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ix

Preface

�is book is intentionally called Easy German Step-by-Step. It provides two 
important approaches for learning the German language. �e �rst approach 
is to explain the makeup of the German language in as simple a form as pos-
sible. Learning German or any new language does not have to be an arduous 
task. �at is why this book is designed so the reader can move through the 
chapters at a comfortable rate and with ease.

�e second approach, which works perfectly with the �rst one, is to pro-
vide small amounts of structure and vocabulary at a time. �e reader is not 
burdened with long lists of words to memorize or complicated explanations 
of grammar. Instead, small doses are provided, which gradually develop into 
a broader knowledge of a topic. �e reader goes through a chapter step by step 
and in time can forge the skills of a competent user of the German language.

�e topics of each chapter are initially explained as they relate to English. 
It is wise to understand a concept in one’s native language before attempting 
to learn and use it in a new language. It makes little sense to learn German 
past participles if one does not know what a past participle is in his or her 
own language.

After a concept has been described, German examples of the concept are 
introduced. �ey are given in the context of simple sentences, and these sen-
tences are always accompanied by their English translation. �e reader needs 
to know what he or she is saying in German.

Practice comes in two major ways: oral practice by reading sample sen-
tences out loud and written exercises for applying one’s new knowledge with 
a bit of personal creativity. New for this premium second edition, all sample 
sentences in the Say It Out Loud sections are available as streaming audio 
recordings via app. In addition, special explanations of some material will 
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x	 Preface

accompany practice. �ese explanations are meant to clarify concepts that are 
potentially confusing. An example in English would be the word few. �ere 
is a signi�cant di�erence between saying few people know him and a few people 
know him.

In order to avoid memorizing lists of new vocabulary, many words and 
phrases are repeated regularly in several chapters. �roughout the book 
the reader is reminded to say everything out loud—a key for developing 
pro�ciency.

In addition, a list of new vocabulary is provided at the end of each chap-
ter. �is is meant to serve as a resource for quickly �nding the meaning of 
a speci�c word. Most chapters have a brief text or dialogue for reading. �e 
translation of the text or dialogue does not accompany them. �e purpose of 
the reading section is to provide a vehicle similar to what one �nds when vis-
iting a German-speaking country—signs and menus and tickets all written 
in German without any translation.

At the end of each chapter, there is a Review Quiz. Its purpose is to check 
that the goals of the chapter have been achieved. If the reader is not satis�ed 
with the outcome of the Review Quiz, it is wise and simple to repeat the areas 
of the chapter that need further review.

After Chapters 6 and 13, a Mastery Check is provided. �e Mastery Check 
serves as an evaluation tool that can help the reader determine how much 
progress he or she has made. Like a Review Quiz, it can serve as a signal 
to take another look at certain chapters. At the end of the book, the reader 
will �nd a Final Mastery Check. It is the �nal evaluation of progress with the 
whole book.

�ere are two appendixes at the end of the book. Appendix A lists the old 
Fraktur alphabet. It is presented as a resource should the reader come in con-
tact with old books or other printed materials. Fraktur is also used nowadays 
as a quaint way to decorate a sign or advertisement, so it is important to be 
familiar with it. �e name of a typical restaurant written in Fraktur might be

 (Zum Roten Ochsen) �e Red Ox Inn.
Appendix B is a list of German irregular verbs. �is is an important 

resource for checking on the accurate use of verbs.
Do not be intimidated by a new language. Many before you have learned 

one, and you and many more can do so with the proper e�ort. Use this book 
as it is intended for use: go through the material gradually, and step by step you 
will make progress and succeed in achieving your goals.
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1

In this chapter, you will be introduced to the German alphabet and the 
pronunciation of individual letters. An explanation of letter combinations, 
including consonants and vowels, is also included. Several cognates will be 
used to provide instant vocabulary and to illustrate how the German pronun-
ciation of these words di�ers from the English pronunciation.

Some questions that will be answered are as follows:

✓� How do German vowel sounds differ from English vowel sounds?
✓� How do German consonant sounds differ from English consonant sounds?
✓� �What special letters are there in the German alphabet, and how are they 

pronounced?

�ere is a lot of detail about German pronunciation in this chapter. Do 
not try to master German pronunciation by the arduous study of this one 
chapter. Instead, use Chapter 1 as a resource that you can refer to as you go 
through the other chapters of the book.

�e Alphabet
Although this chapter is about the German alphabet, it has to be stated right 
away that there is, in reality, no German alphabet. �e Romans developed 
letters that acted as symbols for the pronunciation of the Latin language. 
�at alphabet, which is well over 2,000 years old, is used for many languages 
around the world, including German.

�e letters of the alphabet, how the letters are pronounced, and sample 
words illustrating the use of the letters are provided in the chart that follows. 
�e phonetic pronunciation of the word and its meaning follow each word.

1
Pronunciation and Cognates
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2	 Easy German Step-by-Step

LETTER ITS NAME SAMPLE WORD PHONETICS MEANING

Aa ah Abend ah-bent evening
Bb bay bellen bell-en bark
Cc tsay Couch couch couch
Dd day da dah there
Ee ay Ende en-deh end
Ff e� Frau frow woman
Gg gay gut goot good
Hh hah Haus house house
Ii ee ideal ee-day-ahl ideal
Jj yawt ja jah yes
Kk kah Kind kint child
Ll ell laut lout loud, noisy
Mm emm Maus mouse mouse
Nn enn nah nah near
Oo oh oben oh-ben up there
Pp pay Pest pest plague
Qq koo Quark kwahrk curd cheese
Rr air rot rote red
Ss ess sieben zee-ben seven
Tt tay Tante tun-teh aunt
Uu oo Kuh koo cow
Vv fow Vati fah-tee daddy
Ww vay was vuss what
Xx ix extra extra extra
Yy uepsilon Typ tuep type
Zz tset Zelle tsell-eh cell

�is alphabet chart has provided the names of the letters that a German 
uses to identify the letters. When a German recites the alphabet, he or she will 
say, “ah, bay, tsay, day, ay, e�, . . .” and so on. But these names are not neces-
sarily the pronunciation of the letters. Consider the English letter Ww, which 
is called double u. When a word with this letter occurs, the name double�u is not 
pronounced. No one pronounces the word went as doubleuent. German is the 
same; the names of some letters do not give a clue as to their pronunciation.

When dealing with letters and their pronunciation consider the similarity 
of how German and English speakers pronounce the same letter. �at word 
similarity is important because several letters sound very much alike in both 
languages, but they are not identical. When the English pronunciation is used 
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 Pronunciation and Cognates 3

where the German pronunciation is needed, the word will in all likelihood be 
understood, but the speaker will have a foreign accent.

A good example is the letter Ll (ell). � e English Ll is pronounced with 
the tip of the tongue placed against the alveolar ridge—that raised area 
behind the upper teeth. � e German Ll is pronounced with the tongue 
placed behind the alveolar ridge. � e two sounds are quite distinct. Compare 
the following words that are spelled the same or similarly in both languages 
but are pronounced di� erently.

Say It Out Loud
Practice saying the German words with the tongue placed behind the alveolar ridge.

English German

bell instrument for ringing bell bark

fell past of fall fell fur

� ipper limb used for swimming Flipper pinball machine

hell Hades hell bright

killer murderer Killer killer, hit man

lout boor laut loud

Note: Audio recordings by native German speakers of all Say It Out Loud 
sections are available via app to model your pronunciation.

It is important to understand right away that German words end with 
voiceless consonant sounds. The � nal letter may be a voiced consonant, 
but it is pronounced voiceless. There are three primary German consonants 
that are affected by this:

Voiced Consonant Voiceless Consonant Counterpart

b bay p pay

d day t tay

g gay k kah

Consider the following examples that illustrate how a word ends with a 
voiced consonant but is pronounced with the voiceless counterpart:

Word Pronunciation Meaning

Gib geep give

Kind kint child

Tag tuck day

PPP

PPP
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4 Easy German Step-by-Step

Step 1: Consonants
Let’s look at all the consonants and the nuances of their pronunciation. You 
will discover that there are few sounds that will be new to your ear.

 Bb
� is letter is pronounced like English at the beginning or middle of a word. 
For example:

German Word Pronunciation Meaning

Boot bote boat

bellen bell-en bark

oben oh-ben up there, above

Farbe far-beh color

At the end of a word, Bb changes to its voiceless counterpart Pp.

Korb corp basket

Gib geep give

Cc
� is consonant is used as the symbol for the sound Kk in words that tend to 
come from foreign sources. For example:

Camping kem-ping camping

Charakter kah-rahk-tuh character

Sometimes there are two spellings for such foreign words, one with Cc 
and one with Kk.

Cassette/Kassette kah-set-teh cassette

Casino/Kasino kah-zee-no casino

It is most common for Cc to occur in combination with other consonants. 
� ese combinations will be taken up later in this chapter.

Dd
� is consonant is pronounced voiced at the beginning and in the middle of a 
word.

dumm doom dumb

das duss that

beide bye-deh both

wieder vee-duh again
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	 Pronunciation and Cognates� 5

At the end of a word, Dd changes to its voiceless counterpart Tt.

Bad	 baht	 bath

Hand	 hahnt	 hand

	 Ff
�is consonant sound is like English.

faul	 fowl	 lazy

Schaf	 shahf	 sheep

Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each German word, paying attention to the pronunciation of the consonants 
B, C, D, and F.

Boot, Bank, aber, beste	 boat, bank, but, best

Dort, dies, Danke, leider	 there, this, thanks, unfortunately

Fallen, darf, werfen, Freitag	 fall, may, throw, Friday

	 Gg
�e voiced consonant is found at the beginning and in the middle of words. 
For example:

gegen	 gay-gen	 against

Bogen	 boh-gen	 curve, bend

It changes to its voiceless counterpart Kk at the end of words.

Tag	 tuck	 day

klug	 klook	 smart

	 Hh
At the beginning of words, Hh is an aspirated sound like the English letter.

halt	 huhlt	 halt, stop

Heu	 hoy	 hay
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6	 Easy German Step-by-Step

Most often it is not pronounced in the middle of a word unless it is part of 
a combination of consonants.

gehen	 gay-en	 go

sehen	 zay-en	 see

zieht	 tseet	 pulls

	 Jj
�is letter is pronounced like the English Yy. For example:

jung	 yoong	 young

jagen	 yah-gen	 hunt

�ere are a few foreign words in which the consonant Jj sounds like the 
English consonant Jj, for example, Jazz and Jogging.

	 Kk
�is consonant has the same pronunciation no matter its position in a word. 
As in English, it is often accompanied by Cc.

Klasse	 kluh-seh	 class

schicken	 shick-en	 send

buk	 book	 baked (old-fashioned)

	 Ll
�is consonant is similar to English but with the tongue placed behind the 
alveolar ridge.

liegen	 lee-gen	 lie, recline

Keller	 kell-uh	 cellar

will	 vill	 want

	 Mm
�is is a bilabial consonant; it is pronounced as in English by placing the lips 
together.

Mund	 moont	 mouth

atmen	 aht-men	 breathe

schwimm	 shvim	 swim
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	 Nn
Like its English counterpart, this is a nasal consonant.

nein	 nine	 no

rennen	 ren-nen	 run

braun	 brown	 brown

Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each German word, paying attention to the pronunciation of the consonants 
G, H, J, K, L, M, and N.

gut, gelb, Magen, Freitag	 good, yellow, stomach, Friday

Hut, heben, lehren, haben	 hat, lift, teach, have

Jodler, Junge, Jahr, Jurist	 yodeller, boy, year, lawyer

klein, Wecker, Kissen, kurz	 little, alarm clock, pillow, short

Mag, muss, warm, Sturm	 like, must, warm, storm

nett, Nase, Donner, Gewinn	 nice, nose, thunder, gain/win

	 Pp
�is is another bilabial consonant and is similar to English.

Park	 park	 park

Lippe	 lip-peh	 lip

klapp	 klup	 lift up, turn down

	 Qq
�is letter is most often combined with Uu, and together they are pronounced 
like kv.

Qualität	 kvah-lee-tate	 quality

quer	 kvair	 sideways

	 Rr
�is consonant can be pronounced as a trilled Rr, which is similar to its 
sound in Italian or Russian, or it can be pronounced similar to a French 
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8	 Easy German Step-by-Step

or guttural Rr. At the end of a word, it resembles a schwa sound like a �nal 
British Rr.

Reise	 rye-zeh	 trip

sparen	 shpah-ren	 save

Bruder	 broo-duh	 brother

Schwester	 shves-tuh	 sister

More information on how to pronounce the guttural Rr will be given later 
in the chapter.

	 Ss
At the beginning or in the middle of a word, this consonant is pronounced 
like Zz. If it is a double ss, it is pronounced Ss.

singen	 zing-en	 sing

leise	 lye-zeh	 soft, quiet

Schloss	 shlawss	 palace

	 Tt
�is consonant is pronounced like the English Tt. When it is followed by 
Hh, this usually indicates a foreign word, but it is still pronounced like Tt.

tanken	 tunk-en	 �ll up with gas

raten	 rah-ten	 advise

Theorie	 tay-oh-ree	 theory

	 Vv
�is consonant is most often pronounced like an Ff, but in many foreign 
words it sounds like an English Vv.

viel	 feel	 much

vor		 fore	 before

Version	 vare-zee-one	 version

Vase	 vah-zeh	 vase

	 Ww
�is letter stands for the English consonant sound Vv.

Wasser	 wuss-uh	 water

Volkswagen	 folks-vah-gen	 Beetle, people’s car

wiegen	 vee-gen	 weigh

wo		 voe	 where
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	 Xx
�is consonant is found in few words, many of which have a foreign origin. It 
sounds much like the English Xx.

Sex	 zecks	 sex

X-Beine	 icks-bye-neh	 knock knees

X-Strahlen	 icks-shtrah-len	 X-rays

	 Zz
�is letter is always pronounced like the letters ts in the English word hats. 
But unlike English, German frequently uses this letter to begin a word. In 
the middle or at the end of a word it is sometimes accompanied by t.

Zeit	 tsyte	 time

Zug	 tsook	 train

Walzer	 vultz-uh	 waltz

Platz	 plutz	 place, space

Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each German word, paying attention to the pronunciation of the consonants 
P, Q, R, S, T, V, W, X, and Z.

Party, Preis, Tapete, Kupfer party, prize, wallpaper, copper

Quark, quali�zieren, Quittung, 
Quorum

curd cheese, qualify, receipt, quorum

Rollschuh, recht, fahren, Butter roller skate, right, drive, butter

Suppe, sagen, messen, Besen soup, say, measure, broom

Treu, Flirt, Flotte, Bart loyal, �irtation, �eet, beard

verkehrt, voll, vier, vulgar wrong, full, four, vulgar

warum, wer, Verwendung, 
anderswo

why, who, use, elsewhere

zu, Blitz, kratzen, Zeppelin to, lightning, scratch, Zeppelin
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10 Easy German Step-by-Step

There are three special letter combinations that do not follow a pattern that is 
used in English. They are pf, sp, and st.

The combination pf is unusual for English speakers, because both 
letters are pronounced in words, and at many times words can begin with this 
 combination. Practice saying the following words:

pfeifen whistle
P� anze plant
tapfer brave
Pferd horse

The combinations sp and st are not dif� cult for English speakers. The 
 confusion lies with the fact that they are both pronounced as if they began 
with the sound sh. Sp is pronounced shp, and st is pronounced sht. For 
example, sparen (shpah-ren) save and stehen (shtay-en) stand. Practice 
saying the following words:

spielen play
Speise food
Sport athletics
sprechen speak
verstehen understand
Stuhl chair
Stechen sting
Strafe punishment

 Step 2: Vowels
German vowels are similar to English vowels and are therefore easy to 
pronounce. Let’s look at each vowel and at the nuances of its pronunciation.

 Aa
� is vowel is pronounced with a long ah sound before a single consonant and 
with a short uh before a double consonant. If the vowel a precedes an Hh, it 
is pronounced long.

German Word Pronunciation Meaning

alt ult old

Frage frah-geh question

tragen trah-gen carry

fallen fuh-len fall

stehlen shtay-len steal

PPP
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	 Ee
�e long vowel sound of this letter is ay (as in stay) and precedes a single 
consonant. �e short vowel sound is pronounced eh and precedes double 
consonants.

essen	 ess-en	 eat

lesen	 laze-en	 read

egal	 ay-gahl	 no difference

besser	 bess-uh	 better

	 Ii
Like other vowels, this one is pronounced with the long ee before single  
consonants and with the short ih before double consonants.

Italien	 ee-tah-lee-en	 Italy

isst	 isst	 eats

wider	 wee-duh	 against

Bild	 bilt	 picture

	 Oo
�e long vowel oh  is used before single consonants and the short vowel aw 
before double consonants. If it precedes h, it is pronounced long.

oder	 oh-duh	 or

soll	 zawl	 should

Bohnen	 bone-en	 beans

Monat	 mone-aht	 month

stottern	 shtaw-tun	 stutter

	 Uu
�e long Uu is pronounced oo as in moon, and the short Uu is pronounced oo 
as in look. Uu is always long before the letter h.

tun		 toon (moon)	 do

Mutter	 moo-tuh (look)	 mother

Schuh	 shoo (moon)	 shoe

Mund	 moont (look)	 mouth
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	 Yy
�is vowel should be practiced carefully, because it is a sound that does not 
occur in English. It is simple to describe what to do, but to teach the muscles 
of the mouth to make the correct sound requires e�ort. Two di�erent actions 
must be done simultaneously. First, purse the lips to say a long oo. �en say 
the vowel ee. �e sound may seem weird to you at �rst, but it is the correct 
one for this letter. �e phonetic symbol for this sound is ue. Let’s practice 
some words.

Symbol	 zuem-bole	 symbol

Gymnasium	 guem-nah-zee-oom	 preparatory school

Typ	 tuep	 type

German uses an umlaut to alter the sound of three vowels. Let’s look at 
how these three vowels changed when written with an umlaut.

	 Ää
With an umlaut added, the vowel sounds very much like Ee. Consider the 
following words and their pronunciation.

älter	 ell-tuh	 older

Väter	 fay-tuh	 fathers

Krähe	 kray-eh	 crow

	 Öö
�is vowel sound can be a little tricky, but there is an easy way to arrive at 
the correct pronunciation. Say the English word her and string out the sound 
for a couple of extra seconds. Do that again, but do not pronounce the �nal�r. 
�e resulting sound is the closest to how Öö is pronounced. Practice the  
following words:

mögen	 m(er)-gen	 like

Schlösser	 shl(er)-suh	 palaces

schön	 sh(er)n	 nice, pretty
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	 Üü
�is vowel is pronounced like the German vowel Yy. Practice the following 
words:

über	 ue-buh	 over

Tür	 tue-uh	 door

Flüsse	 �uess-eh	 rivers

Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each word or phrase, paying attention to the various consonant and vowel 
sounds.

im Januar	 in January

kaufen	 sell

kleiner	 smaller

langsam	 slow

lernen	 learn

mein Bruder	 my brother

meine Frau	 my wife

sagen	 say

schön	 nice, pretty

sehr bald	 very soon

sommer	 summer

wann	 when

wo ist der Zug?	 Where is the train?

zu Hause	 at home

Letter Combinations
English combines letters to act as symbols of some speci�c sounds. For exam-
ple, s and h are combined to symbolize the fricative or rushing sound of words 
like shush and shower. A t and an h combine to stand for a unique English 
sound, in which the tongue is placed between the teeth combined with a rush 
of air. It is in such words as think and with.
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German also combines letters to symbolize special sounds. Some com-
binations are clusters of consonants, and others are combinations of vowels. 
Let’s take a look.

Consonants
	 CH

�is combination of two consonants is very common in German but unlike 
any sound in English. To make this sound, the back of the tongue is raised 
close to the roof of the mouth and air is allowed to rush through that narrow 
opening. �is provides a rasping sound. It can be heard in a Scottish word 
like loch. �is sound is not di�cult to make but requires practice and e�ort. 
�e phonetic symbol for this sound will be ch. Practice these examples.

German Word	P ronunciation	M  eaning

ach	 ahch	 oh, alas

ich	 eech	 I

nach	 nahch	 after, to

stechen	 shtehch-en	 sting

Words that end in -ig pronounce this letter combination in many regions 
as if it were written as ich. Consider, for example, König k(er)-nich king and 
ständig shten-dich constant.

	 SCH
�ese letters stand for the English sound symbolized by sh. Practice the 
following words with this sound:

Schule	 shoo-leh	 school

waschen	 wush-en	 wash

schicken	 shick-en	 send

Tisch	 tish	 table

	 TSCH
�is combination of consonants is used primarily to stand for the sound ch in 
a few foreign words. One such word in German is Tschechien chehch-ee-en 
Czech Republic.
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Vowels
	 AA

A double a in a word means that the sound is pronounced long—ah. For 
example:

German Word	P ronunciation	M  eaning

Haar	 hahr	 hair

Paar	 pahr	 pair, couple

AU
�is combination is the sound ow as in the English word how. Practice these 
words:

Frau	 frow	 woman

blau	 blow	 blue

ÄU
�ese two vowels are the symbol for the sound oy as in the English word toy.

Fräulein	 froy-line	 young woman 
		    (politically incorrect)

bräunen	 broy-nen	 tan

EE
�is double vowel means that the vowel sound is pronounced long. For 
example:

Tee	 tay	 tea

Schnee	 shnay	 snow

EU
�is vowel combination is similar to äu and is pronounced oy.

Freude	 froy-deh	 joy

scheu	 shoy	 shy

EI
�is vowel combination is pronounced like y in try.

frei	 fry	 free

neine	 nine	 no
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IE
� is double vowel is pronounced like a long ee.

sieben zee-ben seven

zieh tsee pull

OO
� e double o indicates a long oh sound. For example, the word Boot bote boat.

Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each word or phrase, paying attention to the pronunciation of the consonant 
combinations:

auf Wiedersehen good-bye

bauen build

Beere berry

brauchen need

Das ist scheußlich. That is dreadful.

gute Musik good music

Guten Tag! Hello. Good day.

ich auch me (I), too

im Frühling in the spring

Kä� g cage

neue Sportler new athletes

Schönheit beauty

Süßigkeiten sweets

Tschau! So long!

verkaufen sell

German has a special letter that does not exist in English. It is called ess-tset 
and looks like this: ß . It comes from an old printing form called Fraktur. You 
can see the entire Fraktur alphabet in Appendix A, which you can use as an 
aid when you read texts printed in the old style.

In Fraktur, there were two forms for the letter Ss: Ss, with which you are 
already familiar, and, �™�� which was used in the middle of words. This�form of 
the letter was combined with the Fraktur letter Zz and became ß. In modern 
German print it is ß. It is not a B. See Appendix A for the complete Fraktur 
alphabet.

PPP
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The letter ß is used in place of a double s when it follows a long vowel 
sound. A double s is written when it follows a short vowel sound.

Compare the following pairs of words, written in Fraktur and modern 
German printing.

Amerika  Amerika America

Deutschland Deutschland Germany

Volkswagen Volkswagen Volkswagen

Kindergarten  Kindergarten kindergarten, nursery school

Practice saying the following words:

Schloss, Kissen, muss, essen palace, pillow, must, eat

heißen, Fuß, aßen, reißen be called, foot, ate, rip

schießen, Kuss, groß, lassen shoot, kiss, big, let

wissen, biss, außer, � ießen know, bit, except, � ow

Wondering About This? The German Rr
The sound of the guttural German Rr is sometimes hard to reproduce. Here’s 
a little trick to help. First, be sure you can form the German ch sound prop-
erly. A good test is pronouncing the word ach. Remember that the back of 
the tongue is raised to near the roof of the mouth, and air is allowed to rush 
through that narrow opening. The place at the roof of the mouth where the 
speaker can feel the friction of the air when saying ach is the same place 
where the guttural Rr is produced.

The English (particularly the American) Rr is made by a sound in the throat 
while the jaw is tensed. The German Rr is not so tense. Say ach several times. 
Then say rah with the sound being made at that spot on the roof of the mouth 
where ach is said but do not let your jaw move. Practice by repeating  ach-rah 
many times. In time, you will become comfortable with this new sound. 
Remember that a � nal Rr or -er sounds like a British Rr or -er and resembles uh.

Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each German word, paying attention to the pronunciation of the 
consonant Rr.

Rad, Bruder, Ring, Rose wheel, brother, ring, rose

krank, Frau, Freund, früh sick, woman, friend, early

später, Lehrer, Rohr, stören later, teacher, cylinder, disturb

bringen, Tür, Wahrheit, Straße bring, door, truth, street

PPP
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Step 3: Cognates
Cognates are words that are identical or similar in various languages because 
they come from the same source. Many such words are of Latin origin. � ey 
are easy to recognize in writing, but their pronunciation di� ers from lan-
guage to language. � is is certainly true of German and English.

A large group of cognates ends in -tion. � at stem of the word is pro-
nounced tsee-one in German. Let’s look at a few words that have the stem 
-tion  and how they are pronounced in German. � e German meaning is usu-
ally identical to the English meaning.

German Word Pronunciation Meaning

Konstitution kone-stee-too-tsee-one constitution

Position poe-zih-tsee-one position

Quali� kation kvah-lee-fee-kah-tsee-one quali� cation

Situation zih-too-ah-tsee-one situation

Variation vah-ree-ah-tsee-one variation

� e stem ending -isch is commonly used in German. Its English counter-
part is -ic or -ical.

biologisch bee-oh-loh-gish biological

historisch hiss-tore-ish historic

hysterisch hue-stare-ish hysterical

logisch loh-gisch logical

romantisch roh-mahn-tish romantic

Many words end in -ist. � is stem usually means that a person is involved 
in a profession or regular activity.

Artist ahr-tist artist

Kapitalist kah-pee-tah-list capitalist

Komponist kome-poh-nist composer

Maschinist mah-shee-nist machinist

Pianist pee-ah-nist pianist

Some words end in -tät, which is written in English as -(i)ty.

Qualität kvah-lee-tate quality

Souveränität zoo-vair-aye-nee-tate sovereignty

Spezialität shpeh-tsee-ah-lee-tate speciality

Universität oo-nee-vair-zee-tate university
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Say It Out Loud
Pronounce each word, paying attention to how the German and English pronuncia-
tion of these words differ.

Afrika und Europa	 Africa and Europe

Apotheke	 apothecary, drugstore

Diktator	 dictator

ein amerikanischer Tourist	 an American tourist

ein Biergarten	 a beer garden

ein deutscher Jurist	 a German lawyer

ein Komputer	 a computer

ein Tiergarten	 a zoo

große Elefanten	 big elephants

Hamburg und München	 Hamburg and Munich

hundert Euro	 hundred euros

in Berlin	 in Berlin

in der Schweiz	 in Switzerland

klassische Sinfonie	 classical symphony

Mobiltelefon	 mobile (cell) phone

Präsident	 president

K	 Review Quiz 1
Choose the letter of the word or sound that best completes each sentence.

1.	The letter ß has the sound of 

a. z	 c. s

b. ss	 d. tz

2.	 The English word her can help in learning to pronounce the  
vowel sound in 

a. Schön	 c. Mein

b. Fließen	 d. Tür

3.	 The �nal letter in the word Lampe is pronounced like 

a. eh	 c. uh

b. ah	 d. eu
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4.	 The consonant combination of tsch is pronounced in English like 

a. th	 c. st

b. sh	 d. ch

5.	 To pronounce Üü, purse your lips for the vowel sound oo but say 

a. eh	 c. yoo

b. uu	 d. ee

6.	 To pronounce the guttural Rr, you should �rst learn to pronounce 

a. er	 c. ach

b. rer	 d. sch

7.	 The �rst syllable of spielen is pronounced 

a. shpee	 c. spell

b. speh	 d. shep

8.	 Circus in German is Zirkus. The �rst letter in the German word is 
pronounced 

a. z	 c. ts

b. zt	 d. ß

9.	 The vowel combination äu is pronounced like the German vowel 
combination 

a. eu	 c. ei

b. ae	 d. au

10.	 German words tend to end in 

a. short vowels	 c. long vowels

b. voiced consonants	 d. voiceless consonants
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�is chapter will introduce you to the German concept of gender. In addi-
tion, the de�nite articles and the der-words will be explained and practiced.

Some questions that will be answered are as follows:

✓� How does the German concept of gender differ from the English concept?
✓� What is the gender difference between animate and inanimate nouns?
✓� What is the relationship of der-words to the de�nite articles?

�e concept of gender is found in most European languages, but that 
concept is not static. �ere are many similarities of how gender functions in 
European languages, but there are also distinct di�erences. �is is particu-
larly true in the case of German and English.

English gender has evolved to a point where actual sexual gender domi-
nates the concept. In the English language, all things male are masculine, 
and all things female are feminine. Inanimate objects—books, rocks, cars, 
shoes, and so on—are neuter.

English often does something unique when determining the gender of an 
animal. If an animal is identi�ed by an inde�nite article (a, an), it is referred 
to by the neuter pronoun it. For example:

A horse is a farm animal. It can pull a plow or a heavily loaded wagon.

But if the animal is identi�ed with the de�nite article (the), it can be 
referred to by a gender pronoun (he, she).

The horse seems quite tired. She needs time to rest and feed.

The colt is only a day old, but he is already very active and curious.

It is possible, however, to use it at all times with animals.

2
Gender and heißen
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German Gender
German gender is only partially determined by the sex of a person or ani-
mal. In general, males are masculine, and females are feminine. But inani-
mate objects are not always considered neuter, and males and females are 
not always considered masculine and feminine, respectively. More frequently 
than determining gender by sex, the formation of a noun determines gender, 
and this is a concept that English speakers sometimes � nd di�  cult to grasp 
in the beginning. Be assured that in a short time you will accept the concept 
and use it with ease.

Step 1: Masculine
� e masculine de� nite article is der (the). Most nouns that identify a male use 
der as their de� nite article. Look at the list of nouns that follows, and pro-
nounce each one with the help of the phonetics. An accent mark is provided 
when the stress is located on the � nal syllable. Check the meaning of the 
noun to see why it is considered masculine:

Noun Phonetics Meaning

der Bauer dair bow-uh the farmer

der Bruder dair broo-duh the brother

der Herr dair hair the gentleman, Mr.

der Jurist dair yoo-ríst the lawyer

der Lehrer dair lay-ruh the teacher

der Onkel dair ohn-kel the uncle

der Pilot dair pee-lóht the pilot

der Sohn dair zone the son

der Vater dair fah-tuh the father

Just like in the English-speaking world, young boys are addressed with 
their � rst name. Some traditional and contemporary names for boys are as 
follows:

Name Phonetics

Alex ah-lex

Andreas ahn-dray-uss
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Felix	 fay-lix

Frank	 frahnk

Lars	 lahs

Martin	 mah-teen

Peter	 pay-tuh

Stefan	 shteh-fahn

Thomas	 toe-mahs

You can use these names to say hello and good-bye to someone: Guten Tag 
and Auf Wiedersehen.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, using the phonetics to help you pronounce each one 
correctly:

Guten Tag, Felix.	 goo-ten tuck fay-lix	 Hello, Felix.

Auf Wiedersehen, Martin.	 owf vee-duh-zay-en	 Good-bye, Martin. 
	   mah-teen

Guten Tag, Peter.	 goo-ten tuck pay-tuh	 Hello, Peter.

Auf Wiedersehen, Andreas.	 owf vee-duh-zay-en	 Good-bye, Andreas. 
	   ahn-dray-ahs	

Guten Tag, Thomas.	 goo-ten tuck toe-mahs	 Hello, Thomas.

Auf Wiedersehen, Frank.	 owf vee-duh-	 Good-bye, Frank. 
	   zay-en frahnk

Guten Tag, Lars.	 goo-ten tuck lahs	 Hello, Lars.

Auf Wiedersehen, Stefan.	 owf vee-duh-zay-en	 Good-bye, Stefan. 
	   shteh-fahn

Last names are used with both males and females. Some of the commonly 
used German surnames are as follows:

Surname	 Phonetics

Braun	 brown

Dorf	 dohrf

Keller	 kell-uh

Klein	 kline
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Surname	 Phonetics

Neufeld	 noy-felt

Rieger	 ree-guh

Schäfer	 shay-fuh

Schmidt	 shmitt

Schneider	 shneye-duh

Adult men are most frequently addressed with the title Herr  (Mr.). You 
can say good day to greet these men, which is Guten Tag and is used in gen-
eral to mean hello. You can also say Guten Morgen (good morning), Guten 
Abend (good evening), and Gute Nacht (good night).

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, using the phonetics to help you pronounce each one 
correctly:

Guten Tag, Herr Schmidt.	 goo-ten tuck	 Hello, Mr. Schmidt. 
	   hair shmitt

Guten Morgen, Herr Neufeld.	 goo-ten maw-gen	 Good morning,  
	   hair noy-felt	   Mr. Neufeld.

Guten Abend, Herr	 goo-ten ah-bend	 Good evening,  
  Schneider.	  hair shny-duh	  Mr. Schneider.

Gute Nacht, Herr Keller.	 goo-teh nahcht	 Good night,   
	   hair kell-uh.	   Mr. Keller.

Guten Tag, Herr Schäfer.	 goo-ten tuck	 Hello, Mr. Schäfer. 
	   hair shay-fuh

Guten Morgen, Herr Klein.	 goo-ten maw-gen	 Good morning, 
	   hair kline	   Mr. Klein.

Guten Abend, Herr Braun.	 goo-ten ah-bend	 Good evening, 
	   hair brown	   Mr. Braun.

Gute Nacht, Herr Dorf.	 goo-teh nahcht 	 Good night,  
	   hair dohrf	   Mr. Dorf

�e German word wo means where and is used to ask where someone or 
something is. For example:

Question	 Phonetics	 Meaning

Wo ist Felix?	 voh ist fay-lix	 Where is Felix?

Wo ist Herr Klein?	 voh ist hair kline	 Where is Mr. Kline?
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Wo ist Thomas?	 voh ist toe-mahs	 Where is Thomas?

Wo ist Herr Schneider?	 voh ist hair shneye-duh	 Where is Mr. Schneider?

You can answer the question by saying that the person is hier (here):

Herr Braun ist hier.	 hair brown ist hee-uh	 Mr. Brown is here.

Stefan ist hier.	 shteh-fahn ist hee-uh	 Stefan is here.

Herr Keller ist hier.	 hair kell-uh ist hee-uh	 Mr. Keller is here.

Peter ist hier.	 pay-tuh ist hee-uh	 Peter is here.

Of course, these boys and men can be in more places than just here. Let’s 
look at some of the words and phrases that give them a few more interesting 
places to be:

Question	 Phonetics	 Meaning

bei Felix	 bye fay-lix	 at Felix’s house

bei Peter	 bye pay-tuh	 at Peter’s house

da	 dah	 there

im Garten	 im gah-ten	 in the garden/yard

in Berlin	 in bare-léen	 in Berlin

in der Schweiz	 in dair shveyetse	 in Switzerland

in Hamburg	 in hahm-boork	 in Hamburg

zu Hause	 tsoo how-zah	 at home

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, and notice that two or three lines provide a miniature 
conversation:

Guten Tag, Herr Keller.	 goo-ten tuck hair kell-uh	 Hello, Mr. Keller.

Wo ist Thomas?	 voh ist toe-mahs	 Where is Thomas?

Thomas ist zu Hause.	 toe-mahs ist tsoo how-zeh	 Thomas is home.

Guten Abend, 	 goo-ten ah-bent	 Good evening,  
Herr Braun.	  hair brown 	   Mr. Brown.

Wo ist Herr Klein?	 voh ist hair kline	 Where is Mr. Kline?

Herr Klein ist in Berlin.	 hair kline ist in bare-léen	 Mr. Klein is in Berlin.

Guten Morgen, Alex.	 goo-ten maw-gen ah-lex	 Good morning, Alex.
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Wo ist Martin? voh ist mah-teen Where is Martin?

Martin ist bei Felix. mah-teen ist Martin is at 
bye fay-lix   Felix’s house.

Gute Nacht,  goo-teh nahcht Good night, 
Herr Schäfer.  hair shay-fuh   Mr. Schäfer.

Gute Nacht, Lars. goo-teh nahcht lahs Good night, Lars.

Like English, German uses Gute Nacht (good night) as a way of saying  good-bye 
at night or when someone is retiring. Auf Wiedersehen is the most common 
way of saying good-bye and means something close to until I see you again. 
That verb see is important in this phrase. You cannot use it when speaking on 
the telephone. When you say good-bye to a telephone caller, you say auf Wie-
derhören, which means approximately, until I hear your voice again. A more 
casual way of saying good-bye, which can even be used on the  telephone, is 
with the word tschüß. It is used where English speakers say so long or see you 
later. It comes from the French word adieu, and was in fashion in the German-
speaking world in the early nineteenth century. Over time, its pronunciation 
became corrupted, and in twentieth-century Germany it is pronounced chuess. 
Look at the following examples of people saying good-bye:

Auf Wiedersehen,  owf vee-duh-zay-en Good-bye, 
 Herr Keller.  hair kell-uh  Mr. Keller.

Gute Nacht, Alex. goo-teh nahcht Good night, 
  ah-lex  Alex.

Auf Widerhören,  owf vee-duh-h(er)-ren Good-bye,  
 Herr Schmidt.   hair shmitt  Mr. Schmidt.

Tschüß, Andreas. chuess ahn-dray-us So long, Andreas.

It was stated earlier that the gender of a noun is often determined not by 
its meaning but by the formation of the word. For example, a noun that ends 
in -er is often masculine even when that noun does not refer to a male. � is 
is also true of nouns that end in -el and -en. Pronounce each of the following 
nouns, and check out their meaning:

Noun Phonetics Meaning

der Keller dair kell-uh the cellar, basement

der Wecker dair veck-uh the alarm clock

der Löffel dair l(er)-fell the spoon

der Mantel dair munn-tell the coat

der Boden dair boh-den the � oor

der Wagen dair vah-gen the car

PPP
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Determining gender in German is sometimes a compelling task. �e pre-
vious statement about nouns ending in -er, -el, and -en was made with the 
intentional adverb often. German likes to break its own rules, and you will 
discover words of other genders with these same endings. But the endings 
-er, -el, and -en tend to put such nouns in the masculine column.

	 Ihr and mein
�e adjectives Ihr  and mein are your and my, respectively, and can modify 
any masculine noun. Take note how they are used in the following sentences:

Noun	 Phonetics	 Meaning

Guten Abend,	 goo-ten ah-bent	 Good evening,  
  Herr Braun.	   hair brown	   Mr. Braun.

Guten Abend, Alex.	 goo-ten ah-bent ah-lex	 Good evening, Alex.

Ist Ihr Sohn zu Hause?	 ist eer zohn tsoo	 Is your son at home?
	   how-zeh

Mein Sohn ist bei Felix.	 mine zohn ist	 My son is at
	   bye fay-lix	   Felix’s house.

Guten Morgen, 	 goo-ten maw-gen	 Good morning,  
  Herr Schmidt.	  hair shmitt	   Mr. Schmidt.

Ist Ihr Vater in	 ist eer fah-tuh in	 Is your father in
  der Schweiz?	  dair shveyetze	  Switzerland?

Mein Vater ist in Berlin.	 mine fah-tuh ist	 My father is in Berlin.
	   in bare-léen

Guten Tag, Herr Keller.	 goo-ten tuck	 Good day, Mr. Keller.
	   hair kell-uh

Ist Ihr Mantel hier?	 ist eer munn-tell	 Is your coat here?
	   hee-uh

Mein Mantel ist	 mine munn-tell ist	 My coat is in the garden.
  im Garten.	   im gah-ten

Wo ist Ihr Bruder?	 voh ist eer broo-duh	 Where is your brother?

Mein Bruder ist bei	 mine broo-duh	 My brother is at
  Peter.	   ist bye pay-tuh	  Peter’s house.

Wo ist Ihr Wecker?	 voh ist eer veck-uh	 Where is your alarm 
		    clock?

Mein Wecker ist	 mine veck-uh	 My alarm clock is at
  zu Hause.	   ist tsoo how-zeh	  home.
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Perhaps you have noticed that some words are always capitalized. German 
has a very simple rule: capitalize all nouns. This is different from English, 
because we only capitalize proper nouns. In German, � rst names, surnames, 
and all other nouns are capitalized. The adjective Ihr is also always capital-
ized when it means your. Some examples of capitalization include:

Martin der Lehrer teacher
Herr Braun mein Wagen car
Alex Keller Ihr Bruder brother
Thomas der Bauer farmer

K Exercise 2.1

Complete each sentence with any appropriate word or phrase from this chapter:

1. Mein  ist im Garten.

2. Wo ist Ihr ?

3. Guten , Herr Schneider.

4.  Wiedersehen, Thomas.

5. Ihr  ist in Hamburg.

6. Ist  zu Hause?

7. Mein Onkel ist bei .

8. Stefan  hier.

9. Ist der Bauer in ?

10.  Lehrer ist in Amerika.

Step 2: Feminine
� e feminine de� nite article is die (the). It is used to modify most nouns that 
describe females. For example:

Noun Phonetics Meaning

die Bäuerin dee boy-uh-rin the female farmer

die Frau dee frow the woman, Mrs., Ms.

die Kellnerin dee kell-nuh-rin the waitress

die Lehrerin dee lay-ruh-rin the female teacher

PPP
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die Mutter dee moo-tuh the mother

die Schwester dee shves-tuh the sister

die Tante dee tun-teh the aunt

die Tochter dee tawch-tuh the daughter

Wondering About This? The Ending -in
Perhaps you noticed in the previous list of feminine nouns that three of them 
ended in -in. That little ending is a signal that the noun in question will always 
be feminine. And it is most often the feminine counterpart of a masculine 
noun that is identical except for that ending. Look at these examples:

Noun Phonetics Meaning

die Bäuerin/der Bauer boy-uh-rin/bow-uh farmer
die Lehrerin/der Lehrer lay-ruh-(rin) teacher 
die Kellnerin/der Kellner kell-nuh-(rin) waitress/waiter
die Juristin/der Jurist yoo-rist-(in) lawyer
die Studentin/der Student shtoo-dent-(in) student
die Wirtin/der Wirt veert-(in) landlady/landlord

If you know a feminine noun that ends in -in, you can be certain that 
there is a masculine counterpart to that noun.

Let’s look at some names for females. Some are traditional, and others are 
contemporary:

Name Phonetics

Angela ahn-geh-luh

Gabi gah-bee

Ingrid een-greet

Monika moe-nee-kuh

Sonja zone-yuh

Susanne zoo-zuh-neh

Tina tee-nuh

Ursula oor-zoo-luh

You can address a young girl by her � rst name, but an adult woman is 
addressed with the title Frau (frow) and her last name. Frau not only means 
woman and wife; it is the only title that is presently considered politically cor-
rect for both married and single women. � erefore, it also means Mrs., Miss, 
and Ms.

PPP
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Many nouns that describe an inanimate object are feminine—that is, they 
use die as their de�nite article. Many such nouns end in -e:

Noun	 Phonetics	 Meaning

die Lampe	 dee lum-peh	 the lamp

die Schule	 dee shoo-leh	 the school

die Küche	 dee kue-ch-eh	 the kitchen

die Tür	 dee tue-uh	 the door

die Decke	 dee deck-eh	 the blanket

die Milch	 dee milch	 the milk

die Uhr	 dee oo-uh	 the clock

die Straße	 dee shtrah-she	 the street

die Tasche	 dee tush-eh	 the (hand)bag

When you modify feminine nouns with Ihr and mein, they change to 
Ihre and meine. �e meaning has not changed, but the gender has. Just as 
the de�nite article ends in -e, the adjectives also end in -e: Ihre Schule your 
school and meine Uhr my clock.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, using the phonetics to help you pronounce each one 
correctly:

Guten Morgen, Frau Benz.	 goo-ten maw-gen	 Good morning, Ms. Benz.
		    frow bents

Guten Morgen, Tina.	 goo-ten maw-gen	 Good morning, Tina.
		    tee-nuh

Wo ist Ursula?	 voh ist oor-zoo-luh	 Where is Ursula?

Ursula ist in Berlin.	 oor-zoo-luh ist	 Ursula is in Berlin.
		    in bare-léen

Guten Abend, 	 goo-ten ah-bent	 Good evening, 
  Frau Schneider.	  frow shneye-duh	  Ms. Schneider.

Guten Abend, Gabi.	 goo-ten ah-ben	 Good evening, Gabi.
		    gah-bee

Ist Angela zu Hause?	 ist ahn-geh-luh	 Is Angela at home?
		    tsoo how-zeh
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Ja, Angela ist im Garten. yah ahn-geh-luh Yes, Angela is in the
ist im gah-ten  garden.

Guten Tag, Frau Keller. goo-ten tuck Hello, Ms. Keller.
frow kell-uh

Guten Tag, Sonja. goo-ten tuck Hello, Sonja.
zone-yuh

Wo ist Ihre Tasche? voh ist eer-eh Where is your purse?
tush-eh

Meine Tasche ist hier. mine-eh tush-eh My purse is here.
ist hee-ah

K Exercise 2.2

Provide the de� nite article for each noun (der or die). Then reword the phrase with 
the correct form of Ihr and mein. For example:

der Vater Ihr Vater mein Vater

1.  Onkel  

2.  Tante  

3.  Tasche  

4.  Wagen  

5.  Lehrerin  

6.  Mantel  

7.  Schwester  

8.  Sohn  

9.  Tochter  

 Step 3: Neuter
Neuter nouns are always modi� ed by the de� nite article das (the). As in 
English, many neuter nouns are inanimate objects, but some neuter nouns 
refer to people. � is usually occurs when the noun is a diminutive—that is, a 
noun that describes something small or in its infancy. Two su�  xes tell that 
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something is diminutive: -chen and -lein. For example, the noun Frau was 
often formed as a diminutive with -lein: Fräulein froy-line. �is suggested 
that the meaning was little woman. �e same word formerly was used as the 
title Miss. Practice saying the following neuter nouns:

Noun	 Phonetics	 Meaning

das Auto	 duss ow-toe	 the car, automobile

das Haus	 duss howss	 the house

das Kind	 duss kint	 the child

das Mädchen	 duss mayt-chen	 the girl

das Buch	 duss booch	 the book

das Röslein	 duss r(er)ss-line	 the little rose

das Geld	 duss gelt	 the money

das Land	 duss lunt	 the land, country

das Fenster	 duss fen-stuh	 the window

When you modify a neuter word with Ihr or mein, no additional ending 
is needed, for example, das Kind, Ihr Kind , mein Kind and das Auto, Ihr 
Auto, mein Auto.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, using the phonetics to help you pronounce each one 
correctly:

Das Haus ist groß.	 duss howss ist grohss	 The house is big.

Das Land ist groß.	 duss lunt ist grohss	 The country is big.

Das Fenster ist groß.	 duss fen-stuh ist grohss	 The window is big.

Das Auto ist klein.	 duss ow-toe ist kline	 The car is little.

Das Buch ist klein.	 duss booch ist kline	 The book is little.

Das Kind ist klein.	 duss kint ist kline	 The child is little.

Wo ist das Mädchen?	 voh ist duss mayt-chen	 Where is the girl?

Das Mädchen	 duss mayt-chen ist	 The girl is at 
  ist zu Hause.	  tsoo how-zeh	   home.

Wo ist das Geld?	 voh ist duss gelt	 Where is the money?
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Das Geld ist hier.	 duss gelt ist hee-uh	 The money is here.

Ist Ihr Kind im Garten?	 ist eer kint	 Is your child in the 
		    im gah-ten	   garden?

Ja, mein Kind	 yah mine kint ist	 Yes, my child 
  ist im Garten.	   im gah-ten	   is in the garden.

K	 Exercise 2.3

Provide the de�nite article for each noun (der, die, or das). Then reword the phrase 
with the correct form of Ihr  and mein. For example:

der Vater	 Ihr Vater	 mein Vater

1.	  Mutter	 	

2.	  Buch	 	

3.	  Pilot	 	

4.	  Röslein	 	

5.	  Geld	 	

6.	  Jurist	 	

7.	  Lehrerin	 	

8.	  Tante	 	

9.	  Schwester	 	

10.	   Auto	 	

Heißen
�e verb heißen  is important because it is used in a special way to give one’s 
name. �ere is another phrase that looks much like English: Mein Name ist 
Alex. My name is Alex. But it is just as likely that a German will use heißen 
to give his or her name. �is special verb has the meaning be called. In Ger-
man, you are saying: I am called, you are called, he is called, and so on. Let’s look 
at some phrases with this verb.
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Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the use of the verb heißen:

Sie heißen Frau Keller. Your name is Ms. Keller.

Heißen Sie Herr Benz? Is your name Mr. Benz?

Nein, ich heiße Alex Schmidt. No, my name is Alex Schmidt.

Heißen Sie Angela? Is your name Angela?

Ja, ich heiße Angela. Yes, my name is Angela.

Nein, ich heiße Tina. No, my name is Tina.

Wie heißen Sie? What is your name?

Ich heiße Thomas. My name is Thomas.

Wie heißt das Mädchen? What is the girl’s name?

Das Mädchen heißt Sonja. The girl’s name is Sonja.

Wie heißt der Junge? What is the boy’s name?

Der Junge heißt Andreas. The boy’s name is Andreas.

You certainly noticed that the verb heißen made changes to its ending. These 
changes were conjugational endings. English has conjugational endings for the 
various persons (� rst person, second person, and third person singular and 
plural), but most English verbs have no additional ending except for the third 
personal singular, which requires an -s ending. For example:

 Singular Plural

First person: I sing we sing

Second person: you sing you sing

Third person: he sings they sing

  she sings the girls sing

  it sings 

  the girl sings

German also has conjugational endings. You encountered three of them 
with the verb heißen:

ich heiße my name is/I am called

Sie heißen your name is/you are called

der Junge heißt the boy’s name is/the boy is called

Take note that the pronoun Sie (you) is always capitalized. More will be 
explained about conjugations in Chapter 3.

PPP
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K	 Exercise 2.4

Fill in the blank with any appropriate word. For example:

Mein Vater heißt Peter Schmidt.

1.	Das Mädchen  in Berlin.

2.	Wie  Sie?

3.	 Ihre  heißt Sonja.

4.	 Ist  Bruder im Garten?

5.	 Ist das  groß?

6.	Mein  heißt Martin.

7.	  ist Ihr Auto?

8.	  heiße Angela Schneider.

9.	Der  heißt Andreas Braun.

10.	Wie heißen ?

K	 Review Quiz 2

Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	Meine  ist in der Schweiz.

a. Onkel	 c. Tochter

b. Geld	 d. Fenster

2.	 Wo  Ihr Lehrer?

a. ist	 c. mein

b. heißt	 d. Lehrerin

3.	 Ist Ihre Mutter ?

a. zu Hause	 c. Hamburg

b. Garten	 d. mein

4.	 Wie heißt ?

a. in Berlin	 c. Sie

b. die Kellnerin	 d. ich
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5.	  Herr Benz in München?

a. Wo	 c. Heißt

b. Ist	 d. Heißen

6.	 Mein  ist Pilot.

a. Schwester	 c. Buch

b. Frau Schäfer	 d. Bruder

7.	 Ist mein  in Berlin?

a. Onkel	 c. Ihr

b. Küche	 d. in der Schweiz

8.	 Mein Haus ist .

a. wie	 c. Straße

b. groß	 d. heißen

9.	   heißen Sie?

a. Wo	 c. Frau Neufeld

b. Thomas	 d. Wie

10.	 Mein Buch ist .

a. klein	 c. wie

b. Haus	 d. Ihre

New Vocabulary

auf Wiederhören	 good-bye (on the telephone)

auf Wiedersehen	 good-bye

Auto (n.)	 car, automobile

Bauer (m.)	 farmer

Bäuerin (f.)	 female farmer

bei	 by, at, at the house of

Boden (m.)	 the �oor

Buch (n.)	 book

da	 there

Decke (f.)	 blanket

Fenster (n.)	 window
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Frau (f.)	 woman, Mrs., Ms.

Garten (m.)	 garden

Geld (n.)	 money

groß	 big

Gute Nacht	 good night

Guten Abend	 good evening

Guten Morgen	 good morning

Guten Tag	 good day, hello

Haus (n.)	 house

heißen	 be named, be called

hier	 here

Ihr	 your

Jurist (m.)	 lawyer

Keller (m.)	 the cellar, basement

Kellnerin (f.)	 waitress

Kind (n.)	 child

klein	 little, small

Küche (f.)	 kitchen

Lampe (f.)	 lamp

Land (n.)	 land, country

Lehrer (m.)	 teacher

Lehrerin (f.)	 female teacher

Löffel (m.)	 the spoon

Mädchen (n.)	 girl

Mantel (m.)	 the coat

mein	 my

Milch (f. )	 milk

Mutter (f.)	 mother

Pilot (m.)	 pilot

Röslein (n.)	 little rose

Schule (f.)	 school

Schweiz (f.)	 Switzerland

Schwester (f.)	 sister
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Sohn (m.)	 son

Straße (f.)	 street

Tante (f.)	 aunt

Tasche (f.)	 (hand)bag

Tochter (f.)	 daughter

Tür (f.)	 door

Uhr (f.)	 clock

Vater (m.)	 father

Wagen (m.)	 car

Wecker (m.)	 the alarm clock

wo	 where

zu Hause	 at home
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�is chapter provides your �rst look at the German personal pronouns. �e 
conjugation of the verb sein in the present tense is also introduced.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� What are the German personal pronouns, and how are they used?
✓� How are der-words used?
✓� How is the verb sein conjugated in the present tense?
✓� How is the verb sein used with the personal pronouns?
✓� How is the verb sein used with nouns?

�e English personal pronouns are used in place of nouns and names. 
�ey make sentences less wordy and awkward sounding and make the doer 
of an action speci�cally �rst, second, or third personal singular or plural. �e 
English personal pronouns are I, you, he, she, it , we, and they.

Let’s assume there is a man named John. It would seem strange to use his 
name every time someone wanted to state something that John is doing or 
did. For example:

John lived in Washington. John married a girl from his high school. John 
has two children.

English is more �exible than that. It provides third person singular pro-
nouns (he, she, it) that can replace a name or noun and make speech or writing 
�ow less awkwardly. For example:

John lived in Washington. He married a girl from his high school. He has 
two children.

All of the English personal pronouns are used in this way.

3
Nominative Pronouns, der-Words, 

and the Verb sein
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German Personal Pronouns
German personal pronouns function in much the same way: they are replace-
ments for names and nouns and make the language � ow easily while retain-
ing the idea of who the doer of an action is without continually naming that 
person. � e personal pronouns are:

 Singular Plural

First person: ich I wir we

Second person: du you ihr you

 Sie you (formal) Sie you (formal)

Third person: er he, it sie they

 sie she, it

 es it, he, she

Step 1: � ird Person Pronouns and Gender
In Chapter 2, you discovered how the gender of a noun is determined and 
thereby which of the de� nite articles (der, die, das the) to use with a noun. 
� e main lesson of German gender is that it is not necessarily sexual gender. 
Often the formation of the word can determine the gender. For example:

Masculine  Feminine  Neuter

der Bruder brother die Tante aunt das Mädchen girl

der Keller cellar die Lampe lamp das Haus house

When the concept of German gender is understood, it is time to add the 
third person pronouns to the equation. � ese pronouns conform to the gen-
der of the noun and, like nouns, do not always re� ect the sexual gender of the 
noun. If a masculine noun refers to an inanimate object, its pronoun replace-
ment must be masculine (er), even though the meaning of the noun is an 
inanimate object and not a male. � e same thing occurs with feminine and 
neuter nouns. � at is the reason for the translation of er, sie, and es as he 
and it , she and it, and it and he and she for masculine, feminine, and neuter, 
respectively. Let’s look at some example sentences that illustrate this use of 
gender with pronouns.
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Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, while paying close attention to the gender of the nouns 
and pronouns.

Der Lehrer ist zu Hause.	 The teacher is at home.

Er ist zu Hause.	 He is at home.

Der Tisch ist in der Küche.	 The table is in the kitchen.

Er ist in der Küche.	 It is in the kitchen.

Die Frau ist im Garten.	 The woman is in the garden.

Sie ist im Garten.	 She is in the garden.

Die Tasche ist im Garten.	 The handbag is in the garden.

Sie ist im Garten.	 It is in the garden.

Das Kind ist bei Sonja.	 The child is at Sonja’s house.

Es ist bei Sonja.	 He/She is at Sonja’s house.

Der Wagen ist alt.	 The car is old.

Er ist alt.	 It is old.

Die Decke ist da.	 The blanket is there.

Sie is da.	 It is there.

Das Mädchen heißt Monika.	 The girl’s name is Monika.

Es heißt Monika.	 Her name is Monika.

Notice in each of the preceding sentences that the verb used with the 
noun is the same as the one used with the pronoun: Die Decke ist da. Sie ist 
da. Das Mädchen heißt Monika. Es heißt Monika.

K	 Exercise 3.1
Provide the pronoun (er, sie, es) that is the appropriate replacement for the noun. For 
example:

der Vater	 er

1.	 die Mutter	

2.	 das Buch	

3.	 der Wagen	
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4.	 der Richter	

5.	 die Lehrerin	

6.	 das Röslein	

7.	 das Bad	

8.	 die Vase	

9.	 der Tisch	

10.	 die Schule	

When Ihr(e) or mein(e) are used in place of the de�nite article, the pro-
noun that replaces the noun phrase still conforms to the gender of the noun. 
For example:

Der Wagen ist da. The car is there.	 Er ist da. It is there.

Ihr Wagen ist da. Your car is there.	 Er ist da. It is there.

Mein Wagen ist da. My car is there.	 Er ist da. It is there.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to how mein and Ihr are used:

Der Mann ist alt.	 The man is old.

Mein Vater ist alt.	 My father is old.

Das Kind ist im Garten.	 The child is in the garden.

Ihr Kind ist im Garten.	 Your child is in the garden.

Wo ist die Decke?	 Where is the blanket?

Wo ist meine Decke?	 Where is my blanket?

Der Pilot ist in der Schweiz.	 The pilot is in Switzerland.

Ihr Sohn ist in der Schweiz.	 Your son is in Switzerland.

Ihre Schwester ist in Berlin.	 Your sister is in Berlin.

Ist das Auto alt?	 Is the car old?

Ist Ihr Auto zu Hause?	 Is your car at home?

Wie heißt die Frau?	 What is the woman’s name?

Meine Frau heißt Angela.	 My wife’s name is Angela.

Heißt der Junge Alex?	 Is the boy’s name Alex?

Heißt das Mädchen Tina?	 Is the girl’s name Tina?
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Let’s learn some new adjectives that will come in handy when using the 
German already introduced.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the adjective shown in bold.

Das Mädchen ist jung.	 The girl is young.

Ist Ihr Wagen neu?	 Is your car new?

Das Haus ist weiß.	 The house is white.

Mein Hut ist schwarz.	 My hat is black.

Ist Ihre Bluse rot?	 Is your blouse red?

Der Bleistift ist kurz.	 The pencil is short.

Die Straße ist lang.	 The street is long.

Mein Rock ist grün.	 My skirt is green.

Ist Ihr Hemd blau?	 Is your shirt blue?

Welche Farbe hat das Kleid?	 What color is the dress?

Das Kleid ist gelb.	 The dress is yellow.

K	 Exercise 3.2
Reword each sentence by changing the personal pronoun to any appropriate noun 
with its correct de�nite article. For example:

Es ist alt.

Das Auto ist alt.

1.	Er ist jung.
�

2.	Sie ist lang.
�

3.	Es ist rot.
�

4.	Er ist neu.
�

Swick_CH03.indd   43 10/31/2014   9:54:49 AM



44 Easy German Step-by-Step

5. Sie ist schwarz.

6. Es ist klein.

7. Er ist groß.

8. Sie ist gelb.

9. Es ist blau.

10. Er ist weiß.

Step 2: Der-Words
A small group of words called der-words follows the gender pattern of the 
de� nite articles. You have already encountered one of these words: welcher
(which, what). � e other three der- words are dieser (this), jener (that), and 
jeder (each, every). When they modify a masculine noun, they end in -er just 
like the de� nite article der. For example:

der Mantel the coat

welcher Mantel which (what) coat

dieser Mantel this coat

jener Mantel that coat

jeder Mantel each (every) coat

Perhaps you are beginning to see just how important gender is in speaking 
and writing German correctly. But have no fear. If you ever make a mistake 
with gender, it is not a terrible sin. You will still be understood and be able to 
communicate. With time and practice, your accuracy will develop, and con-
forming to how German uses gender becomes quite natural.

� e feminine de� nite article ends in -e. When the der-words modify 
feminine nouns, they end in -e. � e neuter de� nite article ends in -s. When 
the der-words modify neuter nouns, they end in -es. Let’s practice some 
sentences with feminine and neuter nouns.

Swick_CH03.indd   44 10/31/2014   9:54:54 AM



	 Nominative Pronouns, der-Words, and the Verb sein� 45

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the gender endings on the  
der-words:

Die Frau ist alt.	 The woman is old.

Welche Frau ist jung?	 Which woman is young?

Diese Frau ist meine Mutter.	 This woman is my mother.

Jene Frau heißt Angela.	 That woman’s name is Angela.

Das Haus ist weiß.	 The house is white.

Welches Haus ist groß?	 Which house is big?

Dieses Haus ist neu.	 This house is new.

Jenes Haus ist klein.	 That house is small.

Ist jedes Haus alt?	 Is every house old?

K	 Exercise 3.3
Provide the missing der-words for the noun given. For example:

	 Auto	 das	 welches	 dieses	 jenes	 jedes

			  welch—	 dies—	 jen—	 jed—

1.	 Wagen	 der	 	 	 	

2.	 Küche	 	 	 	 jene	

3.	 Mantel	 	 	 	 	 jeder

4.	 Bluse	 die	 	 	 	

5.	 Buch	 	 	 	 jenes	

6.	 Garten	 	 welcher	 	 	

7.	 Rock	 der	 	 	 	

8.	 Bleistift	 	 	 	 	 jeder

9.	 Schule	 	 	 diese	 	

10.	 Kind	 	 welches	 	 	
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Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the questions and their answers:

Welche Farbe hat Ihr Wagen? What color is your car?

Mein Wagen ist rot. My car is red.

Ist Ihr Wagen neu oder alt? Is your car new or old?

Er ist neu.  It is new.

Ist diese Bluse gelb oder weiß? Is this blouse yellow or white?

Diese Bluse ist gelb. This blouse is yellow.

Welches Haus ist klein? Which house is little?

Jenes Haus ist klein. That house is little.

Wie heißt dieses Mädchen? What is this girl’s name?

Dieses Mädchen heißt Tina. This girl’s name is Tina.

Jenes Mädchen ist schön. That girl is pretty.

Jedes Mädchen ist schön. Every girl is pretty.

Welche Farbe hat das Hemd? What color is the shirt?

Das Hemd ist braun. The shirt is brown.

Ist dieses Hemd neu oder alt? Is this shirt new or old?

� ere are two more third person pronouns that are important for asking 
questions: wer (who) and was (what). Notice in the sentences that follow, that 
the de� nite article das is used to mean that in questions and answers.

Wondering About This? welche Farbe
Let’s take a moment to look at this question: Welche Farbe hat das Hemd? It 
is translated as: What color is the shirt? But it must be obvious to you that it 
does not exactly mean that word for word. The actual German words translate 
as What color does the shirt have? It is a special usage when asking about 
colors. But the answer has a word-for-word translation, because the word 
Farbe (color) is not used in the answer: Das Hemd ist rot. The shirt is red.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to how wer and was are used:

Wer ist das? Who is that?

Das ist mein Freund. That is my friend.

Ist das Ihr Bruder? Is that your brother?

PPP
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Nein, das ist mein Vetter. No, that is my cousin. (male cousin)

Wer ist das? Who is that?

Das ist meine Freundin. That is my girlfriend.

Ist das Ihre Schwester? Is that your sister?

Nein, das ist meine Cousine. No, that is my cousin. (female cousin)

Was ist das? What is that?

Das ist mein Fotoapparat. That is my camera.

Ist Ihr Fotoapparat alt? Is your camera old?

Nein, er ist neu. No, it is new.

Was ist das? What is that?

Das ist der Laptop. That is the laptop.

Ist das mein Laptop? Is that my laptop?

Ja, das ist Ihr Laptop. Yes, that is your laptop.

A Useful Little Phrase
You already know the words was and ist. They can be used in a special way 
that is quite simple to say but has a meaning different from the meaning of the 
words themselves.

Was ist? What is it? What’s up?

Think of the English translation: What’s up? In that example, the meaning 
of the question is not derived from the meaning of those two words. That’s 
quite similar to what German is doing. In several of the chapters that follow, 
other such idioms will be included.

K Exercise 3.4
Use the cue words given to create a question and an answer. Use a pronoun (er, sie, 
es) as the subject in the answer. For example:

Haus/weiß

Welche Farbe hat das Haus?

Es ist weiß.

1. Hemd/blau

PPP
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2.	Bluse/grün
�
�

3.	Fotoapparat/schwarz
�
�

4.	Wagen/rot
�
�

5.	Vase/gelb
�
�

�e Verb sein
�e verb sein  is the German in�nitive that means be in English. German 
in�nitives end in -n or -en. English in�nitives are sometimes preceded by the 
fragment word to: be or to be, come or to come. An in�nitive is the base form of 
a verb. To use it in sentences, it has to be conjugated. �at word simply means 
that speci�c endings are used with speci�c personal pronouns. Let’s look at 
the conjugation of be in English. You’ll notice that the verb be does not appear 
in this irregular conjugation:

	 Singular	 Plural

First person:	 I am	 we are

Second person:	 you are	 you are

Third person:	 he is	 they are

	 she is

	 it is

You could say I are instead of I am and be understood, but the conjugation 
illustrates which verb is appropriate for the pronoun I.

Now let’s look at the conjugation of the German verb sein, which also is 
an irregular conjugation:
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 Singular  Plural

First person: ich bin I am wir sind we are

Second person: du bist you are ihr seid you are

 Sie sind you are Sie sind you are

Third person: er ist he is sie sind they are

 sie ist she is

 es ist it is

� is chapter has stressed the use of ist in sentences. Now let’s look at how 
the other personal pronouns are used with the verb sein.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the verb sein and the personal 
pronouns:

Bin ich in Hamburg? Am I in Hamburg?

Nein, du bist in Berlin. No, you are in Berlin.

Er ist mein Freund. He is my friend.

Ist sie Ihre Freundin? Is she your girlfriend?

Ist Ihr Hemd grün? Is the shirt green?

Ja, es ist grün. Yes, it is green.

Sind Sie zu Hause, Frau Bauer? Are you at home, Ms. Bauer?

Nein, ich bin im Park. No, I’m at the park.

Wo sind wir? Where are we?

Wir sind in der Küche. We are in the kitchen.

Ihr seid im Garten. You are in the garden.

Sind sie klein oder groß? Are they little or big?

Sie sind klein. They are little.

Wondering About This? du, ihr, and Sie
We need to clear up any confusion about du, ihr, and Sie with a capital S and 
sie with a small s.

All three pronouns (du, ihr, Sie) mean you in modern English. There was 
a time when English had other forms for this second person pronoun: thou, 
thee, and ye. But today English always uses the plural form of you for both 
 singular and plural meanings. That’s why you is always followed by a plural 
verb, such as are.

PPP
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German still has more than one pronoun in the second person. Du is 
always singular and informal and is used with close friends, children, and 
family members. Ihr is the plural of du. Sie is always formal and can be  
singular or plural, just like you. It is used with strangers, people of authority, 
and just to be polite.

The pronoun Sie is never confused with sie, because of the way it is used. 
The pronoun sie with a singular verb (ist) always means she or it, and sie with 
a plural verb (sind) always means they. Both are spelled with a small s except 
at the beginning of a sentence.

Perhaps it seems a bit complicated, but in time it becomes quite natural 
and easy to use.

Nouns are either third person singular or third person plural. �at means 
that they use only the conjugated forms ist or sind of the in�nitive sein. For 
example:

Die Frau ist zu Hause.	 The woman is at home.

Thomas und Sonja sind zu Hause.	 Thomas and Sonja are at home.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the questions and their answers:

Ist Herr Braun in München?	 Is Mr. Brown in Munich?

Nein, er ist in Heidelberg.	 No, he is in Heidelberg.

Wo bin ich?	 Where am I?

Du bist im Keller.	 You are in the cellar.

Sind Sie Richterin, Frau Bauer?	 Are you a judge, Ms. Bauer?

Nein, ich bin Lehrerin.	 No, I am a teacher.

Sind Erik und Monika Amerikaner?	 Are Erik and Monika Americans?

Nein, sie sind Deutsche.	 No, they are Germans.

Was sind das?	 What are those?

Das sind deutsche Autos.	 Those are German cars.

Kinder, wo seid ihr?	 Children, where are you?

Wir sind im Garten.	 We are in the garden.

Tina und Erik sind in Hamburg.	 Tina and Erik are in Hamburg.

Ist Ihr Haus in Berlin?	 Is your house in Berlin?

Die Kinder sind in der Küche.	 The children are in the kitchen.
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K	 Exercise 3.5
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb sein. For example:

Er ist mein Freund.

1.	  ihr Deutsche oder Amerikaner?

2.	 Ich  bei Erik.

3.	Wo  es?

4.	Du  jung.

5.	Der Lehrer und die Lehrerin  alt.

6.	Wir  im Keller.

7.	Sie (they)  braun und weiß.

8.	 Ihr  groß.

9.	  du Amerikanerin?

10.	Guten Abend.  Sie Frau Keller?

You now know enough German to do some actual reading. It is always 
a good practice to say everything out loud, so as you read you may want to 
speak in a full voice. Most chapters will have a text to read in German, and 
none will be accompanied by a translation.

e Let’s Read

Read the following dialogue, and determine the meanings of the lines on your 
own.

TINA: Guten Tag, Andreas.

ANDREAS: Guten Tag, Tina.

TINA: Wer ist das?

ANDREAS: Das ist meine Cousine. Sie ist Amerikanerin.

TINA: Wo ist Thomas?

ANDREAS: Mein Bruder ist zu Hause.

TINA: Auf Wiedersehen.

ANDREAS: Tschüß, Tina.
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K	 Review Quiz 3
Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence:

1.	 Ist das Ihr ?

a. Mutter	 c. Cousine

b. Vetter	 d. Lehrerin

2.	 Ist die Bluse blau? Nein  ist gelb.

a. sie	 c. er

b. es	 d. Sie

3.	 Wir  im Park.

a. ist	 c. bin

b. seid	 d. sind

4.	 Das ist meine Tante.  ist alt.

a. Er	 c. Ihr

b. Sie	 d. Es

5.	 Kinder, seid  im Garten?

a. du	 c. ihr

b. Sie	 d. mein

6.	 Wer ist ?

a. Sie	 c. im

b. das	 d. ich

7.	 Wo  ich?

a. bin	 c. seid

b. ist	 d. bist

8.	 Mein Hemd ist weiß.  ist neu.

a. Du	 c. Ihr

b. Sie	 d. Es

9.	 Meine Freundin ist .

a. Amerikanerin	 c. Ihr Lehrer

b. was	 d. Kinder

10.	  ist das?

a. Sie sind	 c. Monika und Andreas

b. Was	 d. Sein
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New Vocabulary

alt	 old

blau	 blue

Bleistift (m.)	 pencil

Bluse (f.)	 blouse

braun	 brown

Cousine (f.)	 cousin (female)

dieser	 this

Farbe (f.)	 color

Fotoapparat (m.)	 camera

Freundin (f.)	 girlfriend

gelb	 yellow

grün	 green

Hut (m.)	 hat

jeder	 each, every

jener	 that

jung	 young

Kleid (n.) 	 dress

kurz	 short

lang	 long

Laptop (n.) 	 laptop

neu	 new

rot	 red

schön	 pretty, nice

schwarz	 black

Schwester (f.)	 sister

sein (bin, bist, ist, sind, seid)	 be (am, are, is)

Vetter (m.)	 cousin

was	 what

weiß	 white

welcher	 which, what

wer	 who

Swick_CH03.indd   53 10/31/2014   9:54:57 AM



Swick_CH03.indd   54 10/31/2014   9:54:57 AM

This page intentionally left blank 



55

�is chapter illustrates the form and use of ein-words and possessive adjec-
tives. �e conjugation of the verb haben as well as other present tense verbs 
will be introduced.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� How are ein-words different from der-words?
✓� How does gender affect the possessive adjectives?
✓� How is haben conjugated?
✓� What are the conjugational endings of the regular present tense?

Ein-Words
In Chapter 2, you came face-to-face with der-words. Another category of 
words is called ein-words because they follow the pattern of the inde�-
nite article ein (a, an). Just like der-words, the ein-words conform to the  
German rules of gender.

All masculine and neuter words use ein as their inde�nite article. Let’s 
look at some examples:

ein Apfel (der)	 an apple

ein Bleistift (der)	 a pencil

ein Mann (der)	 a man

ein Student (der)	 a student

ein Stuhl (der)	 a chair

ein Buch (das)	 a book

4
Ein-Words, haben, and the  

Present Tense
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ein Kind (das)	 a child

ein Sweatshirt (das)	 a sweatshirt

ein Telefon (das)	 a telephone

ein Tier (das)	 an animal

�e feminine de�nite article ends in -e. Likewise, the feminine inde�nite 
article ends in -e: eine (a, an). Let’s look at some feminine nouns accompa-
nied by the inde�nite article:

eine Tante (die)	 an aunt

eine Zeitung (die)	 a newspaper

eine Schule (die)	 a school

eine Stadt (die)	 a city

eine CD (die) tsay-day	 a CD

eine Uhr (die)	 a clock

eine Landkarte (die)	 a map

eine Apfelsine (die)	 an orange

eine Dame (die)	 a lady

eine Großmutter (die)	 a grandmother

Be aware that ein/eine also means one: ein Buch a book/one book and eine 
Schule a school/one school.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the use of ein and eine:

Ich habe eine Zeitung.	 I have a newspaper.

Ich habe ein Sweatshirt.	 I have a sweatshirt.

Ein Kind lernt Deutsch.	 A child is learning German.

Ein Junge lernt Englisch.	 A boy is learning English.

Ist das eine CD?	 Is that a CD?

Eine Schule ist in dieser Straße.	 A school is on this street.

Eine Bibliothek ist in dieser Straße.	 A library is on this street.

Ein Student wohnt in dieser Straße.	 A student lives on this street.

Eine Studentin wohnt hier.	 A (female) student lives here.

Ein Apfel schmeckt gut.	 An apple tastes good.

Eine Apfelsine schmeckt gut.	 An orange tastes good.
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K	 Exercise 4.1
Reword each noun with the appropriate inde�nite article (ein, eine). For example:

das Haus	 ein Haus

1.	 der Student	

2.	 die Landkarte	

3.	 die CD	

4.	 das Mädchen	

5.	 der Stuhl	

6.	 das Tier	

7.	 die Stadt	

8.	 die Bibliothek	

9.	 das Telefon	

10.	 der Bleistift	

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the use of ein and eine:

Schmeckt eine Apfelsine gut?	 Does an orange taste good?

Schmeckt ein Apfel gut?	 Does an apple taste good?

Eine Studentin lernt Deutsch.	 A student is learning German.

Ein Student lernt Spanisch.	 A student is learning Spanish.

Ist das eine Bibliothek?	 Is that a library?

Nein, das ist eine Schule.	 No, that is a school.

Ich habe eine Landkarte von Deutschland.	 I have a map of Germany.

Ich habe eine deutsche Zeitung.	 I have a German newspaper.

Eine Großmutter ist alt.	 A grandmother is old.

Ist ein Großvater jung?	 Is a grandfather young?

Nein, ein Großvater ist auch alt.	 No, a grandfather is also old.

Ist ein Kind auch alt?	 Is a child also old?

Nein, ein Kind ist jung.	 No, a child is young.

Ein Pilot wohnt in dieser Straße.	 A pilot lives on this street.

Eine junge Dame wohnt in dieser	 A young lady lives on this street. 
  Straße.
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Kein
� e adjective kein/keine  (no, not any) is an ein-word and follows the pattern 
of ein/eine: kein modi� es masculine and neuter nouns, and keine modi� es 
feminine nouns. For example:

Ist das ein Park? Is that a park?

Nein, das ist kein Park. No, that is not a park.

Ist das eine Apfelsine? Is that an orange?

Nein, das ist keine Apfelsine. No, that is not an orange.

Haben Sie ein Telefon? Do you have a telephone?

Nein, ich habe kein Telefon. No, I have no (don’t have a) telephone.

Haben Sie eine Uhr? Do you have a clock?

Nein, ich habe keine Uhr. No, I have no (don’t have a) clock.

Step 1: Possessive Adjectives
Possessive adjectives modify nouns and tell to whom something belongs. In 
English, a speci� c possessive adjective refers to a speci� c personal pronoun. 
For example:

 Singular Plural

 Pronoun/Possessive Pronoun/Possessive

First person: I my we our

Second person: you your you your

Third person: he his they their

she her

it its

Singular nouns use his, her, and its according to the gender of the noun. 
All plural nouns use their.

You use the appropriate possessive adjective to tell to whom something 
belongs. For example:

My book is there. (I own the book.)

Your house is big. (You own the house.)

Her blouse is nice. (She owns the blouse.)
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German possessive adjectives work in the same way, while conforming 
to the German rules of gender usage. It is important to remember that the 
possessive adjectives are ein-words. �ey modify nouns just like ein/eine and 
kein/keine. �e German possessive adjectives are:

	 Singular		  Plural

	 Pronoun/Possessive	 Pronoun/Possessive

First person:	 ich mein	 my	 wir unser	 our

Second person:	 du dein	 your	 ihr euer	 your

	 Sie Ihr (formal)	your	 Sie Ihr (formal)	 your

Third person:	 er sein	 his, its	 sie ihr	 their

	 sie ihr	 her, its

	 es sein	 its, his, her

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to how the possessive adjectives use the 
same gender endings as ein/eine and kein/keine:

Wessen Apfelsine ist das?	 Whose orange is that?

Meine Mutter ist Lehrerin.	 My mother is a teacher.

Ist deine Cousine in der Stadt?	 Is your cousin in the city?

Wo ist sein Buch?	 Where is his book?

Ist ihre Zeitung in der Küche?	 Is her newspaper in the kitchen?

Wessen Landkarte ist das?	 Whose map is that?

Unser Telefon ist kaputt.	 Our phone is broken.

Eure Großmutter ist sehr alt.	 Your grandmother is very old.

Ist ihr Bleistift kaputt?	 Is your pencil broken?

Wessen Uhr ist das?	 Whose clock is that?

�e word wessen (whose) requires no ending changes for gender. Look at 
the following examples:

Wessen Bruder ist das? (masculine)	 Whose brother is that?

Wessen Haus ist das? (neuter)	 Whose house is that?

Wessen Bluse ist das? (feminine)	 Whose blouse is that?
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When the possessive adjective Ihr is capitalized, it refers only to Sie and 
means your. When the possessive adjective ihr is written with a small i, it can 
mean her or their, and the difference in meaning is determined by how the 
possessive adjective is used in a sentence. For example:

Sie ist zu Hause. Ihr Vater She is at home. Her 
 ist mein Freund.  father is my friend.

In this example, ihr refers to singular sie (she) and therefore means her. Let’s 
look at another example:

Sie sind zu Hause. Ihr Vater They are at home. Their 
 ist mein Freund.  father is my friend.

In this example, ihr refers to plural sie (they) and therefore means their.
Take note that the feminine of euer drops the e that stands before r and 

becomes eure with an -e ending added, but the feminine of unser just adds 
the ending -e: unsere.

K Exercise 4.2
Reword each noun with the appropriate de� nite article (der, die, das) and the posses-
sive adjective provided in parentheses. For example:

ein Haus (mein) das Haus mein Haus

1. ein Student (unser) 

2. eine Landkarte (sein) 

3. eine CD (dein) 

4. ein Kleid (Ihr) 

5. ein Stuhl (ihr her) 

6. ein Tier (ihr their) 

7. eine Stadt (euer) 

8. eine Bibliothek (unser) 

9. einTelefon (mein) 

10. ein Bleistift (dein) 

PPP
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Step 2: � e Verb haben
� e verb haben means have and is very important because it is a high-frequency
verb and has many uses. In most cases, it is used in the same way as the 
English verb have: it is both a transitive verb that means that someone pos-
sesses something, or it can act as an auxiliary. � is chapter deals only with 
the transitive verb. Auxiliaries will be taken up in a later chapter.

� e present tense conjugation of haben is only slightly irregular. Let’s 
look at the present tense of haben:

 Singular  Plural

First person: ich habe I have wir haben we have

Second person: du hast you have ihr habt you have

 Sie haben you have Sie haben you have

Third person: er hat he has sie haben they have

 sie hat she has

 es hat it has

Interestingly, the conjugation of haben is similar to the conjugation of 
have in older English. Look at how similar the second and third person sin-
gular conjugations are of haben and old English have: du hast thou hast and 
er hat he hath. It is easy to see that English and German are brother and sister 
languages and once shared many of the same words and grammar.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the conjugation of the verb haben:

Ich habe eine neue Landkarte. I have a new map.

Du hast kein Geld. You have no money.

Er hat meine Zeitung. He has my newspaper.

Hat sie ein Kleid? Does she have a dress?

Wo ist das Kind? Es hat mein Buch. Where is the child? He has my book.

Wir haben keine Zeit. We have no time.

Habt ihr eine Apfelsine? Do you have an orange?

Sie haben kein Bier. They don’t have any beer.

Haben Sie eine Schwester? Do you have a sister?

Nein, ich habe keine Schwester. No, I don’t have a sister.
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If the subject of the verb haben is a noun rather than a personal pronoun, 
use hat and haben as its conjugation because nouns are either third person 
singular or plural. For example:

Er hat kein Geld.	 He has no money.

Mein Freund hat kein Geld.	 My friend has no money.

Wessen Bluse hat sie?	 Whose blouse does she have?

Wessen Bluse hat Tanja?	 Whose blouse does Tanja have?

Sie haben keine Zeit.	 They have no time.	

Tina und Erik haben keine Zeit.	 Tina and Erik have no time.

K	 Exercise 4.3
In the blank provided, give the correct conjugation of haben for the subjects shown. 
For example:

Er hat mein Hemd.

1.	Sie (she)  eine neue Bluse.

2.	Wir  kein Geld.

3.	 Ich  eine Schwester.

4.	Herr Braun  keine Zeit.

5.	  du keine Landkarte?

6.	Herr Schmidt und Frau Keller  keine Kinder.

7.	  Sie eine Zeitung oder ein Buch?

8.	Wo ist das Mädchen? Es  mein Sweatshirt.

9.	  sie (they) kein Bier?

10.	Unsere Großmutter  kein Telefon.

11.	  Andreas ein neues Hemd?

12.	  ihr kein Geld?

13.	Du  seine CD.

14.	Mein Vetter und meine Cousine  ein Haus in Berlin.

15.	 Ich  eine Uhr im Keller.
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Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the questions and answers:

Haben Sie eine Zeitung, Herr Bauer? Do you have a newspaper,  
  Mr. Bauer?

Nein, ich habe keine Zeitung. No, I don’t have a newspaper.

Hat Frau Bauer eine Zeitung? Does Ms. Bauer have a newspaper?

Nein, sie ist nicht zu Hause. No, she is not at home.

Hast du ein Buch? Do you have a book?

Ja, ich habe ein Buch. Yes, I have a book.

Hat der Student auch ein Buch? Does the student have a book, too?

Nein, er hat kein Buch. No, he doesn’t have a book.

Was habt ihr, Kinder? What do you have, children?

Wir haben eine Katze. We have a cat.

Sie heißt Muschi. Her name is Muschi.

Wondering About This? Asking Questions
You have probably noticed that German asks questions in a slightly different 
way than in English. In English, a question that uses the verb be begins with a 
conjugation of that verb followed by the subject:

Is he a judge?

Are these people your friends?

With most other verbs, a form of do is used as the auxiliary of a verb to 
form a question:

Do you have enough money?

Does that girl live on this street?

German is simpler. Questions are formed by placing the conjugated verb 
in front of the subject:

Ist er Richter? Is he a judge?

Haben Sie kein Geld? Don’t you have any money?

Wohnt der Junge hier? Does the boy live here?

The same kind of word order is used if the question begins with an inter-
rogative word (was, wo, wessen):

Was hast du im Keller? What do you have in the cellar?

Wo wohnt Frau Schneider? Where does Ms. Schneider live?

Wessen Haus ist das? Whose house is that?

PPP
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Present Tense
So far, you have learned the present tense of the verbs sein and haben. Now 
it is time to meet other verbs and their present tense conjugation. Some verbs 
in the present tense have minor irregularities, but in this chapter you will 
encounter only verbs that follow a regular pattern.

�e conjugational endings for the verb haben are, for the most part, the 
same endings for other verbs in the present tense. �ey are:

	 Singular	 Plural

First person:	 ich -e	 wir -en

Second person:	 du -st	 ihr -t

	 Sie -en	 Sie -en

Third person:	 er -t	 sie -en

	 sie -t

	 es -t

Don’t forget that wer and was are third person singular pronouns and fol-
low the ending patterns of er, sie, and es.

�e in�nitive wohnen  means live or reside. In order to add conjugational 
endings to the verb, �rst the in�nitive ending -en must be removed, leaving 
only the stem of the verb wohn-. �e present tense conjugational endings are 
added to this stem. �is verb in its present tense conjugation looks like this:

	 Singular		  Plural

First person:	 ich wohne	 I live	 wir wohnen	 we live

Second person:	 du wohnst	 you live	 ihr wohnt	 you live

	 Sie wohnen	 you live	 Sie wohnen	 you live

Third person:	 er wohnt	 he lives	 sie wohnen	 they live

	 sie wohnt	 she lives

	 es wohnt	 it lives

Let’s practice this verb with places where someone might live.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the conjugational endings used:

Ich wohne in der Schillerstraße.	 I live on Schiller Street.

Wohnst du auch in der Schillerstraße?	 Do you also live on Schiller Street?
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Er wohnt in der Schweiz.	 He lives in Switzerland.

Wohnt sie auch in der Schweiz?	 Does she also live in Switzerland?

Das Mädchen? Es wohnt in Amerika.	 The girl? She lives in America.

Wir wohnen in Deutschland.	 We live in Germany.

Wohnt ihr in Österreich?	 Do you live in Austria?

Nein, wir wohnen in Italien.	 No, we live in Italy.

Wohnen Sie bei Peter?	 Do you live at Peter’s house?

Die Kinder? Sie wohnen bei	 The children? They live at Aunt 
  Tante Luise.	   Luise’s house.

Wer wohnt oben?	 Who lives upstairs?

A brief list of in�nitives follows. Each one follows the conjugational pat-
tern in the present tense of wohnen:

�iegen 	 �y

gehen	 go (on foot)

hören	 hear

kaufen	 buy

lernen	 learn

machen	 do, make

schreiben	 write

trinken	 drink

verkaufen	 sell

verstehen	 understand

In the case of each verb, the in�nitive ending -en is dropped, which leaves 
the stem of the verb. �en the conjugational endings appropriate to the per-
sonal pronouns are added to the stem: -e, -st, -t , and -en. Let’s look at a 
couple of examples:

	 �iegen 		  lernen

ich	 �iege	 I �y 	 lerne	 I learn

du	 �iegst	 you �y 	 lernst	 you learn

er, sie, es	 �iegt	 he, she, it �ies	 lernt	 he, she, it learns

wir 	 �iegen 	 we �y 	 lernen	 we learn

ihr	 �iegt	 you �y 	 lernt	 you learn

Sie	 �iegen 	 you �y 	 lernen	 you learn

sie pl.	 �iegen 	 they �y 	 lernen	 they learn
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Note that when the pronoun sie is followed by s., it stands for singular, and 
the pronoun means she. When the pronoun sie is followed by pl., it stands for 
plural, and the pronoun means they. � ese abbreviations will be used with the 
pronoun sie to provide you with the appropriate meaning. You will see sie s. 
and sie pl.

A Useful Little Phrase
The verb gehen means go. It is used idiomatically to ask how someone is. If 
you are on an informal basis with someone (du, ihr), you ask: Wie geht’s? 
How are you? If you have a formal relationship with someone (Sie), you ask: 
Wie geht es Ihnen? How are you? There are several logical responses:

Wie geht es Ihnen, Herr Benz? How are you, Mr. Benz?

Es geht mir gut, danke. Und Ihnen? I am well, thanks. And you?

Wie geht es Ihnen, Frau Keller? How are you, Ms. Keller?

Es geht mir schlecht. Und Ihnen? I’m not doing well. And you?

Wie geht’s, Andreas? How are you, Andreas?

Danke, sehr gut. Thanks, very well.

Wie geht’s, Gabi? How are you, Gabi?

Nicht schlecht. Not bad.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the present tense conjugation:

Thomas � iegt nach Berlin. Thomas is � ying to Berlin.

Wir � iegen nach Hause. We are � ying home.

Gehst du auch nach Hause? Are you going home, too?

Ich gehe mit Andreas und Monika. I am going with Andreas and Monika.

Hören Sie Radio, Frau Keller? Are you listening to the radio,  
  Ms. Keller?

Ich höre Musik. I hear music.

Die Richterin kauft ein Kleid. The judge is buying a dress.

Was kauft ihr, Kinder? Children, what are you buying?

Lernen sie Deutsch oder Spanisch? Are they learning German or 
  Spanish?

Wir lernen Italienisch. We are learning Italian.

PPP
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Was machst du? What are you doing?

Ich mache nichts. I’m not doing anything.  
(I do nothing.)

Tina schreibt eine Postkarte. Tina is writing a postcard.

Ich schreibe nichts. I’m not writing anything. (I write 
  nothing.)

Was trinken Sie, Herr Bauer? What are you drinking, Mr. Bauer?

Ich trinke Bier. Was trinkst du? I’m drinking beer. What are you 
  drinking?

Ich trinke nichts. I’m not drinking anything.

Er verkauft sein Auto. He sells his car.

Wer verkauft dieses große Haus? Who is selling this big house?

Verstehst du Deutsch? Do you understand German?

Ich verstehe Deutsch aber nicht gut. I understand German but not well.

Wondering About This? Translating the Present Tense
English has a complication in the present tense that German does not. English 
has two ways to express a present tense meaning: one describes a habitual or 
repeated action, and the other describes an incomplete or ongoing action. For 
example:

Habitual or Repeated Action

I go to school. This is what I do every day.

She cooks supper every evening. This is what she does every evening.

Dad works as a bus driver. This is his daily occupation.

Incomplete or Ongoing Action

I am going to school. I am on my way there but have not yet 
  arrived.

She is cooking supper. She is in the process of making supper, 
  which is not yet ready.

Dad is working as a bus driver. This is his temporary job. His customary 
  profession is real estate agent.

German has only one present tense formation, which has already been 
introduced. The English translation, however, can be either of the English 
versions, depending upon what the English speaker wishes to infer. 
For example:

Sie kauft eine Bluse. She buys a blouse. She is buying a blouse.

Er lernt Deutsch. He learns German. He is learning German.

PPP
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K Exercise 4.4
Fill in the blank with the verb provided in parentheses with the appropriate 
conjugational ending. For example:

(haben) Der Mann hat kein Geld.

1. (sein) Ihr  in der Schillerstraße.

2. (hören)  Sie Radio?

3. (gehen) Ich  nach Hause.

4. (� iegen) Herr Bauer und Frau Schmidt  nach Hamburg.

5. (kaufen)  du ein Sweatshirt?

6. (verkaufen) Der kleine Junge  eine Katze.

7. (schreiben) Wer  eine Postkarte?

8. (trinken) Das Kind  kein Bier.

9. (verstehen)  sie s. Deutsch oder Englisch?

10. (lernen) Was  sie pl. in der Schule?

The word kein/keine (no/not any) is an adjective. It is used differently from 
the adverb nicht (not). Kein/keine responds negatively to the use of ein/eine. 
For example:

Ist das eine Universität? Is that a university?
Nein, das ist keine Universität.  No, that is not a university. 
Das ist eine Schule.  That is a school.

Nicht  is the negative adverb that negates a verb or phrase. For example:

Ist Thomas zu Hause? Is Thomas at home?
Nein, er ist nicht zu Hause. No, he is not at home.
Fliegen Sie nach Frankfurt? Are you � ying to Frankfurt?
Nein, ich � iege nicht  nach Frankfurt. No, I am not � ying to Frankfurt.

A further explanation of nicht will be continued in other chapters.

PPP
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e Let’s Read

Read the following text and determine its meaning on your own:

Das Mädchen ist meine Freundin. Sie heißt Marianne Schiller. Sie wohnt 
in Heidelberg in Deutschland. Sie hat eine Schwester. Ihre Schwester heißt 
Tina. Tina wohnt nicht zu Hause. Sie wohnt bei Frau Gretel Bauer. Frau 
Bauer ist ihre Tante. Marianne versteht kein Englisch, aber sie versteht 
Italienisch und Spanisch.

K	 Review Quiz 4
Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	 Ist das dein ?

a. Schule	 c. Schwester

b. Bleistift	 d. Universität

2.	 Mein Bruder wohnt  Schweiz.

a. im	 c. nach

b. in der	 d. zu Hause

3.	 Herr Schneider, ist diese junge Dame  Frau?

a. eure	 c. ihr

b. dein	 d. Ihre

4.	 Wir haben kein .

a. Bier	 c. CDs

b. Kinder	 d. Richterin

5.	  ihr nicht nach München?

a. Wo wohnt	 c. Kauft

b. Fliegt	 d. Verkaufen

6.	  du keine Zeit?

a. Lernst	 c. Bin

b. Haben	 d. Hast
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7.	 Meine Schwester ist  zu Hause.

a. nicht

b. nach

c. kein

d. keine

8.	 Ich  kein Deutsch.

a. verstehe	 c. mache

b. wohne	 d. verkaufe

9.	 Ein Apfel  gut.

a. machen	 c. machst

b. schmecken	 d. schmeckt

10.	  Radio.

a. Haben sie	 c. Was macht

b. Ich höre	 d. Ihr schreibt

New Vocabulary

Apfel (m.)	 apple

Apfelsine (f.)	 orange

Bibliothek (f.)	 library

Bleistift (m.)	 pencil

Buch (n.)	 book

CD (f.)	 CD

Dame (f.)	 lady

dein	 your (informal)

Deutsch	 German

Englisch	 English

euer	 your (informal plural)

Geld	 money

Großmutter (f.)	 grandmother

gut	 good, well

haben	 have

Herr (m.)	 Mr., gentleman

ihr	 her, its, their

Junge (m.)	 boy

kaputt	 broken, kaput

kein	 no, not any
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Kind (n.)	 child

Landkarte (f.)	 map

lernen	 learn

Mann (m.)	 man

nicht	 not

schlecht	 bad, badly

schmecken	 taste

Schule (f.)	 school

sehr	 very

sein	 his, its

Stadt (f.)	 city

Student (m.)	 student

Stuhl (m.)	 chair

Sweatshirt (n.)	 sweatshirt

Tante (f.)	 aunt

Telefon (n.)	 telephone

Tier (n.)	 animal

Uhr (f.)	 clock

unser	 our

wessen	 whose

Wie geht es Ihnen?	 How are you? (formal)

Wie geht’s?	 How are you? (informal)

wohnen	 live, reside

Zeit (f.)	 time

Zeitung (f.)	 newspaper
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�is chapter continues the introduction of the German present tense. �e 
conjugation of the verb werden and the irregular present tense will be intro-
duced. �e regular present tense will be reviewed.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� How does German form the irregularities of the present tense?
✓� What pronouns are affected by these irregularities?
✓� How is werden conjugated?
✓� How is werden used with the impersonal es (it)?

Irregular Present Tense
Irregularities occur not only in German but also in English. �e two most 
common irregularities in the English present tense are be and have. For 
example:

be		  have

I am	 we are	 I have	 we have

you are	 you are	 you have	 you have

he/she/it is	 they are	 he/she/it has	 they have

Clearly, the English verb be has the more irregular conjugation, consisting 
of three changes to the verb (am, are, is). �e verb have has only two forms 
(have, has).

5
Irregular Present Tense  

and werden
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Present tense irregularities in German occur in a similar way. You have 
already encountered two of them in Chapters 3 and 4 with the verbs sein and 
haben:

	 sein

First person:	 ich bin	 I am	 wir sind	 we are

Second person:	 du bist	 you are	 ihr seid	 you are

	 Sie sind	 you are	 Sie sind	 you are

Third person:	 er ist	 he is	 sie sind	 they are

	 sie ist	 she is

	 es ist	 it is

	 haben

First person:	 ich habe	 I have	 wir haben	 we have

Second person:	 du hast	 you have	 ihr habt	 you have

	 Sie haben	 you have	 Sie haben	 you have

Third person:	 er hat	 he has	 sie haben	 they have

	 sie hat	 she has

	 es hat	 it has

Before we look at some present tense irregularities, let’s review the present 
tense conjugational endings that will occur even when a verb has an irregu-
larity. �e verb kommen  means come. In order to conjugate this verb in the 
present tense, drop the in�nitive ending -en to form the stem komm-. �en 
the endings appropriate for each person are added to the stem. Look at the 
following sentences that illustrate the present tense conjugational endings:

Ich komme aus Amerika.	 I come from America.

Du kommst aus Deutschland.	 You come from Germany.

Er kommt aus Österreich.	 He comes from Austria.

Sie kommt aus Italien.	 She comes from Italy.

Wir kommen nach Hause.	 We come home.

Kommen Sie mit?	 Are you coming along?

Kommen sie nach Hause?	 Are they coming home?

Wer kommt mit?	 Who is coming along?
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Step 1: Irregularities Formed with an Umlaut
� ere are three types of present tense conjugational irregularities. One of 
these types adds an umlaut to the stem of the verb, but only with the second 
and third persons singular. � e conjugational endings added to the stem are 
identical to the regular conjugational endings. Two verbs that add an umlaut 
in the present tense are fahren (drive, travel) and laufen (run). Look at their 
formation in the present tense:

 fahren  laufen

ich fahre I drive laufe I run

du fährst you drive läufst you run

er fährt he drives läuft he runs

sie fährt she drives läuft she runs

es fährt he/she/it drives läuft he/she/it runs

wir fahren we drive laufen we run

Sie fahren you drive laufen you run

ihr fahrt you drive lauft you run

sie fahren they drive laufen they run

wer fährt who drives läuft who runs

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the irregularities that occur:

Fahren Sie nach Hause? Are you driving home?

Nein, ich fahre nach München. No, I’m driving to Munich.

Fährt Ihre Schwester mit? Is your sister going (driving) along?

Nein, sie fährt nicht mit. No, she’s not going along.

Wohin fährt sie? Where is she driving to?

Sie fährt nach Polen. She’s driving to Poland.

Wir fahren nach Frankreich. We’re driving to France.

Fahrt ihr mit dem Auto? Are you going (driving) by car?

Nein, wir fahren mit dem Bus. No, we’re going by bus.

Wohin laufen die Kinder? Where are the children running?
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Thomas läuft in den Garten. Thomas is running into the garden.

Aber Tina läuft nach Hause. But Tina is running home.

Wohin läufst du? Where are you running?

Ich laufe zum Park. I’m running to the park.

Wer läuft zum Cafe? Who’s running to the café?

Der Kellner läuft zum Cafe. The waiter is running to the café.

In German, wo can occur in more than one form, for example, wo and wohin. 
Wo is used to ask where someone or something is located:

Wo ist dein Bruder? Where is your brother?

Wo ist die Universität? Where is the university?

Wohin is used to ask where to or to what destination. It accompanies 
verbs of motion that describe movement from one place to another. Three 
commonly used verbs of motion are gehen go, fahren drive, and laufen run. 
Let’s look at some example sentences:

Wohin gehen Sie? Where are you going? (What is your 
   destination?)

Wohin fährt der Mann? Where is the man driving? (What is the 
   man’s destination?)

Wohin laufen die Kinder? Where are the children running? 
   (What is their destination?)

K Exercise 5.1

In the blank provided, give the conjugation of the in� nitive given in parentheses 
for the subject of the sentence. For example:

(haben) Hast du die Uhr?

1. (gehen) Der Pilot  zum Cafe.

2. (fahren) Ich  nicht nach Berlin.

3. (laufen) Wohin  die Studentin?

4. (sein) Ich  sein Freund.

5. (fahren) Wir  nach Frankreich.

PPP
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6.	 (kommen) Wer  mit?

7.	 (haben) Meine Schwester  keine Kinder.

8.	 (laufen)  du zum Park?

9.	 (kommen) Erik und Monika  auch mit.

10.	 (fahren)  ihr mit dem Bus?

11.	 (haben) Wer  mein Buch?

12.	 (sein)  das Mädchen Amerikanerin?

13.	 (kommen) Ich  aus Deutschland.

14.	 (fahren) Du  mit dem Auto.

15.	 (laufen) Wohin  der Junge?

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the present tense irregularities:

Wo wohnt Frau Schneider?	 Where does Ms. Schneider live?

Sie wohnt in der Hauptstadt.	 She lives in the capital.

Fahren Sie nach Berlin?	 Are you driving to Berlin?

Ja, ich fahre mit dem Auto nach Berlin.	 Yes, I’m going by car to Berlin.

Meine Tante wohnt auch da.	 My aunt lives there, too.

Wohin fährst du, Lars?	 Where are you driving, Lars?

Ich fahre nach Paris.	 I’m driving to Paris.

Meine Freunde wohnen da.	 My friends live there.

Woher kommen sie? Aus Frankreich?	 Where are they from? From France?

Nein, sie kommen aus Österreich.	 No, they come from Austria.

Wie heißt der neue Student?	 What is the new student’s name?

Er heißt Simon Neufeld.	 His name is Simon Neufeld.

Woher kommt er?	 Where does he come from?

Er kommt aus Amerika.	 He comes from America.

Aber seine Familie ist deutsch.	 But his family is German.
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Wondering About This? wo, wohin, and woher
Did you notice another formation of wo in the previous practice? There are 
three forms with wo: wo, wohin, and woher. Each has a speci� c function: 
location, movement to a place, and movement away from a place. Let’s look 
at some examples:

Location

Wo ist die Lampe? Where is the lamp? (Where is it located?)
Wo wohnt Sonja? Where does Tina live? (What is the location 
   of her residence?)

Movement to a Place

Wohin gehen Sie? Where are you going? (To what place are 
   you going?)
Wohin läuft das Kind? Where is the child running? (To what place 
   is the child running?)

Movement Away from a Place

Woher kommt diese Frau? Where does this woman come from? 
   (From what place does she come?)
Woher kommst du? Where do you come from? (From what 
   place do you come?)

 Step 2: Irregularities Formed with a Shi�  from -e- to -i-
� e second type of present tense irregularity occurs with certain verbs that 
have the vowel e in their stem. � at vowel shifts to an i but only in the second 
and third persons singular. Some verbs with this kind of irregularity are:

In� nitive Shift from -e- to -i-

brechen break bricht

essen eat isst

geben give gibt

helfen help hilft

nehmen take nimmt

sprechen speak spricht

vergessen forget vergisst

PPP
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Let’s look at the full conjugation of three of these verbs. One of the exam-
ples is nehmen (take) that also changes the h to another m in the second and 
third persons singular:

 essen  geben  nehmen

ich esse I eat gebe I give nehme I take

du isst you eat gibst you give nimmst you take

er isst he eats gibt he gives nimmt he takes

sie isst she eats gibt she gives nimmt she takes

es isst he/she/it eats gibt he/she/it gives nimmt he/she/it 
       takes

wir essen we eat geben we give nehmen we take

Sie essen you eat geben you give nehmen you take

ihr esst you eat gebt you give nehmt you take

sie essen they eat geben they give nehmen they take

wer isst who eats gibt who gives nimmt who takes

In the second person singular (du), the conjugation ending -st is not added to 
the stem of the verb if the stem ends in -s, -ss, -z, or -ß. Only a -t  is added to 
the stem. For example:

essen du isst you eat

heißen du heißt your name is

küssen du küsst you kiss

reizen du reizt you annoy

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the vowel shift from -e- to -i-:

Ich esse gern im Park. I like eating in the park.

Was isst du gern? What do you like to eat?

Ich esse gern Bratwurst. I like eating bratwurst.

Essen Sie gern im Restaurant? Do you eat in a restaurant?

Nein, wir essen gern zu Hause. No, we like eating at home.

Wo isst Ihr Sohn gern? Where does your son like to eat?

Mein Sohn isst gern in der Küche. My son likes to eat in the kitchen.

PPP
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Sprichst du gern Englisch? Do you like speaking English?

Nein, ich spreche gern Deutsch. No, I like speaking German.

Was nimmt der Mann? What is the man taking?

Der Mann nimmt eine Apfelsine. The man is taking an orange.

Wer hilft Thomas? Who is helping Thomas?

Niemand hilft Thomas. No one is helping Thomas.

Unsere Tochter bricht sich den Finger. Our daughter breaks her � nger.

Herr Braun vergisst sein Geld. Mr. Braun forgets his money.

The word gern is used idiomatically to indicate that someone is fond of doing 
something or likes doing something. In a statement, it follows the verb; in a 
question, it follows the subject. Let’s look at a couple more examples:

Ich lerne gern Italienisch. I like learning Italian.

Er trinkt gern Kaffee. He likes drinking coffee.

Sprichst du gern Deutsch? Do you like speaking German?

Wir fahren gern nach Hamburg. We like driving to Hamburg.

When gern is paired with the verb haben, the general meaning is like, and 
the person or object that someone likes is followed by gern. For example:

Monika hat Simon gern. Monika likes Simon.

Ich habe Bier nicht gern. I don’t like beer.

Step 3: Irregularities Formed with a Shi�  from -e- to -ie-
� is irregularity is similar to the previous one. � e vowel -e- in the stem 
shifts to -ie- in the irregular present tense conjugation. Again, this occurs 
only in the second and third persons singular. Here are some verbs that 
follow this pattern:

In� nitive  Shift from -e- to -ie-

befehlen order be� ehlt

empfehlen recommend emp� ehlt

geschehen happen geschieht

lesen read liest

sehen see sieht

stehlen steal stiehlt
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The verb geschehen is used only with third person subjects because only it or 
events can happen. For example:

Es geschieht jeden Tag. It happens every day.

Was geschieht im Winter? What happens in winter?

Hier geschehen keine Unfälle. Accidents don’t happen here.

Let’s look at the full conjugation of three of these verbs:

 befehlen  sehen  stehlen

ich befehlen I order sehe I see stehle I steal

du be� ehlst you order siehst you see stiehlst you steal

er be� ehlt he orders siehst he sees stiehlt he steals

sie be� ehlt she orders siehst she sees stiehlt she steals

es be� ehlt he/she/it orders siehst he/she/it sees stiehlt he/she/it 
       steals

wir befehlen we order sehen we see stehlen we steal

Sie befehlen you order sehen you see stehlen you steal

ihr befehlt you order seht you see stehlt you steal

sie befehlen they order sehen they see stehlen they steal

wer be� ehlt who orders siehst who sees stiehlt who steals

K Exercise 5.2
In the blank provided, give the conjugation of the in� nitive given in parentheses for 
the subject of the sentence. For example:

(haben) Hast du die Uhr?

1. (fahren) Wer  nach München?

2. (sprechen) Mein Vater  Deutsch und Italienisch.

3. (kommen)  ihr mit?

4. (sehen)  du das neue Auto?

5. (essen) Monika  gern im Restaurant.

6. (haben)  sie s. die Lehrerin gern?

7. (geschehen) Was  im Sommer?

8. (lesen)  Sie ein Buch?

PPP

Swick_CH05.indd   81 10/31/2014   9:56:24 AM



82	 Easy German Step-by-Step

9.	 (empfehlen) Wer  dieses Restaurant?

10.	 (haben)  ihr kein Geld?

11.	 (befehlen) Was  der General?

12.	 (geben) Ich  Thomas meine Uhr.

13.	 (helfen) Wir  Frau Keller.

14.	 (vergessen) Der Richter  sein Buch.

15.	 (essen) Die Kinder  gern Pudding.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the present tense irregularities:

Er trinkt gern Kaffee und Milch.	 He likes to drink coffee and milk.

Wer isst in der Küche?	 Who is eating in the kitchen?

Ich empfehle die Bratwurst nicht.	 I do not recommend the bratwurst.

Siehst du die Berge?	 Do you see the mountains?

Das sind die Alpen.	 Those are the Alps.

Niemand spricht gern Englisch.	 No one likes speaking English.

Was vergessen sie?	 What do they forget?

Gibst du Thomas Geld?	 Do you give Thomas money?

Sie hilft Simon und Monika.	 She is helping Simon and Monika.

Martin nimmt meine Zeitung.	 Martin takes my newspaper.

Der alte Mann stiehlt ein Auto.	 The old man steals a car.

Esst ihr oft im Cafe?	 Do you often eat in a café?

Herr Lautrec kommt aus Frankreich.	 Mr. Lautrec comes from France.

Wohin fährst du heute?	 Where are you driving today?

Ich fahre heute in die Schweiz.	 I am driving to Switzerland today.

Was geschieht heute?	 What happens today?

Heute ist mein Geburtstag.	 Today is my birthday.

Conjugation of werden
�e verb werden  has several uses in German. One of its primary uses is as 
the verb become or get. �e irregular conjugation of this verb resembles closely 
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the vowel shift from -e- to -i-  with a couple of spelling changes that require 
minimal explanation. Let’s look at the full conjugation of werden in the pres-
ent tense:

	 werden

ich	 werde	 I become

du	 wirst	 you become

er	 wird	 he becomes

sie	 wird	 she becomes

es	 wird	 he/she/it becomes

wir	 werden	 we become

Sie	 werden	 you become

ihr	 werdet	 you become

sie	 werden	 they become

wer	 wird	 who becomes

When the stem of a verb ends in -d or -t, an extra e is added to the second 
person plural (ihr) and the third person singular (er/sie/es) stem of the verb. �is 
is the reason for the spelling of werden in the previous conjugation: ihr werdet.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the irregularities of the verb werden:

Ich werde Arzt.	 I am becoming a doctor.

Wird Ihre Frau auch Ärztin?	 Is your wife also becoming a doctor?

Nein, sie wird Zahnärztin.	 No, she is becoming a dentist.

Die Kinder werden sehr krank.	 The children get very sick.

Werden sie heute wieder gesund?	 Will they get well again today?

Meine Freundin wird nicht Lehrerin.	 My girlfriend isn’t becoming a teacher.

Sie wird Sängerin.	 She is becoming a singer.

Wann wird Martin wieder gesund?	 When will Martin get well again?

Im Winter wird er wieder gesund.	 He’ll get well again in winter.

Werdet ihr Sportler?	 Are you becoming athletes?

Ja, wir werden Fußballspieler.	 Yes, we are becoming soccer players.

Spielt ihr gut oder schlecht?	 Do you play well or badly?

Wir spielen sehr gut.	 We play very well.
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A simple but important rule to remember is that when something other than 
the subject begins a sentence, the verb precedes the subject. This is true no 
matter what begins the sentence. It can be a single word or a phrase. For 
example:

Heute fahren wir nach Hause. We are driving home today.

Im Sommer wohne ich in Bonn. I live in Bonn in the summer.

� e Impersonal es
German and English are part of the family of Germanic languages. � ose 
languages have a unique feature: the impersonal pronoun es (it). For example, 
in English you say that it is raining, it is cold out today, and it is getting hot. It 
is not clear to whom or what it is referring. It is the impersonal subject of the 
sentence and is the accepted way of describing weather and other conditions.

Let’s look at some German sentences that illustrate the impersonal es 
with werden as well as with sentences that use the impersonal pronoun es
with a variety of other verbs.

Say It Out Loud
Say each sentence out loud, paying attention to the impersonal pronoun es:

Es wird sehr kalt. It is getting very cold.

Heute wird es heiß. It is getting hot today.

Es wird warm. It is getting warm.

Es wird nicht kühl. It is not getting cool.

Wird es wieder regnerisch? Is it getting rainy again?

Wird es wieder sonnig? Is it getting sunny again?

Wird es jetzt dunkel? Is it getting dark?

Nein, es wird jetzt hell. No, it is getting light now.

Es regnet. It is raining.

Schneit es? Is it snowing?

Es blitzt. There is lightning.

Es donnert wieder. It is thundering again.

Es geschieht jeden Tag. It happens every day.

Es riecht. It smells.

PPP
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K Exercise 5.3
Fill in the blank with the correct word or phrase provided in parentheses. For 
example:

Ich werde Zahnarzt. (wirst, werde, wird, werden)

1.  wird es wieder kalt. (Er, Sommer, Heute, Winter)

2. Mein Freundin  Sängerin. (wird, seid, jetzt, in der Hauptstadt)

3. Im Sommer  sehr heiß. (wird es, ihr werdet, es ist, sie sind)

4. Es blitzt und . (hell, dunkel, regnerisch, donnert)

5. Wird  wieder gesund? (wir, du, sie, Sie)

6.  wird es sehr kalt. (Alpen, Im Winter, Woher, Wohin)

7. Meine kleine Schwester wird . (krank, neu, dunkel, heute)

8. Wird der Mann  gesund? (wieder, regnet, ist, sind)

9. Im Winter  es oft. (lauft, schneit, kühl, sonnig)

10. Heute regnet . (er, wir, wo, es)

Some Useful Phrases
It is important in learning any language to know the numbers. In German, the 
� rst 20 cardinal numbers are:

1 eins 6 sechs 11 elf 16 sechzehn

2 zwei 7 sieben 12 zwölf 17 siebzehn

3 drei 8 acht 13 dreizehn 18 achtzehn

4 vier 9 neun 14 vierzehn 19 neunzehn

5 fünf 10 zehn 15 fünfzehn 20 zwanzig

Note the difference in spelling between 6 (sechs) and 16 (sechzehn) and 
7 (sieben) and 17 (siebzehn).

The numbers are used in basic arithmetic and to show quantities. Let’s 
practice using the numbers.

PPP
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Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to how the numbers are used:

Wie viel ist zwei plus/und drei? How much is two plus/and 
  three?

Zwei plus/und drei ist fünf. Two plus/and three is � ve.

Wie viel ist sieben plus/und vier? How much is seven plus/and 
  four?

Sieben plus/und vier ist elf. Seven plus/and four is eleven.

Wie viel ist neunzehn weniger/minus sechs? How much is 19 minus 6?

Neunzehn weniger/minus sechs ist dreizehn. Nineteen minus six is thirteen.

Wie viel ist zwölf weniger/minus zwei? How much is 12 minus 2?

Zwölf weniger/minus zwei ist zehn. Twelve minus two is ten.

Ich habe ein Hemd. I have one shirt.

Wir haben drei Kinder. We have three children.

Wer hat zwanzig Euro? Who has 20 euros?

Wie viel ist zwei plus/und drei? How much is two plus/and 
  three?

Zwei plus/und drei ist fünf. Two plus/and three is � ve.

Wie viel ist sieben plus/und vier? How much is seven plus/and 
  four?

Sieben plus/und vier ist elf. Seven plus/and four is eleven.

Wie viel ist neunzehn weniger/minus sechs? How much is 19 minus 6?

Neunzehn weniger/minus sechs ist dreizehn. Nineteen minus six is thirteen.

Wie viel ist zwölf weniger/minus zwei? How much is 12 minus 2?

Zwölf weniger/minus zwei ist zehn. Twelve minus two is ten.

Wondering About This? plus, und, weniger, minus, and eins
In German addition, you can use either plus or und to express the statement 
of addition, and in subtraction, you can use either weniger or minus to express 
the statement:

Eins plus eins ist zwei.

Eins und eins ist zwei.

Acht weniger vier ist vier.

Acht minus vier ist vier.

PPP
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Eins is used alone as a number. Ein/eine can mean a/an or one and modi-
�es a noun. For example:

Vier plus eins ist fünf.	 Four plus one is �ve.

Er hat ein Buch.	 He has a book. He has one book.

Sie sieht eine Dame.	 She sees a lady. She sees one lady.

K	 Exercise 5.4
Give each equation in words. Then provide the answer. For example.

	 6 – 4 = ?

	 Wie viel ist sechs minus vier?

	 Sechs minus vier ist zwei.

1.	 20 – 8 = ?	

�

�

2.	 8 + 3 = ?

�

�

3.	 19 – 18 = ?	

�

�

4.	 3 + 4 = ?	

�

�

5.	 17 – 15 = ?	

�

�
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K	 Review Quiz 5
Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	Heute  unsere Tante nach Frankreich.

a. kommst	 c. fährt

b. gehen	 d. lauft

2.	 Es  jeden Winter.

a. geschieht	 c. ist

b. werden  	 d. seid

3.	 Was gibst  Martin?

a. er  	 c. sie s.

b. ihr	 d. du

4.	 Heute  zum Park.

a. gehe ich	 c. sie laufen

b. sie läuft	 d. wir gehen

5.	 Im Winter wird mein Sohn oft .

a. regnerisch	 c. dunkel

b. krank	 d. woher

6.	  gehen Sie heute, Herr Bauer?

a. Wie viel	 c. Was

b. Wohin	 d. Wer

7.	 Acht plus neun ist .

a. zwanzig	 c. vierzehn

b. fünf	 d. siebzehn

8.	  wird wieder heiß.

a. Sommer	 c. Sie

b. Es 	 d. Sie s.
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9.	  ist zwölf weniger sieben?

a. Was	 c. Wie viel

b. Fünf	 d. Wo

10.	  kommt Herr Schäfer?

a. Wo	 c. Wie viel

b. Wer	 d. Woher

New Vocabulary

Alpen (pl.)	 Alps

Amerika	 America

Arzt (m.)	 doctor, physician

Ärztin (f.)	 doctor, physician

befehlen	 order, command

Berg (m.)	 mountain

blitzen	 lightning

Bratwurst	 bratwurst, sausage

brechen	 break

Deutschland	 Germany

donnern	 thunder

dunkel	 dark

empfehlen	 recommend

essen	 eat

fahren	 drive, travel

Familie (f.)	 family

Frankreich	 France

Fußballspieler (m.)	 soccer player

geben	 give

Geburtstag (m.)	 birthday

geschehen	 happen

gesund	 healthy, well

Hauptstadt (f.)	 capital city

heiß	 hot

helfen	 help

hell	 light, bright

heute	 today

Italien	 Italy
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jetzt	 now

kalt	 cold

kommen	 come

kühl	 cool

küssen	 kiss

laufen	 run

lesen	 read

nach Hause	 home, homeward

nehmen	 take

Österreich	 Austria

regnen	 rain

regnerisch	 rainy

reizen	 annoy

Sängerin (f.)	 singer

schlecht	 bad

schneien	 snow

sehen	 see

sehr	 very

Sommer (m.)	 summer

sonnig	 sunny

spielen	 play

Sportler (m.)	 athlete

sprechen	 speak

stehlen	 steal

Tag (m.)	 day

Unfall (m.)	 accident

vergessen	 forget

warm	 warm

weniger	 minus, less

werden	 become, get

wie viel 	 how much

wieder	 again

Winter (m.)	 winter

woher	 (from) where

wohin 	 (to) where

Zahnarzt (m.)	 dentist

Zeitung (f.)	 newspaper
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In this chapter, you will discover the form and use of the German accusative 
case. How direct objects and prepositions are linked to this case will also be 
discussed. �e formation of the plural of masculine nouns will be introduced.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� How do nouns and pronouns differ in the accusative case?
✓� When is the accusative case used?
✓� How is the accusative case used with prepositions?
✓� How is the plural of masculine, feminine, and neuter nouns formed?

Accusative Case
�e accusative case is the Latin name for what is called the objective case in 
English. One of the main functions of the objective or accusative case is the 
identi�cation of the direct object in a sentence. Don’t let the name direct object 
stymy you. Finding it in a sentence is really a simple matter. Just ask whom or 
what of the subject and its verb, and the answer is the direct object. Let’s look 
�rst at short sentences to identify the direct object. �ey will be followed by 
longer sentences, in which the direct object is easily found by asking the same 
kinds of questions.

Two Short Sentences

John kissed Mary behind the garage. (Whom did John kiss?) Mary = direct 
object

I found some keys on the �oor. (What did I �nd?) some keys = direct object

6
Accusative Case: Direct Objects 

and Prepositions
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Two Longer Sentences

During the summer, we spent a week in Canada with our relatives. (What
did we spend?) a week = direct object

After the dance last week, my brother took his girlfriend to the park where 
he proposed. (Whom did my brother take?) his girlfriend = direct object

� is explanation is meant only to show how to identify a direct object in a 
sentence, but in English a noun used as the subject of a sentence is identical to 
the same noun used as the direct object of a sentence. For example:

Subject: The boy spoke in German.

Direct object: Charles saw the boy at the park.

Being able to identify direct objects will be important when you encounter 
them in German.

� e der-words and ein-words you have already learned are, for the most 
part, the same when they are used in the nominative case (subject of a sen-
tence) and the accusative case (direct object of a sentence). Feminine and neu-
ter nouns are identical in both cases. Only masculine nouns make a change 
in the accusative case. Let’s compare the der-words and ein-words in the two 
cases. Take note of how the masculine di� ers in them.

Der-Words
 Masculine Feminine Neuter

Nominative case der Lehrer die Lampe das Kind

Accusative case den Lehrer die Lampe das Kind

Ein-Words
 Masculine Feminine Neuter

Nominative case ein Stuhl eine Tochter ein Buch

Accusative case einen Stuhl eine Tochter ein Buch

Remember that all der-words and ein-words conform to the illustrated 
endings. Refer to Chapters 2 and 4 to review der-words and ein-words.

When a masculine noun is used as a direct object, both der-words and 
ein-words change the ending to -en: der � den and ein �  einen.

 Step 1: Direct Object Nouns
To identify the direct object in a German sentence, ask wen (whom) or was 
(what) of the subject and verb in the sentence. For example:

Mein Vater hat ein 
Buch.

My father has a 
book.

(Was hat mein 
Vater?)

ein Buch = direct 
object

Thomas sieht seinen 
Freund.

Thomas sees his 
friend.

(Wen sieht 
Thomas?)

seinen Freund = 
direct object
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You should have noticed that the masculine direct object (seinen Freund) 
had an -en ending on the der-word sein. �is occurs with all masculine 
nouns. For example:

Thomas sieht den Garten.	 Thomas sees the garden.

Thomas sieht einen Tisch.	 Thomas sees a table.

Thomas sieht meinen Onkel.	 Thomas sees my uncle.

As the verb that accompanies the direct object changes, the accusative 
case direct object remains:

Thomas fotogra�ert den Garten.	 Thomas photographs the garden.

Thomas kauft einen Tisch.	 Thomas buys a table.

Thomas besucht meinen Onkel.	 Thomas visits my uncle.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the use of the direct objects.

Kaufen Sie eine Bluse?	 Are you buying a blouse?

Nein, ich kaufe keine Bluse.	 No, I’m not buying a blouse.

Ich kaufe ein Kleid.	 I’m buying a dress.

Trinkst du ein Glas Bier?	 Are you drinking a glass of beer?

Nein, ich trinke ein Glas Wein.	 No, I’m drinking a glass of wine.

Das Kind trinkt keine Milch.	 The child isn’t drinking any milk.

Was isst Tina?	 What is Tina eating?

Sie isst einen Apfel.	 She is eating an apple.

Warum essen die Männer keine Suppe?	 Why aren’t the men eating soup?

Wen besuchen Sie in Berlin?	 Whom are you visiting in Berlin?

In Berlin besuche ich meinen Freund.	 I’m visiting my friend in Berlin.

Er kauft ein Haus am Fluss.	� He’s buying a house on the 
  river.

Wen küssen die Frauen?	 Whom are the women kissing?

Sie küssen die Kinder.	 They’re kissing the children.

Was brauchst du?	 What do you need?

Ich brauche einen Bleistift.	 I need a pencil.
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K	 Exercise 6.1
Create a question with wen or was that asks about the underlined direct object in the 
sentence. For example:

Sie sieht einen Freund. Wen sieht sie?

Er hat ein Buch. Was hat er?

1.	 Ich kaufe einen Wagen. �

2.	Mein Bruder besucht seine Freundin. �

3.	Erik hat dieses Mädchen gern. �

4.	Der Herr küsst ihren Finger. �

5.	Wir brauchen das Geld. �

6.	Die Frau isst eine Apfelsine. �

7.	Wir sehen seine Schwester. �

8.	Die Mädchen besuchen diese Schule. �

9.	Sie besuchen ihre Großmutter. �

10.	 Ich trinke Kaffee und Tee. �

�ere are many verbs that can be followed by a direct object. A few of the 
high-frequency transitive verbs that do just that are:

In�nitive 	 Sample Sentence	 English

bauen	 Ich baue ein Haus.	 I build a house.

kennen	 Wir kennen den Lehrer.	 We know the teacher.

lehren	 Frau Benz lehrt Klavier.	 Ms. Benz teaches piano.

lernen	 Welche Sprache lernt er?	 What language is he learning?

schreiben	 Schreibst du eine Postkarte?	Are you writing a postcard?

verkaufen	 Tina verkauft ihre Bluse.	 Tina sells her blouse.

verstehen	 Sie versteht kein Wort.	 She doesn’t understand a word.
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K Exercise 6.2
Reword each sentence with the words in parentheses. For example:

Er hat ein- .

(der Bleistift) Er hat einen Bleistift.

(die Landkarte) Er hat eine Landkarte.

Wer verkauft dies- ?

1. (das Auto) 

2. (der Wagen) 

Meine Mutter schreibt kein- .

3. (die Postkarte) 

4. (der Brief letter) 

Die Männer (men) bauen ein- .

5. (die Schule) 

6. (das Theater) 

Die Kinder verstehen dies-  nicht.

7. (der Arzt) 

8. (die Lehrerin) 

Wir besuchen unser-  in Österreich.

9. (die Tante) 

10. (der Sohn) 

Wondering About This? Plural Nouns
When the noun subject of a sentence is in the plural, the verb must be plural. 
Compare the following pairs of sentences:

Das Kind liest ein Buch. The child reads a book.

Die Kinder lesen ein Buch. The children read a book.

Die Frau hat kein Geld. The woman has no money.

Die Frauen haben kein Geld. The women have no money.

Der Mann versteht Tina nicht. The man doesn’t understand Tina.

Die Männer verstehen Tina nicht. The men don’t understand Tina.

When a pronoun replaces a plural noun, it is always plural sie (they). This 
is true of both animates and inanimates: die Kinder � sie.

PPP
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Step 2: Direct Object Pronouns
When it comes to direct object pronouns, English and German are similar. 
You have already encountered the German personal pronouns in the nomi-
native case. Just like English, they have counterparts in the accusative case. 
Note how many are the same in both cases. For example:

 Singular Plural

 Nominative/Accusative Nominative/Accusative

First person: ich I mich me wir we uns us

Second person: du you dich you Sie you Sie you

   ihr you euch you

Third person: er he ihn him sie they sie them

 sie she sie her sie they sie them

 es it es it sie they sie them

� e direct object pronoun is identi� ed by asking wen (whom) or was
(what) of the subject and verb. � e answer is the direct object. Let’s look at 
some example sentences:

Karl besucht mich. Karl visits me. (Wen besucht Karl?) mich = direct object

Sonja vergisst dich. Sonja forgets you. (Wen vergisst Sonja?) dich = direct object

Wir kennen ihn. We know him. (Wen kennen wir?) ihn = direct object

Ich verkaufe sie. I sell it. (Was verkaufe ich?) sie = direct object

Erik schreibt es. Erik writes it. (Was schreibt Erik?) es = direct object

Sie fotogra� ert uns. She photographs 
us.

(Wen fotogra� ert 
sie?)

uns = direct object

Niemand versteht 
Sie.

No one under-
stands you.

(Wen versteht 
niemand?)

Sie = direct object

Die Männer sehen 
euch.

The men see you. (Wen sehen die 
Männer?)

euch = direct object

Die Frauen kaufen 
sie.

The women buy 
them.

(Was kaufen die 
Frauen?)

sie = direct object

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the direct object pronouns.

Lernen Sie es? Are you learning it?

Niemand kennt mich. No one knows me.

Martin verkauft ihn. Martin sells it.
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Die Kinder besuchen sie. The children visit her/them.*

Die Touristen fotogra� eren dich. The tourists photograph you.

Meine Freundin emp� ehlt es. My girlfriend recommends it.

Er gibt sie Thomas. He gives it/them to Thomas.*

Meine Cousine schreibt ihn. My cousin is writing it.

Wer trinkt es? Who drinks it?

Sechs Männer bauen ihn. Six men are building it.

Herr Keller kennt euch. Mr. Keller knows you.

Der Amerikaner versteht Sie nicht. The American doesn’t understand you.

*The context of a text or conversation would determine the meaning of sie.

K Exercise 6.3
In the blank provided, give the missing form of the pronoun. For example:

sie s. sie

Nominative Accusative

1. ich 

2. wir 

3.  euch

4.  Sie

5. du 

6. wer 

7.  sie pl.

8. er 

9.  es

10.  mich

Wondering About This? Identical Nominative and Accusative Pronouns
Perhaps it seems strange that sie and es are both the nominative and the 
accusative forms of those pronouns. It really causes no problem because their 
meaning is determined by how they are used. For example:

Subject: Sie ist meine Freundin. She is my girlfriend.

Sie haben meinen Wecker. You have my alarm clock.

 Heute gehen sie nach Hause. Today they are going home.

 Ist es ein Hemd? Is it a shirt?

PPP
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Direct object: Er sieht sie im Garten. He sees her in the garden.

 Ich besuche Sie im Sommer. I visit you in the summer.

 Niemand kennt sie. No one knows them.

 Verkaufst du es? Are you selling it?

And don’t forget that English speakers do the same thing with the pronoun 
you.

Subject: You are my best friend.

Direct object: I will visit You next week.

 Step 3: Prepositions
Many prepositions are those words that describe the location of someone or 
something: in the house, on the bed, between my parents, near him, under the 
table, and so on. Others describe when something occurs: before school, after 
the concert, during a lesson, and so on. Nouns and pronouns that follow prep-
ositions are in the accusative (objective) case. � ere is no e� ect on nouns, 
because they are identical in both cases. But pronouns use their accusative 
(objective) case forms after prepositions. For example:

Pronoun as Subject Pronoun After Preposition

He is my brother. I rely on him.

You are learning German. She studies with you.

I live in Heidelberg. Mary got a postcard from me.

They work in the bank. We give our money to them.

German has some prepositions that are called accusative prepositions. Mas-
culine nouns and pronouns have to use their accusative case forms after the 
accusative prepositions. � ey are:

bis until, up to

durch through

für for

gegen against

ohne without

um around

wider against (outdated)
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Let’s look at some example sentences that contain accusative prepositions:

Der Zug fährt durch den Tunnel.	 The train goes through the tunnel.

Ich arbeite für meinen Onkel.	 I work for my uncle.

Wir haben nichts gegen ihn.	 We have nothing against him.

Der Mann kommt ohne sie.	 The man comes without her.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the nouns and pronouns that follow 
the prepositions.

Ich habe ein Geschenk für meinen Bruder.	 I have a gift for my brother.

Wir haben ein Geschenk für ihn.	 We have a gift for him.

Die Jungen gehen durch einen Garten.	 The boys go through a garden.

Warum ist diese Dame gegen die Lehrerin?	 Why is this lady against the teacher?

Warum bist du gegen mich?	 Why are you against me?

Wer kommt um die Ecke?	 Who is coming around the corner?

Die Kinder laufen um das Haus.	 The children run around the house.

Ich bitte um ein Glas Milch.	 I ask for a glass of milk.

Die Studentin kommt ohne Jacke.	 The student comes with a jacket.

Haben sie etwas für uns?	 Do you have something for us?

Ich habe nichts für euch.	 I have nothing for you.

Niemand kommt durch den Park.	 No one is coming through the park.

Wir singen ohne ihn.	 We sing without him.

K	 Exercise 6.4
Reword the sentence with the words or phrases provided in parentheses. For 
example:

Das ist ein Geschenk für .

(mein Bruder) Das ist ein Geschenk für meinen Bruder.

(Sie) Das ist ein Geschenk für Sie.

Der Amerikaner arbeitet für .

1.	 (ich) �

2.	 (deine Schwester) �
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Warum kommen die Jungen ohne ?

3. (du)  

4. (der Sportler)  

Niemand ist gegen .

5. (wir)  

6. (unsereTochter)  

Das Mädchen läuft durch .

7. (das Haus)  

8. (die Straße)  

Der Mann bittet um .

9. (der Wein)  

10. (ein Geschenk)  

Was hast du für ?

11. (sie s.)  

12. (diese Dame)  

Herr Braun kommt ohne .

13. (sie pl.)  

14. (seine Freundin)  

Warum bitten Sie um ?

15. (ein Bleistift)  

Wondering About This? bitten
The verb bitten means ask or request. It is not used to ask a question; it asks 
for something or requests something. Look at these example sentences that 
illustrate this meaning:

Lars bittet um ein Glas Wasser. Lars requests a glass of water.
Ich bitte um Hilfe. I ask for help.

The verb fragen means ask a question. Compare the previous two exam-
ples with the following two:

Er fragt, wo Tina wohnt. He asks where Tina lives.

Ich frage Hans, wie sie heißt. I ask Hans what her name is.

PPP
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The last two examples are the retelling of questions that someone has 
asked. For example:

Wo wohnt Tina?	 Where does Tina live?

Hans, wie heißt sie?	 Hans, what is her name?

Masculine Plurals
Sometimes English speakers �nd the German way of making a plural com-
plicated. In truth, it is more complicated than in English. In the English 
language, nearly every noun is changed to the plural by adding -s: boy–boys, 
house–houses, and radio–radios. However, there are some irregularities such as 
goose–geese, mouse–mice, and woman–women.

German uses the -s ending only with a few words, most of which come 
from non-German sources. For example:

Singular/Plural	 English

Auto/Autos	 autos, automobiles

Kamera/Kameras	 cameras

Laptop/Laptops	 laptops

Sofa/Sofas	 sofas

Most German nouns follow a few di�erent patterns to form plurals.
�ere is a tendency for masculine nouns to form their plural by adding -e. 

If there is an umlaut vowel (a, o, u), it is sometimes added in the plural. For 
example:

Singular/Plural	 English

der Bleistift/die Bleistifte	 pencils

der Brief/die Briefe	 letters

der Fluss/die Flüsse	 rivers

der Schuh/die Schuhe	 shoes

der Zug/die Züge	 trains

�ere are important exceptions to this rule. For example, the noun der 
Mann changes to die Männer in the plural, and the noun der Junge changes 
to die Jungen. �ere are numerous exceptions in the formation of German 
plurals, which even cause a bit of woe for German children as they develop 
their language skills. Be patient. Take it step by step. It eventually all falls 
into place.
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If a masculine noun ends in -en, -el, or -er, it requires no ending in the 
plural, but if there is an umlaut vowel (a, o, u), the umlaut is sometimes added 
to the noun. For example:

Singular/Plural English

der Boden/die Böden the � oors

der Bruder/die Brüder the brothers

der Lehrer/die Lehrer the teachers

der Mantel/die Mäntel the coats

der Onkel/die Onkel the uncles

der Wagen/die Wagen the cars

Wondering About This? Plural De� nite Article
When any masculine, feminine, or neuter noun is changed to the plural, its 
de� nite article is always die. The article die identi� es both feminine nouns and 
the plural of masculine, feminine, and neuter nouns. Its meaning remains the 
in the plural.

� e de� nite article identi� es someone or something speci� c. � e inde� nite 
article identi� es someone or something nonspeci� c or in general. Consider the 
following two sentences and how they di� er in meaning:

John sees the thief. (John sees a speci� c thief, one he has seen before.)

John sees a thief. (John sees someone who appears to be a thief.)

� e same sentences in German have the same meaning: one is speci� c, and 
one is nonspeci� c:

Johann sieht den Dieb.

Johann sieht einen Dieb.

English and German do the same thing with de� nite and inde� nite arti-
cles in the plural. � e idea of speci� c and nonspeci� c or in general also occurs in 
the plural with de� nite and inde� nite articles. But the plural inde� nite article 
in both languages is no article. For example:

Johann sieht die Diebe. John sees the thieves. (speci� c)

Johann sieht Diebe. John sees thieves. (nonspeci� c)

Naturally, with nouns that follow numbers larger than eins, the plural 
noun is used: drei Bleistifte (three pencils), sieben Männer (seven men).

PPP
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Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the plurals:

Die Männer aus Deutschland  
wohnen hier.

The men from Germany live here.

Wo wohnen die Amerikaner? Where do the Americans live?

Wo wohnen die Jungen aus 
Frankreich?

Where do the boys from France live?

Meine Brüder kaufen einen 
Volkswagen.

My brothers buy a Volkswagen.

Was kaufen Ihre Freunde? What are your friends buying?

Sie kaufen Bleistifte. They are buying pencils.

Meine Freundin kauft Pullover. My girlfriend is buying sweaters.

Wie viele Briefe hast du? How many letters do you have?

Ich habe zehn Briefe. I have 10 letters.

Wo sind die Züge? Where are the trains?

Die Züge sind am Bahnhof. The trains are at the railroad station.

Ich frage ihn, wie viele Bleistifte  
er hat.

I ask him how many pencils he has.

Er fragt mich, wie viele Stühle  
da sind.

He asks me how many chairs are 
there.

Fragen wir den Lehrer. Let’s ask the teacher.

K	 Exercise 6.5

Reword each plural noun in the singular and each singular noun in the plural. 
Include the correct de�nite article. For example:

der Lehrer	 die Lehrer

der Zug	 die Züge

1.	 der Bruder	

2.	 der Onkel	

3.	 	 die Jungen

4.	 	 die Amerikaner

5.	 der Mantel	
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6.  die Briefe

7. der Bleistift 

8. der Wagen 

9. der Fluss 

10.  die Schuhe

11. der Mann 

12.  die Pullover

13. der Junge 

14. der Freund 

15.  die Diebe

Some Useful Phrases
The verb kosten means cost and is used like the English verb. When you ask 
the question Wie viel kostet das? (How much does that cost?), you are look-
ing for a price expressed as money. If you are talking about American money, 
the German word is the same as English: der Dollar, a masculine noun. Its 
plural requires no ending. In the European Union, the euro is the most popular 
currency and in German is der Euro, a masculine noun. Let’s look at some 
sentences that illustrate the use of kosten:

Wie viel kostet dieser Pullover? How much does this sweater cost?

Er kostet zwanzig Dollar. It costs 20 dollars.

Wie viel kosten diese Pullover? How much do these sweaters cost?

Ich weiß es nicht. Sie sind teuer. I do not know. They are expensive.

Wie viel kostet der Bleistift? How much does the pencil cost?

Er kostet vier Euro. It costs 4 euros.

Wie viel kosten Bleistifte? How much do pencils cost?

Bleistifte sind nicht teuer. Pencils are not expensive.

Ich weiß es nicht, aber Bleistifte sind 
billig.

I do not know, but pencils are 
cheap.

If the subject of kosten is singular, the verb is singular. If it is plural, the 
verb is plural:

Der Bleistift kostet vier Euro. The pencil costs 4 euros.
Zwei Bleistifte kosten acht Euro. Two pencils cost 8 euros.

PPP
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Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the kind of article used with the 
plural nouns:

Wie viele Briefe schreibt sie?	 How many letters is she writing?

Sie schreibt elf Briefe.	 She is writing 11 letters.

Arbeiten Männer schneller?	 Do men work faster?

Nein, Männer arbeiten nicht schneller.	 No, men do not work faster.

Wie viel kosten diese Pullover?	 How much do these sweaters cost?

Sie kosten sechzehn Euro.	 They cost 16 euros.

Sind Autos billig oder teuer?	 Are cars cheap or expensive?

Diese Autos sind teuer.	 These cars are expensive.

Aber diese Autos sind billig.	 But these cars are cheap.

Sind jene Stühle klein?	 Are those chairs small?

Nein, jene Stühle sind groß.	 No, those chairs are big.

Jungen sind jung, und Männer sind alt.	Boys are young, and men are old.

e Let’s Read

Read the following text and determine the meaning of the lines on your own:

Monika und Erik sind heute in Heidelberg. Da besuchen sie einen Freund, 
Hans Bauer, und seine Familie. Hans hat vier Söhne und eine Tochter. Die 
Kinder sind sehr jung. Seine Frau heißt Marianne und arbeitet im Restaurant. 
Sie ist Kellnerin. Hans und Marianne haben zwei Wagen—einen Volkswagen 
und einen Mercedes. Sie haben kein Haus. Ein Haus in Heidelberg ist sehr 
teuer.

K	 Review Quiz 6
Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	 Kaufen Sie  Pullover?

a. das

b. einen

c. mein

d. bis
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2.	 Ist das ein Geschenk für ?

a. er

b. wir

c. mich

d. der Vater

3.	 Der Mann kommt  seine Frau.

a. ohne

b. wohin

c. sie

d. heute

4.	 Meine Cousine verkauft .

a. es

b. der Zug

c. du

d. wie viel

5.	 Er  seinen Freund im Garten.

a. sieht

b. laufen

c. fährt

d. kommen

6.	 Ich habe jetzt  Bleistifte.

a. wie

b. durch

c. rot

d. fünf

7.	  besucht dein Bruder in der Schweiz?

a. Was

b. Wo

c. Woher

d. Wen

8.	  Briefe hat sie?

a. Wo

b. Wer

c. Wie viele

d. Nicht heute

9.	 Der Hut  neunzehn Euro.

a. sind

b. mein

c. kostet

d. braucht

10.	 Diese Mäntel sind sehr .

a. billig

b. unsere

c. wessen

d. Fluss
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New Vocabulary

arbeiten	 work

bauen	 build

besuchen	 visit

Bier (n.)	 beer

bitten (um)	 ask (for)

brauchen	 need

Brief (m.)	 letter

Ecke (f.)	 corner

etwas	 something

Fluss (m.)	 river

fotogra�eren	 photograph

Geschenk (n.)	 gift, present

Glas (n.)	 glass

Jacke (f.)	 jacket

kaufen	 buy

kennen	 know

kosten	 cost

lehren	 teach

lernen	 learn

Milch ( f.)	 milk

nichts	 nothing

niemand	 no one

Postkarte (f.)	 postcard

schreiben	 write

Suppe (f.)	 soup

Tee (m.)	 tea

Tourist (m.)	 tourist

Tunnel (m.)	 tunnel

verkaufen	 sell

verstehen	 understand

Wein (m.)	 wine

wen	 whom

Wort (n.)	 word

Zug (m.)	 train
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K	 Mastery Check 1
This Mastery Check is provided to help you identify the areas of German covered in 
the last six chapters that you feel con�dent about or that you should review. Choose 
the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	 To pronounce Üü, purse your lips for the vowel sound oo but say .

a. eh

b. ee

c. yoo

d. uh

2.	 The �rst syllable of sprechen is pronounced .

a. shpreh

b. spree

c. sper

d. shrep

3.	  dein Bruder in München?

a. Wo

b. Ist

c. Heißt

d. Heißen

4.	 Meine  ist Lehrerin.

a. Schwester

b. Frau Schäfer

c. Buch

d. Bruder

5.	 Ist Ihr  in der Schweiz?

a. Onkel

b. Küche

c. dein

d. in Amerika

6.	 Mein Auto ist .

a. wo

b. klein

c. Straße

d. heißen

7.	  heißt sie?

a. Wo

b. Thomas

c. Frau Benz

d. Wie

8.	 Ist das Hemd blau? Nein,  ist gelb.

a. sie

b. es

c. er

d. Sie
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9.	 Die Kinder  im Park.

a. ist

b. seid

c. bin

d. sind

10.	 Das ist mein Onkel.  ist alt.

a. Er

b. Sie

c. Ihr

d. Es

11.	 Wo  wir?

a. sind

b. ist

c. seid

d. bist

12.	 Meine Cousine wohnt  Schweiz.

a. im

b. in der

c. nach

d. zu Hause

13.	 Ich habe kein .

a. CDs

b. Kinder

c. Bier

d. Richterin

14.	  du nach Frankreich?

a. Wo wohnst

b. Fliegst

c. Kaufst

d. Verkaufen

15.	  ihr keine Zeit?

a. Lernt

b. Haben

c. Bin

d. Habt

16.	 Meine Mutter ist  zu Hause.

a. nicht

b. nach

c. kein

d. keine

17.	 Was gibt  Monika?

a. er

b. ihr

c. sie pl.

d. du

18.	 Im Winter wird es oft .

a. heißt

b. krank

c. kalt

d. woher
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19.	  gehen Sie heute, Frau Schäfer?

a. Wie viel

b. Wen

c. Was

d. Wohin

20.	 Acht plus drei ist .

a. elf

b. fünf

c. vierzehn

d. siebzehn

21.	  wird wieder regnerisch.

a. Sommer

b. Es

c. Sie

d. Sie s.

22.	 Sie  ihre Freundin in Berlin.

a. besucht

b. laufen

c. fährt

d. kommen

23.	 Wir haben jetzt  Bleistifte.

a. wie viel

b. durch

c. blau

d. acht

24.	  besuchen sie in Heidelberg?

a. Was

b. Wo

c. Wen

d. Woher

25.	 Diese Wagen sind sehr .

a. unsere

b. billig

c. wessen

d. zwanzig
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�is chapter provides your �rst look at how German forms the past tense. In 
addition, new interrogative words will be introduced. You will also practice 
changing feminine nouns to the plural.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� What is the basic formation of the regular past tense?
✓� What conjugational endings are needed for the past tense?
✓� How are questions formed from different kinds of sentences?
✓� How do feminine nouns change to the plural?

�e Past Tense
�e past tense describes actions and events that are not taking place now but 
that took place at some point in time previous to the present. It can be some-
thing that occurred a thousand years ago or just a second or two ago, but it is 
stated with a verb in the past tense.

In English, the regular past tense is simple to form. �e in�nitive of a 
verb adds the su�x -ed. After that simple process, the verb then describes an 
action in the past:

Present Tense	 In�nitive	 Past Tense

I work at home.	 work	 I worked at home.

The boys play chess.	 play	 The boys played chess.

Jack cooks for his mother.	 cook	 Jack cooked for his mother.

She kisses the baby.	 kiss	 She kissed the baby.

7
Regular Past Tense and 

Interrogative Words
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Just as English has two present tense formations, it also has two past 
tense formations: a habitual or repeated action and an incomplete or ongoing 
action. Let’s review these two formations in both tenses:

Habitual or Repeated Action Incomplete or Ongoing Action

Present: I work at home. I am working at home.

Past: I worked at home. I was working at home.

Present: She kisses the baby. She is kissing the baby.

Past: She kissed the baby. She was kissing the baby.

It is important to remember that German has only one present tense 
formation, and the German past tense also has only one tense formation.

Step 1: � e Past Tense Su�  x -te
� e German past tense of regular verbs is nearly as simple as the English past 
tense. � e stem of the verb adds the su�  x -te, and with that the meaning of 
the action of the verb is in the past tense. For example:

In� nitive Stem Past Tense

spielen spiel- spielte played

fragen frag- fragte asked

machen mach- machte made, did

sagen sag- sagte said

besuchen besuch- besuchte visited

suchen such- suchte looked for, sought

kaufen kauf- kaufte bought

Each of these past tense verbs could also be translated in English with either 
the incomplete or ongoing meaning of the English verbs: was playing, was 
asking, was making, and so on.

Verbs like these are the basic past tense of the verb. But like German verbs 
in the present tense, past tense verbs also get conjugational endings that are 
similar (but not identical) to the present tense conjugational endings. Let’s 
look at the full past tense conjugation of a few verbs:

 spielen  sagen  lernen

ich spielte I played sagte I said lernte I learned

du spieltest you played sagtest you said lerntest you learned

er, sie, es spielte he played sagte he said lernte he learned

PPP
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wir 	 spielten	 we played	 sagten	 we said	 lernten	 we learned

ihr	 spieltet	 you played	 sagtet	 you said	 lerntet	 you learned

Sie	 spielten	 you played	 sagten	 you said	 lernten	 you learned

sie	 spielten	 they played	 sagten	 they said	 lernten	 they learned

If the subject of a sentence is a singular noun, it forms the past tense in the 
third person singular (er, sie, es). If it is plural, it forms the past tense in the 
third person plural (sie pl.). For example:

der Mann spielte	 the man played

die Männer spielten	 the men played

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence, paying attention to the formation and use of the past tense:

Viele Jungen spielten Fußball.	 Many boys played soccer.

Viele Kinder lernten Deutsch.	 Many children learned German.

Ich kaufte einen Volkswagen/VW (fow-vay).	 I bought a Volkswagen/VW.

Wer kaufte diese Blumen?	 Who bought these �owers?

Martin verkaufte sein Fahrrad.	 Martin sold his bicycle.

Was verkauften deine Schwestern?	 What did your sisters sell?

Der alte Mann sagte nichts.	 The old man said nothing.

Was sagten sie?	 What did they say?

Ich suchte eine Bibliothek.	 I was looking for a library.

Was machtet ihr gestern?	 What did you do yesterday?

Wir besuchten unsere Freundinnen.	 We visted our girlfriends.

Wohin reiste die neue Diplomatin?	 Where did the young diplomat  
	   (f.) travel?

K	 Exercise 7.1
Reword each in�nitive in the past tense with the subject provided in parentheses. For 
example:

lernen (du) lerntest

1.	machen (er) 

2.	 fragen (ich) 
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3. sagen (wir) 

4. verkaufen (ihr) 

5. kaufen (Sie) 

6. suchen (die Dame) 

7. hören (die Jungen) 

8. besuchen (sie s.) 

9. reisen (sie pl.) 

10. wohnen (du) 

If the stem of an in� nitive ends in -t or -d, an extra e is added to the past tense 
suf� x. For example:

 arbeiten (work) reden (talk)

ich arbeitete redete

du arbeitetest redetest

er arbeitete redete

wir arbeiteten redeten

ihr arbeitetet redetet

Sie arbeiteten redeten

sie arbeiteten redeten

K Exercise 7.2
Reword each present tense sentence in the past tense. For example:

Ich lerne Deutsch.
Ich lernte Deutsch.

1. Was macht Ihre Freundin?

 

2. Wir arbeiten in Heidelberg.

 

3. Thomas spielt gern Fußball.

 

4. Wohnst du in München?

 

PPP
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5. Meine Eltern (parents) hören Radio.

6. Die alte Dame redet kein Wort.

7. Im Winter reist seine Familie nach Italien.

8. Die Kinder lernen Mathematik.

9. Suchen Sie den Bahnhof?

10. Was bauen die Männer?

Step 2: Adverbs for the Past Tense
Just as the adverbs jetzt (now) and heute (today) suggest that an action is 
happening in the present tense, there are adverbs that tell you that an action 
happened in the past tense. Some important ones are:

gestern yesterday

vor einer Minute a minute ago

vor zwei Minuten two minutes ago

vor fünfzehn Minuten 15 minutes ago

vor einer Woche a week ago

vor einem Monat a month ago

vor drei Jahren three years ago

� ese adverbs accompany past tense verbs and modify the action, telling 
when it took place. For example:

Gestern spielte Monika Fußball. Yesterday, Monika played soccer.

Ich wohnte da vor sechs Jahren. I lived there six years ago.

Wohin reiste sie vor einer Woche? Where did she travel a week ago?

Now let’s practice saying sentences in the past tense with adverbs.
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Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence aloud, paying attention to the use of adverbs in the past tense.

Vor zwei Tagen kostete das Buch elf 
Euro.

Two days ago the book cost 11 
euros.

Vor drei Jahren wohnten wir in 
Amerika.

Three years ago we lived in America.

Vor vier Jahren lehrte er in dieser 
Schule.

Four years ago, he taught in this 
school.

Vor einer Woche regnete es jeden  
Tag.

A week ago it rained every day.

Gestern fotogra�erte ich einen 
Filmstar.

Yesterday I photographed a movie 
star.

Gestern schneite es wieder. Yesterday it snowed again.

Gestern blitzte und donnerte es. There were lightning and thunder 
yesterday.

Gestern zeigte er Thomas sein 
Fahrrad.

Yesterday he showed Thomas his 
bike.

Wo wartetest du gestern? Where did you wait yesterday?

Ich wartete an der Ecke. I waited on the corner.

Wann besuchten Sie Ihre Tante? When did you visit your aunt?

Ich besuchte sie vor zwei Monaten. I visited her two months ago.

K	 Exercise 7.3
Using the string of words provided, create a past tense sentence. For example:

gestern / er / kaufen / ein Hemd
Gestern kaufte er ein Hemd.

1.	gestern / wir / warten / an der Ecke

�

2.	gestern / sie pl. / zeigen / Frau Bauer / der Wagen

�

3.	Eltern / reisen / nach Hamburg

�
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4.	vor einer Woche /es / regnen / jeden Tag

�

5.	vor drei Monaten / Thomas und Tina / wohnen / in Berlin

�

Forming Questions
Let’s review the basic ideas about forming questions. �e primary idea is that 
the verb precedes the subject in questions. If an interrogative word begins the 
question, the verb still precedes the subject. For example:

Question:	 Wohnten Sie zu Hause?	 Did you live at home?

Interrogative:	� Wo wohnten Sie	 Where did you live two years ago? 
  vor zwei Jahren?

Now it’s time to add a few more interrogative words to your vocabulary. 
�e following list contains the interrogative words you already know together 
with a few new ones:

wann	 when

warum	 why

was	 what

wen	 whom

wer	 who

wie	 how

wo	 where

woher	 (from) where

wohin 	 where (to)

Let’s put these words in sentences to practice.

Say It Out Loud
Read each question aloud, paying attention to the interrogative words used.

Wann kommt der nächste Zug?	 When is the next train coming?

Warum spielte er Tennis?	 Why did he play tennis?

Er spielte Tennis, denn er ist Sportler.	 He played tennis because he’s an  
	   athlete.

Was zeigte sie Hans?	 What did she show Hans?

Wen fragten Sie?	 Whom did you ask?

Wer antwortete?	 Who answered?
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Wie heißt die neue Studentin? What is the new student’s name?

Wo bauten sie die Bibliothek? Where did they build the library?

Woher kommt der alte Herr? Where does the old gentleman come 
  from?

Wohin reiste seine Familie? Where did his family travel?

Was möchten Sie heute, Frau Benz? What would you like today, Ms. Benz?

Wondering About This? warum and denn
The interrogative word warum asks the question why. The answer to such a 
question requires the use of the conjunction because or for, which in German 
is denn. For example:

Warum ist Sonja zu Hause? Why is Sonja at home?

Sie ist zu Hause, denn sie ist krank. She is at home because she is sick.

Warum wohnten sie in Bonn? Why did they live in Bonn?

Sie wohnten in Bonn, denn ihr They lived in Bonn because their 
Vater wohnte da.  father lived there.

Warum schneite es wieder? Why did it snow again?

Es schneite wieder, denn es It snowed again because it is 
ist Winter.  winter.

K Exercise 7.4
Create an answer to each question with the information provided in parentheses. For 
example:

Warum lernt sie Deutsch? (Ihre Freunde sprechen Deutsch.)
Sie lernt Deutsch, denn ihre Freunde sprechen Deutsch.

1. Warum verkaufte er das Fahrrad? (Das Fahrrad ist alt.)

2. Warum fotogra� ert er das Mädchen? (Das Mädchen ist schön.)

3. Warum kosten die Blumen zwanzig Euro? (Die Blumen sind teuer.)

4. Warum reiste sie nach Paris? (Ihre Freunde wohnten in Frankreich.)

5. Warum versteht sie uns nicht? (Sie ist Amerikanerin.)

PPP
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Wondering About This? möchte
The verb form möchte is popular in German. Such words are called high-
frequency words, and möchte certainly � ts that description. It means would like 
and can be followed by direct objects or other verbs. Using it will give you 
a lot of � exibility in your German. Let’s look at the conjugational endings for 
this verb: ich möchte, du möchtest, er möchte, wir möchten , ihr möchtet , Sie 
möchten, and sie möchten. They are the past tense endings, but you will notice 
that the meaning of the verb is not exactly a past tense: would like. In fact, this 
verb is used to express something in either the present or the future. For example:

Möchtest du heute ein Geschenk? Would you like a gift today?

Möchte sie nächste Woche ein Would she like a bike next week?
Fahrrad?

Let’s look at how the verb is used with direct objects. Remember that 
German direct objects are in the accusative case:

Tina möchte eine neue Bluse. Tina would like a new blouse.

Wir möchten Brot und Butter. We would like bread and butter.

Möchten Sie einen Bleistift? Would you like a pencil?

Now compare that with the same verb used with other verbs as in� nitives. 
Notice that the in� nitives are the � nal element in each sentence:

Tina möchte nach Berlin reisen. Tina would like to travel to Berlin.

Wir möchten Kaffee und Tee We would like to drink coffee and 
trinken.   tea.

Möchtest du Radio hören? Would you like to listen to the radio?

Tuck this important verb away for further use.

� e interrogative used in a question depends upon the element in a sen-
tence that it asks about. If it asks about a person, the interrogative is wer or 
wen. If it asks about a thing, it is was. If it asks about a moment in time, it is 
wann, and so on.

Let’s look at a sentence and see how many questions can be made from it, 
by asking about di� erent elements in the sentence:

Vor einem Jahr wohnte der Mann in Berlin.

Whole sentence: Vor einem Jahr wohnte der Mann in 
Berlin?

Did the man live in Berlin a year 
ago?

When: Wann wohnte der Mann in Berlin? When did the man live in Berlin?

Who: Wer wohnte vor einem Jahr in 
Berlin?

Who lived in Berlin a year ago?

Where: Wo wohnte der Mann vor einem 
Jahr?

Where did the man live a year 
ago?

PPP
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If a preposition is part of the question, the preposition precedes the inter-
rogative. For example:

für den Mann = für wen?

gegen die Frau = gegen wen?

K	 Exercise 7.5
Give a question with an interrogative word that asks about the underlined element in 
each sentence. For example:

Er kennt das Mädchen aus Frankreich.
Wen kennt er?

1.	Gestern besuchte er seinen Onkel in Hamburg.

�

2.	 Im Winter fahren sie gern in die Alpen.

�

3.	Es geht Frau Schneider gut.

�

4.	Herr Bauer lehrte Deutsch hier.

�

5.	Viele Studenten reisten nach Hause.

�

6.	Die Touristen kommen aus Amerika.

�

7.	 Ihre Mutter ist heute zu Hause, denn sie ist sehr krank.

�

8.	Martin fotogra�erte die junge Deutsche.

�

9.	Wir möchten Brot und Bratwurst kaufen.

�

10.	Unser Vater arbeitete für Frau Keller.

�
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Step 3: Feminine Plurals
Most feminine nouns change to the plural by adding -n or -en. For example:

die Blume die Blumen the � owers

die Frau die Frauen the women

die Lampe die Lampen the lamps

die Schwester die Schwestern the sisters

die Tante die Tanten the aunts

Nouns that end in the su�  x -in add the ending -nen in the plural: die 
Freundin = die Freundinnen and die Amerikanerin = die Amerikanerin-
nen. Two important exceptions to the use of -en to form the plural are die 
Mutter = die Mütter and die Tochter = die Töchter.

Just like masculine nouns, feminine nouns use the de� nite article die in 
the plural. If the noun is plural, the verb used with that noun must also be 
plural:

Die Blumen sind sehr schön. The � owers are very pretty.

Die Touristinnen warteten an der Ecke. The tourists waited on the corner.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the feminine plural nouns:

Diese Damen kommen aus England. These ladies come from England.

Wo sind deine neuen Blusen? Where are your new blouses?

Ich möchte zwei Postkarten schreiben. I would like to write two postcards.

Meine Schwestern sind sehr jung. My sisters are very young.

Wann kommen Ihre Töchter? When are your daughters 
  coming?

Zwei Wochen sind vierzehn Tage. Two weeks are 14 days.

Thomas besuchte drei Freundinnen. Thomas visited three girlfriends.

Diese Frauen wohnten in einer These women lived in an 
Wohnung.  apartment.

Diese Wohnungen sind sehr klein. These apartments are very little.

Wo sind die Zeitungen? Where are the newspapers?

Wie alt sind diese Uhren? How old are these clocks?

Wohin laufen die Lehrerinnen? Where are the teachers running?
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K Exercise 7.6
If the noun provided is singular, give its plural form. If it is plural, give its singular form. 
For example:

die Lampe die Lampen

Singular Plural

1. die Touristin 

2. die Frau 

3.  die Blusen

4. die Schwester 

5.  die Tanten

6.  die Zeitungen

7. die Uhr 

8.  die Postkarten

9. die Straße 

10. die Mutter 

Some Useful Phrases
You have already encountered the impersonal pronoun es. There is another 
word that is used in a similar way. It does not refer to a speci� c person or 
thing but to a whole statement or idea. That word is das (that). It is frequently 
used followed by a verb (often ist) and a variety of adjectives or adverbs and 
is a response to something just stated. Look at the following statement. The 
phrases that follow it can be used to respond to it:

Heute schneit es wieder. It’s snowing again today.

Das stimmt. That’s right.

Das stimmt nicht. That’s not right.

Das macht nichts. That doesn’t matter.

Das geht. That will work. That’s all right.

Das ist egal. That doesn’t matter.

Das ist wahr. That’s true.

Das ist nicht wahr. That’s not true.

PPP
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Remember that many professions and occupations that are described by 
a masculine noun can most often add the -in su�x to make it feminine. Its 
plural would, of course, be the ending -nen:

Masculine	 Feminine

der Arzt	 die Ärztin	 doctor

der Diplomat	 die Diplomatin 	 diplomat

der Engländer	 die Engländerin	 Englishwoman

der Italiener	 die Italienerin	 Italian

der Mechaniker	 die Mechanikerin	 mechanic

der Polizist	 die Polizistin	 police of�cer

der Richter	 die Richterin	 judge

der Sänger	 die Sängerin	 singer

der Schaffner	 die Schaffnerin	 conductor

der Schüler	 die Schülerin	 pupil

�e number of nouns that follow this pattern is very large.

K	 Exercise 7.7
In the blank provided in each short dialogue, create a sentence that conforms to the 
topic of the dialogue. For example:

FRAU BRAU: Wie geht es Ihnen, Herr Benz?

HERR BENZ: Es geht mir gut. Wohin gehen Sie?

FRAU BENZ: Ich gehe zum Park.

1.	MARTIN: Wo ist dein Bruder?

MONIKA: �

MARTIN: Warum? Ist er krank?

2.	MARTIN: Besuchtest du deinen Onkel?

MONIKA: �

MARTIN: Wohnt sie jetzt in Heidelberg?

3.	MARTIN: Ich habe drei Brüder und vier Schwestern.

MONIKA: Meine Familie ist auch groß.

MARTIN: �
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4.	MARTIN: Warum lernst du Englisch?

MONIKA: Ich möchte Englisch gut verstehen.

MARTIN: �

5.	MARTIN: Heute regnet es wieder.

MONIKA: Ja, und es ist auch sehr kalt.

MARTIN: �

K	 Review Quiz 7
Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	Sie möchte eine neue Bluse .

a. kaufen	 c. suchte

b. verkauft	 d. hat

2.	Gestern  die Kinder Fußball.

a. machte	 c. machen

b. spielen	 d. spielten

3.	Meine Großmutter hat  in Berlin.

a. zwei Wohnungen	 c. warum

b. ein Mechaniker	 d. möchten

4.	Vor einem Jahr  für meinen Onkel.

a. besuchte	 c. suchen sie

b. arbeitete er	 d. lernten

5.	  ist das große Geschenk?

a. Warum	 c. Wann

b. Wer	 d. Für wen

6.	Was  der alte Herr?

a. fragen	 c. besuchten

b. sagte	 d. antworte

7.	Mein Bruder hat zwei .

a. Freundinnen	 c. wie viele

b. Ärztin	 d. keine Autos
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8.	  lernten die Kinder nichts.

a. Sommer	 c. Eine Woche

b. Gestern	 d. Das stimmt.

9.	 Diese Uhren  neu.

a. ist	 c. möchten

b. macht	 d. sind

10.	 Mein Bruder fährt nicht nach Bonn,  er hat kein Geld.

a. wann	 c. warum

b. denn	 d. dieser

New Vocabulary

an	 at, on

antworten	 answer

arbeiten	 work

Blume (f.)	 �ower

das ist egal	 that doesn’t matter

das stimmt	 that’s right

denn	 because

der Schaffner	 conductor

der Schüler	 pupil

Diplomat (m.)	 diplomat

Ecke (f.)	 corner

Eltern (pl.)	 parents

Engländer (m.)	 Englishman

Fahrrad (n.)	 bicycle, bike

Filmstar (m.)	 movie star

gestern	 yesterday

Jahr (n.)	 year

Mechaniker (m.)	 mechanic

Minute (f.)	 minute

möchten	 would like

Monat (m.)	 month

nächste	 next
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nichts	 nothing

Polizist (m.)	 police of�cer

reden	 talk

sagen	 say

Sänger (m.)	 singer

suchen	 look for, seek

vor einem Jahr	 a year ago

vor einem Monat	 a month ago

vor einem Tag	 a day ago

vor einer Minute	 a minute ago

vor einer Woche	 a week ago

wahr	 true

wann	 when

warten	 wait

warum	 why

Woche (f.)	 week

Wohnung (f.)	 apartment

zeigen	 show
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�is chapter introduces the irregular past tense and its conjugations. In addi-
tion, you will become acquainted with more numbers, periods of time, and 
plural formations for neuter nouns.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� How is the irregular past tense different from the regular past tense?
✓� What are the conjugational endings for the irregular past tense?
✓� How are numbers greater than 20 used?
✓� How do neuter nouns change in the plural?

Irregular Past Tense
All European languages have irregularities in tense formation. English 
is no exception. In English, the irregular past tense di�ers from the regu-
lar past tense in a variety of ways. �e primary di�erence is with the reg-
ular past tense su�x -ed, which is rarely used in the irregular past tense. 
In some instances, the irregular past tense is identical to the present tense.  
For example:

Present	 Past

cut	 cut

put	 put

set	 set

8
Irregular Past Tense  
and Neuter Plurals
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In general, the irregular past tense is formed not by a su�  x but by a vowel 
shift or change. Let’s look at a few examples:

Present Past

come came

do did

run ran

take took

� e most radical of the irregular past tense forms are the verbs be and go:

Present Past

be was, were

go went

It is something of an advantage to be a speaker of English because its 
irregular past tense is similar to the German irregular past tense. Some of 
the vowel shifts are identical, and many irregular forms are therefore easy to 
remember.

 Step 1: German Irregular Past Tense
� e regular past tense in German requires the use of the su�  x -te plus any 
necessary conjugational ending. For example:

In� nitive Past Tense

lernen ich lernte I learned

suchen du suchtest you looked for

brauchen wir brauchten we needed

� e irregular past tense most often does not use the -te su�  x. Instead, 
like English, there is most often a vowel shift of change. Let’s look at some 
commonly used verbs that make a vowel shift similar to English:

In� nitive Past Tense English In� nitive/Past Tense

kommen kam come/came

singen sang sing/sang

trinken trank drink/drank

sehen sah see/saw
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Naturally, not all German verbs follow the same pattern as English. Let’s 
look at some other patterns:

In�nitive 	 Past Tense	 English In�nitive/Past Tense

essen	 aß	 eat/ate

fahren	 fuhr	 drive/drove

�nden 	 fand	 �nd/found

�iegen	 �og	 �y/�ew

gehen	 ging	 go/went

heißen	 hieß	 call, be named/called, was named

helfen	 half	 help/helped

laufen	 lief	 run/ran

lesen	 las	 read/read

schreiben	 schrieb	 write/wrote

sprechen	 sprach	 speak/spoke

tun	 tat	 do/did

verstehen	 verstand	 understand/understood

�e German past tense verbs shown here are in their basic form. �ey 
still require conjugational endings similar to the ones you already know. �e 
exceptions are the �rst and third persons singular (ich and er, sie, es), which 
require no conjugational endings. For example:

	 essen		  lesen		  schreiben

ich	 aß	 I ate	 las	 I read	 schrieb	 I wrote	

du	 aßt	 you ate	 last	 you read	 schriebst	 you wrote

er	 aß	 he ate	 las	 he read	 schrieb	 he wrote

wir	 aßen	 we ate	 lasen	 we read	 schrieben	 we wrote

ihr	 aßt	 you ate	 last	 you read	 schriebt	 you wrote

Sie	 aßen	 you ate	 lasen	 you read	 schrieben	 you wrote

sie	 aßen	 they ate	 lasen	 they read	 schrieben	 they wrote
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K Exercise 8.1

Provide the conjugation of each of the verbs listed with the subjects provided. 
For example:

lesen fahren
ich las fuhr
du last fuhrst

 trinken verstehen kommen heißen

1. ich 

2. du 

3. er 

4. wir 

5. ihr 

6. Sie 

7. sie pl. 

8. Erik 

9. wer 

10. sie s. 

When a past tense ends in -s or -ß, the second person singular (du) does not 
use the conjugational ending -st but only -t . For example:

lesen ich las du last

heißen ich hieß du hießt

 Don’t forget that conjugational endings add an e when the past tense stem 
ends in -t or -d. For example:

verstehen ich verstand du verstandest ihr verstandet

bitten ich bat du batest ihr batet

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the conjugation of the irregular past 
tense verbs:

Ich fand zehn Euro auf der Straße. I found 10 euros on the street.

Er sprach Russisch. He spoke Russian.

Wir verstanden kein Wort. We did not understand a word.

PPP
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Die Kinder liefen durch den Garten. The children ran through the garden.

Sie bat um ein Glas Wasser. She asked for a glass of water.

Trank sie kein Bier oder Wein? Didn’t she drink any beer or wine?

Warum schrieben Sie diesen Brief? Why did you write this letter?

Wer kam an die Tür? Who came to the door?

Der Briefträger kam mit einer The letter carrier came with a 
Postkarte.  postcard.

Sangen die Kinder schön? Did the children sing nicely?

Was tat er? What did he do?

Er bekam einen Brief. He received a letter.

Wondering About This? bekam
When the verb kommen adds the pre� x be-, it becomes bekommen. 
Although kommen means come, bekommen means receive or get. Just as 
the past tense of kommen is kam, the past tense of bekommen is bekam 
(received, got). This use of pre� xes is common in German as well as in 
English. Consider the following English words:

come have sight

become behave insight

Let’s look at more examples in German:

stehen stand sprechen speak warten wait

verstehen understand versprechen promise erwarten await, expect

In nearly all cases, the past tense of a verb without a pre� x is the same as 
the past tense of that verb with a pre� x.

K Exercise 8.2

Fill in the blank with the correct past tense of the verb in parentheses. For 
example:

(lesen) Die Kinder lasen das Buch.

1. (schreiben) Meine Mutter  vier Briefe.

2. (verstehen) Warum  Sie kein Wort?

3. (singen) Meine Schwestern  ein altes Lied (song).

4. (gehen) Niemand  zum Park.

5. (heißen) Das Kind  Angela.

6. (bitten)  du um eine Tasse (cup) Kaffee?

PPP
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7. (trinken)  ihr keinen Wein?

8. (fahren) Gestern  ich in die Schweiz.

9. (� iegen) Der junge Pilot  nach Italien.

10. (bekommen) Warum  wir nur (only) eine Postkarte?

There are a few more adverbial expressions that suggest that an action or 
event can take place in the past. They are:

am Vormittag in the morning

am Mittag at noon

am Nachmittag in the afternoon

am Abend in the evening

in der Nacht at night

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to the adverbs that help describe when 
the past tense action took place:

Am Vormittag aßen wir in der Küche. In the morning we ate in the kitchen.

Am Mittag ging er nach Hause. He went home at noon.

Was tatet ihr am Nachmittag? What did you do in the afternoon?

Am Abend lasen wir die Zeitung. In the evening we read the 
newspaper.

In der Nacht kam ein Mann an die Tür. At night a man came to the door.

Gestern � ogen die Touristen nach 
Moskau.

Yesterday the tourists � ew to 
Moscow.

Vor einer Woche fand er seinen Pass 
wieder.

A week ago he found his passport 
again.

Step 2: Numbers, the Year, and Age
You have already learned the numbers from 1 to 20. Numbers greater than 
20 do something special. � e number is stated in the same way that it was in 
English in a former time: 4 and 20 blackbirds, 8 and 40 pounds. Let’s look at 
some numbers greater than 19:

20 zwanzig 30 dreißig

21 einundzwanzig 33 dreiunddreißig

22 zweiundzwanzig 40 vierzig

PPP
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44 vierundvierzig	 74 vierundsiebzig

50 fünfzig	 80 achtzig

56 sechsundfünfzig	 85 fünfundachtzig

59 neunundfünfzig	 90 neunzig

60 sechzig	 97 siebenundneunzig

61 einundsechzig	 100 hundert

63 dreiundsechzig	 1,000 tausend

70 siebzig	 10,000 zehntausend

No matter how large a number is, it is written as one word; therefore, 
Germans tend to use numerals far more than words to express numbers. In 
order to be clear about how a number is structured, the following examples 
will not follow the German tendency and will express numbers as words.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to how the numbers are formed.

Es kostete zweihundert Euro pro Monat. It cost 200 euros per month.

Die Mäntel kosteten fünfundvierzig Euro. The coats cost 45 euros.

Martin brauchte achthundert Dollar. Martin needed 800 dollars.

Vierundneunzig minus fünf ist 
neunundachtzig.

Ninety-four minus �ve is 
eighty-nine.

Der Polizist ist vierundzwanzig Jahre alt. The police of�cer is 24 years old.

Ich habe viertausend Euro in der Bank. I have 4,000 euros in the bank.

Dreiunddreißig plus elf ist vierundvierzig. Thirty-three plus eleven is 
forty-four.

	 �e Year
A year is made up of 12 months, four weeks in each month, and seven days 
in each week. �ese are high-frequency elements of any language and play an 
important role in learning German.

German expresses years in an easy-to-understand way:

1855	achtzehnhundertfünfundfünfzig	 eighteen �fty-�ve

1978	neunzehnhundertachtundsiebzig	 nineteen seventy-eight

2019	zweitausendneunzehn	� two thousand nineteen, twenty  
  nineteen

Let’s look at some example sentences that illustrate how years can be used.
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Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to how the years are expressed. Be 
careful pronouncing the years that are expressed as numerals.

Wann sind Sie geboren? When were you born?
Ich bin im Jahre neunzehnhundert-
neunundachtzig geboren.

I was born in (the year) 1989.

Ich bin im Jahre zweitausendeins 
geboren.

I was born in (the year) 2001.

Sie ist neunzehnhundertsiebzig 
geboren.

She was born in 1970.

Das Kind ist im Jahre 2009 
geboren.

The child was born in (the year) 2009.

Die Zwillinge sind 1999 geboren. The twins were born in 1999.
Er kam im Jahre 2012 nach Amerika. He came to America in (the year) 2012.
Sie besuchte 2018 ihre Eltern 
in Bonn.

In 2018 she visited her parents 
in Bonn.

Wondering About This? im Jahre
German says in a certain year in two ways: with the phrase im Jahre and 
omitting the phrase im Jahre. In either case the English translation is the same. 
For example:

Sie ist im Jahre 1988 geboren. She was born in 1988.

Sie ist 1988 geboren. She was born in 1988.

Ich bin im Jahre 2002 geboren. I was born in 2002.

Ich bin 2002 geboren. I was born in 2002.

Be careful. Note that when im Jahre is omitted, there is no preposition in
in the German sentence.

 � e Months
Remembering the German months is relatively simple because their names 
are similar to English:

Januar January

Februar February

März March

April April

Mai May

Juni June

PPP
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Juli	 July

August	 August

September	 September

Oktober	 October

November	 November

Dezember	 December

When saying in what month something occurred, the preposition im pre-
cedes the month. For example:

Er ist im Oktober geboren.	 He was born in October.

Erik besuchte Monika im Juli.	 Erik visited Monika in July.

Im Dezember arbeitete ich in Berlin.	 In December I worked in Berlin.

Just as im is used with the phrase im Jahre or with the months, it is also 
used when telling in what season something occurred:

Im Sommer wohnte sie in Heidelberg.	 In the summer she lived in  
	   Heidelberg.

Im Herbst ist es oft kühl.	 In the fall, it is often cool.

Im Winter schneit es.	 It snows in the winter.

Im Frühling regnet es sehr oft.	 In the spring it rains very often.

	 Days of the Week
�e days of the week are:

Montag	 Monday

Dienstag	 Tuesday

Mittwoch 	 Wednesday

Donnerstag	 Thursday

Freitag	 Friday

Samstag/Sonnabend	 Saturday

Sonntag	 Sunday

When telling on what day something occurred, the preposition am pre-
cedes the day:

Am Montag ging ich zur Schule.	 On Monday I went to school.

Was tut ihr am Mittwoch?	 What are you doing on  
	   Wednesday?

Am Samstag kam Marianne nach Hause.	Marianne came home on  
	   Saturday.
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In Chapter 7 you encountered the phrase vor einem Jahr (a year ago). 
� ose words translated more literally to a year before. � is expression like the 
years, months, and days describes a moment in time: Vor einem Jahr wohnte 
ich in Spanien. A year ago I lived in Spain. � e noun Jahr can be replaced by 
other words that describe a moment in time. For example:

Vor einem Tag bekam ich seinen Brief. A day ago I received his letter.

Vor einer Woche besuchten wir sie. A week ago we visited them.

Vor einem Monat � og sie nach Polen. A month ago she � ew to Poland.

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to when the action takes place:

Im Jahre 1999 wohnten wir in Frankreich. In 1999 we lived in France.

Bist du im Juni oder Juli geboren? Were you born in June or July?

Mein Geburtstag ist im März. My birthday is in March.

Ist Ihr Geburtstag im Februar? Is your birthday in February?

Im August ist es sehr heiß. In August it is very hot.

Ist es noch warm im Herbst? Is it still warm in the fall?

Am Sonntag sind meine Eltern oft zu 
Hause.

My parents are often at home 
on Sunday.

Sein Geburtstag ist am Dienstag. His birthday is on Tuesday.

Am Donnerstag � ogen sie nach Spanien. On Thursday they � ew to 
Spain.

Wessen Geburtstag ist am Sonnabend? Whose birthday is on Saturday?

Vor einem Monat bekam ich diese 
Postkarte.

A month ago I received this 
postcard.

The noun die Postkarte means postcard. If you are talking about picture 
postcards that show images of places you visited, the noun you need is die 
Ansichtskarte (picture postcard).

PPP
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K Exercise 8.3
Reword each sentence with the word or phrase provided in parentheses. For example:

 arbeitete er in Berlin.

(September) Im September arbeitete er in Berlin.

(Winter) Im Winter arbeitete er in Berlin.

Ihr Geburtstag ist .

1. (Herbst)  

2. (Dienstag)  

3. (Januar)  

Wo wohntet ihr ?

4. (Oktober)  

5. (Sommer)  

6. (2010)  

Mein Sohn ist  geboren.

7. (Montag)  

8. (Dezember)  

Ich besuchte meine Familie .

9. (Frühling)  

10. (März)  

Wondering About This? im, am
The words im and am are actually not prepositions but contractions of a prep-
osition and a de� nite article. German often makes a contraction of these two 
elements. For example:

Preposition and Article Contraction

an dem am on the, at the

in das ins into the

in dem im in the

zu dem zum to the

zu der zur to the

For the time being, do not worry about the grammar associated with these 
contractions. This will be explained fully in a future chapter.

PPP
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Using  fragen
�e verb fragen  means ask a question. It is frequently used to introduce a 
question that was posed by someone. When this occurs in German, there is 
a di�erent word order than when it occurs in English. Compare the English 
questions and statements that follow ask. Take note of the position of the 
verb.

Where is your brother today? She asks where your brother is today.

Whom did you see there? I ask whom you saw there.

Why must she tell lies? He asks why she must tell lies.

Now look at similar questions in German and take note of the position of 
the verb:

Wo arbeitet Herr Bauer? Er fragt, wo Herr 
Bauer arbeitet.

He asks where Mr. Bauer 
works.

Wann kommt der nächste Zug? Ich frage, 
wann der nächste Zug kommt.

I ask when the next train is 
coming.

Wessen Freund bekam den Brief? Er fragt, 
wessen Freund den Brief bekam.

He asks whose friend received 
the letter.

Wie schnell läuft der Sportler? Sie fragen, 
wie schnell der Sportler läuft.

They ask how fast the athlete 
runs.

When a question is made into a statement after the verb fragen, the verb 
becomes the last element in the sentence.

K	 Exercise 8.4

Reword each question with the phrase Er fragt. For example:

Was kaufte die Frau? Er fragt, was die Frau kaufte.

1.	Wer ist jetzt zwanzig Jahre alt? �

2.	Wessen Bruder wohnt in der Schweiz? �

3.	Wie heißen diese Mädchen? �

4.	Wen besuchten die Touristen in München? �

5.	Wie alt ist deine Tochter? �

6.	Wann möchten Sie nach Hause fahren? �
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7.	Wohin liefen die Jungen? �

8.	Was kostet zweihundert Euro? �

9.	Woher kamen diese Männer? �

10.	Wann ist ihr Geburtstag? �

Say It Out Loud
Read each sentence out loud, paying attention to how age is expressed:

Wie alt ist Ihre Frau?	 How old is your wife?

Meine Frau ist einunddreißig Jahre alt.	 My wife is 31 years old.

Wie alt ist die Burg?	 How old is the castle?

Die Burg ist eintausendzwanzig Jahre alt.	 The castle is 1,020 years old.

Wie alt ist das Baby?	 How old is the baby?

Das Baby ist sechs Monate alt.	 The baby is six months old.

Wie alt ist euer Haus?	 How old is your house?

Unser Haus ist zwei Jahre alt.	 Our house is two years old.

Neuter Plurals
Just like masculine and feminine plurals, neuter plurals follow some patterns, 
but these patterns are not always consistent, and irregularities sometimes 
occur. �e simplest form of neuter plural is with nouns that end in the dimin-
utive su�xes -chen and -lein:

Neuter	 Plural

das Mädchen	 die Mädchen	 the girls

kein Mädchen	 keine Mädchen	 no girls

ein Mädchen	 Mädchen	 girls

das Röslein	 die Röslein	 the little roses

dieses Röslein	 diese Röslein	 these little roses

ein Röslein	 Röslein	 little roses

As with masculine and feminine plurals, neuter plurals use the de�nite 
article die, and when the article suggests an inde�nite meaning, no article is 
used. If der-words or ein-words modify plurals, they have an -e ending.
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Neuter nouns that are of one syllable tend to form the plural with the end-
ing -er. On less frequent occasions, nouns of more than one syllable use this 
ending as well. If the noun has an umlaut vowel (a, o, u), there is a tendency 
to add an umlaut in the plural. For example:

Neuter	 Plural

das Bild	 die Bilder	 the pictures

das Buch	 die Bücher	 the books

das Gesicht	 die Gesichter	 the faces

das Haus	 die Häuser	 the houses

das Kind	 die Kinder	 the children

das Land	 die Länder	 the lands, countries

You have already discovered that German plurals often break the rules. 
�is is true of masculine, feminine, or neuter nouns. Some of the neuter plu-
rals that break the rules are:

das Bett	 die Betten	 the beds

das Drama	 die Dramen	 the dramas

das Gebäude	 die Gebäude	 the buildings

das Hemd	 die Hemden	 the shirts

das Sweatshirt	 die Sweatshirts	 the sweatshirts

das Theater	 die Theater	 the theaters

K	 Exercise 8.5
Reword each sentence, changing the singular neuter subject to a plural subject. For 
example:

Das Kind ist drei Jahre alt.

Die Kinder sind drei Jahre alt.

1.	Dieses Land ist sehr weit (far) von hier.

�

2.	Das Mädchen lief sehr schnell.

�

3.	Wo ist dein Haus?

�
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4.	 Ist das Theater an der Ecke neu?

�

5.	Dieses Buch ist sehr alt.

�

6.	Mein Hemd ist rot und weiß.

�

7.	Das Kind spielt im Garten.

�

8.	Dieses Büchlein ist alt.

�

9.	 Ihr Gesicht ist nicht schön.

�

10.	 Ist dieses Lied alt?

�

e Let’s Read

Read the following dialogue and determine the meaning of the lines on your 
own:

WERNER: Guten Abend, Marianne. Wohin gehst du?

MARIANNE: Ich gehe zur Geburtstagsparty. Meine Großmutter ist achtzig.

WERNER: Wann hast du Geburtstag?

MARIANNE: Im Mai. Ich bin im Jahre 1998 geboren.

WERNER: Mein Geburtstag ist auch im Mai.

MARIANNE: Wann bist du geboren? 1998?

WERNER: Nein, ich bin 1991 geboren.

MARIANNE: Auf Wiedersehen, Werner.

WERNER: Tschüß.
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K	 Review Quiz 8
Choose the letter of the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.	Er  eine Apfelsine und trank ein Glas Milch.

a. trinkt

b. aß

c. kaufst

d. verkauftest

2.	Erik  um ein Glas Wasser.

a. batet

b. bat

c. möchtest

d. möchtet

3.	  arbeitete ich in München.

a. Ein Jahr

b. März

c. Vor einem Monat

d. Sommer und Herbst

4.	  Mädchen lasen die Zeitungen.

a. Kein

b. Dieses

c. Mein

d. Die

5.	Am  ging ich ins Theater.

a. Abend

b. Woche

c. Frühling

d. vor einem Jahr

6.	  du wieder nach Heidelberg?

a. Fuhrst

b. Lief

c. Flogen

d. Lauft

7.	  Juni besuchten wir unsere Eltern.

a. Vor einem

b. Im

c. 2010

d. Im Jahre

8.	Dieser Wagen kostete  Euro.

a. wie viel

b. ihr

c. siebentausend

d. eins

9.	Seine  sind in der Küche.

a. Lied

b. Bücher

c. Boden

d. Landkarte

10.	Unsere Tochter ist jetzt  alt.

a. neunzehn Jahre

b. vor einem Jahr

c. im Jahre 1999

d. das Jahr
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New Vocabulary

Abend (m.)	 evening

April 	 April

August	 August

Baby (n.)	 baby

bekommen	 receive, get

Bett (n.)	 bed

Bild (n.)	 picture

Briefträger (m.)	 letter carrier

Burg (f.)	 castle

Dezember	 December

Dienstag (m.)	 Tuesday

Donnerstag (m.)	 Thursday

Drama (n.)	 drama

erwarten	 await, expect

Februar	 February

�nden 	 �nd

�iegen 	 �y

Freitag (m.)	 Friday

Frühling (m.)	 spring

Gebäude (n.)	 building

geboren	 born

Geburtstag (m.)	 birthday

Gesicht (n.)	 face

helfen	 help

Herbst (m.)	 fall, autumn

Jahr (n.)	 year

Januar	 January

Juli	 July

Juni	 June

Lied (n.)	 song

Mai	 May

März	 March

Mittag (m.)	 noon, midday

Mittwoch (m.)	 Wednesday
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Monat (m.)	 month

Montag (m.)	 Monday

Nachmittag (m.)	 afternoon

Nacht (f.)	 night

November	 November

Oktober	 October

Russisch	 Russian

Samstag/Sonnabend (m.)	 Saturday

schön	 nice, pretty

schreiben	 write

September	 September

Sommer (m.)	 summer

Tasse (f.)	 cup

Theater (n.)	 theater

tun	 do

Tür (f.)	 door

versprechen	 promise

verstehen	 understand

vor	 before

Vormittag (m.)	 morning

Wasser (n.)	 water

weit	 far

Winter (m.)	 winter

Woche (f.)	 week
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In this chapter you will encounter the dative case and its use. Some important 
verbs and their various applications will also be introduced.

Some questions that will be answered are:

✓� How does the dative case differ from the nominative and accusative cases?
✓� What form do objects take in the dative case?
✓� How are haben, sein, and werden conjugated in the past tense?
✓� What are the conjugations of verbs like wissen and kennen?

Dative Case
�ere is no dative case in English. English uses the terms subjective case 
(nominative) and object case (accusative) to describe the two kinds of English 
declensions. In the objective case, objects are the nouns and primarily the pro-
nouns that are a�ected by the case. For example:

Subjective:	 The boys are playing soccer.

		  They are playing soccer.

Objective:	 We watch the boys. (direct object)

		  We watch them. (direct object)

		  We take pictures of the boys. (object of the preposition of)

		  We take pictures of them. (object of the preposition of)

		  We gave the boys their trophy. (indirect object)

		  We gave them their trophy. (indirect object)

�e objective case is used with direct objects, objects of prepositions, and 
indirect objects.

9
Dative Case and  

More Irregular Past Tense
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Appendix A
Fraktur Alphabet (1600–1940)

Aa	 Aa

Bb	 Bb

Cc	 Cc

Dd	 Dd

Ee	 Ee

Ff	 Ff

Gg	 Gg

Hh	 Hh

Ii	 Ii

Jj	 Jj

Kk	 Kk

Ll	 Ll

Mm	 Mm

Nn	 Nn

Oo	 Oo

Pp	 Pp

Qq	 Qq

Rr	 Rr

Ss	 Ss

Tt 	 Tt

Uu	 Uu

Vv	 Vv

Ww	 Ww

Xx 	 Xx

Yy	 Yy

Zz	 Zz

ß	 ß

Ää	 Ää

Öö	 Öö

Üü	 Üü
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Only the second person and third person singular are shown in the pres-
ent tense. In the past tense, the third person singular is provided. However, 
because of the number of irregularities in the conjugation, the full present 
tense conjugation of sein and tun is shown.

IND iCATiVE SUBJUNCTiVE

In�nitive Present Past Past Participle Imperfect

backen bäckst buk or gebacken büke or

bäckt backte backte

befehlen be�ehlst befahl befohlen beföhle

be�ehlt

be�eißen be�eißt be�iss be�issen be�isse

be�eißt

beginnen beginnst begann begonnen begönne

beginnt

beißen beißt biss gebissen bisse

beißt

bergen birgst barg geborgen bürge

birgt

bersten birst barst geborsten börste

birst

betrügen betrügst betrog betrogen betröge

betrügt

Appendix B
�e Principal Parts of Irregular Verbs
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Chapter 1  Pronunciation and Cognates
Review Quiz 1

1. b  2. a  3. a  4. d  5. d  6. c  7. a  8. c  9. a  10. d

Chapter 2  Gender and heißen
Exercise 2.1 
(Sample answers are provided.)

1. Bruder  2. Vater  3. Tag  4. Auf  5. Onkel  6. Ihre Mutter  7. Peter  8. ist 

9. Berlin  10. Mein

Exercise 2.2

1. der Onkel Ihr Onkel mein Onkel  2. die Tante Ihre Tante meine Tante  3. die 
Tasche Ihre Tasche meine Tasche  4. der Wagen Ihr Wagen mein Wagen  5. die 
Lehrerin Ihre Lehrerin meine Lehrerin  6. der Mantel Ihr Mantel mein Mantel   
7. die Schwester Ihre Schwester meine Schwester  8. der Sohn Ihr Sohn mein 
Sohn  9. die Tochter Ihre Tochter meine Tochter 

Exercise 2.3

1. die Mutter Ihre Mutter meine Mutter  2. das Buch Ihr Buch mein Buch  3. der 
Pilot Ihr Pilot mein Pilot  4. das Röslein Ihr Röslein mein Röslein  5. das Geld Ihr 
Geld mein Geld  6. der Jurist Ihr Jurist mein Jurist  7. die Lehrerin Ihre Lehrerin 
meine Lehrerin  8. die Tante Ihre Tante meine Tante  9. die Schwester Ihre Schwester 
meine Schwester  10. das Auto Ihr Auto mein Auto

Answer Key
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Exercise 2.4 
(Sample answers are provided.)

1. ist  2. heißen  3. Schwester  4. Ihr  5. Haus  6. Bruder  7. Wo  8. Ich   
9. Student  10. Sie

Review Quiz 2 

1. c  2. a  3. a  4. b  5. b  6. d  7. a  8. b  9. d  10. a

Chapter 3  Nominative Pronouns, der-Words, and the Verb sein
Exercise 3.1

1. sie  2. es  3. er  4. er  5. sie  6. es  7. es  8. sie  9. er  10. sie

Exercise 3.2

1. Der Mann ist jung.  2. Die Straße ist lang.  3. Das Auto ist rot.  4. Der Mantel  
ist neu.  5. Die Vase ist schwarz.  6. Das Kleid ist klein.  7. Der Lehrer ist groß.   
8. Die Bluse ist gelb.  9. Das Hemd ist blau.  10. Der Rock ist weiß.

Exercise 3.3

1. Wagen	 der	 welcher	 dieser	 jener	 jeder

2. Küche	 die	 welche	 diese	 jene	 jede

3. Mantel	 der	 welcher	 dieser	 jener	 jeder

4. Bluse	 die	 welche	 diese	 jene	 jede

5. Buch	 das	 welches	 dieses	 jenes	 jedes

6. Garten	 der	 welcher	 dieser	 jener	 jeder

7. Rock	 der	 welcher	 dieser	 jener	 jeder

8. Bleistift	 der	 welcher	 dieser	 jener	 jeder

9. Schule	 die	 welche	 diese	 jene	 jede

10. Kind	 das	 welches	 dieses	 jenes	 jedes

Exercise 3.4

1. Welche Farbe hat das Hemd? Es ist blau. 2. Welche Farbe hat die Bluse? Sie ist 
grün.  3. Welche Farbe hat der Fotoapparat? Er ist schwarz. 4. Welche Farbe hat der 
Wagen? Er ist rot.  5. Welche Farbe hat die Vase? Sie ist gelb.
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Exercise 3.5

1. Seid  2. bin  3. ist  4. bist  5. sind  6. sind  7. sind   
8. seid  9. Bist  10. Sind

Review Quiz 3

1. b  2. a  3. d  4. b  5. c  6. b  7. a  8. d  9. a  10. b

Chapter 4  Ein-Words, haben, and the Present Tense
Exercise 4.1

1. ein Student  2. eine Landkarte  3. eine CD  4. ein Mädchen  5. ein Stuhl   
6. ein Tier  7. eine Stadt  8. eine Bibliothek  9. ein Telefon  10. ein Bleistift

Exercise 4.2

1. ein Student; der unser  2. die Landkarte; die seine  3. die CD; die deine  4. das 
Kleid; das Ihr  5. der Stuhl; der ihr  6. das Tier; das ihr  7. die Stadt; die eure  8. die 
Bibliothek; die unsere  9. das Telefon; das mein  10. der Bleistift; der dein

Exercise 4.3

1. hat  2. haben  3. habe  4. hat  5. Hast  6. Haben  7. Haben  8. hat   
9. Haben  10. hat  11. Hat  12. Habt  13. hast  14. haben  15. habe

Exercise 4.4

1. seid  2. Hören  3. gehe  4. �iegen  5. Kaufst  6. verkauft  7. schreibt   
8. trinkt  9. Versteht  10. lernen

Review Quiz 4

1. b  2. b  3. d  4. a  5. b  6. d  7. a  8. a  9. d  10. b

Chapter 5  Irregular Present Tense and werden
Exercise 5.1

1. geht  2. fahre  3. läuft  4. bin  5. fahren  6. kommt  7. hat  8. Läufst   
9. kommen  10. Fahrt  11. hat  12. Ist  13. komme  14. fährst  15. läuft
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Exercise 5.2

1. fährt  2. spricht  3. Kommt  4. Siehst  5. isst  6. Hat  7. geschieht  8. Lesen   
9. emp�ehlt  10. Habt  11. be�ehlt  12. gebe  13. helfen  14. vergisst  15. essen

Exercise 5.3

1. Heute  2. wird  3. wird es  4. donnert  5. sie  6. Im Winter  7. krank   
8. wieder  9. schneit  10. es

Exercise 5.4

1. Wie viel ist zwanzig weniger/minus acht? Zwanzig weniger/minus acht ist 
zwölf.  2. Wie viel ist acht plus/und drei? Acht plus/und drei ist elf.  3. Wie viel ist 
neunzehn weniger/minus achtzehn? Neunzehn weniger/minus achtzehn ist eins.  
4. Wie viel ist drei plus/und vier? Drei plus/und vier ist sieben.  5. Wie viel ist 
siebzehn weniger/minus fünfzehn? Siebzehn weniger/minus fünfzehn ist zwei.

Review Quiz 5

1. c  2. a  3. d  4. a  5. b  6. b  7. d  8. b  9. c  10. d

Chapter 6  Accusative Case: Direct Objects and Prepositions
Exercise 6.1

1. Was kaufe ich?  2. Wen besucht mein Bruder?  3. Wen hat Erik gern?  4. Was 
küsst der Herr?  5. Was brauchen wir?  6. Was isst die Frau? 7. Wen sehen wir?   
8. Was besuchen die Mädchen?  9. Wen besuchen sie?  10. Was trinke ich?

Exercise 6.2

1. Wer verkauft dieses Auto?  2. Wer verkauft diesen Wagen?  3. Meine Mutter 
schreibt keine Postkarte.  4. Meine Mutter schreibt keinen Brief.  5. Die Männer 
bauen eine Schule.  6. Die Männer bauen ein Theater.  7. Die Kinder verstehen 
diesen Arzt nicht.  8. Die Kinder verstehen diese Lehrerin nicht.  9. Wir besuchen 
unsere Tante in Österreich.  10. Wir besuchen unseren Sohn in Österreich.

Exercise 6.3

1. mich  2. uns  3. ihr  4. Sie  5. dich  6. wen  7. sie  8. ihn  9. es  10. ich

Swick_Ans.indd   372 10/31/2014   2:59:30 PM



	 Answer Key� 373

Exercise 6.4

1. Der Amerikaner arbeitet für mich.  2. Der Amerikaner arbeitet für deine 
Schwester.  3. Warum kommen die Jungen ohne dich?  4. Warum kommen die 
Jungen ohne den Sportler? 5. Niemand ist gegen uns.  6. Niemand ist gegen  
unsere Tochter.  7. Das Mädchen läuft durch das Haus.  8. Das Mädchen läuft  
durch die Straße.  9. Der Mann bittet um den Wein.  10. Der Mann bittet um  
ein Geschenk.  11. Was hast du für sie?  12. Was hast du für diese Dame?  
13. Herr Braun kommt ohne sie.  14. Herr Braun kommt ohne seine Freundin.   
15. Warum bitten Sie um einen Bleistift?

Exercise 6.5

1. die Brüder  2. die Onkel  3. der Junge  4. der Amerikaner  5. die Mäntel   
6. der Brief  7. die Bleistifte  8. die Wagen  9. die Flüsse  10. der Schuh   
11. die Männer  12. der Pullover  13. die Jungen  14. die Freunde   
15. der Dieb

Review Quiz 6

1. b  2. c  3. a  4. a  5. a  6. d  7. d  8. c  9. c  10. a

Mastery Check 1

1. b  2. a  3. b  4. a  5. a  6. b  7. d  8. b  9. d  10. a  11. a  12. b   
13. c  14. b  15. d  16. a  17. a  18. c  19. d  20. a  21. b  22. a   
23. d  24. c  25. b

Chapter 7  Regular Past Tense and Interrogative Words
Exercise 7.1

1. machte  2. fragte  3. sagten  4. verkauftet  5. kauften  6. suchte   
7. hörten  8. besuchte  9. reisten  10. wohntest

Exercise 7.2

1. Was machte Ihre Freundin?  2. Wir arbeiteten in Heidelberg.  3. Thomas spielte 
gern Fußball.  4. Wohntest du in München?  5. Meine Eltern hörten Radio.  6. Die 
alte Dame redete kein Wort.  7. Im Winter reiste seine Familie nach Italien.  8. Die 
Kinder lernten Mathematik.  9. Suchten Sie den Bahnhof? 10. Was bauten die 
Männer?
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Exercise 7.3

1. Gestern warteten wir an der Ecke.  2. Gestern zeigten sie Frau Bauer den 
Wagen.  3. Die Eltern reisten nach Hamburg.  4. Vor einer Woche regnete es jeden 
Tag.  5. Vor drei Monaten wohnten Thomas und Tina in Berlin.

Exercise 7.4

1. Er verkaufte das Fahrrad, denn das Fahrrad ist alt. 2. Er fotogra�ert das Mädchen, 
denn das Mädchen ist schön.  3. Die Blumen kosten zwanzig Euro, denn die Blumen 
sind teuer.  4. Sie reiste nach Paris, denn ihre Freunde wohnten in Frankreich. 5. Sie 
versteht uns nicht, denn sie ist Amerikanerin.

Exercise 7.5

1. Wann besuchte er seinen Onkel in Hamburg?  2. Wann fahren sie gern in die 
Alpen?  3. Wie geht es Frau Schneider? 4. Wer lehrte Deutsch hier?  5. Wohin 
reisten viele Studenten? 6. Woher kommen die Touristen?  7. Warum ist Ihre Mutter 
heute zu Hause?  8. Wen fotogra�erte Martin?  9. Was möchten wir kaufen?   
10. Für wen arbeitete unser Vater?

Exercise 7.6

1. die Touristinnen  2. die Frauen  3. die Bluse  4. die Schwestern  5. die Tante   
6. die Zeitungen  7. die Uhren  8. die Postkarte  9. die Straßen  10. die Mütter

Exercise 7.7 
(Sample answers are provided.)

1. MONIKA: Er ist zu Hause.  2. MONIKA: Nein, ich besuchte meine Tante.   
3. MARTIN: Wie viele Brüder hast du?  4. MARTIN: Möchtest du nach Amerika 
reisen?  5. MARTIN: Das stimmt.

Review Quiz 7

1. a  2. d  3. a  4. b  5. d  6. b  7. a  8. b  9. d  10. b

Chapter 8  Irregular Past Tense and Neuter Plurals
Exercise 8.1

1. ich	 trank	 verstand	 kam	 hieß

2. du	 trankst	 verstandest	 kamst	 hießt

3. er	 trank	 verstand	 kam	 hieß
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4. wir	 tranken	 verstanden	 kamen	 hießen

5. ihr	 trankt	 verstandet	 kamt	 hießt

6. Sie	 tranken	 verstanden	 kamen	 hießen

7. sie pl.	 tranken	 verstanden	 kamen	 hießen

8. Erik	 trank	 verstand	 kam	 hieß

9. wer	 trank	 verstand	 kam	 hieß

10. sie s.	 trank	 verstand	 kam	 hieß

Exercise 8.2

1. schrieb  2. verstanden  3. sangen  4. ging  5. hieß  6. Batest  7. Trankt   
8. fuhr  9. �og  10. bekamen

Exercise 8.3

1. Ihr Geburtstag ist im Herbst.  2. Ihr Geburtstag ist am Dienstag.  3. Ihr Geburtstag 
ist im Januar.  4. Wo wohntet ihr im Oktober?  5. Wo wohntet ihr im Sommer?   
6. Wo wohntet ihr (im Jahre) 2010?  7. Mein Sohn ist am Montag geboren.  8. Mein 
Sohn ist im Dezember geboren.  9. Ich besuchte meine Familie im Frühling.  10. Ich 
besuchte meine Familie im März.

Exercise 8.4

1. Er fragt, wer jetzt zwanzig Jahre alt ist. 2. Er fragt, wessen Bruder in der Schweiz 
wohnt.  3. Er fragt, wie diese Mädchen heißen.  4. Er fragt, wen die Touristen in 
München besuchten.  5. Er fragt, wie alt deine Tochter ist.  6. Er fragt, wann Sie 
nach Hause fahren möchten.  7. Er fragt, wohin die Jungen liefen.  8. Er fragt, was 
zweihundert Euro kostet.  9. Er fragt, woher diese Männer kamen. 10. Er fragt, 
wann ihr Geburtstag ist.

Exercise 8.5

1. Diese Länder sind sehr weit von hier.  2. Die Mädchen liefen sehr schnell.   
3. Wo sind deine Häuser?  4. Sind die Theater an der Ecke neu? 5. Diese Bücher 
sind sehr alt.  6. Meine Hemden sind rot und weiß.  7. Die Kinder spielen im 
Garten.  8. Diese Büchlein sind alt.  9. Ihre Gesichter sind nicht schön.  10. Sind 
diese Lieder alt?

Review Quiz 8

1. b  2. b  3. c  4. d  5. a  6. a  7. b  8. c  9. b  10. a
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