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Guten Tag. und du? Ich bin zwolf

Wie heiBt du? | I;:/Ir hgli(Be Jahre alt.
)\, onika.

Wie alt bist

Ja, ich spreche
Deutsch und ein
biBchen Englisch.

Sprichst du
Deutsch?

Sprichst du

Ja, ein biBchen. Deutsch, Fifi?

“._.———,' /4

Heinz spricht
Deutsch, Franzésisch
und Englisch!



Internet links

Throughout this book we have recommended useful
websites for learning German and finding out more
about Germany. You can find links to all the websites,
plus downloadable puzzles to print out, at the
Usborne Quicklinks Website.

1. Go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com
2. Type the keywords for this book:
german for beginners
3. Type the page number of the link you want to visit.
4. Click on the links to go to the recommended sites.

Here are some of the things you can do on the
websites recommended in this book:

e Listen to German phrases and conversations.

e Watch video clips of everyday situations.

e Carry out interactive lessons and exercises.

* Solve word searches and play matching games.

Site availability

The links in Usborne Quicklinks are regularly
reviewed and updated, but occasionally you may
get a message that a site is unavailable. This might
be temporary, so try again later, or even the next day.
Websites do occasionally close down and when this
happens, we will replace them with new links in
Usborne Quicklinks. Sometimes we add extra links
too, if we think they are useful. So when you visit
Usborne Quicklinks, the links may be slightly
different to those described in your book.

What you need

To visit the websites you need a computer with an
internet connection and a web browser (the software
that lets you look at information from the internet).
Many language websites have recordings and
pronunciation guides that you can listen to. To hear
these recordings you need a media player such as
Windows Media® Player or RealPlayer®. You
probably already have one of these, but if not, you
can download them for free from the internet.

For more information about media players, and other
free programs called ‘plug-ins’ that enable your
browser to display video clips and animations, go to

the Net Help area on the Usborne Quicklinks Website.

Safety on the internet

Ask your parent’s or guardian’s permission before you
connect to the internet and make sure you follow these
simple rules:

e Never give out information about yourself, such as
your real name, address, phone number or the name
of your school.

e If a site asks you to log in or register by typing your
name or email address, ask permission from an adult
first.

Note for parents and guardians

The websites described in this book are regularly
reviewed, but the content of a website may change at
any time and Usborne Publishing is not responsible for
the content on any website other than its own.

We recommend that children are supervised while on
the internet, that they do not use internet chat rooms,
and that you use internet filtering software to block
unsuitable material. Please ensure that your children
read and follow the safety guidelines printed above.
For more information, see the Net Help area on the
Usborne Quicklinks Website.

COMPUTER NOT ESSENTIAL

This book is a fun and informative
language book on its own.

Usborne Publishing is not responsible and does not
accept liability for the availability or content of any
website other than its own, or for any exposure to
harmful, offensive or inaccurate material which may
appear on the Web. Usborne Publishing will have
no liability for any damage or loss caused by viruses
that may be downloaded as a result of browsing the
sites it recommends. Usborne picture puzzles can
be downloaded for personal use, but may not be
used for any commercial purposes.

Windows Media is the registered trademark of Microsoft
Corporation in the United States and other countries.
RealPlayer is a registered trademark of RealNetworks, Inc.
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About this book

Going abroad is much more fun if you can  is a lot easier than you might think. It
speak a little of the language. This book teaches you the German you will find
shows you that learning another language  useful in everyday situations.

You can find outhow to . ..

and ask for what you want in
say what you like, find your way around shops.

How you learn

[ Hallo! w{ uter , |
: Morgen!
" %\ /»/ .- - -

- Picture strips like this show look up any words youdo not  and gets more difficult
you what to say in each know. Words and phrasesare  towards the end.
situation. Read the speech repeated, to help you
bubbles and see how much remember them. The book
you can understand, then starts with easy things to say

2



New words

All the new words you come across are listed
on each double page, so that you can look
them up as you go along. If you forget any
words you can look them up in the glossary
on pages 46-48. *If you see an asterisk by a
word, it means that there is a note about it at
the bottom of the page.

Internet links*

At the top of each double page you will

- find descriptions of useful websites for

| learning German. For links to these sites,
go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com and
enter the keywords german for beginners.

Grammar

Boxes like this around words show where
new grammar is explained. You will find
German easier if you learn some of its
grammar, or rules, but don’t worry if you
don’t understand it all straightaway. You can
find out more about the grammar used in the
book on pages 42-43.

Puzzles

Throughout this book there are puzzles
and quizzes to solve (see answers on pages
44-45). You can also find picture puzzles
to print out on the Usborne Quicklinks
Website at www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Write all the new words you
learn in a notebook and try to
learn a few every day. Keep
going over them and you will
soon remember them.

Ask a friend to keep testing
you on your German. Even
better, ask someone to learn
German with you so that you
can practise on each other.

Try to go to Germany for your
holidays, and speak as much
German as you can. Don’t be
afraid of making mistakes. No
one will mind.

* For more information on using the Internet, see inside the front cover.




Saying ““Hello and Goodbye”’

The first thingsyouneedto /& p- =
know how to say in German (( Hallo W Nich

are “Hello”” and ““How are i b { ient so
you?” There are different danke.
greetings for different
times of day and here you
can find out what to say
when.

In Germany it is polite to
use people’s names when
you say ““Hello” to them.
The word for Mr. is Herr.
The word for Mrs. is Frau
and Miss is Fraulein.

Saying “‘Hello” W Guten
" Guten ' Morgen,
Tag*, Frau Herr
Voss. l Fischer.

This is what you say when you  Guten Tagmeans “Good day”’,  This is how you say “Good

greet someone you know well.  GutenMorgen’‘Good morning”. evening”.
Saying ‘“Goodbye”’ ( Auf — 7 Saying ‘“Goodnight”

TN

S—— e— : /| Bis bald!
\ Wedersehen : L__/_

S
Lch\hﬁ%./J\Tschusy-J

& ;
Tschiis is a friendly way of These are different ways of You only say Gute Nacht last
saying “Goodbye”. saying “See you again”’. thing at night.

4 *In Southern Germany people usually say Grii Gott instead.



Internet links For links to websites where you can listen to lots of German
greetings and expressions, go to www.ushorne-quicklinks.com

— Auf ]
Jenr gut, | ledersehey.

Hallo,
wie gents 7t

q % o ——: /
B 2 B\ 2 ; e
3 g & 1 /“
" OGES —
: = 7 o) @ 2
| 'y oo ]
| w 551 d/ (‘ I S
How are you? 3 *
y { Hallo, Gut, W ( Hallo, (N/chtso
‘ Hallo, wie geht’s ? ‘ {Wie gents? L danke. l wie gehts? ( qut, danke.

I

200

@

Thisis how to greet someone  This person is saying that she ...but this one is saying
and ask how they are. is fine, thank you . .. things aren’t too good.
mie geht’s?

This list shows you different
ways of saying how you are,
from very well to terrible.
What do you think each of the
people here would say if you
asked them how they were?

sehr gut very well
gut well
ganz gut quite well
es geht so SO SO
nichtsogut notverywell
furchtbar terrible

=




What is your name?

. ot F——A‘___-—_—--ﬂ // —’\\
Here you can find out how ’ Guten Tag. ] { Max, }TCW &
N

to ask someone their name Wie heink
and tell them yours, and l e Me?/ﬁ J Monika.

how to introduce your
friends. Read the picture
strip and see how much you
can understand. Then try
doing the puzzles on the
page opposite.

New Words

ich I

du you

er he

sie she, they*

wie heilit** du? what are you
called?

ich heilRe | am called I .

wie heilit er? what”isdh?e Das ist wmein Freund ' : gr;iuhmzllgt
called? ;

er heifSt he is called Er heipst Peter. - :

sie heilSt she is called (/1 ’

wie heiflen sie? what are
they called?

sie heillen they are
called

wer ist das? who is that?

das ist this/that is

mein Freund my friend
(male)

meine Freundin my friend
(female)

und and

ja yes

nein no

Introducing friends

e
, , . ) Sie heipen
[ Wie heipzen Sie J Klaus und
S H 4" ’r k Dﬂ
aying “you -
In German there are three /
words for ““you”” — du, ihr and
Sie. You use du when talking
to someone you know well
andihrwhenyou are talking to
more than one person. When
you talk to adults you don’t
know well, it is polite to use
Sie, no matter whetheritis
one person or more than one.
To ask someone’s name you
would say Wie hei8en Sie?

6 *Sie means ““she” if the verb ends in ‘t’ and “they” if it ends in ‘en’ (see page 11).
**You pronounce B like ‘ss’.



Internet links for links to websites where you can listen to phrases for introducing
yourself and solve online exercises, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

What are they called? | M |

Can you answer these questions in German?

SRy

Wie heipt meine
Freundin ?

Wie heipt er?

- Who is who?
- Canyou answer the questions below the picture?
) f \l e : N
3 | Hallo,wie | Seargut, || Auf Wiedersehen,

gents? éjda{"k‘e- J i

Michael.

— Nem, ich helfse ]
By ] k Helmut .

Z/ =

Wie heipt du? [M rid, und du
kL . R J Lg _J m et
Who is talking to Fritz? Who is called Helmut? Who is called Anita?
Who is talking to Ingrld? Who is talking to him? Who is going home?
I_,’\:L.\.A : .

2

Can you remember? You have a friend called Anita. How would

you introduce her to someone?
How would you ask someone their name? How would you tell someone your friend is
How would you tell them your name? called Daniel?

e — e e




Finding out what things are called.

| Everything on this picture has its name on things) do. Learn as many of them as you
it. They all begin with a capital letter can, then try the test on the opposite page.
because in German all nouns (names of

v o e )

<G

der Vogel

| (h"‘mc\p\)‘d}‘

£ SN

: 8% %
<

Das ist
wiein Haus.

3

<& @ 2 der Hund

Der, die and das words
In German, nouns are either masculine, learn which word to use with each noun. The

feminine or neuter. The word for ““the” isder ~ German for ““a” or ““an” is ein before der and
before masculine nouns, die before feminine  das words and eine before die words.

nouns and das before neuter ones. Itis best to

der Schornstein chimney die Katze cat das Dach roof

(ein) Vogel bird (eine) Tur door (ein) Haus house
Baum tree Garage garage Nest nest
Hund dog Sonne sun Fenster window
Zaun fence Blume flower Auto car




Internet link For a link to a website with lots of German words with pictures /

and sound files to help you learn them, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com (:\/V\A .
. : Shgh}
Asking what things are called 3 A

Don’t worry if you don’t know Was ist das? ] auch einess

the word for something in
German. You can always ask
what itis. Look at the list of
useful phrases below, then
read the picture strip to see
how to use them.

Das ist eine

was istdas?  what is that?
dasist ... thatis ...
wie heildt das? what is that

called? Nein,
das heiflt ... thatis das ist ein
called...
auf deutsch  in German
auf englisch in English

- Wie neipt Das heipt Und wie heipt Wie
das auf eine Tir. das? heipt das auf
englisch?

Das heirs
ein Hund.

Can you remember?

Cover up the opposite page
and see if you can name these
things in German. Don't
forget to say whether they are
der, die or das words.




Where do you come from?

Here you can find outhow  Where do you come from?
to ask people where they

come from, where they Ich
live, and tell them where Komme aus Wo wohnst du'?
you live. You can also find England.

out how to ask if they spea

German. : Ieh wohne

n London.
New words
woher kommst where do you
du? come from?

ich komme aus | come from
wo wohnst du? where do you

live?
ich wohnein ... llivein
sprichstdu .. .2 doyou
speak ...?
ich spreche ... Ispeak...
ein bisschen  alittle Ich komme aus Meine Freundin
Deutsch German Deutschland. kommt aus
Enplizzh English Frankreich. Sie
Franzosisch French wohnt in Faris.
Countries
Afrika Africa
Deutschland ~ Germany
England England
Frankreich France
Indien India
Schottland Scotland
Osterreich Austria
Spanien Spain
Ungarn Hungary

Do you speak German?

Ja, ich spreche
Deutsch und ein
bisschen Englisch.

Sprichst du
Detitsch, Fifi ?

Ja, ein
birchen.

Sprichst du
Deutsch ?

Heinz spricht Deutsch,
Franzésisch und Englisch!




Internet links For links to websites with exercises, videos and sound clips of people
talking about where they come from, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Who comes from where?

These are the contestants for an international
dancing competition. They all come from
different countries. The compere only speaks

Anqus Das sind Marie ynd
kommt aus Pierre. Sie kommen
Schottland. aus Frankreich.

Kemmt aus
Osterreich.

Where does Franz come from?
What are the Indian contestants called?
Are there any French contestants?

Is Lolita Italian?

English and does not understand where anyone
comes from. Can you tell him what he wants to
know? His questions are below the picture.

Hari und Yuri kommt aus
Indira kommen Ungarn. Er wohnt
aus Indien. in Budapest.

Where
do they all
come from ?

Sie kommt aus
Spanien.

Where do Hari and Indira come from?
Is there a Scottish contestant?

Where does Pierre come from?
Who lives in Budapest?

Verbs

Cerman verbs (action words) change their
endings according to who is doing the
action. Most of them, like kommen (to
come) and wohnen (to live), follow a regular
pattern and have the same endings. You can
see what they are on the right*.

kommen to come
ich komme | come

du kommst you come
er kommt he comes
sie kommt she comes
wir kommen we come
sie kommen they come

Can you remember?

How would you ask someone where they
come from?

Can you say where you come from?
How do you say that'you speak German?
How would you ask someone if they can?

“% 0w can see how sprechen changes on pages 42-43.

11



More about you

Here you can find out how
to count up to 20, say how
old you are and say how
many brothers and sisters
you have.

New words
wiealt... howold. ..
bist du? are you?

ichbin ... lam...

...Jahre alt ...years old

hastdu...? haveyou .. .?

ich habe | have

die Geschwister brothers and
sisters

der Bruder brother

die Schwester  sister

fast almost

keine not any

wir we

ihr you (plural)

aber but

Plural words

Most German nouns change
in the plural (when there is
more than one person or
thing). You add a letter or
letters to some words, e.g.
Schwestern (sisters) and an

umlaut (7) to some others,
e.g. Brider (brothers).

The word for ““the” is always
die before plural nouns. The
plurals of all the words in the
book are listed in the glossary
on page 46.

Numbers

1 eins 11 elf

2 zwei 12 zwolf

3 drei 13 dreizehn
4 vier 14 vierzehn
5 fiinf 15 fiinfzehn
6 sechs 16 sechzehn
7 sieben 17 siebzehn
8 acht 18 achtzehn
9 neun 19 neunzehn
10 zehn 20 zwanzig

i
N

How old are you?

Wie alt,
bist du?

Janre alt.
und du ?

ﬁs}))

[ch bin elf.

Have you any brothers and sisters?

@ast du Geschwister? :l

Ja. ich habe einen
Bruder und eine
Schwester.

Mein
Bruder ist
zehn ynd meine
Schwester
ISt Zwel.

Ith habe keine
Geschwister,

aber ich habe
einen Hund.




Internet links For links to websites with helpful exercises on numbers, dates and
family members, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

How old are they?
Read what these children are saying, then see if you can say how old they all are.

. . Michael
Kirsten ist / ch bin funf.
elf Jahre alt. ISt fast [Er ist neun. é

'

.. Boris st
zwolf.

Wir sind
funfzehn.

Vierzehn.

B’or/s

Michael — Petraund Sabine

. How many brothers and sisters?

— r o ‘
Kirsten " Hugo  Barbara

8elow you can read how many
brothers and sisters the children
have. Can you work out who has
which brothers and sisters?

Petra und Sabine haben einen
Bruder und zwei Schwestern.

Kirsten hat drei Schwestern
und zwei Brider.

\Michael hat funf Schwestern
z2ber keine Bruder.

Hugo hat einen Bruder aber
xeine Schwester.

Soris hat keine Geschwister
a2ber er hat einen Hund.

Useful verbs

sein to be haben to have
ich bin [ am ich habe | have
du bist you are du hast you have
er/sie/es ist he/she/it is er/sie/es hat he/she/it has
wir sind we are wir haben we have
ihr seid you are ihr habt you have
Sie sind you are Sie haben you have
| sie sind they are sie haben they have

13



Talking about your family

On these two pages you will learn lots of your family. You will also find out how to
words which will help you to talk about say ‘my” and “your” and describe people.

Das weimn " wein wein  meine
ISt meine Gropvater Vater weine Onkel  Katze
Familie Schwester

meine weine mein wieine

Tante
Who's who? Gropmutter Mutter Bruder
_ Ja, Sind || Nein! Das
. Ja, das das deine ie heiat || das deine | | Sind weine
dein ISt mein Schwester? Tina. Eltern? || Gropeltern:
Bruder? Bruder.

\‘

New words die Tante aunt dick fat

die Familie family die Grofeltern grandparents schlank thin

der GroBvater* grandfather  die Eltern parents alt old

die GroBmutter grandmother grof8 tall jung young

der Vater father aber but blond blonde

die Mutter mother klein small dunkelhaarig dark-haired
der Onkel uncle sehr nett very nice freundlich friendly

How to say “my’”’ and “your”’
) 4 Y Yy

For der and das words the der words
word for “my’’ is mein. For die words
“your” itis dein. Before die das words
words it is meine or deine. plurals

14 *To say ““Grandfather”” to someone, you just say “‘GroRvater”.



Internet links For links to websites with games and interactive lessons on talking about
your family, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Describing your family

Mein Onkel ist

: i dick aber meine
gr/;?segtbgf%; ;Z?; /\Aeini E/tetrtm sind Tante ist schlank.
Sehr nett.

Mutter ist klein.

Meine Meine W Mein Hund ist
Gropeltern sind alt. Schwester ist blond. | freundlich!
lch bin jung. Mein Bruder ist

dunkelhaarig.

Can you describe them?

Rt gl 1 e

Can you describe these
people in German, using the
new words you have learnt?
Starteach descriptionErist ...
orSieist ... (Heisorsheis).
Use as many words as you can
to describe each person, e.g.
Er ist grol3, jung und blond. (He
is tall, young and fair).

Canyoudescribeyourselfand ~
vour family?




Your home

Here you can find out how
to say what sort of home
you live in and whether it is
in a town or the country.
You can also learn what all
the rooms in a house are

Where do you live?

Wohnst du in einem [ch wohne in
Haus oder in emer einem /-lau.

called.

New words

oder

das Haus

die Wohnung
das Schloss
in der Stadt
auf dem Land

am Meer
Vati
Mutti
Opa
Oma
das Gespenst
wo seid ihr
alle?
das Zimmer
das Badezimmer
das Esszimmer
das Schlafzimmer
das Wohnzimmer
die Kuche
der Flur
oben
hier

Town or country?

Wohnung / Y W e :
“V‘\I"

el

or
house
flat
castle
in the town
in the
country
by the sea
Dad
Mum
Grandad
Granny
ghost
where are
you all?
room
bathroom
dining room
bedroom
living room
kitchen
hall
upstairs
here

lch wohne in
einem Schloss.

Ich wohne
in einer

Wohnung.

Ich wohne auf

Ich wohne in
( der Stadt.

dem Land




Internet links For links to websites where you can learn essential vocabulary about homes,
with online activities and sound clips, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Where is everyone?

Dad comes home and wants to know where istim Wohnzimmer. Then see if you can answer
everyone is. Look at the pictures and see ifyou  the questions below the little pictures.
can tell him where all the family are, e.g. Oma

Ich bin in
Heidis
Zimmer.

Herdi
:::/v // .T} E="  [ch bin im ot Ich bin im
4 g e Wohnzimwmer. i Schlafzimmer.
u’(,/(; r”\(\)
\ {
E .Yg E—\ \,/
Scefan das Gespenst
Weer ist im Esszimmer? 2 | " e 64
WeristinderKiuche? - : .‘ B .o
Weristim Badezimmer? R lakr i i ‘ Ien b“ﬂ n
Weristim Schlafzimmer? der Kuche.

Esszimmer.

WoistOma?
Woistdas Gespenst?
Woistder Hund?
Wo ist Peter?

=ow would you tell someone
wou were upstairs?

=ow would you tell them you
were in the kitchen?

o

,r.'h_lt o
53 'g What does ‘“dem’”” mean?*
cu

in German, words like ‘in’ der becomes dem Ein and eine change like this:
2nd ‘on’, which tell you die becomes der ein becomes einem

where things are, change the das becomes dem eine becomes einer

word that comes after them. (in dem is shortened to im)

, |

“%ou can read more about this on pages 42-43. ‘ 17




Looking for things

Here you can find outhow  The missing hamster
to ask someone what they

. , Ich suche
are looking for and tell @uchgt dau etwas ? ] meimecn* %amsten

them where things are. You Ich finde ihn

can also learn lots of words rr/¢ |

for things around the house. aR Bli= f

New words

da there

suchen to look for

etwas something

der Hamster hamster

finden to find

ihn him/it

auf on

unter under

hinter behind

vor in front of Er ist nicht
zwischen between

neben next to unter dem
der Schrank cupboard

der Sessel armchair

der Vorhang curtain

die Topfblume  pot plant
das Biicherregal bookshelf

der Tisch table

der Teppich carpet

das Sofa sofa

der Fernseher television
das Telefon telephone
die Vase vase

r

Er, sie or es?

The word you use for “it” [st er hinter Erist da! Zwischen

depends on whether the Vorhang ? s den Blumen!
word it replaces is a der, die f

or das word. You use er for
der words, sie for die words
and es for das words.

Wo ist der Hamster?
Er ist da.

Wo ist die Katze?
Sie ist da.

Wo ist das Katzchen?
Esist da.

18 *You can find out why mein sometimes becomes meinen on page 32.




Internet links For links to websites with online exercises and quizzes, and an animal
words book to print out and make, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

' In, on or under?

| Der, die, das and ein change if they come after
. 2ny of these words, as you can see on the

opposite page. You can check how they
change on page 17.

WL L ANANNRANS

AMWMWWIY Y

%

vor

ninter
. Where are they hiding?

n

. —errBoll has six pets but he cannot find them.
- Canvou tell him where they are in German,

using the words above? Remember to use dem

and der after them.

b, A -
o dre
der Hamster y Vase
R.;"!‘;‘g E il das Bd'cherre_qa/ E"““—w n = =
i %, N : Lr " o -/
e : 8
das Katzchen Iz S | | der _h__ nlim =
= RN Schrank
’ /Ty] g
\ der : daas
s fernseher e 7 7T TR L \ JElerod
i gas Hundchen 7 : :
[ o - 7 der Teppich e
' \ - der Tisch
i R o ’\, 3
¥ e - 3
ser Wellensittich z :
R \
‘ Q
:
. der Sesse/
i /
die Scn aige das Sofa
S
i
i > A% : e o I AT LT "“\ 3
L die Schildkrote (77 e il A AL LD . R e
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What do you like eating?
What do you like?

Here you can find out how
to say what you like and
don’t like. You will also
learn lots of food words.

New words
magstdu...? doyoulike...?
ichmag... I like ...
ich mag. . .nicht | don't like
gar nicht not at all
sehr gern verymuch N TEeeESP— Al——~7 v %
lieber better — :
am liebsten best / Nein, ich magq Nein, gar
der Salat salad Salat nicht. nicht.
der Fisch fish
die Pommes
frites chips
der Kuchen cake Al
die Wiirstchen  sausages s SO, was .
das Steak steak wmagst au? J Und ich mag
die Spaghetti  spaghetti Kuchen sehr gern
essen to eat
die Pizza pizza
der Hamburger hamburger
ich auch me too

Saying “I do not like”

In German the word for “not”
is nicht and you say it after the
thing you don't like, e.g. Ich
mag Fisch nicht.

What do you like best?

... Aber ich Und am
Was magst du leh mag magq Steak liebsten mag ich
am liebsten? Wurstcnen Jieber Spaghetti!

Senr gern




Internet links For links to websites where you can listen to a conversation in a restaurant
and try quizzes on food words, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

What are they eating?

Sie isst Fommes Er isst Brot un
frites! Kise.

Nzs isst du? | [cM ¢sse
eine Pizza.

Wir essen
Hamburger.

Who likes what?

Lok at what everyone is saying, then try the which of the food words are der, die or das
auwestions below the picture. You can findout ~ words in the glossary at the back of the by.-

lcn auch, aber ich

mtag Scninken nicht . B]% ;’;,’ZZ, lch n/;lqzegb;'rraubeﬂ
- Johann. 5 106, 7 - m/ - UT 1o Wiy
“25 mag &< rgn I §SEAR | Obsttorte
5 AR ‘ Herdi
- (4 B S N

o) \
7 . }
/ e i P 8
A el
Ragd A A N T .
“Bananen Obsttorte Orangensaft
Who likes cheese? Can you say in German which things you like
Who doesn’t like ham? and which you don't like?
What is the gorilla eating? Cover up the picture and see if you can
Who prefers grapes to bananas? remember the words for ham, cheese, bread,
What does Heidi like best? butter and fruit tart.

21



Table talk

Here you can learn all sorts  Dinner is ready
of useful things to say if you

are having a meal with Zu Tisch
German friends.

Ich habe

New words
zu Tisch come to the
bitte table please
ich habe
Hunger I'm hungry
ich auch me too
bedien dich help
yourself
bedient euch help
yourselves
guten Appetit enjoy your
meal
danke the same
gleichfalls to you
kannst du can you pass
mir ...reichen me...
das Wasser water
das Brot bread
das Glas glass
mochten Sie
/mochtest du would you like
noch ...? some more . ..?
das Fleisch meat
ja bitte yes please
nein danke no, thank you 4
das reicht I’'ve had
' enough
schmeckt’s? is it good?
es schmeckt
sehr gut it's delicious

Please will you passme . ..

Kannst du mir bitte Kannst du wmir bitte Kannst du mir ein
das Wasser reichen? das Brot reicnen? Glas reichen?

il

22



Internet links For links to websites with quizzes and online exercises, and
recipes and facts about German food, go to www.ushorne-quicklinks.com

Would you like some more?

Yiochten Sie
woch Fleisch ?

J

Mochten Sie noch
Pommies frites?

Nein danke.

Das reicht.

Who is saying what?

These little pictures show you different
mezltime situations. Cover up the rest of the

Schmeckt's ?j

Ja, es schmeckt
Senr gqut!

page and see if you know what everyone would

say in German.

Stefan is saying he is
hungry.

~ FE SRty
Peter wants someone
to pass him a glass.

Mum is offering

He says “‘yes please”
Stefan more chips.

and that he likes
chips.

Then he says “No
thanks”’, he’s had
enough.

food is delicious.

Den and einen

W hen the object of a verb (the thing or person
the action affects) is a der word, the word for
the” or “a"” changes:

+ou can find out more about this on page 42.

der becomes den and ein becomes einen:
Ich esse den Kuchen (I am eating the cake)
Ich habe einen Bruder (I have a brother).*

23



Your hobbies

All these people are talking
about their hobbies and the
things they like doing.

New words

machen todo

malen to paint
kochen to cook
basteln to make things
tanzen to dance

lesen to read
fernsehen* to watch TV
stricken to knit

gehen to go
schwimmen to swim
spielen to play

das Hobby hobby

der Sport sport

der Fuliball football

das Tennis tennis

die Musik music

horen to listen to

das Instrument instrument
die Geige violin

das Klavier piano
abends in the evenings ;
' Verbs

. Some verbs do not follow |
- the regular pattern and it is |
| bestto learn them. Here is |
- how lesen changes:

' lesen to read

ich lese | read

. du liest youread |

- er/sie liest he/she reads |

- wir lesen weread |

| ihr lest you read (pl)

'~ Sie lesen youread
sie lesen they read

| gern

To say someone likes (or
. doesn’t like) doing
- something you put gern (or |

24

| nicht gern) after the verb. 4,

Aber ich
Koche nicht

[eh wmale

Was machst

[ch bastele
gern...

ﬂ;ﬁ. l',jiz_‘ = 3 S G Ry y .
y $ = e 2 4
Und ich tanze
gern.
o 0 (&

Was sind deine
Hobbys?

3

Oder ich sehe
fern und ich
Stricke.

Was machst du
abends ?

*To say I watch television” you say ich sehe fern.




Internet links For links to websites where you can listen to more hobby words, and
find exercises on talking about your hobbies, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

The sporty type

Ieh gene Ich spiele und ich spiele
Schwimmen. Tennis.

Music lovers

| | ' o Spielt inr |
mabt ihr ) Ja, wir hiren )
. Hobbys? gern Musik. Instrumente’

Und ich spiele
Klavier.

Cover up the rest of the page and see if you German e.g. Er spielt Fulball. Can you say what
can say what all these people are doing in your hobbies are?

25




Telling the time

Here you can find outhow  What is the time?
to tell the time using the 12
hour clock, which is what
the Germans use for
everyday speech. You can
look up any numbers you
don’t know on page 40.

Wie viel Uhr
ist es, bitte?

Wie spat ist
es, bitte ?

In German, to say “half
past”” you say “‘half to” the
next hour, e.g. for “half
past nine”” you say halb
zehn, meaning half to ten.

These are the two ways you can ask what the time is.

New words b i
wie spat ist what is the The timeis . ...
es? time?
wie viel Uhr  what s the
ist es? time?
esist ein itisone
Uhr o’clock
nach/vor past/to
Viertel nach quarter past Es ist funf nach Es ist Viertel nach Es ist halb zehn.
Viertel vor quarter to neun. neun.
halb half past
Mittag midday
Mitternacht midnight
morgens in the morning
abends in the evening
um at
aufstehen gl up Es ist Viertel vor Es ist Mittag/
Z(::Friihstﬁck Elrieakfast zehn. Esistfinfvorzehn. Mitternacht.
das Mittagessen lunch . PP T
das Abendessen supper/tea What time of day is it? ‘ d «—
zur Schule to school ' — (.
zu Bett to bed g
Word order

In German sentences the verb
always comes second. Usually
the person or thing doing the
action comes first, e.g. Hugo
geht zu Bett (Hugo goes to
bed), but when you talk about
time, the time goes first, so
you swap the verb and its
subject round, e.g. Um acht :
Uhr geht Hugo zu Bett. Es ist sechs Uhr morgens. Es ist sechs Uhr abends.

26 *For "“in the afternoon’’ you say nachmittags.



Internet links For links to websites where you can watch video clips on telling the time,
and find puzzles and exercises, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

.r Hugo’s day

match each clock with the right picture. You

Read what Hugo does, then see if you can will find the answers on page 45.

i

~ugo steht um halb Um acht Uhri8ter Um Viertel vor neun | Um halb eins iBt er
acht auf.* sein Fruhstuck. gehter zur Schule. | sein Mittagessen.
R
)
\
N
_m zehn nach zwei Um Viertel nach fiinf | Um sechs UhriSter | Um halb neun gehter
spielt er FuBBball. sieht er fern. sein Abendessen. zu Bett.
“—A mes—
What time is it?

_an vou say in German what
=mes these watches and
clocks show?

“ susstehen splits into two parts when you use it. You use stehen like an ordinary verb, but auf 27
@ues 0 the end of the sentence.



Arranging things

Here you can find outhow to  Tennis

arrange things with your : _ m
German friends. ( Wann spielen DAmta , J Ja, prima.
] S ? S J ! b
 P— wir Tennis - ‘ lenstag Bis Dienstag
wann? when?
am Dienstag  on Tuesday
am Morgen in the morning
/Nachmittag  /afternoon

am Abend in the evening

prima that's great

bis dann until then

heute today

heute Abend  this evening

bis morgen*  until tomorrow

das geht that’s fine

das geht nicht that’s no good

schade! it's a pity! . .

ins Kino gehen to goF;o);he SKW'mmmg

cinema ;

in die Disko  to go to the SCGheMp/,feM:’mMg; s
gehen disco :

auf eine togotoa Mittwoch ? Das gent.
Party gehen  party Bis daunn. ‘

Days of the week

Sonntag Sunday

Montag Monday

Dienstag Tuesday

Mittwoch Wednesday

Donnerstag Thursday

Freitag Friday

Samstag Saturday

Going to the cinema

Also, bis
morgen.

Und morgen?
Um acht ?

Nein, das

pelem B+ WL ozt hicht,

heute Abend
ns Kino?

28 *Do not confuse morgen (tomorrow) with der Morgen (morning).



Internet link For a link to a website where you can watch and listen to people

Going to a party

arranging a day out, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

/
[

o\

Kommst du auf ‘ )
meine Party? Wann?
F

Am Samstag
gehe ich in die
Disko.

rrYour diary for the week

=ere is your diary, showing you what you are
doing foraweek. Read whatit says, then see if

What are you doing on Friday evening?
When are you playing tennis?

When are you going to the cinema?
Have you a piano lesson on Tuesday?
4re you free on Sunday morning?

What time is the party on Saturday?
-

the page.

a . :
g isko mit Boris

—

Sonntag
ta il
Sw}:guﬁ ball \ Tennis—
27U 17 ; party. | Nachmitiag

22 ‘

Boris asks you to go swimming with him on
Saturday afternoon. What do you say to him?

Anja asks you to a concert on Thursday
evening. What do you say to her?

29



Here and on the next two
pages you can find out how
to ask your way around in
Germany.

Always be polite when you
are asking people the way
and say Sie to them rather
than du.

New words
Entschuldigung excuse me

bitte schon not at all
hier here
die Post post office
am Marktplatz  in the market
place

auf der

rechten Seite on the right
auf der

linken Seite  on the left
das Hotel hotel
dann then
gibtes...? is ...there?
in der Nahe nearby
die StraRRe road, street
gleich immediately #
ist es weit? is it far?
etwa about
die Minute minute
zu Ful} on foot
der Supermarkt supermarket
da driiben over there
gegeniiber opposite
neben next to
die Bank bank
die Apotheke  chemist’s

Directions

geradeaus

rechts

30

Asking where places are

Being polite Danke B
Entschuldigung. .. ] Schom sch
N _

This is how to say “Excuse me”
before you ask someone
something.

When you thank someone
they may answer bitte, bitte
schon or bitte sehr.

tte
on

-,

Whereis...?

Entschuldigung,
wo ist hierdie Post?

Am Marktplatz,
auf der rechten

Gehen Sie hier
rechts und dann
geradeaus.

Wo ist das Hotel
Adler bitte?




Internet links For links to websites where you can discover Germany with a clickable map
and follow an online lesson about asking directions, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Is it far?

ks therea ...nearby?

cutscnuldigung,
gibt es hierinder
Nahe ein Café?

Ja. g//'ch

Nein, etwa
finf Minuten

links in der
Goethestrapse. zu Fups.
r Entschuldigung, Ja, da dritben. Und wo gibt Direkt neben dem
gibt es hier einen gegenuber der es bitte eine Supermarkt
Supermarkt ? Bank Apotheke? -
) A 3 L =
= = —/z— v

Other useful places to ask for

ger Bahnhof eine Tankstelle | die Toiletten ein Briefkaster
[T anpen e B g X
457
————— SO \ ‘\,? zf’ TR : g
station petrol station toilets letter box
eine Telefonzelle pingplatz | das Krankenhaus der flughaten
=3 - DT e o R =
e e i Y N | T
) /4 e
- N ; Y '
lelephone box campsite hospital airport

31



Finding your way around

Here you can find out how to ask yourway  have read everything, try the map puzzle

around and follow directions. When you on the opposite page.
Entschuldigung Nehwien Sie die erste Der Bahnhof ist auf
Wie komme ich zum Strape rechts und die zweite der rechten Seite.
Bahnhof, bitte ?

Strape links.

Wie komme ich Gehen Sie diese dann nehmen Sie
bitte zur Strage entlang bis die dritte
Jugendherberge ? zum Bahnhof. .. Strapze rechts.

Wie komme ich Mit dem Auto? dann nehmen Sie
bitte zum Fahren* Sie hier die nachste
Verkenrsamt ? um die Ecke. . . Strape links.

32 *When someone is in a car, you use the word fahren for “to go”’.



Internet links For links to websites with quizzes, online activities and a video
on finding your way around, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

New words
wie komme ich how do | get bis zum/zur as far as

zum/zur . ..? i PO, mit dem Auto by car
mehmen Sie ... take ... um die Ecke round the corner
szhren Sie ... drive... die erste Stralle the first street
@ie Jugendherberge youth hostel die zweite StraBe  the second street
das Verkehrsamt tourist office die dritte StralRe the third street
die Stralle entlang  along the road die nichste Strale  the next street

Zum and zur

““hen you ask the way in You use zum with der and and zur with die words:
- Cerman you say wie komme das words: wie komme ich zur Post?
- wchzum .. .2orwiekommeich  wie komme ich zum Bahnhof? wie komme ich zur Kirche?

| zur ... 2* wie komme ich zum Café

inding your way around Dimbstal. T Kirohe || 0M0RY

L 1] e

.--___;__;___;-__~ - / e YL [
pentiitii) cor Bahnhof | & , Al lm

B Schwimmbad ol W LD TR

i
— i AN OSHR = B 2 L 5 das Hotel |
i - gl A 7 Hr TRRRRS 7 \ b Y

.

:E e .‘J‘: .l’v ,‘V
i E“?J a5
HIHL !

Canyou tell the personin the

~ow would you ask

someone the way to the yellow car how to get to the directions take the yellow

market place? church? car? Nehmen Sie die zweite
~ow would you ask them if Can you direct someone StralSe links, und sie sind auf
there is a cafe nearby? from the hotel to the market? der linken Seite.

“WWhenyou ask your way to a town, you use nach, e.g. Wie komme ich nach London? 33



Going shopping

Here and on the next two Frau Voss goes shopping
pages you can find out how
to say what you want when
you go shopping.

Spending money

There are 100 Cent in a Euro.
On price labels, the symbol €
is used before the price. For
example, zwei Euro is written
as €2, and zwei Euro zwanzig
as €2.20. To understand prices
you must know the numbers in
German. They are listed on

page 40. Frau Voss geht einkaufen. Sie kauft Brotchen in der
Backerei.

New words In der Backerei

einkahufen e Guten 55[4156% Z&g 2 r [ch mochte vier
gehen to go shopping itte sSchon? | | Brotchen.

kaufen to buy — _ :

die Backerei baker’s o

das Lebens—

mittelgeschaft grocer’s
die Metzgerei  butcher’s

die Milch milk
die Eier eggs
das Obst fruit
die Gemiise vegetables
das Fleisch meat
das Brotchen  bread roll
die Apfel apples
die Tomaten tomatoes
bitte schon? can | help Gerne. Sonst
you? noch etwas?
was darf es can | help
sein? you?
ich mochte I would like
ich hitte gern | would like
gerne with pleasure
sonst noch
etwas? anything else?
aullerdem noch 4
etwas? anything else? &

was macht das? what does
that come to?

...zusammen ...altogether

ein Kilo a kilo

ein Pfund half a kilo

34

Nein, danke.
Was macht
das?
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Internet links For links to websites with videos on shopping for food and presents,
lessons on euros and test-yourself exercises, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

| LEBENSMITTELGESCHAFT

Sie kauft Milch und Eier im Sie kauft Obst und Gemuse Sie kauft Fleisch in der
Lebensmittelgeschaft. auf dem Markt. Metzgerei.

Im Lebensmittelgeschaft

Was macht daa—J
zusammen?

L

Ich hitte Auperdem
gern Sechs noch etwas’?
Eier bitte. .

Zwei Euro
wanzig, bitte.

R

Liter Milch,
bitte.

| \ P
i ‘g .—*l

Also, das macht W
zusammen vier Euro. J‘

Ich mochte
Lein Kilo
Apfel, bitte.

Ja, ein
Pfund
Tomaten.

Guten Tag.
Was darf
es sein ?




More shopping and going to a café

Here you canfindouthow  Asking how much things cost

to ask how much things cost

and how to order thingsina Was kostet eine Was Kosten die
café. Postkarte bitte ? Trauben bitte ?

New words I Zwei Euro

dreifdig das Kilo.

kosten to cost

was kostet ..howmuchis .. Py

/kosten .. .2 /are ...? 0D ﬁ o)

die Postkarte postcard : . =
...dasKilo ...akilo R QX%
...das Stiick ...each £
die Rose rose &=
der Kaffee  coffee :

zahlen bitte! please may | —

pay!

die Traube  grape

dieOmnge . frange Was kosten Drei Also, sieben
dieBanane banana dieRosen Euro zehn Stick, bitte.

die Ananas  pineapple bitte ? dise ket

die Zitrone  lemon : ) 2

der Pfirsich  peach

die Limonade lemonade

die Cola coca cola

der Tee tea

mit Milch with milk

mit Zitrone  with lemon

heille

Schokolade hot chocolate

einGlas... aglassof

die Milch milk

das Eis ice cream

Going to a café

Ich mochte
einen Kaffee

[ Zahlen bitte ! \)
Das macht

drei Euro.




Internet links For links to websites where you can watch a video on shopping at a market
and follow a conversation at a snack bar, 8o to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

BuYihg fruit

Everything on the fruit stall is marked with its
name and price.

Look at the picture, then see if you can answer
the questions below it. ‘

AT NeE

~Mle- ~
U ",’\(‘/\

How do you tell the stallholder you would like
four lemons, a kilo of bananas and a
pineapple? Can you see how much these
things cost?

o d i~ T
= = A v VP & W g\ ((6"% O 7 M
AU O PP S o 7—{“‘" b gt 'p:\t.“ Lecoon 1ep el -\ "e\\h- PR T Es S A D A~
eV ON vt i \'A LNy ' + G ” ( 3 g o
e AN il W \

% =

[ i g

Was kostet zwei Euro das Stiick?

Was kostet zwei Euro zehn das Kilo?
Was kostet zwei Euro dreizig das Kilo?
Was kostet vierzig Cent das Stiick?

Things to order

Here are some things you
might want to order in a café.

Ich méchte. .

einen Tee
mit Zitrone

einen Tee

eine Cola

- Ay
einen eine heipe ein . i
Orangensaft | Schokolade Glas Milch em Eis

mit Milch

37



The months and seasons

Here you can learnwhatthe The seasons

seasons and months are

called and find out how to der Fri/}h/ing der Somnger
say what date it is. ) o - ““V”\w/"é
New words .
der Monat month
das Jahr year
welches Datum whatis the

haben wir? date?
heute today
der Geburtstag  birthday
The seasons § o e R e S o —
derPriliing - . Spring Marz, April, Mai ... Juni, Juli, August ...
der Sommer summer
der Herbst autumn _
der Winter winter der I—/erb§t der Winter

>

The months 3 el
Januar January
Februar February
Marz March
April April
Mai May
Juni June
Juli July
August August e
September September i, »
Oktober October =
November November September, Dezember,
Deriber Desaniber Oktober, November. . . Januar, februar. . .
—_——

First, second, third . ..

'S\éafe“@;ste Februar jgt _Dtejembe,gfte
et , l rer der zweite ISt der zwo
To say ‘first’, ‘second’, etc. Monat im* Monat im Monat im

you add te to numbers up to
19; 6.8,

der/die/das zweite
der/die/das neunzehnte

The only exceptions are erste =
(first), dritte (third), siebte ;
(seventh) and achte (eighth).

You add ste to all numbers
from 20 onwards, e.g. der/
die/das zwanzigste

Can you say where the rest of the months come in the year?

38 *Remember: imis short for in dem (in the).




Internet links For links to websites with conversations, exercises and test-yourself games
on dates and numbers, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

What is the date? e — ‘—_—ﬁWriting —
Datum haben ersten
wélre%g ?/rq/bt?tnen Wir heute? Januar.
Mai

When you write a date
down, for example at the
top of aletter, you just puta
dot after the number.

u s

Mein Geburtstag Stefan hat
zehnten ISt am Zwolften am achten Juni
Februar. Geburtstag.

November:

oy
U

When are their birthdays?

The date of each person’s birthday is written their birthdays are, e.g. Karin hat am zweiten
below them. Can you say in German when April Geburtstag.

Astrid Monika

Karin

_
2l. Jull. 18. Oktober.

7 September

Sl |

31. August.

*You say den here and add ‘n’ to the number. 39



Internet links For links to websites with lots of online

C 0 I ours an d num b ers exercises and listening games on colours and numbers,

go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Colours are describingwords, like ‘big’and  e.g. die Katze ist schwarz (the cat is black).
‘small’, and you use them in the same way,

Iy

grun oramge rosa Schwarz weis  grau  braun

The colours

rot bla gelb
What colour is it?
Cover the picture above and
see if you can say what colour
everything is in the painting.
You should know all the
words you need.*

Numbers
You will see that from 13 onwards you put the  (two and twenty). You count from 30 to 39 etc.
units before the tens, e.g. zweiundzwanzig in the same way as from 20 to 29.
1 eins 11 elf 21 einundzwanzig 31 einunddreillig
2 zwei 12 zwolf 22 zweiundzwanzig 40 vierzig
3 drei 13 dreizehn 23 dreiundzwanzig 50 flinfzig
4 vier 14 vierzehn 24 vierundzwanzig 60 sechzig
5 finf 15 flinfzehn 25 fuinfundzwanzig 70 siebzig
6 sechs 16 sechzehn 26 sechsundzwanzig 80 achtzig
7 sieben 17 siebzehn 27 siebenundzwanzig 90 neunzig
8 acht 18 achtzehn 28 achtundzwanzig 100 hundert
9 neun 19 neunzehn 29 neunundzwanzig 101 hunderteins
10 zehn 20 zwanzig 30 dreilig 200 zweihundert

*

40  *Theskyisder Himmel.




Internet links For links to websites where you can listen to

° ° ° examples of German pronunciation and try some German
PI'OIII.I nCIatIOI'I G“lde tongue-twisters, go to www.ushorne-quicklinks.com
The bestway to learn to speak German is to Asoftsound like the “ch” in the
listen carefully to German people and copy ch Scottish word “loch”:
what they say, but here are some general ich, Buch, machen, acht

points to help you.

Below is a list of the main letters which d tﬁteetrggpagw;ddwﬁécgﬁ iast,,t”:
sound differentin German from in English, dort, Ding, und, I\Illon(_l, Geld
with a guide on how to say each one. For - T -
each German word we have shown an _ e ,
English word, or part of a word, which Like t”hf;‘ g” in “garden” except
sounds like it. Read it outaloud in a normal 5 Egter : /),’V?f,’,reb't'“"kethe
way to find out how to pronounce the Gglrgjég]artcen,%vzgéchmutzig
German sound, then practise saying the = Ve

examples shown beneath.

Like the “y” in “yellow”:

ja, Junge, Jacke
Whenitisshortitis like the “a” in o -
| i _ ' _
danke, Tasse, Stadt, Ball Like the “sh” sound in “shirt”:
- - -7 sch schon, Schokolade, schnell

Whenitislongitis like the “ar” .
soundin “cart”: These sound like “shp” and

Vater, fahren, Bahnhof sp, st “sht” when they are at the
B - - beginning ofaword:
Spiegel, sprechen, Stuhl, Stadt
Like the “a” in “care”:
spat, Larm, Kdse, Bar
Like “z” when it comes before a

' _ i S vowel:
Like the “ow” sound in “cow”: §ehen’ §itzen’ §and’ |ang§am
au Frau, auf, bauen
Before other letters, or at the
end of aword, itis like the “s”
- Like the “oy” soundin “toy”: in “soap”:
daU, €U Friulein, Freund, heute das, Glas, etwas, Nest
- .L.ike the ”.l:l" sounsi in “fur” s This s Jike A
offnen, horen, mochte, zwolf B FuRball, StraBe
T :ir?eunnt(j;/tc:)usr;;lpﬂsez;s”l.f tosay en’y Like the “f” in “friend”:
iiber, fiir, kiissen, Tiir v Mok, Mied, Jater
. Like the “i” in “fine” : w Like the “v” in “van”:
el nein, Geige, meisten, Reihe Wasser, warm, wer, Wort
. Like the “ee” sound in “feel”: Like the “ts” in “hits”:
ie Tier, sieben, fliegen, Spiel y A zu, Herz, zusammen, Zunge

41



German grammar

Grammar is like a set of rules about how
you put words together and it is different
for every language. You will find German
easier if you learn some of its grammar, but

Nouns

A noun is the name of something, such as a
dog, a flowerorahorse. In German every noun
begins with a capital letter and has a gender.
This means that it is either masculine (m),

der, die und das

The German for “the” is der before masculine
nouns, die before feminine nouns and das
before neuter nouns:

Internet links For links to websites where you can conjugate German verbs online
and find an online guide to German grammar, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

don’t worry if you don’t understand it all
straightaway. Just read a little about it at a
time. This is a summary of the grammar
used in this book.

feminine (f) or neuter (n). The word you use for
“the” shows which gender the noun is, so it is
a good idea to learn which word to use with
each noun.

ein, eine

The German for “a” or “an” is ein before
masculine and neuter words and eine before
feminine nouns:

der Hund the dog ein Hund adog
die Blume the flower eine Blume aflower
das Haus the house ein Haus ahouse
Plurals

The word for “the” is die before all plural
nouns (when you are talking about more than
one person or thing):

die Hunde the dogs
die Blumen the flowers
die Hauser the houses

Most German nouns change in the plural.
Some add n, e or er, like the words above, but
sometimes the vowel in the middle of the word
changes too: u becomes ii, etc. You can see
the plurals of nouns in the glossary like this:

der Hund(-e), die Blume(-n), das Haus(=er).

den, einen

All sentences have a subject and a verb. The
subject is the person or thing doing the action
(the verb). In some sentences the verb has an
object too. This is the person or thing the
action affects. When the object of averb is a
derword, the words for “the” and “a” change:
der becomes den and ein becomes einen:

Ich esse den Kuchen. | am eating the cake.
Ich habe einen Hund. | have a dog.

Ich is the subject of the verb in both these
sentences; den Kuchen and einen Hund are
the objects.

Mein, dein, sein and kein always add the same
endings as ein.

in, auf, unter . . .

Words like this, which tell you where things
are, are called prepositions and usually come
before a noun. The words for “the” and “a”
change after them:

der and das both become dem
die (singular) becomes der
die (plural) becomes den

ein becomes einem

eine becomes einer

e.g. auf dem Tisch on the table
in der Ecke in the corner

Indemis often shortened to im, zu dem to zum
and zu der to zur.



These are words which you use to replace
nouns. There are three words for “you” in
German: du (friendly), ihr (plural) and Sie

Pronouns

(polite). There are also three words for “it”.
You use er for der words, sie for die words and
es for das words.

ich | er he/it wir we
du you (friendly) sie she/it ihr you (plural)
Sie you (polite) es sie they
Verbs
Verbs are “doing” words. German verbs gehen to go
change according to who is doing the action.
Most of them follow a regular pattern and have ichgehe Igo
the same endings. To learn a verb it helps to du gehst you go
know the infinitive. This is its name, like “to eat” in er/sie/es/ geht he/she/it goes
English. German infinitives end in en, e.g. gehen wirgehen we go
(to go). With regular verbs you take the en off the ihr geht you go (pl)
infinitive, then add the different endings. You can Sie gehen you go (polite)
see what they are in gehen, on the right. sie gehen they go

Some verbs don’t follow the usual pattern and
it is best to learn them. You have already come

across sein (to be) and haben (to have). Here
are two of the other verbs you need to know.

sprechen to speak essen to eat

ich spreche I speak ich esse | eat

du sprichst you speak du isst you eat

er/sie/es spricht he/she/it speaks er/sie/es isst he/she/it eats

wir sprechen we speak wir essen we eat

ihr sprecht you speak (pl) ihr esst you eat (pl)

Sie sprechen you speak (polite) Sie essen you eat (polite)

sie sprechen they speak sie essen they eat
Separable verbs Word order

Some German verbs are made up of two
words. The infinitive is one word, but the verb
often splits into the two words when it is used
in a sentence.

Aufstehen (to get up) is made up of auf (up) and
stehen (to stand). You use stehen like an
ordinary verb, but auf usually goes to the end
of the sentence:

Peter steht um acht Uhr auf. Peter gets up at
eight o’clock.

In German sentences the verb always goes in
second place. The subject of the sentence
usually goes first:

Er geht zu Bett. He goes to bed.

but if something else, such as the time, comes
first, the verb stays where it is and the subject
of the sentence goes after it:

Um neun Uhr geht er zu Bett. He goes to bed at
nine o’clock.
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Answers to puzzles

p-7
What are they called?

Er heil’t Peter. Sie heilt Sonja.
Sie heiRen Klaus und Daniel.
Ich heil’e (your name).

Who is who?

Helmut is talking to Fritz.
Anita is talking to Ingrid.
Helmut is next to the seal.
Fritz is talking to Helmut.

The girl in the bottom left-hand corner.

Michael is going home.

Can you remember?

Wie heifdt du?
Ich heilBe . . .

Das ist meine Freundin. Sie heif3t Anita.

Mein Freund heif3t Daniel.

p-9
Can you remember?

die/eine Blume, die/eine Katze,
der/ein Baum, das/ein Nest,
der/ein Vogel, das/ein Haus,
die Sonne, das/ein Fenster,
das/ein Auto, der/ein Hund.

p-11

Who comes from where?

Franz comes from Austria.

They are called Hari and Indira.

Yes, they are called Marie and Pierre.
No, she comes from Spain.

They come from India.

Yes, Angus comes from Scotland.
Pierre comes from France.

Yuri lives in Budapest.

Can you remember?

Woher kommst du?
Ich komme aus . . .
Ich spreche Deutsch.
Sprichst du Deutsch?

p-13
How old are they?

Michael is 13.

Petra and Sabine are 15.
Boris is 12.

Kirsten is 11.

Hugo is 9.

Barbara is 5.

How many brothers and sisters?

A = Petra and Sabine. B = Hugo. C = Michael.

D = Boris. E = Kirsten.
p.17

Where is everyone?
Stefan ist in der Kuche.
Opa ist im Esszimmer.
Mutti ist im Schlafzimmer.
Peter ist im Badezimmer.
Heidi ist oben.

Das Gespenst ist im Heidis Zimmer.
Oma ist im Wohnzimmer.

Opa. Stefan. Peter. Mutti.

Im Wohnzimmer. In Heidis Zimmer.
Im Esszimmer. Im Badezimmer.

Ich bin hier oben. Ich bin in der Kiiche.

p-19

Where are they hiding?

Der Hamster ist in der Vase.

Das Katzchen ist hinter dem Fernseher.
Das Hiundchen ist im Schrank.

Der Wellensittich ist auf dem Biicherregal.
Die Schlange ist hinter dem Sofa.

Die Schildkrote ist neben dem Telefon.
p-21

Who likes what?

Boris. Johann. Bananen. Opa. Obsttorte.




p-23

Who is saying what?

“Ich habe Hunger.”

“Guten Appetit!” “Bedien dich.”
“Kannst du mir ein Glas reichen, bitte?”
“Mochtest du noch Pommes frites?”
“Ja, bitte. Ich mag Pommes frites.”

“Nein, danke. Das reicht.”
“Es schmeckt sehr gut.”

p-25
What are they doing?

A Er kocht. B Er schwimmt. C Sie tanzen.
D Sie spielt Geige. E Er malt.

p.-27

Hugo’s day.

1b, 2e, 3f, 4a, 5h, 6g, 7d, 8c.
What time is it?

A Es ist finf nach drei. B Es ist fiinf nach elf.

C Es ist zehn vor neun. D Es ist Viertel vor vier.

E Es ist finfundzwanzig nach drei. F Es ist halb
acht.

G Es ist drei Uhr. H Es ist vier Uhr.

| Es ist neun Uhr. ] Es ist halb zwei.

K Es ist fiinf nach sieben. L Es ist halb elf.
MEsistsechs Uhr. N Esist finfundzwanzig vor
vier.

O Es ist finf vor zwei.

p-29

On Friday evening | am going to the disco with
Boris.

| am playing tennis on Monday, Wednesday
and Sunday.

| am going to the cinema on Wednesday
evening.

Yes, | have a piano lesson on Tuesday.

Yes, | am free on Sunday morning.

Itis at seven o’clock.

Schade, das geht nicht. Am Samstag
nachmittag spiele ich FuBball.

Ja, prima. Bis Donnerstag.
p-33

Entschuldigung. Wie komme ich zum
Marktplatz?

Entschuldigung. Gibt es hier in der Nahe
ein Café?

Ist es weit?

Nehmen Sie die dritte Stral3e links dann
fahren Sie geradeaus.

Nehmen Sie die dritte StraBe rechts dann
gehen Sie geradeaus. Der Markt ist auf der
linken Seite.

To the shops.

p-37

Ich mochte vier Zitronen, ein Kilo Bananen
und eine Ananas, bitte.

Vier Zitronen kosten ein Euro sechzig.
Ein Kilo Bananen kostet ein Euro siebzig.
Eine Ananas kostet zwei Euro.

die Ananas. die Pfirsiche. die Zitronen. die
Orangen.

p-39

Hans hat am einundzwanzigsten Juli
Geburtstag.

Astrid hat am achtzehnten Oktober
Geburtstag.

Monika hat am einunddreilligsten August
Geburtstag.

Karl hat am dritten Marz Geburtstag.

Klaus hat am siebten September Geburtstag.

p.40

Die StraRRe ist grau. Die Sonne ist gelb.
Das Dach ist orange. Der Himmel ist blau.
Die Blumen sind rosa. Der Hund ist braun.
Der Vogel ist schwarz. Das Auto ist rot.
Die Baume sind griin. Das Haus ist weil.
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Glossary

To find out what the plural of aword is, look at you add an umlaut to the main vowel in the
the letters in brackets afterit. (-) means thatthe ~ word, or the last part of alongword: der Vater
word doesn’t change. (-e) or (-er) mean that (v) becomes die Viter, das Schwimmbad (-er)
you add “e” or “er” to the word. (*) means that becomes die Schwimmbider.

derAbend (-e) evening dein, deine your (sing.)
das Abendessen (-) supper, tea Deutsch German
abends inthe evenings Deutschland Germany
b but & dick fat
aber u ic a
Afrika Africa Dienstag Tuesday
alle all direkt direct(ly)
alt old die Disko discotheque
am liebsten best Donnerstag Thursday
am Meer by the sea dritter/e/es third
;{1 & " on, by, ir|1 dunkelhaarig dark-haired
ie Ananas (- pineapple
der Apfel (%) apple die Ecke (-n) corner
die Apotheke (-n) chemist’s dasEi (-er) egg
auch also, too ein bisschen alittle
au:’d - _ontLOp of, ir: SinkEa.u:e)n gehen to go shopping
aufdem Lan in the country as Eis (- ice-cream
aufdeutsch in German die Eltern (pl) parents
aufenglisch in English England England
aufstehen togetup Englisch English
AufWiedersehen! Goodbye! entlang along
aus from, out of Entschuldigung excuse me
auBerdem noch etwas? anythingelse? erste first
das Auto (-s) car essen to eat
das Esszimmer (-) dining room
die Bickerei (-en) baker’s etwa about
das Badezimmer (-) bathroom etwas something
derBahnhof (-e) station :
fahren todrive
bald soon " il famil
die Banane (-n) banana die Familie (-n) ST
die Bank (-en) bank fast almost
basteln to make things das Fenster (-) window
derBaum (e) tree der Fernseher (-) television
bedien dich help yourself :ie'::":f‘he" :g ‘f'?':g:h television
bis until, till 3 )
bis zum/zur asfaras der F's?h (-e) fish
bitte please das Fleisch meat
. bioe Frankreich France
Franzosisch French
l(;:(enl‘!‘liume (-n) zl)ovcgre Freul . Mrs.
braun brown Fray . M,'(Sjs
das Brot (-e) bread Freitag . fr,' aé'
das Brotchen (-) bread roll der Freund (-e) FEnaimn
derBruder (%) bt die Freundin (-nen) friend(f)
dasBuch (‘er) book f'e“"‘_’,""cl!' friendly
das Biicherregal (-e) bookshelf der F'Eh nE " Spring
die Butter hulier das Friihstiic bregkfast
furchtbar terrible
das Café (-s) i FuRBball spielen to play football
dgr Campingplatz (<e) campsite ganz quite, rather
die Cola (-) cocacola die Garage (-n) garage
gar nicht notatall
das Dach (-er) roof der Geburtstag (-e) birthday
dadriiben overthere gegeniiber opposite
danke thank you gehen' togo
dann then die Geige (-n) violin



gelb

die Gemiise (pl)
geradeaus

gerne

das Geschift (-e)
die Geschwister (pl)
das Gespenst (-er)
gibtes . . . ?

das Glas (-er)
gleich

gleichfalls

grau

grof

die GroReltern
die GroSmutter (%)
der GroRvater ()
gut

Gute Nacht
Guten Abend
Guten Appetit!
GutenTag

haben

halb

der Hamburger (-)
der Hamster ()
das Haus (<er)
der Herbst

Herr

heute

hier

der Himmel
hinter

das Hobby (-s)
hoéren

der Hund (-e)
das Hiindchen (-)
Hunger haben

immer

inderNihe

Indien

das Instrument (-e)

ja

dasJahr (-e)

die Jugendherberge (-n)
jung

der Kaffee (-s)
derKise (-)
das Kitzchen (-)
die Katze (-n)
kaufen

keine

dasKilo (-s)
das Kino (-s)
die Kirche (-n)
das Klavier (-e)
klein

kochen

yellow
vegetables
straight ahead
with pleasure
shop

brothers and sisters
ghost

is/are there?
glass
immediately
the same to you
grey

tall
grandparents
grandmother
grandfather
good, well
Good Night
Good Evening
Enjoy your meal!
Good Day

to have
half
hamburger
hamster
house
Autumn
Mr.

today

here

sky

behind
hobby
tolistento
dog

puppy
tobe hungry

always
nearby
India
instrument

yes
year

youth hostel
young

coffee
cheese
kitten
cat

to buy
notany, none
kilo
cinema
church
piano
small
to cook

Internet link For a link to a website with an online German
dictionary, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

kommen
kosten
dieKiiche (-n)
der Kuchen ()

das Lebensmittelgeschift
lesen

lieber

die Limonade (-n)

links

das/der Liter (-)

machen

malen

der Markt (<e)

der Marktplatz (<e)
mein, meine

die Metzgerei (-en)
die Milch

die Minute (-n)
mit

der Mittag (-e)

das Mittagessen (-)
die Mitternacht
Mittwoch

mogen

der Monat (-e)
Montag

der Morgen (-)
morgen -
morgens

die Musik

die Mutter ()
Mutti

nach

der Nachmittag (-e)
nachmittags
nichster/e/es
neben

nehmen

nein

das Nest (-er)

nicht

noch

oben

das Obst

die Obsttorte (-n)
oder

Oma

der Onkel (-)
Opa

orange

die Orange (-n)
der Orangensaft
Osterreich

die Party (-s)
der Pfennig (-e)
der Pfirsich (-e)

tocome
to cost
kitchen
cake

grocer’s
toread
better
lemonade
on the left
litre

to make, do
to paint
market
market place
my
butcher’s
milk

minute

with

noon, midday
lunch
midnight
Wednesday
to like
month
Monday
morning
tomorrow

in the mornings
music
mother
Mum

after,to
afternoon

in the afternoons
next

nextto

to take

no

nest

not

more, still

upstairs
fruit
fruittart
or
Granny
uncle
Grandad
orange
orange
orange juice
Austria

party
penny
peach
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die Pflanze (-n) plant suchen to look for
das Pfund (-e) half a kilo der Supermarkt (%) supermarket
die Pizza (-s) pizza . )
die Pommes frites (pl) chips die Tankstelle (-n) petrol station
die Post post office die Tante (-n) aunt
die Postkarte (-n) postcard tanzen todance
prima! that's great! derTee(-) tea
das Telefon (-e) telephone
die Quiche quiche die Telefonzelle (-n) phone box
das Tennis tennis
das Rathaus (er) town hall der Tgppich (-e) carpet
rechts on the right derTisch (-e) table
reichen to pass die Toiletten (pl) toilets
der Reis rice die Tomate (-n) tomato
rosa pink die Traube (-n) grape
die Rose (-n) rose Tschiis! Bye!
rot red die Tiir (-en) door
derSalat (-e) salad um at
Samstag Saturday und —
schade! it's ashame! Ungarn Hungary
die Schildkrote (-n) tortoise unter under
der Schinken ham .
das Schlafzimmer (-) bedroom die Vase (-n) vase
die Schlange (-n) snake der_Vater ) father
schlank thin Vati ] Dad '
das Schloss (-er) castle das Verkehrsamt (-er) tourist office
die Schokolade chocolate der Vogel (-) bird
schon beautiful vor ] in frqnt of, to
der Schornstein (-e) chimney der Vorhang (e) curtain
Schottland Scotland
der Schrank (-e) cupboard wann? when?
die Schule (-n) school was? what?
schwarz black das. Wasser water
die Schwester (-n) sister z:::; }A::Ite
;Ica:zic:‘:‘n::‘mbad e :(‘;V ;w,mn: AP0 der Wellensittich (-e) budgie
sehr very wer? who?
sein to be wie? how, what?
derSessel (-) armchair der Winter winter
das Sofa (-s) sofa wo? where?
der Sommer summer woher? where from?
die Sonne sun wohnen tolive
Sonntag Sunday die Wohnu.ng (-en) f_la_t
sonst noch etwas? anything else? das W(:hnnmmer O] living room
die Spaghetti spaghetti das Wiirstchen (-) sausage
Spanien Spain
spielen to play zahlen to pay
der Sport sport derZaun (-e) fence
sprechen to speak ziemlich quite, rather
die Stadt (“e) town, city das Zimmer (-) room
das Steak (-s) steak die Zitrone (-n) lemon
die StraRe (-n) street zu FuB on foot
stricken to knit zusammen together
das Stiick piece, each zwischen between
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