say .that .the .money .the .government .paid .could .not .buy .back .what .
the .Colville .tribe .had .lost?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .How .long .did .it .take .to .complete .construction .on .the .Grand .Coulee .Dam?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Is .Franklin .Delano .Roosevelt .Lake .a .natural .or .human-made .lake? .How .do .you .know?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .In .paragraph .1, .the .author .compares .the .height .of .the .dam .to .the .height .of .two . .
well-known .landmarks . .What .are .they?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ . .to .share .information .about .the .Grand .Coulee .Dam .  .

 .  . _____ . .to .persuade .the .reader .to .visit .the .Grand .Coulee .Dam

 .  . _____ .to .entertain

	 7. .  .Based .on .the .selection, .what .is .the .author’s .opinion .of .the .Grand .Coulee .Dam? .How .do .
you .know?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Do .you .think .the .government .was .right .to .pay .the .Colville .tribe .as .a .reimbursement .for .
the .suffering .and .disturbances .they .experienced? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary. Possible answer: The Grand Coulee 
Dam serves as a source of irrigation, an electrical 
generator, and a tourist attraction.

The Colville tribe could never regain the land that they 
lost, and the money could not make up for their loss.

nine years

It was made by humans. It is a reservoir that was 
produced by the creation of the dam.

the Statue of Liberty and Niagra Falls

Possible answer: The author admires and thinks it is 
interesting. He/She advises the reader to visit it, if 
possible.

Answers will vary.

109
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1.	 	What	do	you	think	Grandma	means	when	she	says	she	learned	to	survive	in	the	woods,	
“at	least	in	theory”?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 	Who	do	you	think	is	older,	Becca	or	Meghan?	Why?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 How	did	Grandma	learn	to	canoe?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 	What	advice	does	Grandma	give	Becca	when	Becca	is	climbing	into	the	canoe?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 	What	is	one	difference	between	a	natural	lake	and	a	reservoir?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	 	Why	does	Grandma	think	that	Grandpa	wanted	canoeing	lessons?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	 What	is	the	setting	for	this	story?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 In	paragraph	2,	what	does	abrupt	mean?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 Why	does	Grandma	say	that	Grandpa	is	very	uncoordinated?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Possible answer: that she knows how to survive in the 
woods, but she never actually put her knowledge to use

Meghan. Possible answer: she helps grandma paddle. 

She learned when she was a summer camp counselor.

to not stand up all the way and not make any abrupt 
movements

Possible answer: Reservoirs are created by humans, 
and lakes are naturally formed.

so he could get to know her better

a reservoir

Possible answer: sudden

When he was canoeing, he would overturn the canoe or 
stand up and lose his balance.

107
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .passage .that .have .the .meanings .below .

	 1. . the .way .in .which .one .is .viewed .or .perceived

 .  . ___________________________________________

	 2. . changed .for .the .better; .reformed

 .  . ___________________________________________

	 3. . felt .comforted .and .less .anxious

 .  . ___________________________________________

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 4. . _____ . .Nixon .stated .that .he .did .not .receive .any .questionable .gifts . .

	 5. . _____ . .About .75 .percent .of .Americans .who .owned .televisions .watched .Armstrong . .
and .Aldrin .walk .on .the .moon .

	 6. . _____ . .The .Beatles .appeared .on .the .Ed Sullivan Show .in .1964 .

	 7. . _____ . .Lyndon .Johnson .became .president .after .Kennedy’s .assassination . .

	 8. .  .Do .you .think .that .television .as .a .source .of .news .will .be .as .important .in .the .future .as .it .has .
been .in .the .past? .Explain . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .How .did .the .“Checker’s .Speech” .change .the .way .people .thought .of .Richard .Nixon?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .Do .you .think .it .is .fair .for .people .to .base .their .opinions .on .what .they .see .as .well .as .what .
they .hear? .Explain . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .What .kind .of .effect .did .television .have .on .the .popularity .of .the .Beatles?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 12. .  .How .did .Kennedy .and .Nixon .appear .to .be .different .from .one .another .during .their . .
televised .debate?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

redeemed

perception

reassured

F 
F 

T 
T

Answers will vary.

People liked Nixon better. They saw a side of him they 
had not seen before.

Answers will vary.

It caused a sharp rise in their popularity.

Nixon was scowling and uncomfortable, and Kennedy 
was smiling and looked confident.
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121
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Check .the .phrase .that .best .describes .the .author’s .purpose .

 .  . _____ .to .instruct

 .  . _____ .to .entertain

 .  . _____ .to .inform .

 . 2. .  .Name .three .things .you .might .record .in .a .writer’s .notebook .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .does .the .author .mean .by .“Do .your .homework”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  . .Why .is .perseverance .an .important .quality .for .a .writer .to .have?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .most .writers .like .to .read?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .On .the .lines .below, .write .a .summary .of .Step .3 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Why .do .you .need .to .write .every .day?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .What .do .you .think .the .author’s .feelings .about .writing .as .a .professional .are? .Why?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Possible answers: dreams, song lyrics, everyday 
thoughts and observations

Carefully research publishers and magazines, and follow 
their guidelines.

You may receive many rejections before you are 
published.

Answers will vary.

It is important that you write every day so that you 
can get into the habit and so that you can clear your 
mind of things that are less important or uninteresting.

It’s a good way to clear your mind, stay in practice, and 
make room for the “good stuff.”

Answers will vary.

119
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Louis .Sachar .

 .  . _____ .creative .  . _____ .intelligent

 .  . _____ .humorous .  . _____ .nosy

 .  . _____ .unpredictable .

	 2. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ . .for .information .about .the .life .and .work .of .Louis .Sachar .

 .  . _____ .to .learn .how .to .solve .a .problem

 .  . _____ . .to .form .an .opinion .about .the .work .of .Louis .Sachar

	 3. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .selection .this .is .

 .  . _____ .autobiography .  . _____ .historical .nonfiction .  . _____ .biography

	 4. .  .Name .two .series .of .books .that .Louis .Sachar .has .written .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Why .didn’t .Sachar .become .a .full-time .writer .as .soon .as .his .first .book .was .published?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .What .happens .after .Sachar .has .completed .the .first .draft .of .a .book?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Name .two .sources .of .ideas .for .Sachar’s .stories .and .characters .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .If .you .were .to .write .a .short .story .or .a .novel, .what .sources .of .ideas .could .you .use? . .
Be .specific .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Marvin Redpost and Wayside School

He didn’t feel confident he could make a living as a 
writer.

He rewrites it five or six times before he sends it to 
his publisher.

Possible answers: his memories of childhood; his 
experience teaching; his daughter’s life

Answers will vary.

117
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Why .do .Caleb .and .Tanika .think .that .the .students .should .be .able .to .vote .on .the .books .
that .will .be .added .to .the .library?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Do .you .think .that .Caleb .and .Tanika .work .well .together .as .a .team? .Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Why .did .Mr . .Rutledge .and .Mrs . .Angley .decide .to .ask .for .Caleb .and .Tanika’s .help?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .is .the .setting .for .this .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Do .you .think .that .Caleb .and .Tanika .will .choose .to .work .together .on .future . .
projects? .Explain . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Check .the .line .beside .the .word .or .words .that .best .describe .what .type .of .selection .this .is .

 .  . _____ .a .tall .tale .  . _____ .realistic .fiction . . _____ .historical .fiction

	 7. . In .paragraph .6, .what .does .allocating .mean? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .If .you .were .in .Caleb .or .Tanika’s .place, .how .would .you .choose .to .spend .the .money?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

The fair was a team effort. Students from every 
class contributed.

Answers will vary.

The book fair was the most successful fair the school 
had held. Tanika and Caleb deserved a lot of the credit.

the school library

Answers will vary.

distributing; dividing up

Answers will vary.

115
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .The .Latin .root .ann .means .year . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .2 .with .the .root .ann .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .The .Greek .root .graph .means .write . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .9 .with .the .root .graph .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .The .Latin .root .loc .means .place . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .11 .with .the .root .loc .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .facts . .Write .O .before .the .sentences .that .are .opinions .

	 4. . _____ .Tanika .worries .too .much . .

	 5. . _____ . .This .year’s .book .fair .will .be .better .than .previous .fairs . .

	 6. . _____ . .Rachael .Weinstock’s .mom .is .the .author .of .a .picture .book . .

	 7. . _____ . .Caleb’s .class .has .a .turtle .and .some .fish .

Mark .each .sentence .below .F .if .it .is .in .first-person .point .of .view .and .T .if .it .is .in .third-person . .
point .of .view . .

	 8. . _____ . .I .think .this .book .fair .will .be .a .success . .

	 9. . _____ . .Caleb .looked .through .the .list .books .the .librarians .ordered . .

	 10. . _____ . .My .sister .might .have .some .sports .equipment .we .could .use .

	 11. .  .What .are .two .ideas .that .Tanika .and .Caleb .have .to .make .this .year’s .book .fair .more . .
exciting?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 12. .  .Why .does .Caleb .think .that .Mr . .Davies .might .be .able .to .help?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Read .the .descriptions .below . .Write .C .next .to .the .phrase .if .it .describes .Caleb . . .
Write .T .if .it .describes .Tanika .

	 13. . _____ . .feels .calm .and .confident .about .the .success .of .the .book .fair .

	 14. . _____ . .suggests .setting .up .areas .with .different .themes

	 15. . _____ . .offers .to .bring .in .ice .skates .and .mittens .for .the .winter .display .

NAME	

annual 
 
autographed 
 
local

O 
O 
F 
F

F 
T 
F

They want to set up areas with different themes and 
have authors come to sign their books.

He used to be an editor for a children’s book publisher, 
so he might know some local authors they can invite.

C 
T 
T
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125
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. . What .nationality .was .Selkirk?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Why .do .you .think .Selkirk .called .out .to .the .Cinque Ports .as .it .sailed .away .from .the .island?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .How .do .we .know .so .many .details .about .Selkirk’s .experiences .on .the .island?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .is .one .difference .between .Robinson .Crusoe .and .Alexander .Selkirk?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Is .Robinson Crusoe .fantasy, .or .does .it .take .place .in .reality?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Is .A Cruising Voyage Round the World .fantasy, .or .does .it .take .place .in .reality?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle .the .word .that .best .completes .each .sentence .below .

	 8. .  .Selkirk’s .use .of ._______________ .thinking .allowed .him .to .survive .on .the .island . .

 .  . optimistic . . . .creative . . . .frequent

 . 9. .  .It .was .difficult .for .Selkirk .to ._______________ .to .life .in .society . .

 .  . readjust . . . .communicate . . . .accustom

 . 10. .  .Woodes .Rogers’s .book ._______________ .Selkirk’s .experiences .

 .  . neglected . . . .ridiculed . . . .detailed

	 11. .  .After .reading .this .article, .would .you .be .interested .in .reading .Robinson .Crusoe? .Why .or .
why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Scottish

He was having second thoughts about his decision.

Woodes Rogers, the captain of the Duke, wrote a 
book that included Selkirk’s experiences.

Possible answer: Selkirk asked to be left on his island 
and Crusoe was shipwrecked.

fantasy

It takes place in reality.

Answers will vary.

129
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Write .the .words .from .the .passage .that .have .the .meanings .below .

	 1. .  .the .process .by .which .liquid .changes .into .vapor .or .gas

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .water .that .falls .to .Earth .in .the .form .of .rain .or .snow

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .hills .of .sand .that .are .pushed .into .shape .by .the .wind

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. . dry; .having .little .rainfall

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .an .area .of .flat .land .that .is .higher .than .the .surrounding .land

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 6.	  .How .much .of .Earth’s .land .surface .do .deserts .cover?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . Who .was .Marco .Polo?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Why .do .some .people .compare .sand .dunes .to .ocean .waves?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .What .is .an .oasis? .What .is .the .plural .form .of .oasis?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 10. . _____ . .Most .of .Earth’s .deserts .are .made .of .sand .

	 11. . _____ . .The .Sahara .receives .almost .no .rainfall .

	 12. . _____ . .The .Mojave .Desert .is .the .largest .American .desert . .

	 13. . _____ . .The .Gobi .is .located .in .northern .Africa .

NAME	

evaporation

precipitation

dunes

arid

plateau

about one-third

a Venetian traveler and explorer

They resemble giant, frozen waves.

an area of moisture and plant life in the desert; oases.

F 
T 
T 
F

127
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Joseph .showed .Chiara .and .her .mom .several .of .his .favorite .desert .plants . .

 .  . _____ .Chiara .ate .her .breakfast .in .the .car .

 .  . _____ . .The .Giardinis .moved .to .Arizona .from .Massachusetts .

 .  . _____ . .Mrs . .Giardini .said .she .missed .the .greenery .in .her .old .backyard . .

 .  . _____ . .Chiara .found .her .mother .sitting .on .the .deck .sipping .coffee .

	 2. .  .What .problem .do .Chiara .and .her .mom .have .at .the .beginning .of .the .story?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Do .you .think .that .planting .a .garden .will .help .the .Giardinis .feel .more .at .home .in .Arizona? .
Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .is .one .way .in .which .Massachusetts .and .Arizona .are .different?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .does .Mrs . .Giardini .mean .when .she .says, .“Arizona .and .Massachusetts .could .be . .
different .planets”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Name .the .two .different .settings .in .this .story .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Why .were .Chiara .and .her .mom .surprised .to .hear .that .they .could .plant .colorful, .blooming .
plants?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Why .does .Joseph .recommend .that .Chiara .and .her .mom .plant .native .plants?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

5
4
1
3
2

They miss the garden and the greenery at their old 
home in Massachusetts.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Yes, they said 
they were missing the greenery in their yard back home.

Possible answers: the temperature; the landscape

The two states seem very different to her.

the Giardini’s house; the nursery

Possible answer: They weren’t expecting those kinds of 
plants to do well in the desert.

They do well in that climate, and they won’t need a lot 
of water.

123
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Why .didn’t .the .narrator .escape .from .the .sinking .ship .on .one .of .the .lifeboats?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Name .three .items .the .narrator .found .in .the .canvas .bag . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Personification .is .a .literary .device .in .which .human .characteristics .are .given .to .inanimate .
objects . .In .the .sentence .Sam’s bed beckoned to him invitingly, .Sam’s .bed .is .personified . .
Find .an .example .of .personification .in .the .story, .and .write .it .on .the .line .below .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .do .you .think .the .book .Tyler .was .reading .when .he .fell .asleep .was .about? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .From .what .point .of .view .are .the .first .seven .paragraphs .of .the .story .told?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .From .what .point .of .view .is .the .last .paragraph .told?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ .for .information

 .  . _____ .to .answer .a .specific .question

 .  . _____ .for .entertainment

Find .the .metaphor .in .paragraph .3, .and .write .it .on .the .line .

	 8. . ______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .Why .is .most .of .this .selection .in .italics?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

He believed that a captain should never leave his ship.

Possible answers: a knife, a blanket, a bottle of water, 
four cans of food, and a box of matches.

the sun was glaring angrily at me

a shipwreck; a castaway

first-person point of view

third-person point of view

My stomach was an animal.

It is a dream.

127 129

123 125
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137
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Why .does .Carson .make .a .face .after .he .tries .his .grandpa’s .omelet?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .How .are .the .Braille .contractions .that .Grandpa .talks .about .different .from .the .contractions .
you .are .familiar .with?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .How .can .Grandpa .type .without .seeing .the .keyboard?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Name .two .reasons .that .Grandpa .prefers .audio .books .to .Braille .books .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Number .the .events .below .to .show .the .order .in .which .they .happened .

 .  . _____ . .Grandpa .explained .Grade .2 .Braille .to .Carson . .

 .  . _____ .Carson .hugged .his .grandpa .

 .  . _____ .Carson .sat .down .at .the .breakfast .table .

 .  . _____ .Grandpa .turned .on .the .computer .

Use .the .letters .of .the .Braille .alphabet .to .decode .the .words .below . .

	 6.

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

A B E I L M PO R T

NAME	

He thinks it is too spicy.

They are single letters that represent a word instead 
of one word that is a combination of two words.

He has been typing for a long time and has the position 
of the keys memorized.

Braille books can be large and awkward. He liked the 
different voices that the readers use on audio books.

3
4
1
2

Braille

omelet

135
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .What .does .the .word .origami .mean .in .Japanese?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 2. .  .Name .two .materials .other .than .origami .paper .that .have .been .used .in .modern .origami .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .serious .origamists .do .not .use .scissors .or .glue?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .How .many .diagrams .would .you .have .to .follow .to .create .an .origami .model .of .the .Starship 
Enterprise?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 5. . _____ . .Origami .paper .tends .to .be .thicker .than .regular .paper . .

	 6. . _____ . .People .have .experimented .with .using .materials .other .than .paper .to .create .origami .
figures . .

	 7. . _____ . .Akira .Yoshizawa .was .the .first .person .to .practice .origami .in .Japan . .

	 8. . _____ . .The .kite, .fish, .bird, .and .frog .are .four .origami .bases . .

	 9. . _____ . .Some .historians .believe .origami .has .its .origins .in .China . .

	 10. .  .Check .the .sentence .below .that .is .the .best .summary .for .paragraph .6 . .

 .  . _____ . .Yoshizawa .published .origami .books .during .the .1950s . .

 .  . _____ . .Origami .diagrams .are .important .because .they .allow .people .to .share .their .designs .
for .particular .figures . .

 .  . _____ . .Diagrams .show .the .folds .needed .to .make .origami .figures .

	 11. .  .Is .oragami .a .hobby .you .would .be .interestd .in .trying? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 12. .  .The .latin .root .form .means .shape . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .3 .with .the .root .form .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

paper folding

Possible anwers: tissue paper, silk, foil, bubble gum 
wrappers

Possible answer: because it would alter the types of 
things they could make

72

F 
T 

F 
T 
T

Answers will vary.

transformed

133
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

Mark .each .sentence .below .F .if .it .is .in .first-person .point .of .view .and .T	if .it .is .in .third-person . .
point .of .view . .

	 1. . _____ .Can .we .rent .a .movie .tonight?

	 2. . _____ . .I .moved .to .the .United .States .when .I .was .19 .years .old . .

	 3. . _____ .Ken .examined .the .origami .frog . .

	 4. . _____ .I .find .origami .to .be .a .relaxing .hobby .

	 5. . _____ . .Emi .and .Ken .liked .hearing .stories .about .their .mother .as .a .little .girl . .

	 6. .  .How .is .Aunt .Suki .related .to .Emi .and .Ken’s .mother?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . Where .did .Aunt .Suki .grow .up?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .What .does .Emi .mean .when .she .says .they’ll .pass .the .tradition .“up .instead .of .down”? .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .What .does .Aunt .Suki .do .when .she .can’t .sleep?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. .  .What .feature .do .Aunt .Suki .and .her .sister .share?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ .to .learn

 .  . _____ . .to .form .an .opinion

 .  . _____ .for .entertainment

	 12. .  .What .word .in .paragraph .7 .means .“a .dent”?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 13. .  .How .are .counting .and .origami .similar?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

F 
F 
T 
F 
T

She is their mother’s sister.

in Japan

She is making a joke because traditions are usually 
passed “down” to the next generation.

She does oragami.

They each have a dimple.

indentation

Possible answer: They are both simple, but you have to 
concentrate.

131
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .How .did .Godfrey .Daniels .publicize .the .Mojave .Desert .phone .booth?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Do .you .think .the .National .Parks .Service .and .Pacific-Bell .made .the .right .decision .to . .
remove .the .phone .booth? .Explain . .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .What .happens .if .someone .calls .the .phone .booth .today?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Why .was .the .phone .booth .originally .installed?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .On .the .lines .below, .write .the .main .idea .of .paragraph .6 .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write	T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write	F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 6. . _____ . .The .phone .booth .was .originally .intended .to .be .used .by .miners . .

	 7. . ._____ . .The .phone .booth .is .still .in .working .order .today .

	 8. . _____ . .Godfrey .Daniels .posted .the .number .of .the .booth .on .the .Internet . .

	 9. . _____ . .The .phone .booth .was .located .in .Arizona . .

	 10. . _____ . .People .seemed .to .like .the .idea .of .connecting .with .others .in .faraway .places . .

	 11. .  .If .the .phone .booth .was .still .in .place .today, .would .you .want .to .call .the .number? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

He wrote about it on the Internet and posted its 
number there.

Answers will vary.

The phone will ring only on the caller’s end.

for use by miners and their families

People liked making a connection with strangers 
because it made the world seem smaller.

T 
F 
T 
F 
T

Answers will vary.

135 137
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145
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .The .Latin .root .spec .means .see . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .3 .with .the .root .spec .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .The .Latin .root .fract .means .break . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .3 .with .the .root .fract .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .The .Greek .root .photo .means .light . .Find .a .word .in .paragraph .5 .with .the .root .photo .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 4. .  .Why .do .each .of .the .colors .in .a .rainbow .bend .slightly .differently?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .is .one .way .to .remember .the .order .of .colors .in .a .rainbow?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Why .does .a .moonbow .appear .to .be .whitish .in .color?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .What .materials .do .you .need .to .create .your .own .rainbow?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .What .is .the .only .way .to .see .exactly .the .same .rainbow .someone .else .sees?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9. .  .How .are .a .rainbow .and .a .moonbow .different? .How .are .they .similar?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .T .before .the .sentences .that .are .true . .Write .F .before .the .sentences .that .are .false .

	 10. . _____ . .Leprechauns .hide .pots .of .gold .at .the .end .of .the .rainbow .in .Chinese . .
mythology .

	 11. . _____ . .Sunlight .is .made .of .all .the .colors .in .the .spectrum . .

	 12. . _____ . .Most .rainbows .are .seen .on .snowy .days .when .the .temperature .dips .below .freezing . .

	 13. . _____ . .Everyone .looking .at .a .rainbow .will .see .exactly .the .same .image .of .a .rainbow . .

	 14. . _____ . .Dorothy .is .a .character .in .The Wizard of Oz . .

NAME	

spectrum

refracted

photograph

They have different wavelengths.

by using the acronym ROY G. BIV

because the human eye cannot discern bright colors in 
dim light

a glass or jar of water, a small mirror and a flashlight

look at a photograph

Both are the result of light entering drops of water, 
but the light in a rainbow comes from the sun, while the 
light in a moonbow comes from the moon.

F 

T 
F 
F 
T
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1.	 	What	was	the	problem	with	materials	intended	for	blind	people	before	the	creation	of	
the	Braille	system?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 	How	was	Braille’s	system	different	from	Barbier’s?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 	How	old	was	Braille	when	he	invented	his	dot-reading	system?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 How	are	Braille	books	produced	today?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 	Check	the	line	beside	the	word	or	words	that	best	describe	what	type	of	selection	this	is.

	 	 _____	historical	fiction

	 	 _____	historical	nonfiction

	 	 _____	fiction

	 6.	 	Check	the	words	that	best	describe	Louis	Braille.

	 	 _____	cheerful	 _____	outgoing

	 	 _____	inventive	 _____	determined

	 	 _____	original

	 7.	 	Check	the	word	below	that	best	describes	the	theme	of	“Eyes	on	the	Ends	of		
Your	Fingers.”

	 	 _____	disability	 _____	creative	thinking

	 	 _____	friendship	 _____	honor

	 8.	 Give	three	examples	of	public	places	where	you	might	notice	Braille.

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 In	paragraph	7,	what	does	the	word	tedious	mean?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

They were carved in wood, cut in cardboard, or made 
from lead, so there was a limited amount of materials 
available.
It used a system of 6 dots instead of 12.

15

Computer programs translate written words 
into Braille code, which is sent to machines that 
electronically make the printing plates.

long and boring; time-consuming

Possible answers: ATMs, public restrooms, elevators

139
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. . What .do .pupils .control?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. . What .is .the .colored .part .of .the .eye .called?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .If .you .walked .from .a .dark .room .into .a .brightly-lit .room, .how .would .the .size .of .your .pupils .
change?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .colors .do .the .cone-shaped .cells .in .your .eyes .detect?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .kind .of .cells .are .missing .from .the .eyes .of .a .person .who .is .colorblind?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Name .two .ways .in .which .cone-shaped .cells .and .rod-shaped .cells .are .different .from .one .
another .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. . What .is .the .purpose .of .the .cornea?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .What .purpose .would .a .reader .have .for .reading .this .selection?

 .  . _____ . .to .form .an .opinion

 .  . _____ . .to .learn .

 .  . _____ .for .entertainment

	 9. .  .Check .the .sentence .in .which .pupil .has .the .same .meaning .as .it .does .in .paragraph .3 .

 .  . _____ . .The .pupil .determines .how .much .light .is .allowed .into .the .eye . .

 .  . _____ . .The .best .pupil .in .the .class .received .a .perfect .grade .on .her .spelling .test . .

	 10. .  .Check .the .sentence .in .which .cells .has .the .same .meaning .as .it .does .in .paragraph .6 .

 .  . _____ . .Bees’ .honeycombs .contain .hundreds .of .cells .

 .  . _____ .The .cells .reproduced .at .a .rapid .rate . .

NAME	

the amount of light entering the eye

the iris

They would become smaller.

yellow, green, and blue

one or more types of cone-shaped cells

Possible answers: Rods are more sensitive to light than 
cones. Cones allow you to see color images while rods 
produce only black and white images.

Possible answer: to protect the more fragile parts of 
the eyeball

143
Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. . Why .were .the .colors .quarreling?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .What .reason .did .Yellow .give .for .being .the .most .important .color?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .Do .you .think .that .one .of .the .colors .makes .a .better .argument .than .the .others? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .What .did .Rain .ask .the .colors .to .do .each .time .it .rained?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .What .do .you .think .the .colors .in .this .legend .might .symbolize, .or .stand .for? .Do .you . .
think .there .is .a .deeper .meaning .to .the .story? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6. .  .Does .this .story .take .place .in .reality, .or .is .it .a .fantasy? .How .can .you .tell?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .In .this .legend, .the .colors .are .personified . .How .did .the .author .accomplish .this?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. . Pick .one .color, .and .write .from .its .point .of .view . .What .argument .would .you .make?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Each thought that he or she was superior to all other 
colors.

Yellow is the color of the sun.

Answers will vary.

join together and stretch across the sky in a giant bow 
of color

Answers will vary. Possible answer: They might 
symbolize the different people of the world. The story 
could mean that everyone is unique and valuable in their 
own way.

fantasy; Answers will vary.

Possible answer: The colors can talk; They have 
personalities.

Answers will vary.
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Check .the .words .that .best .describe .Jonathan .Green .

 .  . _____ .athletic

 .  . _____ .artistic

 .  . _____ .talkative

 .  . _____ .creative

 .  . _____ .caring

	 2. .  .Check .the .word .that .best .describes .what .type .of .selection .this .is .

 .  . _____ .autobiography .  . _____ .fiction .  . _____ .biography

	 3. .  .Do .you .think .Jonathan .Green .will .continue .making .paintings .of .his .Gullah .heritage? . .
Why .or .why .not?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Name .two .things .that .frequently .appear .in .Green’s .paintings .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5. .  .Which .of .the .following .would .be .the .most .likely .subject .of .one .of .Green’s .paintings?

 .  . _____ . .a .realistic .portrait .of .a .mother .and .child

 .  . _____ .the .skyline .of .a .city .at .night

 .  . _____ .fishermen .hauling .in .their .nets .

	 6. .  .How .many .children .were .there .in .Green’s .family?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 7. .  .Why .do .you .think .that .Green .had .to .go .away .in .order .to .be .able .to .appreciate .his . .
culture .and .heritage?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 8. .  .Do .you .think .that .artwork .can .help .preserve .a .culture? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Answers will vary.

human figures and water

7

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

	 1.	 Where	are	the	Sea	Islands	located?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Why	did	the	Gullah	language	evolve?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 	Name	two	Gullah	traditions	that	are	still	practiced	today.

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 	What	is	one	reason	the	African	customs	of	the	Gullah	people	remained		
unchanged	for	so	long?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 	Do	you	think	it	is	important	for	the	Gullah	heritage	and	way	of	life	to	be	preserved?		
Explain.	

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	 	What	do	you	think	the	author’s	purpose	was	for	writing	this	selection?

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle	the	word	that	best	completes	each	sentence	below.	

	 7.	 	Historically,	the	Gullah	have	been	_______________	craftspeople.

	 	 cultural				talented				preserving

	 8.	 	In	today’s	world,	the	Gullah	culture	is	a(n)	_______________	snapshot	of	the	past.

	 	 unreasonable				temporary				unique

	 9.	 On	the	lines	below,	write	a	summary	for	paragraph	5.

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

Along the coast of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
northern Florida
so that people who didn’t speak the same language 
could communicate with one another

basket weaving and fish net knitting

The islands were isolated from the mainland for many 
years.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary. Possible answer: To inform the 
reader about the Gullag people.

Possible answer: For a while, the Gullah language 
seemed to be dying out, but people have been working 
to preserve it.
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Spectrum Reading Grade 6

 . 1. .  .Where .did .Will .get .the .information .for .his .research?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2. .  .Why .does .Will .feel .that .researching .his .family’s .history .is .important?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3. .  .How .long .has .the .boys’ .extended .family .lived .on .the .South .Carolina .Sea .Islands?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

	 4. .  .Do .you .think .that .Will .and .Calvin .will .continue .to .be .interested .in .their .family’s . .
history .even .after .Will’s .project .is .complete? .Explain .

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

Write .the .idiom .from .paragraph .3 .on .the .line .next .to .its .meaning .

	 5. . to .be .busy .___________________________________________________________________________

Find .the .metaphor .in .paragraph .1, .and .write .it .on .the .line . .

	 6. . ______________________________________________________________________________________

Use .the .family .tree .below .to .answer .the .questions .that .follow .

Frank + Margaret Arthur + Jean

Cicely (Tom) Robin + Doug James (Sara)

Damon Madeline Campbell Katie Sam  .

 . 7. .  .What .are .the .names .of .Katie .and .Sam’s .parents?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 8. . What .is .Robin’s .sister’s .name?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 9	. . What .is .Damon’s .grandfather’s .name?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

 . 10	. . Tell .one .interesting .fact .you .know .about .your .family .tree . .If .you .don’t .know .any, .how . .
 .  . could .you .find .out?

 .  .  .______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME	

from the internet and from phone interviews with older 
relatives

He doesn’t want his family’s history to be lost.

for the past 200 years

Answers will vary.

it looks like you have your hands full

This table is a disaster area.

James and Sara

Cicely

Answers will vary.

Frank
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Supporting your child’s educational journey every step of the way.

Spectrum® provides specific support in the skills and standards that

your child is learning in today’s classroom. 

• 	Comprehensive, grade-specific titles to prepare for the year ahead
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• Skill-specific titles to enrich and enhance educational concepts

• Test preparation titles to support test-taking skills

No matter your need, Spectrum is with you every step of the way.
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